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“and the recurrent nerve may be avoided, with care. The wound,
will heal without much difficulty, and is to be dreffed in. the
moft fimple manner poffible. During the cure we muft keep
- the patient on the loweft diet, or rather, fupport him with
~ nourifhing clyfters. '
This account of M. Guattani is accompanied with a-detail
__of fome experiments, tending to fan&ion his praltice; and the
. Academy of Surgery, to whom he prefented the Memoir, have
feemed to adopt his ideas, by joining to his Memoir an account

ﬁr Blair, o Oe:pfbagota»xy. ’

! of two cafes of Oefophagotomy, practifed fuccefsfully, after his

~method; on living men.  Thefe operations were performed by
* M. M. Goursavp and RoLanp, Hifloire de I Acad. Roy. de
Chir. Tome 111. p. 13. vii. The fame method is advifed to be
purfued by SABATIER, de la Med. Uperat. Tome 11L. p. 4715
~alfo by M. M. CuoeparT and Dzsavrr, Traité des Mal.
 Chir. et des Oper. Tome 1. p. 273 likewife by BErRTRANDI,
. who fays he has feveral times done it fuccefsfully on dogs,
 Trattato delle Operazioni di Chirurgia, Cap. xx. NANNONI,
2 late Italian furgeon, and Mr. B. BeLi, in their refpective
fyftems, have alfo commended the method of Guattani.
The only obje&tions I have met with againft this operation,
have U8en recently brought forward by a German furgeon,
. who propofes feveral deviations and improvements: Ueber das
" Auszichen fremder Kirperyaus dem Speisekanle und der Luftrohre,
won J. D. EcknorpTt, M. D. & Chir. &c. Kiel, 1799. This
author has written the moft elaborate work now extant, ac-
companied with fplendid engravings, on 2ll the means uf=d for
removing extrancous bodies from the cefophagus and trachea.
* I fubjoin what he fays on the prefent fubject, and have an-
nexed a copy of his engraving of the operation. :
The opening of the cefophagus, he obferves, is indicated, in
the firk place, when the foreign fubltance, which, either on
account of a fpafmodic affeion, or the tumefied ftate of the
parts above it, or owing to the incompetency of our inftru-
ments, cannot be extra&ed upwards, is either difficalt of folu-
 tion, or altogether infoluble. ~ Secondly, when it is of a point-
* ed or angular form, which affords caufe to apprehend a violent
inflammation, not only in the cefophagus, but alfo in ail the
reft of the alimentary canaly in cafe it fhould reach the fto-
mach. Thirdly, when its fize is fo large that we bave no rea-
fon to hope that it will be zble to pafs through the dlimentary
«canal without danger; in which cafe it commonly happens thar,
~even during its ftay in the cefophagus, it produces fuch a pref-
fure upon the trachea, as fometimes to render neceflary both
%perations, namely, the fection of the cefophagus and that of
the trachea. 5 =  ERN P
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As a counter-indication to this operation, among othe"rs; tl?e
cafe in which the foreign fubftance js fituated very low down in
the alimentary canal, is generally mentioned.- How.cver, .the
force of this counter-indication is done away by ’the' invention
of the author’s extradting inftrument, which may be introduced
equally well, either through the wound or the mouth. ‘_

Gerreat debility of the patjent has alfo been confidered a coun~:
ter-indication, though with what right he cannot comprehend,
as it is every phyfician’s duty to do what he can, as long as
there remains the fainteft hope that the patient’s life may be
preferved. At any rate, the confequence of the oppofite prac-
tice is inevitable death. " : S

Another, and Mr. Eckholdt confefles a very important,
counter-indication is generally mentioned ; namely, the too
great inflammation and tumefaction that has taken -place in the
cefophagus and neighbouring parts.  This, however, he cannot

admit unconditionally ; 'nay, he maintains, on the contrary, .
that fuch a ftate of the parts ought by no means to deter the .
furgeon from performing the operation, but rather induce him
to undertake it the fooner the better. For the very circums
ftance, which in fuch a cafe is moft apprehended; namely, the
injury that may be done to confiderable' blood-vefleis and -
merves, is here not fo eafily poffible 5 for thefe parts, which of
themfelves undergo a proportionally lefs alteration than-the
reft, are more difplaced from their natural fituation, and re-
moved farther from each other, by means ‘of the inflammato
. fwelling, on which account they are far lefs expofed to the
danger of being cut during the operation. Moreover; under
fuch circumftances, the cutting of the other inflamed parts is -
* not only not detrimental, but rather beneficial, on -account of
1Ehe difcharge of blood which it occafions from the fmaller vef-
els. i
This may be fufficient concerning the counter-indications
that have commonly been adduced againtt this operation.. The
author obferves, that the fe@ion of the efophagus is an oper-
ation hitherto almoft univerfally dreaded by furgeons. In or-
der to afcertain whether this dread be well or ill founded, we
muft trace it to its caufe, which, from what has already been
faid, appears to depend partly upon the danger of injuring con-
fiderable blood-veflels and the recurrent nerves of the eighth
pair, and partly upon the difficulty with which the cure of the
wound 4s attended. - The dividing of the firft may produce fa-
tal confequences; and that of the lafty if it be done on both -
. fides, the entire lofs of voice; or if only on one, a great fee-
blenefs of it, as we may frequently [ee in the examples of per-;
fons who have attempted to cut taeir throats, :

Ie
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It certainly cannot be denied that there is no fpot on the
human body 1n which there are fo nany fingle parts, the lefion
of which may be produétive of very ferious inconveniencies,
contained within a fimaller fpace, than the neck; it is therefore
very neceflary, that great caution fhould be employed, not only
in choofing the place where fuch an incifion is to be made,
but alfo in performing the operation itfelf. However, our
fureft guide, experience, fupported by the anatomical know~
- ~ledge of this part, has proved that a cautious and {ufficiently
experienced operator may undertake the feGion of the cefo-
+phagus without apprehenfion. Even the variations of the
forms of different parts, which but too often occur, need not
deter the furgeon, and ftill lefs fhould they embarrafs him in
performing the operation ; for he can and muft know what he
ought to do in fuch cafes. :

After deferibing Guattani’s operation, the author fays, this
~ method of operating is attended with feveral inconveniencies,
~ which the {furgeon can never’entirely avoid, unlefs-he choofes
~ another and more convenient place for performing the opera-
tion. The firft great difficulty which. here prefents itfelf; is, -
- that it is impoffible for us, by drawing afunder the trachea and

the miufclés which cover it, to obtain fo much room as we re-
quire in order to ufe the knife properly, and conveniently to
extraét the foreign fubftance. The fhortnefs of the mufcles in
queftion, their fituation, the more rigid and lefs yielding ftruc-
ture of the trachea, do not permit thofe parts to be drawn afun-
der to the degree that is requifite for the accomplithment of our
intended purpofe. Moreover, in operating at this part, we are
naturally expofed to the danger, (which is increafed under the
above mentioned circumftances) of injuring the inferior thy-
- roid artery and the recurrent nerve ; elpecially the latter, ‘which,
in moft fubjelts, afcends towards the larynx exactly at the
place where: the incifion into the cefophagus is to be made. -
Now, how is it pofiible to avoid this nerve in fo confined a
fpace?  Another no lefs important obftacle is the thyroid -
-gland, whofe fize. is not.always fuch that it can-be entirely
fpared. . The lefion of it; indeed, is of itfelf attended with no
.material danger; but the violent hzmorrbage which it pro-
duces, even though it fhould not influence the fuccefs of the
operation, however, retards the furgeon, to the great difadvan-
tage of his patient. - Finally, the moft weizhty obj=&ion that
can be adduced againft the place chofen for performing this
operation is, that the re-union of the wound, whofe fuperior
- or external part has more tendency to re-unite than that which
is decper fituated, can - never be accomplithed in a perfedtiy
uniform manner; confequently, in the ‘firft ftage of the cure,
: : whilft
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whilft the wound of the cefophagus has not yet clofed, and the
fpace above it is not yet filled up, can fcarcely be kept open
without the application of fome degree of force. T
- Induced by thefe confiderations, which will certainly be al~
lowed to have their weight, Mr. Eckholdt fixed upon another
place for performing the operation in queftion, which he now
propofes and recommends without fear of. contradition, as the
mott eligible. 4 2 20
The manner in which he performs the fection of the cefo-
phagus is as follows: i B
The patient being placed upon a bed, in as unconftrained a
pofture as poffible, his neck refting upon a fmall bolfter ftuffed
~ with hops or chopped ftraw, and his head bent backwards and
. inclined to the right fide, in which pofture he is fecured by an
affiftant, another affiftant is directed to collect the fkin, on the -
left fide of the neck, over the mufcle that runs from the maf-
loid procefs to the clavicle and fternum, at the place where the
feparation of its inferior crurd commences; into a fomewhat
oblique tran{verfe fold; in doing which the operator affifts him,
- .at a fmall diftance, with the fingers of his left hand. He .then,
with a convex knife, cuts through this ftretched fold of the
fkin, together with the broad mufcle of the neck fituated im-
mediately under it, and in the fame manner enlarges the wound
downwards, as far as the anterior articulation of the clavicle
with the fternum. It is effentially requifite that this incifion
fhould be made exaltly in the middle of the above mentioned
mufcle, and” that it thould run in the fame oblique dire&ion
from above to below, as is psculiar to this mufcular part.
When this firft incifion has been made, there prefents itfelf to
our view that triangular fpace, which is formed in this part by
the divifion and courfe of the two inferior crura of the above
mentioned mufcle, and the mufcle which runs above, at the be-
ginning of this divifion, obliquely acrofs from the os hyoides to-
the fcapula. It is this which affords the furgeon accefs to the
cefophagus, and renders the operation eafy and fecure. For
without being- under the neceflity of ufing any cutting inftru-
ment, he may now eafily arrive at the cefophagus, by deftroy-
ing the very loofe cellular fubftance which conne@s the two
crura of the mufcle and fills up the fpace above, with the flat
ha.nd\l_e ..of his knife, but the deeper fituated cellular fubftance
with his fore finger, fo as at the fame time to undermine the
 thyroid gland at the fide. This being done, he examines
whether the fpace be wide enough to afford a fufficiently dif-
tinct view of the cefophagus and the recurrent nerve of the
eighth pair, which runs along its anterior fide, next to the.
trachca. This is not always the cafe, asin fome fubje&s the
. . S divifion
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* divifion of the mufcle does not commence till very low down,
whereby this fpace is rendered fomething narrower: Under-
{fuch circumftances we muft divide this mufcle a little farther
up; taking care,” however, not to cut the mufcle which goss
from the os hyoides to the fcapula, and which is fituated in 2
crofs direction under the former mufcle. In order to avoid this
accident, we fhould cut gradually from without to within, not
from below to above. When I have either found the {pace
fufficiently wide, or rendered it {o by the operation juft de-
feribed, I dire@ the two edges of the wound to be drawn
afunder, as far as it can be done without violence, by means of
two crooked double-pronged hooks, whercby are expofed to
view (as may be feen in the PLATE) at the back part, the great
cervical artery, which does not project much; at the fore part,

- a portion of the thyroid gland and the trachea fituated uader itg
at the upper part, the middle’ tendinous portion of the,mufcle .
fituated between the os hyoides gnd the humerus; at the lower
part, a portion of the mufcle that goes from the thyroid cartilage
to the fternum; and in the middle, the cefophagus, together
with the inferior thyroid artery, which runs acrofs it in feveral
circamvolutions, and the recurrent nerve, The two fides of
the wound being now perfe@ly fecured, and drawn afunder by
the two hooks; a longitudinal incifion muft be made into the
cefophagus with the requifite ‘caution, taking care not to in-
Jure the above-mentioned nerve or the thyroid artery; and this
incifion the operator enlarges by means of a crooked pair of
feiffars, as far as he has room; for the fides of a {mall wound
may eafily fuffer by contufion in extra@ing 2 foreign body.

‘Should it be obje&ted, that in this method of ‘performing the
fection-of the cefophagus, a deviation from the common fhruc-
ture of the parts, which could not be difcovered from any ex-
ternal appearance, might entirely alter the cafe, 2nd render thig
method of operation equally dangerous with that hitherto in
ufe; M. Eckholdt anfivers, that {uch 2 circumftance, provided
only that the deviations be not too confiderable, and confine
themfelves merely to the fituation of thofe parts which -we are
obliged-to'avoid, can be of no very material confequence. For
as, after the’ firft incifion through'the external integuments,

_ there is no neceflity for ufing the knife till we come to open
the cefophagus, every thing that lies in our way may eafily be
fpared ; and, thould even in any cafe the recurrent nerve be fi-
tuated more upon the middle part of the_ efophagus, it might,

" in fuch a free fpace, be eafily difcovered, and drawn afide, by
means of 2 biunt hook, from the place where the incifion is to
be made. The fame applies alfo to the large veffels, when
they are fituated too far forward; and to the inferior thyroid
B TR SR artery, .
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artery, when feated deeper than ufual, efpecially at the place
- where it forms its Jaft inflexion.  The latter, aifo, fhould it not
be practicable to draw it afide, might, in cafe of neceffity, be
tied without difficulty, and divided without danger.

He does not think it neceffary to fay any thing more con-
cerning the extraction of the foreign .{'ub&ance, after the cefo\-_
‘phagus has been opened, than that, if it be fituated near to the
wound, the forceps he has delineated thould be employed ; but
if it be fituated lower down, we fhould ufe the other inftru-
ments defcribed as adapted for the purpofe ; and that we fhould
be as cautious as poffible to avoid any contufion of the lips of
the wound in the cefophagus. ;

When the foreign {ubffance has been extraded, our firft bu-
finefs muft bs to endeavour to promote a proper and accurate
reunion of the wounded parts. This the furgeon fhould con-
fider s a matter of equal importance with the operation itfelf.
Should any one think flightly of it, let him only recolle& what%
has already been faid, and confider what a material influence 2~
bad cicatrization of :the cefophagus muft have upon its func-
tions. Guattani, as well as others, have thewn by experiment,
that 2 wound of the cefophagus may eafily. be cured, and with-
out its edges forming any adhefions with the neighbouring
parts, provided it be treated according to the rules which the
art prefcribes. Let it therefore be our particular endeavour to
bring its edges, at every poing, iito accurate and uniform mu-
tual contaét, and to retain them in this fituation during the firft
days after the performance of the operation. This may fome-
times be accomplifhed by means of graduated compreffes ap- -
plied to both fides of the ‘external wound; and a bandage,
which keeps the head inclined towards the oppofite fide. But
in cafes where the lips of the wound of the cefopbagus have,
.during the extra&tion of the foreign fubftance, been much
ftretched, bruifed, or even lacerated, we are obliged to have
recourfe to the quill - future, which is preferable to every
other, becaufe it can not only be applied and removed with
greater facility than any other, but alfo poffefles the advantage
of leaving the wdunded part of the cefophagus fill fufficiently
in our. command, ‘T'his may eafily be performed by means of
a fmall needle cafe ; but we thould be careful not to twift the
ends of the threads that hang out too tight, nor to fuffer the
-neck to be ftretched whilft we are applying the drefings to the
external wound. = > :

In the author’s opinior, the cure of the external wound
fhould be left to the efforts of Nature till the fourth day, when
the threads may be drawn wout. with fecurity; it fhould, -there- .
fore, only be covered loofely with lint, and a light comprefs,

b : i ‘ which



Leord Berkeley’s Letter to Dr. L?e‘nmr, >' 165

which may be kept moift with fome proper linimenf; and fe-
cured by means of a circular bandage. At the fame time we
fhould endeavour, as has already been obferved, to keep the
head conftantly inclined towards the oppofite fide, by means
of another appropriate bandage. That invented by the late
Dr. Koehler, of Jena, and delineated in plate vir. fig. 2, let.
A, of his Treatife on Bandages, appears to be the beft adapted
for this purpofe. gt e :
~ As to the treatment of the ipatient after the operation, be-
fides the general remedies ufudl .ggmployed in fuch cafes, and
what will'naturally fuggeft#itlelf to the mind of the judiciouse
pradtitioner, it is abfolutely neceffary, that for feveral days the
patient fhould not be permitted to fwallow any thing but li-
quids, in order that the frefh united edges of the wound ma
not be again torn afunder by any violent motion of the cefopha-
gus  For my part, fays the author, I do not allow my pa-
tients to fwallow even liquidss as long as I am not convinced
that the canal has perfectly cicatrized; but during the firft pe-
riod of the cure, employ merely nourithing clyfters, or, thould
it be neceflary; nutritive baths. He adds, I am firmly convin-
ced, as I have already afferted, that in the deglutition of Auids,
the cefophagus exerts itfelf in a no lefs, if not more, violent
manner, than in fwallowing food of a pulpy or folid confiftence.
‘This I might demonftrate from repeated experiments which I
have made, were 1 permitted to do. fo by the bounds I have
allotted to this work. '

)

—

Lord BerkrLey’s Letter to Dr. JeNNER, on the ~
S Cow-Pox,

My pE4R Sig,

YOU will doubtlefs be much pleafed to hear of a circum-
Atance that has happened in my family, to confirm, in the moft
fubftantial manner, the power the Cow-pox poflefles of pre-
venting the Small-pox. One of my houfe-maids was fo un-
fortunate, fome weeks ago, as to catch the Small-pox, and
. after ftruggling with it for ypwards of three weeks in my
houfe here, the at laft became its vi&im.- My youngeft fon,
_you know, was inoculated by you about a year ago with Cow-
*. pox, and about the fame time, 2 maid fervant, by Mr. Shrap-

mnell, furgeon to :hy regiment; and another, upwards of four
years back, by for “the country.” As f[oon as matter.
 NUMB. XXX, |, 5 coul
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could be procured from the fervant girl with the Small-pox, -
my fon, and one of the girls who had previoufly had the Cow-
pox, were inoculated. *The inoculated part looked red a_nd
angry, as if it would fefter, for a few days, but then died
away, without producing any effeét; the other girl was Te-
peatedly expofedto the infection, without inoculation, durf{zg
the whole progress*of the disorder, but has not felt any thing
from it. T did not inoculate this laft mentioned pirl, from a
certainty in my own mind of #the impoffibility of giving the
Small-pox when the Cow-poxhad been properly given, hav-
ing mylelf been witnefs for thefe fifteen years paft to your
_perfevering labours, which at laft have attained fuch perfe&ion,
that in a few years the Small-pox muft be eradicated, and thou-
fands of your fellow-creatures, annually, will owe their lives
to your difcovery. = v At

I may add, that the child and the other fervant who were
inoculuted, were alfo expofed to infeGtion. ‘

~ Thefe falts appear to me fo'very ftriking, that I could wifh
you to make themgublic in any way you may think propers

: e S ;

: 7 o Nl DEAR SiR, i
Cranford Lodze, : Your moft obedient fervant,
:ﬁb’ 4, 18010 : BERKELEY.

