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qualities by which it is supported. Every
woman is formed for dominion, and to submit
to it, is the pride and happiness of man. Not
the ungenerous dominion of the shrew, but
that gentle, yet unlimited influence over the
affections, arising from their numberless,
nameless, and bewitching powers. Thege are
by 1o means peculiar tovice; she seems ratlier
to have stolen them from viﬂue, when in a fit
of remissiess; for, to give poignancy to her
joys, she is obliged to hide her own features,
and assume the air, the language, and the in-
viting reluctance of herrival. Man loves not
vice; he only seeks his own happiness ; and,
from an honest instinctive gratitude, repays
it, wherever found, with affection and tender-
ness.  Would virtue only display the banner
of pleasure, the whole male world would go
over to her party. : -
But custom denies the ladies this scene o
obséryation, they can only resort to their own
imaginations. We feel, but we caffnot deseribe
the powers by which they subdue, captivate,
and command: They are too subtile to be
clothed in words, and pass dirveetly to the
heart, too rapid even for observation. They
operate likespells, or charms, and raise the most
unaccountable, as well as the most delightful
sympathies which the human frame can feel.
The prettiest allegory in the world is that
of the Girdle of Venus, which may be exhibit-
ed under the single appellation of good-
humour. This is undoubtedly the ground, but
the embroidering is thus beautifully attempted
~ by Homer, or rather by Pope, thongh T could
wish he had nbt omitted the molle baci (soft
kisses), - of Tasso, for they scem to be essen-
tially necessary.

“1In this was every art, and every charm,
“To win the wisest, and the coldest warm;
¢ Fond love, the gentle vow, the gay desire,
€ The kind deceit, the still-reviving five;
¢ Persuasive speech, and more persuasive

sighs,
“ Silence that spoke, and eloquence of eyes.”

Twould recommend the whole passage, which
is both amusing and instructive, to the perusal
of my fair married readers. Proposing anly,
that instead of occasionally borrowing this
bewitching ornament from Venus, they should
wrest it from her as their property, and wear it
by night as well as by day.

I never knew a lady without a competent
share of pride or ambition. Two noble quali-
ties, if they were called in from trifling pur-
suits, and emp oyed an the yaluaable purposes
of nature. Pride wduld then blush at being
excelled by the lowest of the sex in that art
which does honour to woman, and indeed to

humannature, the art of pleasing ; and ambition
would reject every degree of dominion inferioy
to that unbounded one, which the exertion of
this art must necessarily confer.

It is far from my intention to insist on the
trite, and, I hope, needless topics of neatness
and good temper. There is but little merit in
not being a termagant, or a slattern. Some-
thing more than negatives is required. Man
is an animal with multifarious appetites ; it is
anoble point gainedsto command esteem, but
it is paying him much too high a compliment,
to treat him as a being consisting only of spirit,
or capable of subsisting merely on spiritual
food- The senses, the passions, the imagma-
tion, all expect their share. Every art of ele-
gance, every power of endearment, should
therefore be exerted without reserve. Nothing
should be deemed trifling. that leads to happi-
ness, nor should coldness or austerity be in-
dulged under the specious name of delicacy.
Marriage would then get rid of the dull idea
which custom too frequently-annexes to it, and
appear in the inviting form of a perfect union
of the sexes, under the protection of all laws,
not only for mutual comfort and support, but.
also for the full and free enjoyment of every -
rapture which their natures are formed to give
and receive. ¢

I beg leave to call upon ‘the ladies to do
themselves due honour, and assert their rank
in the creation. They are intrusted with the
happiness of the world, and the stores of
pleasure ave in their hands. Man is thrown
dependent on their bounty, and implores their
kindness as the great palliative of pain, the
reward for all the toils, the dangers, and the -
vicissitudes of life. When he has renounced
all other sources of joy but one, it were cruel,
ungenerous, and unjust to make him a loser.by
his virtue. Amidst the hurry of artificial
pleasures, let not nature be overlooked, nor
her gentle dictates disregarded, but let it be
the pride and happiness of eyery married
woman to make her husband a virtuous volup-
tuary. 3

We shall now, in ovder to give an example of
the good effects which attend the observation
of the foregoing ‘maxims, insert a true story
of an amiable and respectable pair, as com-
municated by an old gentleman, who was well
acquainted with hoth the parties.

« Qld as I am, for ladies’ love unfit,
 The power of beauty I remember yet"
. DRYDEN.

Even at my time of life, it vefreshes the
imagination and diffuses a kind of verual
cheerfulness over every idea. Its efficacyis






















































