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QDB RETROSPECT

vear the probabilily of insurrec-
tionary movements of:the oppressed
Prussians and Germans would en-
danger their communications, par-
ticularly if supported by a Swedish
force : for we have no reason to
alter our opinion in regard to Ber-
nadotte’s sincere hostilily to Bona-
parte. The latter’s sentiments {o-
wards Sweden have, since our last,
received a, still. more unequivocal
illustration, by the disarming and
disbanding the Swedish troops in
Pomerania, and forcing such as were
Germans to serve under French co-
lours. Our government hasrecent-
ly sent a diplomatic agent to Stock-
holm in the person of Mr. Edward
Thornton. As that gentleman has
just arrived in the Swedish capital,
the result of his negociations will
probably soon clear up the political
sentiments of Sweden towards Eng-
land.

Of the Russian war on the Da-
nube we possess no advices of any
moment. Hostilities. have recom-
menced ; the Russian advanced
guard crossed the Danube on the
13th February, without experienc-
ing much difficulty. The Turkish
posts not being strong enough to
make effectual resistance, fell back
upon Rudschuk, where the Grand
Vizier is slationed with a force of
about 25,000 men, the flower of his
army. It has since been stated
in the French papers, that a fresh
armistice for forty-five days has
been agreed upon, during which
the negociations for peace are to be
resumed.

Mr. Liston, our ambassador (o

the Porte, has at length sailed for
@onstantinople,

OF: POLITICS,

FIRANCE,

Under the pretext of reorganizing
the national guard (a name which
had almost become obsolete iy
France), Bonaparte has devised a
new and highly important scheme,
which, if his pliant subjects submit
to-it, will rivet his sway over the
nations of the Continent much more
firmly than beretofore. France,
henceforth, is to be an armed nation,
all Frenchmennational guards. This
new national guard is to consist of
three classes ; the first will comprise
all the conscripts from the years
1806 to 1812, that is, from twenty
to twenty-six years of age; the se-
cond, wll men from (wenty-six to
forly years; and the third, the re-
mainder, from forly to sixty. From
the first class, 100 cohorts of 1000
men cach, are to be raised, clothed,
and organized for general service
throughout all France, to march
from one end of the frontier to the
other, to defend the cousts in caseof
altack, &c.; in slhori, to act the
part of our English militia, except [
that in case of need, Bonaparte will
have no scruple to malke them join
his armies abroad : the second and
third classes will have merely local
service assigned: to them, such as
defending their own departments.
By this means the regular French
army will derive, likewise, a re-
cruit of nearly 100,000 men, in the
accession of the fifth battalions and
depdts which previously had re-
mained at home. From the abovée
comprehensive measures, two plain
inferences may be drawn : the first;

that the regular conscription ismo
longer sufficient to feed the French
armies (the effects of the Spanish .
war begin to be felt!!) and the sc:
cond, that Bonaparte; apprehends
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astorminthe Northand Fast greater
than any he has yet had to contend
against, at least in proportion to his
wasted means.

In France, too, as in England,
the high price of provisions has
caused serious outrages among the
lower orders.  But,” says Sterue,
¢ they manage these things better
in France.”’—The mob at Caen rose
in open insurrection, robbed the
bakers of their bread, plundered and
destroyed the houses of the mayor
and other people, and put to flight
the few troops that had been hastily
collected to oppose ‘them. The
next day, however, a sufficient force
arrived, the rebels were routed, a
number of prisoners taken, a mili-
tary commission appointed instantly
to try the offcnders, eight or ten
shot, and thirly or forty condemned
to various periods of hard Iabour.
Since (hat there has been no symp-
tom of riot.

NAVAL INTELLIGENCE.

A French squadron (incredibile
dictu !) has been three weeks out
at sea, at no great distance from
England. On the 9th Macch, Ad-
miral Allemand left L’Orient with
four sail of the line and two cor-

veltes, and, after having paraded

on the high seas for twenty days,
and captured two or three insignifi-
cant vessels of our’s, returned to
' Brest on the 29th following. If
they were waiting for our outward-
bound East India fleet, they had
the trip for their pains ; if it was
- merely a voyage of rendezvous at
. Brest, it has succeeded of course;
and, in the present humble state of
the French navy, it may afford the
énemy matter of proud exultation,
to haye been permitted to keep the
high seas'so near England, during
three weeks. .