P. 8. Allow me to mention, that there is an old fervant in
my family, on the verge of feventy, who had the Cow-pox from
milking cows, when aboy.’ From that time he has never been
in the leaft cautious in guarding himfelf from the Small-pox,
but has expofed himfelf again and again, without being fen-
fible of its effects. I mention this circumftance, becaufe, in
converfation on the fubjed, I fometimes find that the Cow-

pox is fuppofed to be a temporary security only againit the Small-
pox. .

Zo the Editors of the Medical and 'P]njﬁcal Journal.
GENTLEMEN, . :

I.F I can add any thing to what has ‘been lately written and
* faid in favour of the external application of cold water in vari-
ous difeafes of the human body, that may contribute in the leaft
to firengthen the opinion of its wtility, T fhall confider myfelf

eminently gratified,. = iR R
y s - ~Haying

o
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Having had frequent opportunities of feeing the bencfits
arifing from fuch practice, I am authorifed to fpeak of it with 2
degree of confidence. °

We are very much indebted to an ingenious phyfician for his.
publication on the fuccefs attending the external ufe of cold
water in typhus, and I have heard its commendations often
repeated in converfation, by feveral gentlemen who have expe-
rienced its efficacy in that diforder.

I cannot fay that I have ever feen it ufed in that {pecies of
fever; but what I confider as equivalent, and what I have em-
ployed for many vears with the flrongeft marked evidence of
every wifhed-for advantage in the fame diforder, is cold vine-
gar. Pty :
Typhus fever, about twenty-five years ago, was a very pre-

vailing difeafe in St. Peterfburgh, but of late years, though
-often occurring, is much lefs frequent there; whether its ap-
pearing feldomer than formerly,®is to be attributed to the im-
provement of the city, by being more built upon, or from
drains dug fince that time to carry off the ftagrant water, or
from the removal of part of the forefts in its neighbourhood, I
will not pretend to decide ; but certain it is, there is no compa-.
rifon between its frequency now and at- the time above-menti-
oned. : » a4

_ In typhus fever, as I before obferved, I have been long in the
habit of ufing cold vinegar, and that very liberally. '

My method of employing it after previous evacuations, the
fever being formed and characterized, was by dipping a napkin
in it, and applying it to the abdomen, the patient being turned
on his back for that purpofe; an operation feldom neceffary

" towards the end of the fever, the patient then, from weakncfs,
generally lying in that pofture. ) ;

The application was frequently renewed, and at the fame
time vinegar was fprinkled over the bed clothes, ﬁdor! and
every -part of the room, and a handkerchief or rag dipt in the
fame, kept continually to the nofe, at which the patient ge-
nerally exprefled figns of refrefhment. From this mode of
pra&ice, with free admiffion of air, clyfters of cold water and
vinegar now and then injeéted, and plenty of cooling drink,
with a convenient ufe of wine, I have experienced very great
fuccefs, without ufing bark, a medicine to which, from its great
reputation, I was formerly very much attached.

So great benefit has been derived from the exhibition of cold
water in a variety of complaints to which the human conftitu-
tion is incident, that it campot be foo much infifted on and
recommended. In typhus, from the experience of many of the
firft praQitioners in this kingdom, ithas gained incontrovertible

: ‘ 2 g reputation,
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reputation, and in many other difeafes it has been known td

Bave been ufed with remarkable good effeés. .
- Itis in comon ufe in northern climates in its extremeft
degree. In angina inflammatoria, by rubbing it on the outfide
of the throat in the ftate of ice. In acute rheumatifm, b
rubbing the pa'rﬁ‘,,raﬁ‘e'.&e’d with it in the fame aggregate form:
In ftrangulated hernia, its ufe has been long and beneficially
experienced; nor has it acquffeé lefs credit in ophthalmia, after
proper evacuations. : e

I fhall now relate a few cafes where I have feer it fucceed in
an extraordinary manner. T el

A middle aged man, immerfed in bufinefs to a degree of
embarraflment, became infane; all the fymptoms of mania
in a fhort time came on; his pulfe was full and ftrong, his
eyes eager and inflamed, his ideas foaring to the fummit of
imaginary grandeur, fancying himfelf related to the greateft -
perfonages on earth, whilft his raving was inceffant with con=
tinual infomnid. He was plentifully bled, purged, and vo-=
mited, ufed antiphlogiftics of various denominations, and was
kept fome hours every day in the warm bath; but nothing
abated the violence of his fury. St : =%

He became at léngth fo refrattory and unmanageable, that
recourfe was had to the itrait waiftcoat, medicines being given
at the fame time, without any good effe@. I afterwards or-
dered his head to be thaved, and a large blifter to be applied to
it, which after remaining twenty-four hours was taken off; and

- four days afterwards, (the bliftered place being then in a healing
“fHate,) his head was gently rubbed all over with a lump of ice;
but the pain it feemed to produce would not allow me to conti-
nue its ufe long together; however, as foon as the uneafinefs ¢
produced appeared to fubfide; it was again had recourfe to, and
renewed every now and then till it manifeftly incommoded him
lefs. After fome hours applying it, he begged we would releafe
him from the ftrait waiftcoat, promifing to be quite obedient to
our commands, and that he would ufe the ice himfelf ; his re-
queft being complied with he kept his word, was quite compo-
fed, took the ice, and began rubbing. his head with it, with
more force th;n we had dared €6 do, and became {o enamoured
of the operatiory that he was almoft continually occupied in -
ofing it; and fuch was the refult of his affiduity, that it foon
procured tranquillity, induced fleep, and abated the violence of
cvery fymptom. He proceeded to get better, till he was ena-
bled again to-attend his bufinefs, which he was incautioufly +

fuffered to trouble himfelf too much about, and the confe-
gucice was a relapfe, from which, I believe, he again efcaped,

v ; undel
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under the care of another gentlemap ;-but on a third attack, I
heard he died in England. 1y itk

The fecond cafe I have tarelate, is that of a Ruffian noble~
man labouring under a retention of urine, to whofe affiftance I
was fent for in the middle of night, in the depth of winter,
when Reaumur’s thermomecter indicated 20 degrees of cold,
correfponding with 11 of Fahrenheit’s below zero. On the cir-
cumftances of the cafe being related, I found that no urine had
been difcharged for thirty-fix-hours, although many means had
been employed to promote it, fuch as bleeding, purging, emol-

ient and turpentine clyfters, with opium, &c. bougies and
the catheter had likewife been attempted, but the refiftance at
the neck of the bifdder had been fo obftinate as to allow no
admittance. ’ 34 o
- On my arrival, the patient complained of, great pain- about
the region of the pubhis;.and the lower part of the abdomen
was very much fwollen and tepfe. His puife was yet full and
. hard, which encouraged me to repeat vencfeition, although he
had been pretty well evacuated before I faw him; but this afe
- fording him no relief,- he became exceedingly anxious and im-
patient, imploring eafe-in the moft plaintive manner.' Now
foiled, and almoft at the ne plus ultra of my fkill, I recollected
the old trite adage of Celfus, « Anceps remedium, &c.”” and
refolved to advife his feet and legs to be put in cold water, a
remedy I had fomewhere heard mentioned or read of, a5 a
powerful diurétic in obftructed urine. =He relu&antly com-
ﬁiied ‘with this propofal ; but on my promifing him that he
ould take them out in five minutes, he went through the
experiment, fitting on his bed’s fide.

The water he made ufe of was taken frefh from the river,
the ice being broken for that purpofe, and his legs were plung-
ed into a pail full of it nearly up to his knees. He complained
bitterly of the pain it occaiioned, but had refolution enough to
‘bear it till the expiration of the prefcribed five minutes, when

~he was relealed from nis purgatory, (his legs and feet wiped
dry) and put to bed, foon afier which, as he expreffed himfelfy

_ he felt a comfortable glow of warmth diffufe itfelf over all his
+body, and in a few minutes afterwards-called for a urinal, as he
thought be céuld make water, which being given ‘to him he
by an endeavour forced out a few drops ; this happy prefage
“ enlivened my hopes, and emboldened me to give to him and
“the’ by-ftanders ftrong affurances of a favourable iffue, which
were verified by the cvent, for in about an hour, etfi guttatim,
he filled the glafs, and before morning had difcharged a cham~
ber-pot-full. - From this time the paflage became free; and, as
I was not his ordinary phyfician, I took my leave, and heard

; ' but
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but little of him afterwardss but from what I did hear, and hav+
ing feen him frequently pafs the ftreets in apparent good health,
1 am inclined to think he received every benefit from the treat-
ment he underwent that could be expected in fuch a cafe. ‘
* The third and laft cafe I thall mention, was of a woman,
“extremely bilious and low fpirited, who, though her condition
in life was above mediocrity; unfortunately indulged herfelf too
much in the ufe of fpirituous liquors;  the confequence of
which was frequent hemorrhagy from the nofe, in general not
difficult to ftop by the common methods ufed for that purpofe,
as vinegar, ice, &c. to the temples, noftrils and forehead, but
on greater diffolution of the blood, the blegding was more dif=
ficult to arrclt, and on onme’ cccafion becamie fo alarming as to
make me apprehenfive for the patient’s life. ' LuE
- All the means adminiftered on former attacks were now
practifed -in vain, the bleeding was not to be ftopped by any
of them, but continued to flownin an abundant fiream for fe-
veral hours, till the ftrength of the body was reduced to a
formidable ftatc of weaknefs. No time was now to be loft,
‘the hzmorrhagy muft be fupprefled, or the patient fink from
inanition.  The only probable mean of fuccefs that I could
think of was ice, which, by its fedative power, might leffen the
impetus of the blood, by diminithing the ation of the heart
and arteries; and here I was not difappointed, for on ordering’
ice to be applied to the cheft, abdomen, znd vagina, in a '?ev?r
minutes the difcharge of blood from the nofe was checked,
which, from flowing in a ftream, began now to efcape only
by drops, and in a few hours the hemorrhagy entirely ceafed,
the ice being occafionally repeated till that ceffation had taken:
~ place. No bleeding at the nofe happened again in  this pati-
ent; but from weaknefs brought on by the great evacuations
the had expetienced, and from perhzps a difeafed liver, fhe
died dropfical about fix months after the period fpecified.
_ I could add many more inftances of the benefits accruing
from cold applications, but am afraid I have trefpafled too much
on your conveniency by what I have already faid. ~ :
- Great Russel Street, Bloomsbury. I am, &ec.

July 16, 1801, J. ROGERS:.

i X
Deseases






i
112 State of Discases in the Bristol Dispensary.

The ufe of aperient medicines, keeping up a determinatian
to the fkin by antimonials, and the ufe of emollient gargles,
have generally been attended with fuccefs, and in a few days
the difcafe_h:{s been removed,

~Tothe Editors of the Medical an_d -Plz}m’cal Journal,
_ GENTLEMEN, = : :

SQME more {triking procfs of the efficacy of yeaft in ty-
phus and putrid fevers have lately occurred in my pra&ice ; if
thought worthy a place  in your Journal, _you will oblige me-
by inferting them. 5 o
Haviag under my care a young man ill with Typhus fever,
belonging to a large family, 1 foon perceived mgny of \them
falling vicums to it. Being obliged to vifit the houfe every
day on the young man’s account, and finding two more takea
« wery ill, I recommended them the ufe of yeaft, as I wgs pre-
- vented affifting them otherwife from their not being able to
procure Difpenfary notes. In the courfe of two or three days,
the fagher, mother, and another child fell ill; and as they had
anly one room for all fix to lie in, two of them were carried
to the Infirmary, and I procured Difpenfary notes for the other
three. Finding the two who were removed to the Infirmary
had been fo much relieved by the yeaft before they were takea
aviay, 1 was induced to try it with the others, who were deli-
rious niearly the whole of the time. I perfevered in the ufe of
the yeait, without any thing elfe, until after the crifis was over, -
when I gave them an infufion of bitters for a few days, and
they all perfectly recovered, I am, &c. iiad
Bristol, 10, 1801, - . W, D. ROL

State of tét/f’at{'en't: of the Bristol Dispensary, from the \ff of
: June 1o the 1 of Fuly, 1801. SRR E
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. Resolutions of the Betevolent Medical Societys
"~ RESOLVED; : : ' A
b7 THAT_thefthanks of this court be given to Dr. Jennerg

for his invaluable Treatife on the Variole Vaceinz, wherein.
he has clearly and fatisfaltorily demonftrated, that the inocue
lated Cow-pox is-acertain preventive of the Small-poxs -«
. That as men of humanity, affociated for the purpofes of bes
nevolence, we fhould be wanting to the chara&er we aflume,
did we neglect the prefent opportunity of bearing our tefti-
mony to the value of this providential difcovery, which, if
generally practifed, we are of opinion, would effetually eradi-
cate the Small-pox, one of the fevereft fcourges of the human

~ Trace.

That this court, in thus requefting Dr. Jenner to accept
their unanimous-thanks for his ineftimable publication, enter-
tain no doubt but pofterity * will do honour to his memory;'
and record his name amongft the real friends of man.

2d. That the refolution now unanimoufly pafled, be fairly
tranfcribed, and fent to Dr. Jenner by the chairman, and a copy
of it fent for infertion in the Medical and Phyfical Journal, and
alfo in the Chelmsford and County Chronicles, and that the
names of the members prefent be added thereto. : ;

- BENEVOLENT MEDICAL SocieTY for the Counties of Effex
and Herts. Court of Audit, holden at-Dunmow, June 8, 1801.

Prefent, L

A

Jobn Andree, M. D. 1 i Mr. Gretton, -

SiMEaBurrs - - | Mr. Barlow,

Mr. Bradley, l - Mr. Wilifher, ;

® Mr. Cribb, - ¢ | Mr. Boodle, - @
M. Clarence, L 8 Mr. Seymour, s . S
Mr. Lawrence, o0 f - Mr. G. A. Gepp, {— &

- Mr. Cooper, ok & il My Harrifons e
Mr. Richard James, | Mr. Butler, d
Mr. Jobn James, Mr. Farr,

Mr. James James, J || Mr. J. Clarance, ]

St 4L Mro NEWES LS Cbairma@.,

The foregoing refolutions, we underftand, were tranfmitted
- to Dr. Jenner in a very handfome letter written by Mr. Newell
the Chairman. "0 e
* We not only hope that pofterity will pay this tribute to Dr. Jenaer, -
but that his contemporaries alfo will not be unmindfil of his merit. ED.
NUMB. XXX. : Q TR Badral)
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of them, the inflammation ekl 1o be more phlegmonous,
if I may fo exprefs myfelf. Thefe children make part of a
family of 300. The houfe in which they live is about a mile
diftant from Birmingham. " Every attention is paid to clean-
linefs and ventilation ; fo that I think the fame effe&s may be
expected as ‘you ufu:lly find in the country. : 3
~ From *** T took fome matter upon thread, with which
T inogulated three children, all at the breaft, about fix
months old; paupers in-the crowded poor-houfe in a clofe
part ‘of Birmingham ; two did not take effect; and the third
was taken to a diftance by the mother the'day after ino-
culation, fo that I never faw the child after; but I have fince
heard, that the mother returned again in a few days with the
child, who had about fifty eruptions, of what the thought
was the Small-psx. ‘The difeafe appearing fo flicht, fhe did not
think it neceffary to trouble me with it; thus I loft the o ly
opportunity of feeing the difeae in this form, and of maki
- any remark on the peeuliarity of its appearance.
Auguift 3.—1I inoculated thefe fix children with frefh crude
variolous matter, butwithout effect. . S5t
25th.—I again repeated. the variolous inoculation with the
like refult; and I intend to repeat it again as foonas L can
procure fome proper matter for. the purpofe. i e
When I have an opportunity of repeating the vaccine ino=
culation, which I hope to have foon, I will take the liber
of applying to you for fome matter. :

. I am, &ec. B u
Birmingham, J. BLOUNT.
June 143 1801. +Since’ the above was' fent to Dr. Jenner,

thefe fix children were put to flecp with: a. child whohad the
Small-pox in the natural way, and not one took the difeafe.

-2

The following, or similar; Addresses are distributed in the
Metropolis, and many otber Parts of the Kingdom.

OF- THE POOR.

