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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, NOW. 21, 1796.

&opy of a Letter from Captain Bowen, of
bis Mayefiy’s Ship the Terpfichore, to
Ewan Nepean, Bfy. dated at Gibral-
tar, the 23d of O&ober, 1796. i
UDGING it to be proper that my

J Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty

fhould be acquauned as foon as poffible

with the capture of a Spanifh frigate by

his Majefty’s fhip under my command, T

herewith inclofe you a copy of my letter

to the Commander in Chief, giving an
account of the aétion, and I requeft you
will be pleafed to lay the fame before theit

Lordfhips.

Exiraét of a Letter from Captain Bow-
en, of bis Majefly’s Ship Terpfichore, to
Admiral Sir Fobn Fervis, K. B. Com-
mander in Chief of bis Majefly’s Ships
and Veffels in the Mediterranean, da-
ted at Gibraltar the 23d of 0. 1796.

- On the morning of the x3th inft. at day-
light, we difcovered a frigate to windward
ftanding towards us ; about eight I could
perceive her making every preparation for

- battle, and was then apparently in chace of

- us. Our fituation altogether was fuch as
1o prevent my being over defirous of en-
gaging her.  Out of our {mall -comple-
ment of men, we had left thirty at the hof-

I Ferd ~ A
~ pital, and we had more than that num-
l“-

ber ftill on board in our ill and conva-
lefcent lifts, all of whom - were danger=

| oufly fick or extremely weak., We were
fearcely out of fightof the fpot where we -

knew the Spanifh fleet to have been cruiz-

we had ftood on to look for them, with a
view of afcertaining theic movements. A
fmall Spanifh veffel, which we conjectu-
- red to be a fort of tender, was paffing us,
fteering towards ‘Carthagena, fo that I
could hardly flatter myfelf with being a-
ble to bring the frigate off in the event of a
viftory, or of even elcaping myfelf, if
- difabled.  On the other hand, it evident-
ly appeared, that nothing but a flight and
{uperior failing could enable me to avoid
- A adtion 5 and to do that from a, fii-
- gate apparently not much fuperior to us,
| except in point of bulk, would have been
- committing the chara&er of one of his.
- Majelty’s thips more than I could bring
. mylelfto refolve on. I therefore continued
andm‘gon withoutany alteration of courfe:
Having, with infinite fatisfattion and

. comfort to myfelf, commanded the Terpfi-
ichore’s erew for two years and a half,
trough a pretty confiderable variety of

fervices, I well' koew the veteran ftuff

I

ing only two days before ; and, in fa&,

which T had ftill léft in health to depend
upon, -for upholding the charater of Bri-
tifh feamen ; and I felt my mind at eafe
as to the termination of any action with
the frigate in fight only.

At half paft fine fhe came within hail,
and bauled her wind on our weather beam 5
and as I conceived fhe only waited to place
herfelf to advantage, and to point her guns
with exatnefs, and being myfelf unwilling
to lofe the pofition we were then in, T or-
dere.d one gun to be fired, as-a trier of
her intention. It was fo inftantaneoufly
rewrned, and followed up by her whole
broadfide, that I am confident that they
muft have done it at the fight of our flath.
The action of courfe went on, and we {oon
difcovered that her people would not, or
could not, refift our fire. At the end of
about an hour and forty minutes, during
which time we twice wore, and employed
about twenty of the laft minutes in chuce,
the furrendered. At this period fhe ap-
peared moft entirely difabled, and we had
drawn up clofe alongfide, with every gun
well charged and well pointed. It was,
neverthelefs, with confiderable difficulty
that I prevailed on the Spanifh Command-
er to decline the receiving™of fuch a broad-
fidé by fubmitting ; and, from every thing

“which I have fince learned, the perfonal
courage, conduét, and zeal of that officer,
swhofe name is Don Thomas A yalde, was
Auch during the aétion, notwithftanding
the event ot it, as refle€ts on him the great-
eft honour, and irrefiftibly imprefies on my
mind the higheft admiration of his cha-
radter, After (from the effect of our fire)
all his booms had tumbled down, and ren-
dered his walte guns unferviceable, all the
ftanding rigging of his lower mats {hot
away, and I'belieye nearly every running
rope cut through, and a’ grear number of
his pedple killed and wounded, he il
perfevefed (though he couldrallybut few of
his mexn) to defend his (hip, almoft longer

« thandefencewasjuftifiable. Hadtherebeen

the finalleft motion in the fea, every maft

‘maft inevitably #ave gone by the board.
Our lofs (which will appear by the in-
clofed lift) bas been lefs than could have
beenexpetted : butour maﬁs,fmls,and rig-
ging, were found to he pretty much cut up.
The {pirited exertions of every officer,
many and boy, belonging to the fhip 1
command, as well in the aétion as in .the
fecuring two difabled fhips, and bringing
them initantly off from a critical fituation,
by taking the prize in tow, aqd by their
inceffant labour ever fince, will, I truft,
i when










