OF 'POLITICS. 299

To our account 'of the taking of
the French frigafe, La Pomone
(No XXXIX. p. 177), we have
toadd thecapture of another frigate,
La Persanne, on the same day (39th
November), by the Unité, Captain
Chamberlayne, who had been de-
tached after her; so that of the
squadron of three French frigates
charged'toconvey storesand amig-
nition to Corfu, viz. Ta Pauline,
La Pomone, and La Persanne, thc
first only has escaped. The Per«
sanne, besides the twenty-six guns
of lier complement, had 130 pleces
of camnon in her hold, and was
manned by 190 men.

As brilliant and successful'an en-
gagement as any we have on our .
naval records, is that of the Rosario
sloop, Captain Harvey, and the
Griffon brig, Captain Trollope,
against'a whole division of the enc-
my’s invading flotilla, consisting of
12 brigs (each with three long brass
twenty-four pounders and one how-
itzer), and onelugger, on their way
from Boulogne to Cherbourg. On
the 27th March they were discover-
ed by onr two vessels above-men=
tioned, who, in spite of the fire of
the shore-batteries about Dieppe,
and the spirited resistance of the

little sqnadron, took three, ran two
on shore, and damaged severely the
otliers that, by the protection from
the land, were enabled to skulk into
shelter.
D@MESTIC INTELLIGENCE.

Some further individual changes
have occurred among the leading
branchesof government. Lord Mel-
ville has been nominated first lord
of the newly appointed Board of
Admiralty ; the Earl of Bucking-

hamshive president of the Board of
R=r?2 §
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nute attention to the most compli-
cated forms, is not incompatible
with breadth and splendour of ef-
fect. The colouring of the whole
is wrought to the highest scale of
richness, and yet preserves a natu-
ral effect ; the light and shade are
fine beyond the power of descrip-
tion; and the procession of the
kniglits of the Bath, so judiciously
grouped, makes the tout-ensemble
of the representation the finest ar-
ehitectural picture we remember
to have seen from the pencil of any
artist of any age or country.

169. Farm-yard.—R. Hills.

If description of nature cancharm,
whether the theme be elevated or
humble scenes, this faithful tran-
script in the graphic art must have
its just share of admiration. We
profess to admire the wild mountain
scenery of Salvator Rosa, and the
quiet pastorals of Cuyp—the lofty
historic flights of Michael Angelo,
and the happy boots from the pen-
¢cil of an Ostade or a Teniers; we
object to no class of art, we are
pleased with all, let but the images
created be worthy of the artist’s
mind, and the representation be
drawn from that best source of ori-
ginality—nature. The subject be-
fore us-describes the farm-yard of
the respectable yeoman, and cre-
ates an image of English agricul-
tural eomfort arising from moderate
wealth. The barns are well'thatch-
ed, and the stock is ample and in
good plight. As a picture, we do
not remember to have seen a more
judicious display of light, shadow,
and colouring. The cattle are
drawn with a fidelity to nature, that
would enable the grazier to identi-
fy the breed of each beast. The
group, with the farrjer fastening a

WATER=COLOUR EXHIBITION.

shoe upon the horse, is a natural
and well chosen incident ; and the
whole is a highly descriptive and
picturesque representation of an
English farmer’s yard.
171. Farm-yard, Companion tothe
above.—The same.
Equally natural, and combining
the same knowledge of the art, yet
sufficiently diversified to make an-
other and a different picture. 'I'he
incident herein introduced is admi-
rably executed—the farmer’s {eam
is quite in motion, and the diligent
driver is whipping a number of idle
pigs, which are ever in the way,
from under the horses’ feet. 'The
caltle are so admirably painted and
so naturally disposed in these iwo.
pictures, that we venture to pro-
nounce, that the artist stands uunvis
valled in his department of art.
30. Fallow Deer.—Thesame.
The repose of this beautiful piece
of scenery is perfectly accordant
with the habits of these peaceful in-
habitants of the forest. The ani-
mals are grouped with great ease,
the character of the fallow deer is
pourtrayed with amazing truth,and
the variety of their speckled skins
producesa pleasing and picturesque
effect, and accords well with the
herbage and {trees, which are ele-
gantly designed, and abound with
character.
78. Landscape and Caltle.—The
same.
The most prominent animal in
this well designed groupisa favour=

| ite cow, the property of the Earl of -
| Essex. We should wish to see por-

traits of animals more frequently;
could they be combined with others
as judiciously as in this picture.