NOI}WIIHSTAN_DING the advantage of Inoculation
for. the Small-pox, it is a- melancholy fa& that the poor do
till fuffer very greatly by that diforder. The following ad-

; Qi drefs,

SOCIETY FOR BETTERING THE CONDITION
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- drefs from the phyficians, furgeons, and apothecaries. of the
medical hofpitals at Manchefter, on the fubjet of Inoculation
~ for the Cow-pox, may, it is hoped, have its effe& in pro-
ducing from our medical hofpitals, offers fimilar to that in the
addrefs, and alfo in preparing the minds of the poor -to take
the full benefit thereof. Two families near Manchefter- have
lately inoculated for the Cow-pox many hundreds of the neigh-
bouring poor, who have all recovered without any ficknefs to
confine them a fingle day. Twenty of them were afterwards
inoculated for the Small-pox; for a few days the ufual figns of
- infeétion were perceived on the arms, but foon difappeared,
_without communicating the Small-pox to any one of the
twenty patients on whom this very fatisfaltory experiment was.
: .+ ADDRESS TO:THE POQR. :
*The experience of feveral years has fully proved, that ino-
culation for the Cow-pox is a ‘tertain preservative againft the
Small-pox; and is, befides, fo mild and fafe a diforder, when
compared with the inoculated Small-pox, that it has been ge-
nerally introduced among the better informed and miore wealthy
inhabitants, both of this kingdom and of various parts of Eu-
rope. In order, therefore, to imprefs ftrongly on ‘the minds
of the poor, the ufefulnefs and fuperior advantages of this new
plan’ of inoculation, the medical gentlemen belonging to thefe
charities have thought it their duty to flate, in this public -
~ manner, the following obfervations, for the ferjous perufal of
all thofe poor perfons who feel a proper affefiion for their off-
spring, and who are defirous of promoting their own intereft
and comfort. 3 = : ; :
“1. Inoculation for the Cow-pox has been pra&ifed for' feveral
years, with conftant fuccefs, in various parts of this kingdom,.
2. It has neverfailed to prevent the infe@ion of the natural
Small-pox.- » o e i : S
3~ It may be communicated with fafety to perfons of every
age and fex, and at all times and feafons of the year, with
equal advantage. g B GIE e
- 4. The Cow-pox is much preferable to the Inoculated Small-
PoX,.as being a milder and fafer difeafe; and nos capable of
infeting the perfons living in the fame family, or even fleep-
ing in the fame bed. sy : fe: ;
5+ It does not produce eruptions,’ which fcar and disfigure
* the face; and is feldom, if ever; attended with any other marks
- of the difeafe, than what appear on the arms from inoculation.-
.8, Neither {wellings, blindnefs, lamenefs,. nbr»t}a"ny',f oiher
complaintsy which are known frequently to be the ‘confequences
of the natural Small-pox, (and fometimes, though but feldom,
s ] h - - of
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~of the inoculated Small-pox) have been obferved to follow the
Cow-pox. Pt _ e
7- Alarming fits frequently feize children- when fickening
of the Small-pox; and while cutting their teeth, this diforder
often proves dangerous : But no fuch objeétions lie againft the
Cow-pox. - : % :
8. 50 far from. proving hurtful, delicate and fickly children
“are often improved in health by having paffed through this
complaint. : e o ol T 7
- 9. Scarcely any remedies or attendance are required for the
" Cow-pox. = : ' *

10. There is no neceffity for a courfe of phyfic either before
_eor aftér inoculation. iR ® & T
11. ‘The time of the parents will not be taken up in attendance
upons the sick, to the injury of the fupport of the reft of the
family: and to poor families, this is an objelt of no small im-
 portance.. : S sy e
~»'The prejudices of the pooragainft inoculation for the Small-
pox, by which_ thoufands of lives have been annually faved,
have been often lamented; but if they fuffer unjuft prejudices
to prevent their laying hold of the advantages now offered to
- them by the inoculation of the Cow-pox; they will negle&®
. the performance of a duty they owe to themfelves, to their fa-
- milies, and to {ociety at-large. For furely it is little lefs than
criminal to expofe their helplefs children to the attack of fo
terrible and fatal a’' malady as the Small-pox; when it may be
readily avoided by the inoculation of fo mild, fimple, and fafe
a difeafe as that of the Cow-pox. L
.+ N.B. All poor perfons, whofe affeGion for their families
leads them to embrace this favourable opportunity, may have
_ their. children inoculated for the Cow-pox, at the hofpitals and
difpenfaries, from twelve to one in the afternoon, every day
in the week, (Sunday excepted) throughout the year.” No
‘time ought to be loft by the poor in freeing their families from
~'the apprehenfion of the Small-pox, which daily increafes both-
- in frequency and malignity throughout this town. W

 To the Editors of Z,lz'e Medical and Phyfical Journal,
O e b
THREE children in this néiéh}i_ourho’od having lately re. -
- ceived the Small-pox after a previous inoculation for the Vac-
cine difeafe, I am induced to lay the circumftances attending

" ¢ : : that
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that inoculation, through: the medium of your ]ourp'al, before
the public, to remove any doubts that may have arifen of the
fecurity of the new prallice being invalidated by the accident.
* On Sunday, O&ober 1g, the four children of Nr. Whit-
worth, of Cuxwold, in this county, were inoculated with mat- -
ter received the day before from the Vaccine Inftitution. Ow-
1ing to the ftruggling of one of them, (Harriet) a deeper in-
cifion was made in her arm than was wifhed, and it appeared
the pext day flightly inflamed. This inflammation was not
increafed on the Tuefday morning, though fhe complained of
fome pain in the arm; at night rather more inflammation was
perceptible, but the part was thought to be irritated by pulling:
off her frock: The inflammation gradually increafed on the
Wednefday and Thurfday, though fhé ceafed to complain of
pain from it; and on Friday a flight watery difcharge «took
place from the inoculated part. This continued, as did the
extenfion of the inflammatiory during Saturday and Sunday.
On Sunday morhing fhe took fome dofes of an aperient mix-~
ture; which operated mildly, and in the afternoon fhe appeared
to be flightly feverith. On Monday the difcharge from the
arm was diminifhed, and the inflamed areola, which was fcarcely
of the diameter of half a crown; feemed at a ftand: On
Tuefday a fcab had formed, covering a little purulent matter;
from this time the inflammation {ubfided, and a dry dark co-
loured fcab, fuch 2s commonly fucceeds to a Cow-pox puftule,
“continued on the arm for fome weeks. : :
No diftin& veficle or puftule was ever formed. :
The eldeft and youngeft child were not at all affeted by
the inaculation. ' ] S
"The arm of the remaining child (Gcorgiana) was thought
to be flightly inflamed on the day fucceeding inoculation, but
this was not perceptible on cither Tuefday or Wednefday.
Early on Thurfday morning the rubbed ita. good deal ; at noon
it was inflamed, and 2 minute veficle was vifible on the inocu-
lated part: The inflammation gradually extended itfelf, and
- on the Saturday there was a watery, difcharge from the veficle.
On Monday the difcharge was leflened, and the inflammation,
which was about the breadth of a fhilling, feemed at a ffand.
From that time both gradually abated, and were fucceeded by
a fcab exa&tly fimilar to that on Harriet’s arm. :
. On Thurfday, O&ober 30, Mary and William were zgain
inoculated with matter taken on a thread, at the beginning of
the fecond week, from Harriet’s arm. The plafter was re-
moved on the third day, and no inflammation was- vifible on
the arm of M'ar)",'.though a flight ome appeared .on. that of
William.  The inflammation extended itlelf on the arm of
’ 7 . ' the
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the latter in the fame gradual manner it had done on thofe of
his fifters, and on the fixth or feventh day a watery difcharge
took place. He was mever feverith during the progrefs of ity
though he had been much out of health the week or two be-
fore; and about the ninth day the inflammation, which was ra=
ther larger than a fhilling, became ftationary; the difcharge
gradually fubfided, and the fcab formed precifely as on the
otl;ext two. No puftule or veficle was ever formed in this
cale. i

- The inoculation of Georgiana, in, whom the inflammation
had apparently been excited by her rubbing her arm, was again
repeated, and of Mary a third time, with matter taken from
their brother, but entirely without effe&t. ;

It was inconvenient to the family, who were brought to this
town for the purpofe of inoculation, to remain longer here;
and all'but Mary, on whom every attempt to produce infe&tion
had been fruitlefs, were removed, - £

‘The point in which'the cafés above detailed sprincipally " de=
viated from the regular appearance of the Vaccine dilsafe, was’
in the abfence - of the very chara&eriftic veficie* or puftule,

fo well known to every one who has had an opportunity of
witnefing the complaint, and: fo admirably delincated in Dr. .
Jenner’s publication. S

The inflamed areola too was rather {mall in each of them,
and became .ftationary fomewhat earlier 1 think than it ge-
nerally does. . 1 could not difcern any variety of tinge in the -
inflammation, as fome of your correfpopdents- have noticed in
irregular cafes, nor did I obferve that the hardnefs round the
inoculated part was later in its appearance than ufual. The
matter difcharged from the fore was at firft perfectly limpid. -

The early appearance of inflammation might, perhaps, be
objetted sto, in the’cafe of Harrier; but it was fo very flighty
and did not increafe till thé third day, that it was attributed
to the puncture being accidentally deeper than was intended, .

- and it was not expeéted that the nature of the difeafe could be
_ altered by that circumitance. SR T
The inflammation not appearing. on Georgiana’s arm till
fhe had rubbed it 2 good deai, on the fourth day, rendered the
refult of her inocuiation particularly uafatisfactory, and it was
accordingly repeated, but without effet. The after progfefs;_
4 * a0

{

* Georgiana, it was hmntigine-c!,' had a minute veficle on the inoculated
part of her arm ; but it was more tranfparent, izore glosular, and app_acd
to have a thinner pellicle than marks the'moft decided Cow-pox puftule, -
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of the inflammation on her arm was gradual, and precifely as
Sithewntl: : ks g B
. The abfence of the veficle appeared to me the moft import-
-ant deviation from thé ordinary progrefs of the difeafe, and
enough to render the efficacy of the inoculation, in all of them,
ambiguous ; but as two cafes occurred here two. years ago, in
which it was equally wanting, and the patients were never-
thelefs  unaffe@ted by a fubfequent Small-pox inoculation,* 1
was in hopes our prefent patients would have enjoyed the fame
fecurity. - At the fame time, could any recent matter have been
- then obtained, I fhould certainly have wifhed to repeat the
 inoculation in every one of them. That opportunity, how-
ever, was not afforded me; and a general inoculation for
‘Small-pox taking place foon after in the village where they
lived, they, with the reft, were fubjeted to it, and received
the difeafe in 2 very mild and regular manner. fgpe
~The failure of the above. cafes, though from the circum-
ftances here mentioned it was, i two of them at leaft, unex-
pected, ftill cannot be confidered by any one who has paid due
_ attention to the fubje&, as invalidating the fecurity of the
- Cow-pox inoculation,” where the f)rogre'fs of it has been un-
equivocal. It teaches us, indeed, that a flight deviation from
the regular appearances may affect that fecurity, and where a
favourable repetition of inoculation is not in our power, muft
of courfe, induce us to with-hold our refponfibility for its effi-
cacy. in fuch inflances. It ftrongly enforces too the neceflity
of minute attention to the progrefs of the local affe@ion, as
the only criterion of 2 fuccefsful reception of it; fever, ten-
~dernefs in the axilla, and other more certain Aymptoms of
_ conftitutional affeftion fo frequently being wanting ; per, as
appears from one of the above cafes, does a flight appearance
of the former afford any additional fecurity, where the local
affe&ion is not fatisfactory. ¢ . e S o
_n the country, we labour under great inconveniences in
feldom being able to obtain recent matter, that fent from a dift-
ance {o often failing to produce the difeafe, that little reliance: >
can be placed on it. Several times it has lately” happened in
this neighbourhood, that the matter received from the Vaccine
~ Inftitution has either failed to produce any inflammation, or,
as in thefe cafes, only occafioned an imperfe@ form of the
- ‘ ' 3 e difcafe.

* The patients above alluded to were inoculated by a threéd, and as the
- “plafter was not remuved befare the fourth day, the veficle might be broken
in doing it. In feveral other cafes, though managed in the fame way, that
did not happen, % ] . i

\
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difeafe. 'Till better means therefore of preferving the matter
are difcovered, the progrefs of the Vaccine Inoculation in the
country will, I f-ar, be but flow, notwithftanding every day’s
experience fhould continue to confirm its,importance. |
The eldeft of the children who was left at Horncaftle, was
" inoculated fome weeks afterwards with recent matter procured -
“in the neighbourhood, had the difeafe in its moft decided form,
~ and has fince been twice inoculated for Small-pox without any
effe&. : : :
One of your correfpondents has remarked, that perfons with
‘a fmooth clear fkin, flaxen hair, and light eyes, are leaft fuf-
ceptible of Vaccine infelion; thefe children were preciiely
- of this temperament. : :
Horacastle, Lincolnshire I am, &c.

July 7, 1801. > JOHN FAVVSSETT.’

The Editors perccive that Dr. Faw#fett’s ideas on this fubject are perfecily
corre®, and affure him tha: proper virus, inclofed between two glafs plafes,
may be {ent to China, and never fail to communicate the difeafe. Tohis
method of fending virus' to a diftance is. always employed by Dr. jenner,
who never ufes any that is not taken before the areola is fully fonned.
When taken fater it is not to be depended upon as a preventive of Small-
pox, although it will produce a difeafe imitative of the true Vaccine.

T

Tothe Editors of fke Medical and Phyfical Journal.

GENTLEMEN, : 5
IF the enclofed communication be deemed worthy a place in
your excellent Mifcellany, -its infertion will much oblige your

conftant reader and well wither,

Kegeworth, Fuly 1, 1301. ; , JOHN STEVEI‘ISQN.

THE numerous and very refpeable teftimonials, detailed -
in the various numbers of your excellent Journaly relative to
the faccefsful and extenfive inoculation of the Vaccide Difeafe,
mi_ht feem to render any further communications on the fgb-
je& unneceflary, fince its character as a prophylactic to the .
variolous infe@ion is now, it may be fuppofed, fully eftablithed.
Notwithftanding, however, the mafs of apparently satisfactory
evidence in'its favor, I cannot perfuade mylelf that the praétice

“has been brough to the zenith of perfetion, and; as fuch, in-
.capable of farther elucidation and improvement. Elfe, how
RBMB, XXk, o rar s B : fhall
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_ fhall we reconcile the ‘difcordant reprefentations of its grea€
feverity, and even mortality in fome individuals, with the infi-
nitely greater proportion. of fuccefsful cafes, in which the fub-
 je&s of the difeafe have experienced little conftitutional de-
. rangement, though they have equally participated of its falu-
tary preventive influence? I am aware that the abettors of the
new fyltem will anfwer, that this contrariety of effefts depends
upon the degenerated ftate of the matter employed, and a want
of difcrimination between the genuine 2nd {purious Vaccinia.
It is not however to be expefted, notwithftanding the attention
that has been beftowed upon its inveftication by men emi=
nently qualified both by their talents and opportunities. for
making accurate obfervations, that all its different. modificati-
ons and nice dependencies are, at fo early a period after its
introduction, compleatly developed. -1 am ready to admit that
where the Vaccine virus has exerted unufual violence in its
operation, ‘the caufe is to be fought for in the peculiar irrita- .
bility of the conftitution of the individual at the time of in-
fertion, difpofing it to take on a morbid train-of a&ions, rather
than to its fpecific deleterious nature. At the faie time, from
the two cafes which have fallen under my immediate infpection,
and which- I thall here beg leave to enumerate, I do not feel
perfectly fatisfied that it is universally and infallibly an antidote
to the Small-pox. S ;
. This fuppofition is at leaft admiffible, if we may be allowed
to deduce our opinions from the prevalence of what are confi-
- dered the diagnoftic fymptoms of the genuine Cow-pox, as in
no inftance that has come to my knowledge, has their exift-
ance been fo clearly marked, and fo fully divefted of obfeurity
in every particular, as the following, :

Mafter Thomas-Harvey-Totor: Notts, aged twe years, was
inoculated with . Vaccine matter on the 1ft of June, 18co,
taken from 4 young lady in the fame village, on the ninth day
of the difeafe, and immediatly inferted without dilution, in its
perfectly limpid fate, into both arms.  On the fourth day, the
matter had evidently taken effe&, and on the fifth a fmall vefi-
cle appeared, which gradually enlarged till the eighth, when
my patient became unecafy, fretful, and fomewhat feverifh.
Thefe fymptoms abated in the fpace of forty-eight - hours.
The beautiful eryfipelatous circumicribed efflorefcence, or are- -

-ola around the puftule, which was diftended with 2 tranfparent
fluid, continued to iacreafe in circumference till the twelfth
day. From this period it fpontancoufly though gradually fub-
fided, the matter in the puftule being all this time of an aque-~
ous colour and confiftence. - The puftule began now to aflume

. @ dark complexion, and an efchar fermed, which feparated in ,

v e : ~ about
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about a fortnight afterwards. On the ninth. day a few red
eruptions appeared, fcattered thinly over the body like meafles,
which in the fpace of four days turned brown, and foon def-
quamated, nor did they contain-any fluid during their continu-

ance. In fhort, I know not of any variation in' the fvmptoms -

from the commencement to the termination of the diftafe, from
thofe which uniformly occur in the Cow-pox, fave the cutane-

ous eruptions, which are not a neceflary or ufual concomitant.

On the eighth day, Mafter Edward-Harvey, aged feven
years, was inoculated with matter taken from his brother. It
would be nugatory to ftate the particulars of his fymptoms,
and it is only neceflary to mention that he went through the
difeafe in a more mild, though equally diftin& form. ;

In fix months afterwards, both thefe young gentlemen were
inoculated with recent variolous matter,-in order to remove
from the minds of. their parents all doubts of the efficacy of the
Cow-pox as a prefervative agafnft the contagion of the variola.
As for myfelf, I entertained not the leaft apprehenfion of any
effe&s from the inoculation, and in this conviction I deemed a
preparative courfe quite fuperfluous. The matter which had
been thus introduced, inftead of dying away on the third or
fourth day as I had anticipated, began to produce inflammation
on both their arms. ~You may conceive my confufion and cha-
grin, when on the eighth day, I received a meflage requefting
me to vifit my young patients, who complained of head-ache,
chillnefs, ficknefs, and the other precurfory fymptoms  of
Small-pox. On my arrival, I found, to my fincere regret, that

- there was" little doubt of their having the genuine variolous
fever. The puttules on the arms of both were fully diftended
with purulent matter, and confiderably inflamed around their
margins. In Mafter Edward, on the following day, a full crop
of eruptions fupervened. With refpet to his brother, the
eruptive fever was much milder, a circumftance that was ow-
ing probably to his being more expofed to the open air in addi-

tion to the very foluble ftate of his bowels. The puftules too

never attained to that high degree of maturity as in Mafter
Edward. For after being red, and bounded by a2 marginal
_inflammation, and being filled with a much lefs proportion of
puralent contents, they fooner turaed brown and exficcated, a
fymptom not unufual in very favourable cafes of variola. -,

" That this fecondary difeafe was the real Small-pox, admits
- not of a doubt, fince many children were inoculated fuccefs-
fully with matter taken from Mafter Edward. It may be pro-

per to obferve in this place, that the young lady from wham.

‘Mafter T. Harvey received the Cow-pox, has been lately
inoculated with variolous matter, but did not take the infection,
i : "Rz g G
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the recently fallen off white and branny cuticle; evincing a
more ftriking contraft. - : : oD
For the removal of this fevere difeafe, I gave the following
R.'Hyd_rargyr. muriati. gr. X. : Sgt. gethens nitros. 3J.
Tin&. opii. j. M. Cap. gtt. x. bis in die. K. Hydrargyr.
. muriat. gr. iij. Aq. fontan. 1b. ij. M. ft.“lotio. To be applied
every night to the parts affected. ; :

By Sept. the 8th. the fkin became much fmoother, the fcales
or flakes of defquamating cutcle were much lefs, and ‘the
patient generally much better, bring able to walk, and ba»lio -
to work in a degree. The fenfible heat of the fkin was much
lefs. : o :
O&. 13th. He was feverely attacked with cholera morbus,
on which account I difcontinued the hydrar. mur. but the ufe
of the catechu having recovered him by the 15th inftant; he
again refumed the ufe of the former medicine.

~ 24th. The red fpots, inftead of enlarging and producing scales,
died away, and left the fkin fmooth and elear. o

Dec: 20th. The patient difbelieving that the medicine could
produce fuch a spesdy effeé?, I ordered its ufe to be discontinueds:
in order to evince its power over the difeafe, which rcturned
fo foon with aggravated violence, that he immediately acknow-
ledged his miftake, and begged for his medicine. Since this
time he has continued the ufe of his mixture and lotion, and
found the attacks of the difeafe recur” lefs frequently, and at
longer intervals. The laft, which occurred in March laft, con-
tinued about four weeks, fince which time he is again recovered,
and finds himfelf in good health, continues his work as ufualy
and his body is in a very good and favourable condition. The
gofe has been gradually increafed to 15 drops, three times a

ay. : S
.80 far does the hiftory of this cafe reach the prefent time.

Its future procedure muft confequently be an after recital,
~which I fhall the more anxioufly await, from the opinion of
fome, that mercury is always ineffeitualy and generally burtful,
however contradited by the fuccefsful practice of others: fo
that the diftinction thus derived, of its difference from syphilis,
1s not well founded. v il

Thomas * fays,  This truly horrid and loathfome diforder,
which feems peculiar to warm climates, is evidently of a very
contagious nature.”” But this does not feem to be the cafe here,
in colder climates; for the numerous family of the above

: ek ; | ‘pafienty

® See Thomas's Medical Advice fo the Inhabitants of qpﬁrm ‘C-Iii)tqie:, :
P 119, , T :
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patient, ufing every domeftic utenfil after him, are never af-
fected by it. Lommius* obferves, that < the fourth {pecies of
antpetipo, called the leprofy, is of all others the moft terrible,
becaufe it is incurable.” 'This alfo appears to be, happily, an
untruth, as the above inftance added to others may evince.
Onmiting, however, to enlarge further at this time, [ fhall only
obferve, that the drawing is fo far from being an dggravated
reprefentation of the limb, which fairly refembled the whole
body, that it is not nearly fo bad as the parts really were, both
before and afterwards. : A

. Rockingham Row, Newington Butts, I remain, &c. 3

Aprily 1801. i @ PEA'RS.

To the Editors of the Mcdical and Physical Journal.,
GENTLEMEN, ; ‘

SHOULD the following fingular cafe, which has lately
fallen under my care, appear to you fufficiently interefting to
_merit a page in your valuable Journal, it is much at your
fervice. -
Soutbzuel], Notts. : 3 5 am, &c. . ;
-July 3, 1801, BENJAMIN HUTCHINSON,
' - Member of the Royal College of Surgegns.

ON the 30th of laft May, I was called to Thomas_Jephfon,
twelve years of age, and fervant to Mr. Chadwin, a farmer
at Winkburn, in this county. It was fuppofed that he muft
be dead from an excefs of hazmorrhage before I could
poffibly reach the village, at a diftance of three miles and a
half.. ‘On my arrival, however, I found the boy in a ftate of
fyncope; and on enquiring into the particulars of the accident,
was informed, that on returning from ploughing, he rode a
reftive horfe, and carried fome plough irons before him; _the

" horfe begiﬁning to be unmanageable, the boy t.hrcw ,th.e 1m-
plements from him, one of which ftuck perpendicularly in the
ground: he was immediately thrown, and fell with the pofterior
‘part of his right thigh upon this iron, which tore its way tbrout%!;-

* Vide ]decus Lommius’s Medicinal Qbserawations, Winter’s Tranflation,
Xock 2, poasyl :



; > AL g iF 7 i
‘128 Mr. Hutchinsor’s Case of lacerated Femiir.

the anterior part, dragging with it in its courfe the femorat
“artery, juft below its bifurcation into the profunda. The. ar-
_ tery was completely divided, and its lacetated extremitics
were forced externally through the wound. Owing, I con-
fider, partly to the contra&ion of the veffel, to the coagulum
formed within its_fube, and probably more particularly to the
complete ftate of fyncope which fupervened, the hzmorrhage
- had ceafed before I had reached the village. This large artery
_ being fo immediately in view, 1 had no difficulty in fecuring
with tape ligatures, each divided extremity; and from the
evident and impetuous pulfation, convinced that my pa-
tient was living; I introduced the veffel within. the gaping
laceration of mufcles, leaving the ends of the ligatures exter-
nally. By means of futures and {lips of adhefive plafter, the
lips of the wound were fatisfactorily approximated, and having
applied fimple dreflings, I fecured them by a long flannel roller.
The deliquium was removed by the irritation occafioned by
the ligatures and futures. W :
- Confidering my patient in the fame ftate as after the opera-
tion for popliteal anearifm, I left him with an impreflion of
-anxiety on my mind, not without hopes, however, that the
profunda, with the anaftomofing arterial ramifications, would be
fufficient to furnifh a due circulation for the nourithment of the -
limb. On the following day, I found he had paffed a reftlefs
night, notwithftanding he had taken a draught with twenty-five
drops of tin&ure of opium; the wound was painful ; he was °
yet free from fever, and the limb retained its natural heat.
The quantity of opiate having been increafed the fecond night
to thirty drops, he was not fo reftlefs, ftill, however, fuffering
confiderable uneafinefs, and complaining of a numbnefs in the
whole limb.. Care was taken_to keep his bowels in a fuffi-
ciently open ftate; and with the afliftance of the fame quantity.
of opium, he aglin paffed a comfortable night. The degree of
© pain in the wound varied until the fixth day, when I cautioufly
removed the dreflings, which were completely moiftened by a co-
pious effufion of coaguiable lymph from the mouths of the di-
vided lymphatics. On the day following my patient was feen by
Mr. Beechor, a moft refpe&table furgeon of this place, and
Mr. Thompion, a well informed praitioner of Newark, who
concurred in opinion that the boy was doing better even than
might have been excepted. Appearances now continued much
- inour favor; the pain was inconfiderable, and the extremity
‘gradually recovered its regular temperature and fenfation. No-
thing occurred to interrupt the healing of the wound: On the
twelfth day from the accident, the ligatures were detached from -
the artery, and in the courfe of five weeks the wound was
: com-~
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completely healed, and the boy recovered the perfed ife of
his limb. SRS SR AW it of

T the Editors of the Medical and Phyfical Journal.

GENTLEMEN,

; ALTHOUGH many pertinent remarks have been offered
to the medical world (through the medium of your valuable
Mifcellany) on the fubject of Empiricifm, I almoft. fear it is
lefs confidered than it ought to be. Some plan for the fup-
preflion of thefe infidious pretenders is rigoroufly demanded,
in. juftice to the community, as well as- the intereft of -regular
practitioners. : ¥ : y
. That the common pratice of vending quack medicines has
proved highly deleterious to fociety, .impaired habits and
exhaufted perfons too decidedly indicate ; and folong as thofe
fraudulent impoftors are permitted, unmolefied, to hurl their
rhodomontade among the credulous, fo long will the delufion
continue. The advertifing part of thofe infallible trickiters
are daily increafing their depredations, are hourly impofing on
the community noftrums of nullity or nonfenfe, and .with
dauntlefs effrontery are procuring. patents for whatis in com-
mon ufe.in every apothecary’s fhop.* SuEegERe
It is true that the revenue may in fomé& meafure be benefited,
in confequence of the numerous quantity of ftamps iffued by
the venders of medicine; but, that mankind in general fhould
continue to be plundered of their property and heaith, in order
to enHance the yearly profits of government, is furely not con-
fiftent with reafon, or compatible with found policy.
- Independent, however, of this order of quacks, there are
others, who, perhaps; are equally (if not more) obnoxious to
fociety; profefing themfelves infallibly capable of diftinguith-
ing difeafes by -a flight infpetion of their patient’s urine. This
«clafs (not unaptly denominated Urinarii) is. not very numer-
" “ous ;-and it would be fortunate for mankind did their impof-
tures only average their number.. They feem to have leaft ho-
.nor in their own country, though, even at home, there are
many whofe credulity expofes them to empirical ravage.
* ~Strange as it may appear, it is incontrovertible, that inftances
are not wanting, where emiffaries are regularly fent abroad,

LR

* Witnefs M. Ching’s celebrated worm medicine,
NUMB. XXX, = %S ~ with
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with urinals, to cellect the fignificant fireams-of the undifcern-
ing aflited, which meflengers as conftantly forward the mafs
or ingredients to the poor deluded fuffcrers! Thus, gentlemen,
is a liberal profeffion fhamefully undervalued, while fociety at
large is notorioufly impofed upon. * .

To point out 2 malady without promifing a remedy, will
avail little to the fufferes; I therefore give 1t as my decided
opinion, that nothing fhort of an interference of the legiflative
power' is equal to the intention of reftraining the evil, 1s alone
capable of counterating its mifchievous eftelts, and thereby
of promoting the general good of fociety. I further add,
that, (as the fubjeét is of confiderable moment to the regular
praétitioner) in order to accomplifh an obje& fo defirable, the
neceffury fteps towards fuch an end fhould be purfued imme-
diately. ; ;

Tga't a pradtice fo ignoble fhould continue to be fupported
by a country, whofe boaft is to live in an enlightened age, and
which abounds with medical talents who do no fmall credit to
the day in which they practice, is, to the confiderate mind, a
matter of furprife; that it is becoming more and more exten-
five, and serioufly prejudicial to the interefts of the faculty (as
well as increafingly detrimental to the good of our fellow-crea-
tures) is very evident; and, that it deferves their moft fober re-
gard and determined oppofition, muft ftrike all who have the
fmalleft refpeét for their own profperity, or the reputation of 2
liberal profeffion. = Should the end not’ be anfwered by any un-
forefeen caufes prefenting themfelves, I am perfuaded a ferious
refletion on the dignity of the medical chara&er, and a confe-
quent endeavour to thwart every means tending to degrade it,
will not be undeferving of the notice of my brethren.  Animam
liberavi. , e

Higham-Ferrers, - I am, &c. ;

July 8, 1801 . THOMAS PECK.

* Many cales might be adduced, where patients (although convalef;m;
have colleéted. fums of money of their neighbours in ort?e%- to employ a:)x
empiric, while their apothecary’s Jedger teems with unfettled accounts, -
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- Case of Erysipelas ﬁllofwed by general Anasarca, sut‘ceedir)g
the Vaccine Inoculation, and terminating fatally.

'S,A,RAH WHITBURNE, refiding at No. 12, Little James
Street, Bedford Row, was inoculated with the Vaccine matter
in the left arm,- at the Small-pox Hofpital, where fhe was ad-
mitted an out-pafient, on the 12th of May, 1801. She was
{even weeks old at the time, was fuckled by the mother; and in
all refpe@s a fine healthy child, except being occafionally dif-
ordered 1n her bowels.. The parents were, to all appearance,
in the beft health.
- On the gth day, the arm having the ufual marks of infection,
the child fickened, had much fever, and was at times much con-
vulfed. On the 10th, the inflammation furrounding the inocu-
lated part was very intenfe, and the lymphatic glands fituated on
the left fide of the neck were obferved to be fwollen with
‘much rednefs in the fkin covering them: there was, however,
no continuity of inflammation from the arm to the neck, the
- former having the ordinary circumfcribed appearauce: A co-
pious rath had at this time appeared over the whole body, but
in two days after wholly vanithed. The arm and neck were
dire&ted to be fomented with flannels wrung out of hot water,
with the effect of removing the inflammation from thofe parts:
the inoculated part fpeedily dried and {cabbed over, and did not
_-afterwards thow any difpofition to inflame or ulcerate.

From the neck, however, the inflammatioa {pread on to
the face and head, which became much fwelled, with the ufual
appearances of eryfipelas on thefe parts, the eye-lids being
nearly clofed, and numerous vefications arifing on the furface of
the fkin. The diféafe continued to creep along the cheft, and
gradually over the whole furface of the body, leaving the
part before affected as it pafled on to the neighbouring kine
“The elbow and fore-arm on the inoculated fide were {fo much
fwelled and inflamed, that fuppuration feemed at one time to
be threatened. It is curious that there was no return of
inflammation on the inoculated part, or its immediate vicinity';
the difpofition to eryfipelatous inflammation appearing to have
been completely prevented by the original Vaccine inflamma~
tion. 3 : ? Sk,

A fortnight elapfed before the eryfipelas had completed its
courfe, dating from its commencement on the gth day after in-
oculation; and as the inflammation fubfided, anafarcous appear-
ances fucceeded, affecting efpecially the extremities and labia
pudendi, which were énormouﬂsy fwelled. Great general n'r‘lita-

: : 25 . olly
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tioner, were probably of the fame nature with thofe aboye
mentioned. - In the inftance here related, no doubt cap be en-
tertained of eyery neceffary-circumftznce having been attended
to in the‘operation. o e e

It may be proper to obferve, that no prejudice is likely to
arife againft the Vaccine Inoculation by the fatal termination of
Whitburne’s Cafe; the mother Juppoling the*child to have
been inoculated for the Small-pox, and attributing its death to
the difappearance of the eruption, or, as fhe terms it, the ftriks
ing-in of the pock on the 1oth day. The only inference the
cafe feems to furnifh, is, that we fhould not under-rate the

~ poffible danger of the difeafe, and thereby afford z handle to P;e.
Jjudice or malevolence to oppofe a moft ufeful and important
pradtice. - e e R B R Gt 1

P.S. Itis almoft fuperfluous now to adduce evidence in fa-
vour of the new Inoculation; and I agree with Dr. Pearfon,
in thinking it beft to bring forward unfavourable cafes only,
when fuch occur. I may obferve, however, that I have met with
two inftances lately of the permanently preventive power of the

Vaccine. Two female fervarits of Mr. Cater, of Gracechyrch
Street, were inoculated with Vaccine matter, the one two years
and a half, the other fifteen months ago. = They have both
been employed lately in nurfing a child of Mr. C’s in Small-
pox, with a numerous crop of puftules; and neither of them
have fuffered. - : 33

Walbrook, JFuly 12, 1801.

To the Editors of the Medical and Pl_z_y]z’cal Journal.

~ GENTLEMEN,-

MUCH as the medical properties of Digitalis have been
lately inveftigated, it has been little emploged 1n furgery. Yet
from my own experience of its powers, it is, I thiak, greadly
entitled to notice, and fecondary to none of the more ufeful re-
medies except bark, opium, and mercury. At prefent, how~
ever, I fhall confine myfelf to the ftrangulated herniaj and as
a proof of its efficacy in it, fhall {ubjoin the following cafe,

On the 19th of June my affiftance was requefted for a young
man labouring under an incarcerated fcrotal hernia on the.
right fide, for which he had formerly worn a trufs. _M'rhg'
defcent was occafioned by over-exertion at his bufinefs as a -
- Weaver, and was attended with the u{sﬁ‘ fymp§9m§-'-,§@fqrfe1 :

5 ; law



13 M. Simmons, on Digitalis.

faw him, reduion had been attempted, after employing phle-
botomy and calomel, the warm bath, enema nicotian, and a
- folution of fal ammoniac locally ; and as inflammation had fu-
pervened in the fcrotum on the fame fide, leeches had been
applied to it. The failure of thefe means prefented the ope-
ration by incifion as a final refource ; yet, not entirely difcou-
raged by difappointment, the enema nicotianz was ordered to
be repeated, ice to be applied to the fcrotum and frequently
renewed, and a grain of Digitalis to be immediately admini-
ftered. In two?iou‘rs their fedative effects were ftrongly ma-
nifefted, all refiftance was fubdued, and the hernia now redu-
ced. 3 ;

1 have afcribed the chief merit to the Digitalis, becaufe the
enema nicotiane and cold applications had previoully failed,
and the circulation was interrupted in a remarkable degree.
The pulfe was hardly perceptible, the countenance funk, and
the general depreflion fo great, that ®ther and other ftrong
ftimulants were judged expedient after the return of the intef-
tine. > ¥t
. Foreign writers have infifted much on reforting early to
incifion, which, though dexteroufly performed, -is certainly ha-
gardous. ButIam under a perfuafion, that the neceffity for
it may be fuperfeded, in generaly by the proper employment of
thefe fedatives. The exceptions to which I allude are, where
from the particular manner of defcent, the efforts at reduétion
oppofe an obftacle to“the return of the inteftine; a variety of
which I have feen, and which muft baffle every other refource
of art: Otherwife, very few cafes, I apprehend,. gd prove
irreducible.  Where a fingle dofe. of the Digig does not
anfwer, it may be repeated every fecond or third hour, in con-
jun&tion with the means commonly employed, according to
their fenfible effect; relying on the judgment of the pratti-
tioner in attendance when to abandon them. And I muft cau-
tion him not to continue the ice tog long, efpecially when
mixed with falt, by which a greater degree of cold is genera-
ted, left gangrene fthould be induced, and the event of the ope-
ration, it neceflary, rendered more doubtful. : :

Reduction is chiefly prevented by the inflammatory flate of
the contents of the herniary fac; which ftate confifts in an
. increafed frequency and vigour of the arterial pulfations, pro-
ducing an effufion, and accompanied with a morbid fenfibility
and tenfion. Thefe augmented dimenfions are further ex-
tended, by the hindrance given to the return of the venous
blood, and by the watery fluids of the inteftines diftilling inte
the firangulated cavity, as well as by the expanfion of the gas
contained within it. While, ‘on the ore hand, every caufe of -
o8 G dilatation
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dilatation muft tend to lighten the ftriure, admitting the ten-
don to be wholly paffive ; on' the other, a diminution of bulk |
muft obviouily fz)x]cilitate the replacement of the protruded con-
tents. The fedatives employed in this cafe feem well calcu-
lated to fulfil the feveral indications. By the Digitalis the
fupply by the arteries is ftinted, and mufcular refiftance obvi-
ated by it and the nicotiana; and it is the well known property’
of cold to diminth fenfibility, and contra& the gircumference of -
fubftances coming in contatt with it. I have faid nothing of .
inverting the body, fuppofing, it to be done in every inftance
attended with difficulty, as in this. My method is, to fufpend
the patient by the hams over the fhoulders of a ftrong perfon,
fitting or kneeling on a bed, and to incline the head and body
a little forward; in this pofition, the inteftines recede towards
the diaphragm, affift by their weight the external force, and
draw back firft the part laft protruded; the fluids may alfa.
efcape into the abdomen by their own gravity, and the mufcles
immediately concerned are fhill further relaxed, Coarfe as it
is, the one adopted by our anceftors was more fo; but their
object was the fame. [t may not be amifs to remark, that the
fluid contained in the incarcerated inteftine fhould be dif-
charged by prefling laterally, or by endeavouring to approxi-
mate its fides, and not by prefing from the fundus upwards.
Where the aperture is not very ftrongly clofed, after reducin
the tenfion, a little time fpent in this” way will feldom fail ta
empty it; for the ftriGure muft be tight indeed to refift the
tran(miffion of a fluid thus impelled by the hands of the ope-
rator.