| We do not remember this spot,in
his lordship’s park, though the




WATER-COLOUR EXHIBITION.

building reminds us of Cashiohury.

The effect and colouring of this

picture are natural and very chaste.,

112. Miill-Stream at Gommeshall,

Surry.—The same.

Pure daylight illumines this lil-
liant drawing ; -the cattle are aifmi-
rably «rouped, and the effect is
powerful throughout. It represents
a summer’s day.

119. The advent’rous Boy— vide
Rogers’s Pleasures of Memory.
—The same.

This affecting design completely
conveys the feeling of the poet, and
leads us to look back upon the vil-
lage, and mingle our sighs with
those of the adventr’ous boy.

87. 4 Man perishing in a Snow

Storm.—The same.

The mind is agonized in contem-
plating the horrors of this forlorn
trayeller, as
¢ down he sinks

Beneath the shelter of the shapeless dvift,
Thinking oer all the bitterness of death."

Theaction of the figure, with clasp-
ed hands uplifted, expresses the
—— “ anguish nature shoots

Thre’ the wrung bosom of the dying man,”

whose mantle is already whirling
in the gust destined to envelope him
in 2 mountain of drift snow, The
scene, the colouring, the whole
effect, conveys the sentiment of
horror.

24, View of the Road between
Kendal and Ambleside — the
Effect approaching to Evening.
—I. Havell.

The colouring of this  very rich
scene is elevated to the highest
Power of ithe materials by which it
is produced, and by a masterly
arrangement, that evinces a deep
study of the unities as well as the

" “ontrast of  colour, reminds us-of

203

the glowing landscapes of Titian.
The bri]liant'lightsupon the slirubs
in the foreground, combining with
the deepness and richness of the
figures, we cannot but notice as a
magical effort of the graphic art.

210. Lowdore, from the Bunks of

Keswick Lake.—The same,

This admired spot is Judiciously
chosen by the artist for the subject
of anautumnal morning effect. The
distant mountains are illumined
with prismatic teints, quite in air,
which are well conducted' to the
deeper colouring of: the nearer ob-
jeets by the rich gleam upon the
low-land jutting into thelake. The
banks are glowing with the morning
sun, and the reflections of the mass
of trees admit some streaks of s
beautiful blue tone upon the bosom
of the lake. The passage of the
road beneath the trees is marked
with all the truth of nature.

162. Kilgarran Castle,SouthWales.
~-The same.

Solemnity and grandeur pervade
the whole of this romantic scene.
‘The declining sun is of dazzling
brightness, and the battlements of
the gloomy castle are enveloped in
its beams. The river Tyvy is glow=
ing with the reflection of surround-
ing objects, and losing itself in' the
midst of its precipitous banks; the
barges are silently pursuing theig
course, and leaveus to feel that they
must soon continue their way amidst:
the shades of night.

11. A Corn Field.—P. Dewint.

That an intelligent mind does not
depend tupon the greatness of *the
subject to produce a fine work of
art, may be boldly asserted from
the picture beforens. The shocks of
wheatare grouped without apparent
design; the figures are not placed
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Of Ants, Literature, Commerce, Manufactures, Fashion, and Politics.
MANBPiﬁTﬁRERs, Factors, and Wholesale Dealers in Fancy Goods that come
|| within the scope of this Plan, are requested to send Patterns of such new
| Articles as they come out, and if the requisites of Novelty, Fashion, and |
: Elegance are united, the quantity y for this Magazi

% will be ordered. R. Acl:egnann," 101, Strand, Loqdnm. F
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