You have before recorded an inftance of the fuccefs of Digi--
talis in the ftrangulated hernia (fee Vol. iii. p. 330,) of which
this may therefore be deemed a confirmation, p=

S Lam, &c, .‘
Manckefier, Fuly 11, 1801, ; - W. SIMMONS.
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Observations on Phiegmatia Dolens, by Dr. Hure.
: [ Continued from our laft, pp. s1—63. ]

it Observations on Mr, White's Theory of the Disease, -

N the fecond part of his ¢ Inquiry,” the ingenious author
makes the following remarks: « When a healthful woman,
who has not had the anasarca gravidarum, is feized with this
diforder, in her lying-in in its fimple, perfet, but uncom-

s SR £y plicated
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plicated ftate, and it §s confined fo- one fide only; which hap-
pens about nine times out of ten, it is then allowed by al
-adthors who have written profefledly ‘on the fubjeé, that the
fiwelling is confined to the limb, nates; lumbar and hypogaftric
~ region, groin, and labium pudendi of that fide, and 7 muft add,
that it occupies all thofe parts; and never in the fmalleft de-
gree deviates from that finé.” p. 58 ™ - 0 e 0

. Though it igéclear from the former part of my paper; that
the above ftatement is incorret, I am willing to admit on Mr:
‘White’s authority, that the affeGion was exadly. of this kind
in every cafe wherein he will fay, that on a careful éxamina-
tion he found it fo. - Moreover, in difcuffing his theory of the
difeafe, ‘which he feems to deem applicable only to this parti= -
-cular variety, named by him Phlegmatia alba dolens puerper-
arum,-1 will not avail myfelf of the obje&ions that might be-
urged againft it, from takifiz a more- comprehenfive view of
the malady; but will endeavour to prove, that his theory is
at variance with fis own obfervations and cafes. ‘His eighth
cafe I muft ‘beg leave fo infert entire in this place, as'I thall
- have occafion to refer to different paffages in it hereafter; and I
am defirous that it fhould appear to every reader, tha: the
~quotations from it are made with perfect fairnefs, = :

« ErtzageTH RoTrwerL, of Gravel Lane, Salford, a
very healthful young woman, aged 24, free from any chronic
diforder; and who had always enjoyed a moft perfe ftate of
health, was delivered of her fecond child, as fhe lay upon her
left fide, on the 3gth of January, 1783, by a midwife; had an.
easy time, and fuckled: her child. ~ She was kept very warm,
never went out of her room, nor did any thing gy%ﬁhxch the
could poffibly catch cold, till twenty days after delivery, when
a window was opened in the room about a minute or two.
an hour after, she was seized with a pain in ber right side and
shoulder 5 but bad no' cough ; she was bled, which’ eased the pain.
Two days after, the was atracked with pain in the groin, la-
bium pudendi, thigh and leg of the fame fide, which swelled, -
and then the pain abated. The parts were tenfe and hard,
attended teith fever. She wassmade a home patient of the In-
firmary under the care of Dr. Bell, and is NOW go’f 'beffé&ly
well.”  Inguiry, P. T oA oY - v Y Soresk

“ Before I enter upon the examination of the theory. of this -
difeafe, as"given by Mr. White, it may not bé improper t
premife a few obferyations, . 1. On the nature.of - the. fluid
poured out by the exhalants into the differént circumfcribed
cayities of the human body, both.in a healthy and difeafed
ftate. 2. On the nature and properties of the lymph. And,
3- On the ftructure, courfe, &c. of the" lymphatics, efpecially

- . | :in ’
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in the inferior extremities and the other pé.rts of'z the trunk,
ufually affetted in Phlegmatia Dolens. e e a
1. ‘The exhaling fluid in the natural ftate of the body, is

not in fufficient quantity to diftend the cavities into which it

is conftantly pafing from the extremities of the arteries open--
ing upon them; it merely moiftens the internal furfaces of the
membranes; to the touch it is vifcid and mueilasinous, and is

analogeus ‘to the ferum of the blood. In drbpﬁcal cafes it is

accumulated in fufficient quantity to be eafily obtained and
fubjected to a chemical analyfis. . M. Ronelle and Fourcroy
have examined the exhaled fluid of hydrapics, as taken from
the chefty pericardium, ovary, abdomen, &c. and have found
it poffefling all the properties of the ferum. According to the
latter author, it is ordimarily vifcid, yellowifh, of a fweetifh
and faltifh tafte ; it fametimes contains greyith vellow flakes in.
greater or fmaller quantity, which confift of coagulated albu-
- men. It coagulates by heat, acids and alcohol, precipitates

L Y

on the addition of calcareous and metallic falts, and turns the

fyrup of 'violets green. “The coagulum, formed by heating it,
is of a fulphur colour, is light, porous, and of a tremulous
confiftence; a flightly yellow liquid oozes from it, which is
net coagulable, and contains fulphur, phofphates of lime, &ec.
Diluted with water and heated, the exhaled fluid of hydropics
affords a,milky liquor, which does not coagulate, but yields a
yellow pellicle: A true jelly cannot be obtained from it,
therefore the albdminous matter contained in it, is not in the

true ftate of gelatine.* In inflammatory difeafes the exhaled

fluid thrown ‘into the different cavities of the body, coaou-

lates, a portion of the coagulating Iymph of the blood, or fia.

brine, according to the new chemical nomenclature, being con-
tained in it. A feparation of the fibrine from the ferous part afs
- terwards takes place, and this, when it becomes perfe&ly folid,
either attaches itfelf wholly to the internal furfaces of the mem-
branes lining thefe cavities, or partly adheres to them, and
partly is formed into flakes or leofc coagula, 2nd intermixed
with the fluid part.

‘2. The lymph, or fluid, contained in thofe abforbents which -

do not convey chyle to the thoracic du@, has by different writn
ers been confidered as the fame as, or at leat as analogous to,
the ferum of the blood; and a prieri it may feem aliowabiz to
confider it as the fame identical fluid with that exhaled in:o
the circumfcribed cavities, or with this and 2 flizht admixiure

N
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* See Fourcroy Syfteme des Connaiffances Chxquua‘ 8vo. Tom. iX.
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' Mr. Aftley Cooper informs me, that in an experiment upon
the abforbents of a horfe, e put a watch glafs under the divi~
‘ded abforbents, and caught the lymph as it iffued, which coa-
gulated in about three minutes, and that he has alfo taken
]gymph in the fame way from the abforbents of the neck of a
dog, and found that it coagulated. From what has been al-
ready ftated, it appears that the lymph varies in its difpofition
to coagulate; and#from an interefting cafe, related by Mr.
Patch, i would feem that it fometimes affumes a milky appear-
ance. The boy, who was the obje& of this cafe, had a milky
difcharge in confiderable quantity from a {mall orifice in the
groin. Three or four fpoonsful of the fluid were brought to
him, which, he fays, * appeared like fcalded milk ; and fome of
it being heated over a candle, it foon turned to a foft curd.®

There 15 reafon to believe, that this fluid was difcharged from
the inguinal abforbents, and that there was an admixture of
adeps in it, as it was white, and the boy is {tated to haVé?be:éi;
very much weakened by this evacuation. It is to be hoped,
that thofe pra@itioners, who have an opportunity of collecting
the lymph from. wounds, or ulcers-of the groin, cubit, &c.
will analyfe it with more care than has been hitherto done.

- Fourcroy feems to think, that, by paying attention to this
“kind of refearches, the abforbents may be opened at pleafure,
and_that this fort of operation, which he names lympheé, may
-fulfil fome ufeful indications; that it may remove lymphatic
plethora, diminifh the mafs of fuperabundant white and nou-
rithing juices, and evacuate the lymph thatis accumulated in
certain cavities of the body; fog, fays he, the depletion of 2
large lymphatic veflel, and the void which fuccseds it, muft
augment ghe force of fution and abforption 1n one region, and
ultimate)& in the whole of the abforbent {yftem.+ It doesnot
appear, that ‘the lymph has ever jellied, or coagulated in the -
‘veflels of the extremities in a living animal. i

3. The lymphatics anaftomofe more frequently than the arte-
fies, and the anaftomofing branches are in many parts of large
fize; from their very frequent communications with each qt@e&
they often form an irregular ne’;:w?rk.I Their coats ace'gh’mhg;

W ! 2 A o L an

Tl

* Edinburgh Medical Effays, Vol. v. p. 238. .

+ Syfteme des Conn. Chimiques, Tome ix. p. 169. s

1 “ This anastomosis takes place not oniy between the finaller branches,
but between the larger trunks and the glands themfelves."—¢ From ‘one
lymphatic on the top of the foot, a confiderable number of other lymphatics
en the leg and thigh, the greater number of the glands in the groim, on
the edge of the pelvis, on the vertebrz, and the thoracic duét itfelf, m—r;yn
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and more tranfparent, but ftronger than thofe of the red veins,
whence they are enabled to fupport a column of mercury. of
confiderable length; when diftended, they havea jointeq ap-
pearance, owing to their valves., In the inferior extremities,
‘the lymphatics are in two general fets, or layers, one fuperfi-
cial, ‘the other deep-feated. The fuperficial Jymphatics are
very numerous; compared with the fubcutancous veins, they
are, according to Mr. Cruikfhank, as fourgeen to one. They
accompany the veins, named V. saphena major et minor. “The
deep-feated Iymphatics accompany the large blood-veflels, and
are lefs numerous than the {uperficial ones, but are at leaft .
double the number of the arteries. Both thefe fets of lympha-
tics enter the inguinal glands. Part of the lymphatics of the
external parts of generation in women, of the lymphatics of
the inferior part of the abdomen, of the loins, nates; and vici-
nity of the anus, paffes alfo into the inguinal glands; whiilk
another part of them palfes by the ncareft road into the:pelvis,
avoiding the inguinal glands: The lymphatics of the right and
Ieft fides of the inferior part of the trunk anaftomofe with each
other; fo that the lymphatics of one lower extremity, and of
the other parts of the”trunk, ufually affe&ed in Phlegmatia
Dolens, when confined to one fide, are not more diftin&t than
the blood-veflels of the fame parts are.®* Of the lymphatics,
which proceed from the inguinal glands, and pafs under Pou-

part’s ﬁg{ament,, fome accompany the external .iliac artery;
others defcend along the fide of the pelvis near the internal
iliac blood-veflels, and pafs through fome of the conglobate
glands fituated there, . With refpect to the Iymphatics which
pafs through the inguinal glands, it may not be improper to
remark here, that thefe glands are the centre or focus, and that
the lymphatics of the loins and abdomen may ith as much
reafon be confidered as the extreme points of this part of the
lymphatic fyftem, as the lymphatics of the leg and foot. Now
we find, that in five or fix of the fourteen cafes related by Mr.
White, the difeafe in queftion began in the back, and " ex«
tended’or defcended to the groin, &c.t In thefe cafes, there-
fore, the complaint, if it began in the lymphatics, according
to Mr, White’s hypothefis, muft have begun at a diftant or
extreme point of the affeCted part of the lymphatic fyftem

: : e : . that

in the famg manner be inig&gd.”—“ The intention of Nature by thefe anafsy
tomofes, is evidently 10 secure a number of roads, by which thefe imi;oft.'
an:ﬂ:uds,.the chyle a_nd lymph, may he carried into the blood,” Crwﬁ.
sbank’'s Anat. of the absorbing Vessels of the Huwnan Body, p. 83s.

# See Mr. White's Inquiry, Partii. p. 58. ;

¥ Sec Mr. White’s Inquiry, Parti. Cafes 1, 2, 354 9y and 12,



Dr. Hull's Observations on Phlegmatia Dolens. 341

that is, at aconfiderable diftance from the groin or brim of the
pelvis, if we follow the route of thefe lymphatics. “Why then,
agreeably to the fame hypothefis, may not the complaint begin
in a diftant part of the infecior extremity, as in the lower part
~ of the thizh, orin the leg, and afcend or extead to the groin?
And upon what ground can thofe cafes be rejected, which be-
.gin in the leg, and are attended wich the famne {ymptoms as
thofe which begin ip the groin? - A '
I will now proceed to examine the whale of Mr, White's
Theory of Phlegmatia alba dolens puerperarum, as recapitu-
Jated in p. 125—131 of the Second Part of his Inquiry, pre- -
mifiag, that he has changed his ground, as far as relates to the
mgmcr in which the fuppofed injury of the abforbents is ef-
fected. : : : '
¢ When the brim of the pelvis,” fays this very refpeGtable
‘writer, ¢ forms a prominent line on the body of the os pubis,
and is as fharp as an ivery paper folder, or as fome knives, and
jagged like a faw, and the gravid uterus, by the violence of the
labour pains, forces the Iymphatics againft this fharp edge, it
mult cut or lacerate thofe lymphatic vetiels which wrap round it.
and dip down into the pelvis, and they will difcharge their con~
tents.” From this quotation it appears, that the divifion of
the Iymphatics by a (harp prominent line * on the body of the
os pubis is made a causa, sine qua non, of the difeafe. | his {harp
ridge is, I believe, a wery rare occurrence, and Mr. Waite
has not been able to thew, that the lymphatics, which pafs over
it into the tubular part of the ‘pelvis, have in any cafc what=
ever been cut through by this ridge, or procefs. He affirms,
indeed, in p. g9, that it cannot be denied, ¢ that the fame
tharp bone, which cuts through and lacerates the uterus and pe=
ritoneum, will alfo cut through or lacerate a/l the intermes
‘diate f>ft parts which lie betwixt the uterus and that fharp
bone.” Neverthelefs, I am of opinion, that peither the lym-
phatics paffing over this tharp bone, nor the periofteum which-
covers. it, -would neceflarily be divided in thofe cafes where
the uterus or vagina is fo far injured as to give way duriag
labour. Further, he has not adduced one fingle initance ta
fhew, that this {harp ridge of the os pubis has ever exiited in
the pelvis of any woman who has fuffered an attack of Phlega
matia alba dolens puerperarum: But he has circumftantially re-
Jated the cafe of Jane Kinnerly in paze 93, which goes as far, per-
haps, towards proving the contrary of his hypothcfis, as any one
cafe can go to prove a general doctrine, This poor unfortunate
~ ; woman’s

* The ferrated appearance of this ridge, which’ Mr. White fpeaks of, T
fhould apprehend, is produced after the petiofteun has been feparated by ma-
seratjon from {ome injury.
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us that this difeafe is not a phlegmon. or an eryfipelas, he adds,
 neither is it an iliac abfcefs, or an abfcefs under the fafcia
lata, as it newer comes to fuppuration;”’ which is dire&ly contra-
digtory of the paffage juft quoted. 2. That Mr. White fays,
in the fecond part of his Inguiry, &c. p. 8, he is “ well fatif-
fied that there is not one” (cafe) “of the genuine difeafe, in
its fimple, uncomplicated ftate, fufficiently authenticated, that
ever proved fatal ; not one that was ever atténded with any ex-
ternal inflammation, abfcefs, gangrene; or burfting of the fkin
in the legs or thighs, as in anafarca.” Yer Mr. W. tells us,
in another part of the fame work, p. 80, that ¢ whenever the
. fwelling of the limb lofes its elafticity, and pits upon preflure,
it is probable that many of the lymphatics burft.” Now, if
_this be the cafe, why may not the extravafated lym-h in the
- leg, or thigh, produce an abfcefs here as well as within the
cavity of the pelvis; an inftance of which Mr. W. mentions
as having a&ually occurred in the cafe of Jane Waters.  He
may not have feen 2 cafe where a fuppuration of the limb took
place, but it cannot be fuppofed that he bhas feen every termi-
nation of this difeafe; and ‘there is but too much evidence to
prove, that this troublefome complaint has taken place in va-
rious inftances.* S g A ;
He then proceeds to fay,  In a {pace of time, generally be-
twixt twenty-four hours and fix weeks, the orifices in the rup-
tured lymphatics will clofe, and they will be 'gorged with
Iymph, which will be impeded in them, but it will continue to
flow in thofe which have not béen ruptured, particularly in the '
deep-feated lymphatics which accompany the iliac artery, and,
by anaftamsfing with thofe which have been ruptured, will prevent
any material injury for the prefent, and in time will entirely fup-
ply their place. r. W. has not fufficiently explained himfelf
upon the ftate of the divided extremities of the lymphatics, be-
twixt the time of ‘receiving the injury and the commencement
of the difeafe. If the divided extremities clofe quickly; the
difegfe, if it be owing to this circumftance, thould arife much.
Aooner than is generally found to be the cafe. If they be gra-
dually contra&ting for a fortnight or more, the anaftomofing
branches being gradually ‘fuffering a dilatation during this pe-
-riod, fhould totally prevent, I think, any fwelling of the limb
from taking place at the time the wounded lymphatics com-
pletelyfelofe.  Again, if, as Mr. W. has afferted in the above
quatation, the anaftomofes of the injured with the. entire lym-
R B e b N phatics,

= 2 —

; "f The ;'authority of Callifen, for"iy:hich Mr. White has a high refpeét, may
bt 'kere adduced, ““ Interdum cedema puerperarum in gbi’ceﬂ'um la&teum-yel | -
Yymphaticum tranfit.” Prizc, P. II. §. 39. :
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phatics, will, for the prefent, prevent any material injury, it
may be confidently expelted that they will effeGtually prevent
all injury afterwards. . From confidering the confequences of
tying the large blood-veflels of an inferior or fuperior extre-
mity, and from viewing the number and courfe of the lym-
phatics of a lower extremity,+ I am induced to believe, that if
every lymphatic which paffes over the ridge of the os pubis
down into the pelvis were ticd, or obftruted, fo that a fingle
drop of lymph could not be tranfmitted through them, the re-
maining found lymphatics would, by means of their frequent
and large anaftomefes with the obftrued ones, eafily convey
the whole of the lymph to the thoracic duét, o that, at moft,
only a comparatively flight and gradual tumefa&tion of the limb,
unattended with the violent pain.and other {ymptoms of Phleg-
matia dolens, would be produced. The fuppofed caufe there-
fore appears to me to be totally inadequate to the production of
the difeafe. i :

« By the obftru&ion of the lymph,” continues Mr. White,
< the groin, labium pudendi, and upper part of the thigh fwell,
the tumour gradually extends towards the leg and foot, and
grows very painful, white, tenfe, elaftic, hard, glofiy, and uni-
form.” . There is no part of Mr. White’s theory which fur-
prizes me fo much, as his confidering the tumefattion, during
the firft ftage of the difeafe at leaft, as arifing folely from the
diftenfion of the lympbatics. This fuppofition is, in my opi-
nion, wholly untenable, and, as far as I know, is only main-
tained by Aftruc and Mr. White. The progrefs and uni-
formity of the fweliing, zll militate ftrongly againft it. In the
firlt cafe of his Jnguiry, &c. PartI. p. 13, our Author fays,
that the progrefs of the fwelling was “{o quick, that the whole
limb was, in the courfe of twenty-four hours, diftended to
twice its natural fizes” and, in the fixth cafe, p. 21, he fays,
¢ the pain defcended into the groin, labium pudendi, thigh and
leg of the fame fide, which fwelled to thres or four times the.
natural fize.” An inferior extremity of moderate fize, for cx=
?mplc, one 36 inches long and 4 inches in it€ mean diameter,
15 equal to 452 <ubic inches, or about 15 wine pints; confe-
quently, if a limb of this fize be diftended to twice its natural
magnitude, that is, till it contain twice as much matter, within
twenty-four hours after the attack of this difeafe, 152 wine
pints of matter muft be added to the limb in that fhort fpace -
of time; and, if it become four times the natural fize, as ftaced”

: St
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¥ Sec the figures of the lymphatics of the lower L e
Mr. Cruikfhank, Fyfe, thz’ & VL cxfremmcs.v given by :
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in the cafe of Phoebe Waters, then 462 pints of matter mufe
be added in the fame, or a longer fpace of time," for this is not

~ {pecified. Now it would be difficult to fhew, that the whole
- of the exhalants of an inferior extremity, when a&ing natu-

rally;” depofit 153 pints in it within twenty-four hours ; and yet
it is neceffary that they fhould depofit twice as much in that
time, according to the theory under confideration, for an ac-
cumulation of 15 £ pints of lymph to take place, fuppofing only
one-half of the lymphatic trunks of the limb to remain unin-
jured, becaufe the found lymphatics muft abforb one half of the
exhaled fluid, even if there were no communication betwixt
them and the impervious lympbatics, by means of’ anaftomofing
branches. Hence I am led to conclude, that the exhalants do
pour out an unufually large quantity of fluid into the parts af-
feéted in the firft ftage of Phlegmatia alba dolens puerperarum:
And I conclude that the principal part of this exhaling fluid is
accumulated in the eellular texture, and that only a compara-
tively fmall part is contained in the lymphatics, I. Becaufe I
do not conceive it poffible, that the whole of the lymphatics of

the parts affe®ed can contain one-third of the quantity of
‘matter which is required to increafe the bulk of the limb to the

degree ftated by Mr. White. 2. Becaufe we know, from cafes
of pneumitofis and 2nafarca, that the cellular membrane of a

- limb is capable of being diftended, sither by an claftic or in-

*

-

elaftic Auid, till the limb attains the fize mentioried above,  3-
Becaufe we find it expreflly ftated by Z:inn, in the cafe which
he has related in the Comm. Soc. Reg. Sc. Gotting, Tom. IL.
that the [erum in the cellular membrane bad almoft affumed the
nature of a tremulous jelly : ¢ Serum enim in tela cellulofa in
gelatinz tremulz naturam fere abiit, omni liquidiori parte re=
forpta.”” This is the more decifive, becaufe the limb was’ dif=
feted. Various other writers have alfo afferted, that the ac-
cumulated matter is contained in the cellular membrane ® - If-
the abforbents of the lower limbs thould contain one half of
the matter neceflary for the produétion of the intumefcence in
this difeafe, [ fhould expec to find many of thefe veffels much
larger than a goofe quill; in which cafe the- operation, named
lymphée by Fourcroy, would become almoft as eafy as blood-
letting, in limbs affeCted with Phlegmatia alba dolens puer-
perarum: Whereas I have never found one lymphatic veffel -
perceptible either to the eye or touch; and am hence induced
to believe, that: when a perceptible enlargement of one or more
of thefe veffels does take plage, it ought to be confidered as

SN

&: ?&ee i.évrct L’Art dt’;s Acc. § 934, Sagar. Byft, Morb. Sympt. p. 1 4y
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fo much lymph; and confequently there is not fo great a fupply.
_The lymphatic glands fometimes grow painful and fwell, which
is ‘owing to the vasa inferentia {ending the lymph into them
quicker than the vasa ¢fférentia can difcharge it. Pains will
fometimes attack parts, which have neither lymphatic glands,
Jarge nerves; blood veflels, nor lymphatics, which can onlybe -
accounted for from {ympathy.” I he enormous effufion of fluid
into the cellular texture of the limb appears to be checked pari-
1y by the diminithed action of the arteries in confequence of this
topical evacuation of them, and partly by the refiflance which
the diftenfion of the fkin prefents. The painful enlargement
‘of the lymphatic glands, .which fometimes takes place in the -
courfe of the difeafe under confideration may, I conceive, be
much more fatisfattorily aferibed to inflammation, communi-
sated to-thém from the parts in which they are imbedded, or
excited in them by the ablorbed fluid, When the enlargement
and. induration have taken place, the paflage of the lymph into
them will, in a:} probability, be obftru&ted, and the quantity
that actually enters them diminithed. TFhere appears to be
abundant caufe for idiopathic p2in in every part affected with
Phiegmatia alba dolens puerperarum, fo that we'have no occafion
to recur to fympathy for an explanation ; and I muft confefs my-
delf ignorant of any pains attacking parts, “ which have neither
lymphatic glands, large nerves, blssd-vessels, nor lymphatics.”
Mr. White next informs us, that « the words calidus, hot
- or:warm, when f{peaking of the fwelling of the limb, are made
ufe of in contradiftin&ion to lewcopizlegmatra, in which the
limb is white and cold ; in this diforder it is white and warm.
‘When fpeaking of increafed heat, it is to be underftood of the
whole bedy, not of the limb alone, as that does not appear to
be hotter than the other parts of the body.”” In the general -
hiftory of this difeafe, given in his' former publication, Mr. W.
fays, the limb “is hot, and exquifitely tender,” p. 8; anda
“degree of heat greater than is expreiled by the term warm, is,
in my opinion;meant by all the writers on this malady. Hither-
to I bave never taken the temperature of either the body or limb
by a thermometer, which I regree: But, as far as I have been
-able to judge from the feel, the affccted limb is generally hotter
_than the found one, and the whol¢ body hotter than natural in
the firft ftage of the diforder. 1o the fenfation of the patient
likewife the difordered limb has, in various initances, beeh hot-
ter than the reft of the body, and the pain is by fome patients
reprefented as of a burning kind. - : :
« There is heat in all fevers,” continues Mr. W. <« but that
does not imply inflammation, every fever is’ not inffammatory. -
-"There is a quick pulfe, but that is owing to irritation by the
: U2 o oo jadden
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fudden and violent diftenfion of the irritable coats of the lym=

-phatic yeflels.” In his former publication, we are exprefsly
told, that there is inflammation in the firft ftage of the difeafe.
He fays,  but as this inflammation is not the original difeafe,

- but a {ymptom only, &c. &c. p: 59. Whether the inflammation
be the primary or fecondary compiaint, I fhall have occafion to-
confider hereafter, when I come to defend my own theory; with

- refpect to the quicknefs of the pulfe, Mr. W. feems to forget,
that rigors and frequent pulfe, &c. not uncommonly precede the
pain; and as it has been thewn above, that the pain precedes
the fwelling, we cannot with any degree of propriety attri-
bute the quick pulfe to the fudden and violent diftenfion of the

_ lymphatics, . :

.. Mr. White, in the next place, fays, “if you punéture the

- {kin with a lancet, the lymph does not flow out as in anafarca,

- where it is thin, and is lodged in the cells of the cellular mem-
brane, which communicate throughout the whele body. In

- this diforder, you do not punéture the trunks of the abforbents,
but the minima vasa only of the cutaneous’lymphatics. The
violent pain and diftenfion do not continue many days; the
anastomasing lymphatics begin to enlarge, and by degrees carry off -
the obftructed lymph; but it is many weeks before it has ob-
tained a perfeétly free paffage.” It has been fufficiently demon-
ftrated already, that the intumefcence of the limb is principally, if
not folely, occafioned by the effufion of a fluid into the cellular

* membrane, which fpeedily coagulates. Hence, when a punc-
ture, or fmall incifion is made through the {kin early in the com-

. plaint, little, ifany, fluid iffues out: But afterwards, as the affec-

- tion of the limb approaches more to anafirca, a greater dif-
charge of liquid iflues from a punéture of the (kin, becaufe the
proportion of fluid to the coagulum in the cellular membrane is

- gradually increafing, s is expiained in my Effay on Phlegmatia

~ « dolens, p. 268. If the lymph be colleted in the lymphatics, as

s ftated by Mr. W. though, only the vafa minima fhould be
punctured, I fhould expect a confiderable flow of lymph from
them; for when the fmall arteries or veins of a part are enlarg-
ed, thefe, when punctured, bleed fieély, Mr. White feems
to admit, that the intumefcence of thie limb is occafioned by the

- effufion, of fluid into the cellular membrane in the laft ftage
of the dijeafe: For he fays, in page 80, “ whenever the fwell-

- ing of the limb lofes its elatticity, and pits upon preflure, it is

- probable that many of the lymphatic veficls burft.” Now, if
the lymphatics do burft, their fluid muft of courfe pafs into the
cellular membrane of the limb; but if the lymphatics fhould

. burft, we might expect the inflammatory ftage of the difeafe to
be reproduced according to his theory, when thefe ruptured

: : e lymphatics
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* Iymphatics became healed, which is not agreeable to fads. ' It
- ‘appears very extraordinary to me, that the lymphatics of an in<
. ferior extremity fhould be fuppofed to be fo much diftended, as
to contain from 15 £ to 46 % pints of lymph in addition to
their  natural quantity, and that the anastomosing vessels fhauld
then only be beginning to enlarge. Why does not the enlarge-
“ ment of the anaftomofing branches keep pace with that of the
- other branches of the lymphatics 2 And why does not'the difeafe
< ceafe as foon as thefe anaftomofing branches are fo far increafed,
~as to be able to tranfmit the quantity of lymph formerly convey-
“ed by the trunks fuppofed to be obftru&ted, and long before the
fwelling has arrived at half the balk which we find it attains
Three or four lymphatic trunks, of one-twelfth of an inch in
- diametery are, perhaps, all that can be divided in the {ituation
- which Mr. White has fixed upen : Therefore, according to his
- hypothefis, as foon as the amaftomoiing branches of the limb
are f{o far enlarged, as. to be able to tranfmit as much lymph as
thefe three or four trunks can, which are fuppofed to be ob=
ftructed, the complaint fhould begin to fubfide and go off. -
- This muft happen, I conceive, long before the lymphatics of
the limb can be diftended to that extreme degree which will
- enable them to conuain the quantity of lymph mentioned above.
* How inconfiderable an augimentation of each of the numerous
" anaftomofing branches muft be fuficient to convey every
particle of lymph that fhould have pafled throuzh the trunks
fuppofed to be obftrutted, to thofe that are uninjured and
pervious ! A : 9
Mr.” White concludes his recapitulation, by faying, « this
diforder has not been known to return in the fame’limb,
¢ though women have had f(everal childrén after having had this
“ complaint ; becaufe the fame accident cannot happen a fecond
- time to thofe Jymphatics. * - = ° ; :
The firft cafe whica I' faw, affeGted both the lower extre-
~ mities of a lady who was lying-in, very fcverely, and it was
the fecond attack. - She was unable to fuckle her child, and
~attributed it to the milk fettling there. She was not alarmed
- by the complaint, and knew how to manage it better than [ did
‘at that time. - Mr. White may, however, reject this cafe as not
a genuine ¢afe of his Phlegmatia alba dolens puerperarum, be-
. caufe 1 negle&ed inquiring into the ftate of thelabia pudendi,
“&c. As the is now dead, I cannot obtain the neceflary informe
-ation on this point. If nothing more could be adduced againft
- Mr. White’s theory than the recurrence of the difeafe in the fame
-limb, I do not fee how this circumftance could be urged
againt it; for we know that the intumefcence of the limb is
-much greater in fome patients than others.  Mr. White’s :av;n
o2 Z : €S
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¢afes teach us, that the limb becomes fometimes double, arid
fometimes four times the natural fize.  Now, the eafieft mode
of accounting for this, agrecably to Mr. White’s hypothefis,
“would be to fuppofe, that one haif only of the Jymphatics which
pafs over the fharp ridge of the os pubis, and defcend iinto the
~ pelvis, is divided in the former cafe, and 'the whole in the latter
cafe; confequently the fame limb may be fuppofed to have one
half of thefe Jymphatics divided in one labour, and the remain-
ing half in a fucceeding labour, which will account for the
production of the difeafe twice in the fame limb.  Further; we
may conceive, agreeably to the fame hypothefis, that in' one
‘cafe an inferior extremity ‘may become -tumefied without any
-affe@ion of the labium pudendi of the correfponding fide ; that
in another cafe the intumefcence of one extremity may be ac-
‘companied by an affe@ion of both labia pudendi; that in a
third cafe, one or both of the labia pudendi may become tume-
fied, without any fwelling of the lower extremities ; accord-
ing as one or more points of the fharp ridges of the offa pubis

have been prefled open by the fetal head during labour.
When Mr. White wrote the firft part of his Inquiry, he had
not known Phlegmatia alba dolens puerperarum to happen ¢ to
-2 woman more than once, though fhe has afterwards had more
<hiidren,” p. 11: But, in the fecond-part, he mentions a lady
~who had the difeafé on one fide in her firft labour ; and ¢ in her
fecond eonfinement fhe had it on the other fide,” p. 87.  Again,
in the former part of his Inquiry, we find him aflerting, that
this difeafe  never comes to fuppuration,” page 38: In the
fecond part he relates a cafe, where an abcefs formed and burft ;
and endeavours to explain why it formed, and alfo fome other
circumftances relative to it. - See pages 113, &c. _After thefe
‘occurrences, I fhould not have expected to find Mr. White
confidently afferting in the extract, upon which | am comment-
ing, that the fame accident cannot happen a fecond time to
the lymphatics, which pafs over the os pubis and defcend into
the pelvis, and declaring in a former part of the work (page
49), that a eafc, which I faw and have related in my Eflay on
Phlegmatia dolens, * had {fymptoms which are not compatible
-with this diforder.’2 Mr. White-may, perhaps, very properly
affirm, that he hasmot yet feen the difeafe occurring twice in
the fame limb; and that" he has not witneffed the fymptom or
fymptoms, which he deems incompatible with the diforder:
But I am convinced, that he is neither juftified in faying, that
the fame limb cannot be twice affeéted ; nor in affirming, that
the cafe juft alluded to, had fymptoms ‘which are not -com-
x?at_ibl:e with this diforder. ' We fhould be caatious in declaring
e i o S ¢ dns T waany
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any fymptom incompatible with z difeafe which does not imply
a contradi@ion ; and may properly fay with Demea : -
e i3
¢ Nunquam ita quifquam bene fubduta ratione ad vitam fuit,
w “Quin res =tas, ufus, femper aliquid adportet novi,
 Aliquid moneat, utilla, quz te {cire credas, nefcias

. Et quz tibi putaris: prima, in experiunde repudies.” 3
: i TERENT. ADELPH. A&. V. Sc. 4.
2 ] [ To be continued. ]*

: To.Dr. BoA LE X,

IR P

: THE following account of the flate of Midwifery in modern
Greece, conftituting a proof that Nature often defies the moft _
deftructive attempts of art, is tranflated from a new work of

- Sonnini, Voyage en Gréce & Turquie : If you think this con-

tribution to the hiftory of the obftetric art deferving a place
in your ufeful Publication, it is very much at your fervice.

£ . I am, &Cn‘

Solo Square, July 1.3, 1801. : -C. KOENIG.

T uE manner in which the children of the modern Greeks
make their firft entrance into the world is, indeed, too re-
markable to be left unnoticed here. It is furprifing, ‘that of
the multiplicity of travellers to the Levant, and particularly to
the Mles of the Archipelago, none fhould have had the leaft
idea of the method thefe people have adopted in affifting at the
labours of their women. Having myfelf bad an opportunity
of being prefent at the delivery of a lady”of that country, and
being the firft who has treated upon this fubject, fo interefting
for the hiftory of men, I fhall not hefitate to enter into the
particulars of the manner of their proceedings.

. The young woman, at whofe labour I was prefent, had juft
completed her eighteenth year; the was tall, well made, of 2
healthy, vigorous conftitution, and poffefled fuch a fhare of
beauty, as might have excited the envy of even the antient fe-
male inhabitants of Greece. The forerunners of labour ma-
nifefted themfelves juft when the was going to fupper; the
young lady was, therefore, conducted to her bed-chamber;
where 1, having obtained permiffion, did not omit following
her. The midwife, who was very old, and reckoned parti-
cularly fkilful in her profeflion, arrived foen after, accompani;&
» : ey
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;_2'3. female afiftant, who, though equal in age, was far in~
rior to her in refpe& to the expreflion of her features. A
painter, withing to reprefent a Sybil, could not have feleted
- a better model. Her apparel, and, indeed, the whole of her
‘appearance, was forcerefs like; and the anfwers fhe gave to
my quelions, as for their ebfcurity, might have pafled for fo
many oracles. She alfo brought with her a kind of tripod,
compofed of two pieces of wood, joined at an-acuté angle,
and having at the place of their union a flat piece of wood fit
for ﬁ_tti_ng upon ; the whole was bound with pieces: of old
Linen, and fupported by three low clumfy legs. The firft at-
tention of the midwife, before fhe began her operation, was
dire&ed to the locks; doors, trunks, drawers, and every other
thing in the houfe, provided with fuch fafe guards, were care-
fully opened. This precaution, founded upon a very fingular
analogy, is taken with a view to effe& an eafy delivery; and
from the fame ridiculous principle, matrons on]{ are permitted
to attend on thefe occafions, virgins being abfolutely excluded.
They likewife informed me, that if I chofe to be prefent, 1
ought to remain in the chamber till the operation was entirely.
finifhed, this being a rule from' ‘which nobody was permitted
ta{werve. The moment the labour begins, thofe who are in
the apartment muft not retire, nor are thofe without fuffered
to enter ; the former are even confidered as impure, and unfit
for mixing with other people, until a pricft is called for, who,
by beftowing his blefling, cleanfes them from their fuppofed
mpurity.,. 2 : :

In the mean time Nature began to a& ; the efforts which
fhe ufes for accelerating the birth of a new being became
more frequent, and all the circumftances promifed an eafy la-
bour and fuccefsful delivery, During the acion of the infant
upon the mother,* the latter was not fuffered to be ar reft, for
the was forced to walk continually in the apartment; and as
often as want of fpirits, or weaknefs, made ber with for a mo-
ment’s repofe, the two old ‘matrons would fupport her under
her arms, and sblige her to continue, though really fhe did not
appear to be much pleafed with this prom-nade. When the pains
came on, fhe was defired to bend her body forward, while the
midwife, being placed behind at the bed, violently prefled the
young lady’s fides, which was perfevered in till the pains were
over. After this a freth walk commenced, and was continued
till new pains afforded an opportunity to the midwife to re~
aflume her applications. : e i g
I am not fufficiently acquainted with the mechanifm Nature

ey ; ; . employs.
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employs in thefe cafes, to decide whether the method juft re~
lated be injurious or not; I can only fay, that it is univerfally
praétifed in the countries I defcribe; where difficult labour is
fcarcely ever witnefled. I may add, that I myfelf beheld the
good effets (at leaft apparently) of this operation; for the
pains, though rapidly fueceeding one another, were of no long
duration, and the young lady feemed little affeéted by them. A-
“famous phyfician whom I confulted about this, very much dif~
¢ approved of fuch violent meafures, There is, however, per-
haps, no country on the face of the globe where labour is lefs
fevere than in Greece: This indulgence of Nature towards the
- Grecian ladies may be confidered not only as a reward for the
fimplicity and regularity of their manner of living, but chiefly
as the effe& of the climate in which they live: A ferene 1ky,
an atmofphere not condenfed by fevere frofts, but inceffantly
warmed by the breath of vernal zephyrs, and impregnated
with efluvia’s, exciting health and vigour, enable the wo-
men to overcome thofe dangers they feem fo perpetgally li-
able to. '
Man-midwiyes are quite unknown in this country, and really
if any fhould attempt to pra&ife here, he would meet with no
encouragement ; for, without having read Hacguet's work,
they think it the higheft degree of indecency for a woman to
employ a2 man for her delivery: And really Nature in this
country performs every requifite herfelf, while the midwives,
on the other hand, ufe every means to countera& it, In cafes
of fome difficulty, they will refort to fuperftitious remedies;
(with them fcience does not extend farther than that) but for=
tunately, fuch cafes are ranked among things extraordinary.)
During the time I fpent in the chamber of the young Gre-
cian in labour, I afked the midwife feveral queftions concerning
her practice; for inftance, I enguired what fhe ufed to doin
cafes of an unnatural pofition of the child? Such cafes, the
replied, happened but very feldom ; if they did, the would en-
deavour to bring the infant into due pofition ; and this prov-
ing fruitlefs, the would apply to the hufband, who, in the opi-
‘nion of the women of this country, has it fully in his power
to remoye every obftacle to a fuccefsful delivery. This ma-
gic power, which, fhe aflured me, would never fail, confifts
in three raps, which the hufband applies with his fhoe upon
she fhoulders of his wife, pronouncing at the fame time, with
# loud voice, the following ‘words: *’Tis I who have given
this burden ; ’tis I who take it off,” e X
_ At laft the critical moment arriving, -the young woman was
laced upon the tripod; good nature and apprehenfion -were
- @epi@ured upon her face, and 3}? placidity of her features ap-

NYMB, XXX, pearcd
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peared not to be much altered by the pains fhe endured. The,
-midwife placed herfelf before her, rather lower, and the affift~
ant fitting behind the patient upon a more clevated chair, flung
her arms round the middle of her. : :

The infant foon made its appearance : When it was fepara-
ted from the placenta, the affiftant, with her vigorous arms,
lifted the patient for feveral times, perpendicularly, over the -
tripod, upon which the again dropped her with great rudenefs.
In this manner fhe was unpitifully handled till the delivery was
entirely concluded, which fortunately took place very foon.

However folid the motives may be by which rational phy-
ficians are prompted to exclaim againft fuch a.rude method of
haftening delivery, yet it would be a matter of great difficulty
to abolifh it in a country where they-do not experience any
fatal confequences attending it. It was aftonithing to me, that
the patient herfelf did not at all complain of fuch a cruel proce--
dure, but went to bed without any appearance of fatigue. A
very fhort repofe rendered her as’ eafy as the was before ; her
complexion, though (now) lefs brilliant, fill retained its for-
mer frefhnefs: fhe received, without conftraint, a volley of
congratulations, and anfwered them as if her fituation was the
moft tranquil imaginable. - 3 : o dive
_ Dire&tly after her delivery, the lady was clofely wrapped
from her bofom to the flanks in a broad linen bandage. Here
again the European phyfician will have ap opportunity to ca-
vil at the application of bandages: ® Every mechanical compref-
fion of the abdomen of a delivered woman is highly pernici-
ous; the weight of the infant, during nine mon,tﬁsiééf preg-
nancy, the fucceffive contra&ions of the uterus, or the violent
pains of labour, having co-operated to irritate the organs ;
every compreflion in this ftate cannot but be extsémely inju-
rious.”* Though this refle@ion may be the refult of a ra-
tiomal theory, yet the ladies of Grecce would confider it as.

- merely chimerical ; for, indeed, they fuffer the preflure of the
bandage with the fame impunity with which they defy the dan-
gers of the violent treatment in the firft ftage of labour. ~
They even pretend to derive from this operation the advan-
tage of preferving the beanty of their forms, by preventing the
ufual concomitants of frequent labours, an excei'{iv'e::'fwelfing;
and the appearance of wrinkles on the abdomen. : ’

During the firft day after delivery, the midwife boils frefh
petals of rofes in wine and honey, and afterwards ufes the fame

decbé’dg{x

* From a letter written by Saccombe to Sonniini, on the danger attendli
$he Grecian practice of midwifery, . Bt AN
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decottion from the dried leaves. After feveral lodons with the
former, the ufe of the latter is contiriued till the next day, when
the pudenda are fomented with cotton dipped in warm wine, af-
ter which, the powders of cinnamon or cloves, nutmeg or carra-
way feed, are applied alternately; one of thefe aromatic fub-
ftances being only ufed at a time, and changed at each drefing.

Inftead of wine, which is only ufed for the above mentioned
. purpofc in cafes of great delicacy of the frame, they generally
refort to brandy, the application of which is not without 2 great
fhare of pain. Whatever be the ftate of the delivered woman,
the drefling with the aromatic fubftances is continued for the
fpace of eight days, morning and evening. The moft fingu-
lar circumftance is, that the midwife, at each drefling, afcends
the bed at the fide oppofife to the pillow, and having placed
her legs between-thofe of the patient, the takes hold of her
hands, and putting one of her feet exaétly upon the fuffering
_ parts, the fhocks them for three times with the greateft vio-
lence. ;

On the evening of the eighth day, an egg is boiled hard,
which, .after being deprived of its fhell, and firewed over with
the powder of one of the mentioned fpices, is tied to thofe
parts-which had experienced the rude foot of the midwife, and
left there for two or three hours. This operation,” which, as
the old mﬁnon'grnvely told me, is made with a view to re-
move' the ‘cold which the patient might have poflibly caught,
puts 2 final end to the treatment after the delivery, and the
midwife {%difmiﬂ'ed.
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On the anodyne Virtue of Camphor ; by Mr. Ring,
Member of the Royal College of Surgeons in London.

To the Editors of the Mepicar and PHysIcAL JoURNAL.

GENTLEMEN,

HAVING read in your Journal an aceount of the peculiar
efficacy of camphor in a large dofe, as an anodyne in cafes of
painful menftruation, Itried it, and found it deferving of every
encomium it had received. >
. Previous to the exhibition of this medicine, the patient, who
18 a fervant, fuffered at every return of the catamenia the moft
excruciating tortures ; infomuch, that the was not only obliged
to go to bed, but fhe ufed toX beat herfelf, and was quite fran_
il : 2 i



b My. Cumming, on old Ulcers:

tic, from the dreadful agony fhe endured, for above four hours.
—1I direfted ten grains of camphor; rubbed with an equal
quantity of fugar, to be taken in water on the accession of the
pain 3 and it acted like a charm, for ina quarter of an hour
the pain was almoft entirely removed. :

- She now takes it regularly at every monthly period, and
with fimilar advantage; fo that fhe is able, at thofe times; to
follow her ufual occupation without inconvenience.

New Street, Hanower Squarey I am, &c.

Fuly 17, 1801. JOHN RING.

T the Editors of the Medical and Phyfical Journal.
GENTLEMEN, as

AS a further elucidation of the benefits arifing from the ufe
of ftrips of adhefive plafter in the cure of old and ill-conditi-
oned Ulcers, I beg leave to publifh, through the channel of
your. valuable Journal, the following cafe.

Margaret Allen, wife of one of the boatfwain’s mates,
made applitation to me foon after my appointment to the Royal
Oazk; for the cure of an ulcer of the above defcript?h, on the
fuperior part of the malleolus internus of the right leg, dbout
the fize of a fixpenny piecey, and of a fhape inclining to an
oval; with hard and callous edges. On queftioning her about
its former treatment, fhe faid it had been drefled very regularly
with cerate or bafilicon, and was occafionally touched with
Cuprum vitriolatum ; and notwithftanding all the care and at-
tention which had been beftowed upon it, for the fpace of five
months; it became more and more painful; and obftinately re-
fifted the plans that had been devifed for its cure; and began
to increafe in fize, which greatly added to the poor woman’s
uneafinefs and apprehenfions for the fafety of her ankle joint,
fuppofing, from the pain fhe conftantly experienced, that the
bone was difeafed. After applying the fticking plafters, firft
longitudinally; endeavouring to contra& the face of the fore;
and then -tranfverfly, by way of retaining the longitudinal
ftripsy, and making more perfe& preflure, I retained the drefl~
ings by means of a foft comprefs of tow and an elaftic flannel
bandage, applied alternately round the arch of the foot and
ankle; after which, in the courfe of two or three dreffings,
the whole of the callofity difappeared, and the fore difcharged
2 laudable pus, and was completely cicatrized in lefs than three

. weeks. = A
The
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. The beneficial effe&s of this mode of treatment are fo imme=
diate and ftrikingly obvious as to excite both pleafure and admi=
ration, calling into aftion that defire which medical men muft
ever feel to account for the modus operandi of every thing
within the fphere of their profeffion, which I think may be
explained in the following manner. :

After an ulcer has remained long open, I conceive a great
deal of atony exifts in the part, which may have been pro-
duced by various caufes} fuch as irritation from fubftances ap-
‘plied to it, or probably from too great admiffion of air, or the
debilitating effeéts of un&uous matters, &c. all of which caufes
are perfectly obviated by propsr and equable preflure from the
fticking plafter and roller, effe®ing a deftru&ion of the old
atonized irritable parts, and giving birth to new veflels, vigor-
ous, and fit for healthy granulation. :

Whether the above account is fatisfatory, I leave to the:
decifion of my readers, or thofe whofe experience is greater
than my ownj however, this I may with truth affirm, that
thofe medical gentlemen who chufe to diveft themfelves of pre=
Jjudice for old -eftablifhed rules; will find their moft fanguine
expectations fully gratified by a ftrict adherence to this im=
proved mode of drefling; and I think there will be no vanity
in afferting that the community will be confiderably benefited
by it, for I myfelf have experienced its happy effects, long be=
fore either reading or hearing of them in the treatment of my
patients on board of thips of war; but for want of that exten=
five pra&ice which falls to the lot of my brethren in hofpitals,
I never thought fo ferioufly of its merits, as to give that d'e-.
cided preference it fo juftly deferves, through difidence ‘in
appearing before the public. -

: s Maiests ; &c.
His Majesty’s Ship Royal Oak, I am, 5
Portsmouth Harbosr, Fuly 17, 1801, RALPH CUMING.

To the Editors of the Medical end Physical Journal,

. (GENTLEMEN,

THROUGH the medium of your very ufeful Publication ¥
beg leave to.recommend to the attention of the medical world
an infirument for the extraction of teeth, invented by Mr.
WHITFORD, Surgeort’s Inftrument Maker at St. Bartholo-
‘mew’s Hofpital. Its fuperiority to thofe in common ufe con-

fifts in its elevating the tooth in nearly a perpendicular d;ii.r;:-
: < :
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: : &
tiony and from the heel of the inftrument being applied to the
tooth, exactly oppofite the point of the claw, much injury to
‘the gum and alveolar procefs, as well as great pain to the pa-
tient, is avoided. I have repeatedly made ufe of it withegreat .
fatisfaltion to myfelf, and my patients have uniformly expreffed
their furprize at the {light pain they experienced in the opera-’
tion. In juftice to the ingenuity and induftry of the inventor,
1 am induced to folicit the favour of you to infert this congife -
account of it ia the next number of your Journal. s

Craven Street, ] I am, &ec. ; '

Suly 16; 18014 L Ry REECE,'Su_rgeOn.

Remarks on the History and Nature of the Dolor Faciti 5‘
by the late Prof. SieeoLD, of Wur;burg.*'

THIS dreadful difeafe, which is commonly ftyled the Dalor
Faciei of FOTHERGILL, on account of its being fuppofed to
have been firft mentioned by that great praffitioner, was
before known, in the year 1756, to Mr. ANDREE, furgeon at
Paris, who accurately defcribed it under the name of fic, and
explained it with fevera] obfervations.+ Mr. StEBoLD, how-
ever, traced the hiftory of this diforder farther back, finding,
that in the year 1724, it had been treated by Joun HarT-
MANN DEGENER, pra&itioner at Nimmegen, whofe excellent
obfervation and defcription of that affeftion is communicated
in the firft volume of the 472 Nature Curisfor. (de dobore -
quodam_perraro acerbogue maxille finiftre partes occupante et per
paroxyfinos recuprente, p. 347.) This pra&itioner even fup-
pofes; that LawrEence Bausca, phyfician at S’clyweinfurtb, in
Franconia, prefident and founder of the Societas Naturz Cu-
ricforum, died of this diforder in the year 1665, according te-
the annals of that fociety.f The patient felt for four years a
very excruciating pain in the right maxilla, fometimes growing

. : Tefsy

&

* Doloris Faciei, morbi rarioris atque atrocis obfervationibus illuftrati,
zdumbratio Diatribe 1. qua exercitationes clinicas in nofocemio julizo ha-.
bendas indicit G. Ch. Sicbold, Dr, Med. Prof. Wirceburgi, 1795, pp.
‘22 In 4to.—Diatribe IT. qua pro capeflendo in illuftri inclyta et ornatiffima
facultate medica loco et dignitate ad orationem die xx1x Jul. 1797, publice
celebrandam invitat. pp. 23 in 4to. ! 3 S

t Obfervations Praltiques fur les Maladies de Purethre et fur les plu-
fieurs faits convulfifs, 3 Paris 1756, pp. 318, &c. Fge SR a T

§ Miicellanca Nat. Curios, Dec. 1. -Ann. II.

aster,



g

Prof. Sichold; o tbe Dabor Faich,. . 159

lefs, and then ceafing ; but,.at laft, ‘;t iﬁcreafeé to fucl; 2. des”

* gree, that he became unable to fpeak or to fwallow, and not=

withftanding all poffible remedies, died emaciated, and with 2
palfy of the left fide. There exift alfo, Obfervations on. this
difeafe by Dr. Danier Lubwic, in the year 1673.% o
‘The Doler Faciei may be called analogically, (like otalgy,
~odontalgy, &c.) profopalgy, as it undoubtedly belongs to the to-
pical pains without fever; andthis name feems, befides, to be
congruous with refpeét to the feat as well as to the origin and
kind of pain. The feat of the difeafe has been thought to
_ariginate “in the teeth, but éven drawing of them proved to
'be of no effe@. Itis obferved by Dr. ForuerciLy, that
« the difeafe generally appears about the fortieth or fifrieth year
‘of ‘age, a period-in which people are not much {ubjeét to tooth-
ach; and though feveral patients fuffered tooth-ach at the fame_
time, yet others were quite exempt. The antrum Highmori
is equally affigned as the feat of the difeafe, but without any
probability, as it feems impoffible a pain fo fevere, and lafting
for folong a time, fhould take place here, without producing.
fome change, inflammation, and fuppuration, which never was
the cafe in all the inftances of that painful affection; according
to what we find recorded in the annals of medicine: teeth
were drawn out, and an opening made into the antrum, without
ever percgiving any matter to iffue thence, The pain generally

extends itfelf to the jaws, a circumftance which is to be afcribed

to the diftribution of nerves. The difeafe, luckily, occurs
fo feldom, that even phyficians of the moft extenfive prattice

never had an opportunity of obferving it: We find ic, how=

ever, mentioned by practitioners of all nations, except the
Italians. Dr. FOTHERGILL met with fixteen inftances of it
Dr. TaiLeN1us, a German phyfician, faw it but twice during.
2 moft extenfive pradtice of twenty years; Dr. Arpir, a
Swifs phyfician, only once.in twenty-feven years.- The fol-
lowing “exhibits the literature of different nations on the above

difeafe. , ; Sy ;
DurcameN.—Degener, loc. citat.—Fan ¥y in Verhandelin-
gen uf’tgegeven door het Zeeuwfch Genootfchap der Wetens-

“

chappen te Vliflingen, Dec. VIL 1782 i.e. Tranfadtions of

the Society at Vlifingen. Vol. VIL. :
FRENCHMEN.—Andxé, lot, citat—SAuvAGEs ;. Nofologia
Methodica, under the name of Trismus Dolorificus, Clafs 1V,
Ord. 1, Gen. 2, Spec. 14.—Bonnard ; Journal de Medicin;,-
* e 1775

. * Mifcell. ‘Nat. Cur, Dec, I, AnnyIII, Obfev. 252, de dolore fuerci-
Yiari acerbiffimo, ‘

%
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1778, wonth, July.—Lavagan ; ibidem.—Thouret 5" Memoires 4
de la Societé Royale de Medicine, a Paris, T, 1, 1776, T. 3, °
¥779, T.5, 1782and 83. Journal Encyclopedique, m. April,
1777. Gazette Salutaire, No. 73. confer. RicuTer’s Chi-
rurgical Library, Vol. IL. in German.—4ndry; Mem, de la
Soc. Roy. de Medicine, T. I 1776, T.V. 1782 and 83.
Louis; Gazette Salutaire, A. 1776, No. 36.—Guerin; Ma-
ladies des Yeux.—Pujot ; Treatife on that difeafe of the face,
which is named the Tic Douloureux, tranflated from the
French into German, by Dr. Schreger, 1788,—S8pielmann;
Gazette Salutaire, 1791.— Petit and Laugier ; Journal de Me=
dicine, in July 1793.—Waton 5 ibid. 1793, March, No. I.
ENGLISHMEN. — Fothergill; Oblervations on the ufe of
Hemlock, in Medical Obferv. and Inquiries, Vol. III. &c. or
in Fothergill’s Medical and Philofophical Works ; ed, 7. Elliot,
London, 1781, p. 315; of a painful affe@ion of the face,
ibid. p. 427; and Medical Obfervations and Inquiries, Vol. V,
—Davidfon; in Duncan’s Medical Commentaries, Vol. V,
1792.— Blunt ; Med. Obfery. and Ing. Vol. V.
Swizzers.—Rahn; Mufeum der Heilkunde ; 1, e. Mufeum
of Medicine, Vol. I.—4ep/i ;' ibid, p. 302.—8auter ; ibid. allo
Tiffot and Poblen—Richts; in Sapatier Traité Compl. d’Ana-
tomie, T. III. p. 452. ;
GErRMANs.—Lentin; firlt in Blumenbach’s Medicinische Bib~
Jiotheck 5 i.e. Medical Library, Vol. I. (a periodical work,
that is now difcontinued) in his Contributions to Practical Me-
.diciney (in German) Vol. 1. 1797, p. 382—398. Vol. II,
1798, p. 92, feq. Hufeland’s Pra&ical Journal, Vol. IX,
No. I. conf. Medical and Phylical Journal, Vol. TII. B- 575~
~—Selle; in Neue Beitrage, &c. i.e, New Contributions to
Natural and Medical Science,” Vol. I. p. 27, &c.—Pogler s
Blumenbach’s Medical Library, Vol. IL. p. 506.—Thilenius
Medicinifche und Chirurgifche Bemerkungen; i.e. Medical and
Surgical Obfervations: Franckfort, 1789, p. 283.—Bokmer ;
in Blumenbach’s Medic, Libr. Vol. IIL p. 315—336—Baldin-
ger; in his Medical Journal, Vol. II. p. 7.—Leidenfroff and
Gunter ; in F. G. Forftmann Diflertatio de Dolore Faciei Fo=
" thergilli; Duifburg, 1794, 4to. extracted in Tode’s Medical
Journal, (in German) No. I1[. Vol. I,—Richter in his Surgi-
cal Library, Vol. XI. p. 135. (in German.) :
FoTHERGILL obferved, that this diforder moftly attacks
women, but DEGENER and others faw it in men. Mr. Sik-
BoLD met with three inftances in the female fex, and one in 3
man: It feems, however, to occur more frequently in women
than in men, and the proportion is about five to four. It is
remarkable, that the fubjeGts of the difeale in England werg
: ST oy
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moftly women, in the proportion of 1to 14; and in Germany
-moftly men, in the proportion of 21 to 13.  On reviewing the
cafes mentioned by different authors, we obferve, that they
were for the moft part confined to the period ‘of age between
‘the thirtieth and eightieth year; and inftances of the diforder
being met with at an carlier period of life have but rarely, oc-
curred. The German tranflator of Dr. Fothergill’s works
relates a cafe of 2 young lady, nineteen years of age ; and alfo
Dr. Leidenfroff a fimilar inftance, ( Differt., fupra citat.) Dr,
- Rany, Prof. WEIDMANN, of Mentz, and Prof. SiezoLp,
of Wurzbourg, are the only perfons who have obferved this dif-
order in pregnant women. The patient of Prof. WeipMaNy
was attacked by the pain a month before her delivery; evacu-_
ants were fruitleflly employed, but fhe was cured by opium
and bark., Dr. SiepoLD’s cafe is very remarkable, on account
of the pain ceafing entirely during pregnancy, a circumftance
~ that feems to prove the great power which the body enjdys in
this ftate, of refifting feveral difeafes, a remark already made
by HipPoCRATES, (de internis affettionibus, cap. 53, ed. chart.
t. viii. p. 677) who tells us, that a dolor ifchiadicus difap- -
peared during the period of pregnancy, which, however, re-
curred twenty days after the delivery. Dr. SAuTER faw this
painful affeftion difappear during a putrid fever, and Dr.
SELLE in an intermittent fever, in both which cafes it return-
ed after’ the fevers were eured. It feems not improbable, but
that this diforder may be endemical, and even epidemical ; at
deaft the difeafe has ‘not been more frequently obferved than at
Clayfthaly the capital of the Hercynian mountains; and in the
mountainous country of Salzbourg it is not at all rare. Mr.
ANDRE remarks, that in a very fhort time he met with eight
or ten cafes of this diforder, whereas he had not a fingle one
afterwards during a period of twenty-feven years. '
This affe@ion feems not to be peculiar to a particular tem-
per and habit of body, but attacks pecple of very different
conftitutions fuddenly and unexpectedly: Its duration is ex-
tremely long, as it may laft for many years without doing
any evident harm to the whole conftitution, or.without termi-
nating fatally in an immediate manner. A woman fuffered
this painful affeftion from her nineteenth year to_her efghtieth,
and got rid of it but fhortly before the died. In other cafes,
however, the diforder emaciates and deftroys the ‘body, parti-
cularly for'want of reft: The difeafed fide of the face is fre-
quently disfigured; and perfons fubjedt to this affeCtion re-
ceive, as it were, a double profile, of which Prof. BArpin-
GER relates a curious inftance. (See his Aedical Fournal, Vol,
-IL No. 7.) R PR T S
. NUMB, XXX, Y Although -
: *
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“ Although many fymptoms of this diforder are of the fpafino=

d'c kind, yet we have more reafon to think it to belong to the :

"clafs of convulfive diforders, and it is therefore erroneoufly

called trifmus dolorificus, after SAUVAGE.and PucoL, becaufe

“the vehement contortions do not occur in every patient, and
. may, moreover, be rather confidered as conamina nature medi-

catricit; and efforts by which the patients endeavour to re-

 Tizve themfelves from the pain, for which puspofe they likewife

-

"

rub the part with much vehemence. A difficulty of {peech
and of {wallowing are obferved in fome cafes, probably from
the diftortions of the mufcular fibres that are fubfervient to this
‘purpofe. A confiderable falivation came on in another inftance, -
“where the patient became almoft heétic; but Mr. SiEEoLD at-
‘tended a patient whofe falival excretion was entirely furprefled;
“another fubject of that diforder had a very much fwollen glan-
dula ¥ artheni, from which a’feetid and purulent matter iffueds

“The eyes remain fometimes dry, and it is not always that -

the pain forces out tears ; fometimes they become red and hu-
mid. In fome patients a, rednefs and heat of the affeCted
‘part precedes the paroxyfm of pain, of which phenomenon 2
curious inftance ‘is related by Dr. Rann, where the heat was
fo intenfe, that it could be felt at fome diftance. Other
fymptoms frequently to be remarked “in patients of this kind
‘are, an intumefcence of the belly, a torpor of the inteftinal
canal, and an obftinate coftivenefs, which are probably owing to -
‘a fpafm of the nervous [ympatheticus magnus, that is intimately
-conneéted by anaftomofis with the fifth pair, an opinion which
‘agrees alfo fomewhat with analogy, as we do not rarely-ob-
ferve, that if the cheeks, or the cheek-bones, are any way
affefled, the liver is alfo difeafed: Thofe fymptoms ought,
therefore, to be rather confidered as merely fecondary, and .
arifing per consensum, than as the caufa primaria of the difeafe, -
It has been obferved in one cafe by Dr. LEnTIN, that when
the belly began to {well, the' pain foon after difappeared; and |
inanother cafe it was greatly diminifhed by it, which fymptom
feems to prove, that the morbid matter is depofited on the in-
teftines : it deferves, however, to be afcertained by farther ob-
(ervat_:iops. It is remarkable, that -in-a cafe of Dr. S1EBOLD,
the patient had a particular reiifh for {fweet things, which that
genzleman is inchined to aferibe to a depravation of tafte, occa-

dioned by the affection of the neighbouring nerves, Or to an.

~obltruction of the liver, in which this fymptom fometimes oc-

curs. - The pulfe was:often full, flow, and foft, during the pa-

‘roxyfm, and at other times it decteafed ten beats at every return

of the pain. i e e R %
- Thefeat of the pain has been obferved, | T
5 T b 1. In
3
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Y. In¥some single part of the face, viz. at the inner canthus
. of the eye," FOTHERGILL; in the erbita, the same; at the su-
percilia of the right eye, PucoL; in the jaw-bone, FoTHER-
GILL; in the joint of the jaws, SELLE, PucoL § in themax-
illa inferior, at the paflage of the nervus inframaxillaris, Len-
TIN; in the ossa temporum, FOTHERGILL 3 in. the nervus in-
- fraorbitalisy Albinus and Van Wy ; in'the ala nasi, VOGLER,
THOURET ; at the margin of the tongue; LENTIN.:
2. In one half of the face; FoTHERGILL.
“ '3, Inboth checksy Pugor. RO
4. In both sides of the maxilla inferior, at the exit of the nerve.
5. Inthe whole head and face, LENTIN. Al
6. In onc foot, LENTIN, (See Medical and Phyfical Journal,
vol. iii. 575.) : : 5
 The head 2nd face are particularly expofed to this painful af-
fetion, on accéunt of the quantity of nervous fibres that are
every where fpread over the furface of the head: The pain
effentially differs from any other that occurs in the various
parts of the human body, though it may, in fome meafure, be
compared with the dslor ischiadicus of Corunn1. Dr. LENTIN
degives its origin from the medulla cblongata ; and Prof. Sike-
BoLp likewife thinks it may originate in a part remote from
the affe&ted place, in the ganglion Gasseri; others have derived
it from the bones; but we ftill want anatomical obfervations
for afcertaining the proper fource of the pain. : 3
Remote causes, causz przdisponentes, of the diforder appear to
be, 1. Violent blows and contufions of the above parts,
ANDRE. 2. Cicatrices, LENTIN. 3. Preceding tooth-ach.
4. Too great tendernefs of the fkin’; but the diforder occurred
‘in perfons, whofe fkin was by no means to be called tender or
foft. 5. Congeftions towards the head. ;
Internal causes. 1. Cancerous acrimony. Dr. ForsERr-
GILL firft propofed this opinign, whence it has been called
-by fome authors, the cancerous rbeumatism. The cancerous
nature of the difeafc feems to be confirmed by the following
arguments. 1. There is no other caufe to be difcovered, but
* that it is owing to a cancerous poifon. 2. It moft frequently
occurs in women, who are particularly difpofed to can-
cers. 3, It generally appeared at the period of the ceafing
~ menftruation, or when they were paft the time of menftruation, .
where a particular tendency to cancers take place. 4. The
kind is extremely fimilar to that occafioned by a <cancer. 5.
- Both diforders have much analogy in their preceding fymp-
toms. - 6. Four women fuffering this affection had the -:cirréu: :
mammarum previoufly. 7. The effect of hemlock in this dif-
eafe, . which is likewife much praifed in cancers, 2
. ' X7 ~ o Advoerse

Vo oy
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- Adverfe arguments. - 1. The difeafe’ is' not at all uncommon
in men, where cancerous acrimony could not be traced as-well
‘a3 in many women. 2. Menftruation did not always ceafe in
fome patients; but they became even pregnant during the dif-
eafe. 3. The cancerous poilon eafily attacks glandular parts ;
‘but we feldom find them altered, indurated; or painful in the
“neighbourhood -of the pain. 4. There is no inftance of the Dolor
Faciei having términated in a cancer of the lips or of the cheek.
If it did however arife from a cancerous acrimony, it fhould be
~smore frequently obferved in men than women, becaufe the can-
er labiorum is oftener obferved in the male.fex. 5. The parts
difpofed to cancers have been frequently irritated by the perfons

who had the Dolor Faciei; without ever producing fuch an af-

feftion. ° 6. It is net probable that the cancerous acrimony
fhould remain fo long at a place fo fenfible; without manifeft-
ing ‘itlelf in the general way: o bl

Thefe arguments are indeed of fome weight, to make us
believe that a cancerous poifon is by no means the only caufe

of that affection, nay, that it is not even to be confidered as a

chief caufe of it. A 0 :

2. Arthritic matters Almoft all the authors who have tregted

on this fubje@, agree in afligning this as the proximate caufe

of that diforder; but particularly Dr. LeipenFrosT. Dri

DeceNER is likewife of this opinion; having obferved at the
affected place a tumour fimilar to that in the joints of gouty

people. Dr. Sierorp faw in a patient fuffering the moft vi-
“olent pains at the supercilia; a node perfectly like that of

arthritic limbs 3 and Dr: Lubwic fairly tells us; that the pa-

tients fuﬁéring this' diforder became gouty foon after. The
difeafe feems to have an arthritic origin in’ the cafes related by

Dr. BoenMER and Lavacaw, who faw the pain difappear
when the ufudl arthritic paroxyfms returned. .

' : - [ To be conciuded'in our next. J

To the Editors of the Medical and Phyfical J ozn*nal:-,
- GENTLEMEN, 5 ety : ‘

I Have been filently preparing to bring the too long depends

ing queftion concerning acids in Syphilis to a decifion, ac-
- cording to the terms of my challenge to Mr. Pearfon. I am
impatient that it fhould be known to the whole public, whether
carelefs management;: with foul play and an i"mfuﬁicient'mngg;_

£hl : -0
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“of powers, occafioned the lofs of many lives, and the deftruc-
‘tion of many conftitutions, which acids would have faved. '
I requeft you to infert the enclofed paper, or a fufficient ab=
ftra& of it, in your valuable Journal. = I have only to add, that
I 2m ready to’communicate with any members of the miedical
‘profeflion, on the regulations to be adopted with regard to pa~
tients, and their reception at the Pneumatic Inftitution.

s Iam; &c 1 3
Fuly 18, 1801% T. BEDDOES:

e ———

Plan of @ Public Scrutiny of certain Medicines; lately proposed
 as anti-venerealy at the Prewnatic Institution near Bristol.
- THE idea of a public trial of acids in the venereal difeafe
feems to have been generally approved; and I have now the
fatisfation of making it known, that the means of fetting the
fcheme on foot are in my pofleffion. T :
In favour of the meafure itfelf many reafons might be ad-
duced.: I fhall truft to the three following as decifive ;—1he des
sirableness of a new anti-venereal remedy; the difficulty of satis-
Jying the public mind by individual teftimony 5 and the little dispo-
sition manifested by the profession at large, ts take the trouble
‘necessary to decide the question. ‘ :

L. A greater benefit ‘could fearcely be conferred on human fos .
ciety thao the difcovery of a new remedy for, the venereal dif=
eafe, This is acknowledged by all parties. But however
ftrongly men, experienced in medicine, may feel the urgency
of the exifting neceflity, no general terms can convey an idea
of it to others. . The relation of pasticular facts would far ex<

 ceed the bounds of a profpetus, or da the fubjet the greateflt
injuftice. Where the conftitution, from early mifmanagement,
becomes thoroughly impregnated with the vencreal poifon, mer-
cury not unfrequently fails, or, by the ufe of this fevere mes
dicine, the patient dearly earns a fhort refpite from his daily and
nightly tortures. This is more‘ commonly the lot of. the ig=
morant and the poor, of whom,, after they have in vain tn@d
hofpital practice and advertifed medicines, it remains untold in
what corner they hide themfelves to be preyed upon by their
unrelenting diforder. But mercury (which muft ftill be al.
lowed a ftation in the foremoft rank among the articles of the
Materia Medica) proves alfo the occafional feourge of the
wealthy and the knowing, In particular inftances, however .
Ikilfully managed, it is ineffectual, or it aggravates tne com-
- plaint.. When it anfwers the immediate end, it gxycs:nfef to,
diforders that either foon arrive at a fatal termination, of b:h&
; e
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the fpring of life, induce premature: decay, and aflict advaric-
_ing years with evils not their own. The tranfmiffion of the
proper venereal difeafe is difputed. But what concerns fo-
“ciety full as much is indifputable ; namely, the tranfmiffion of
morbid tendencies, engendered by its reputed sile. specific.
Hence the fpe@acle of parents, condemned to witnefs their
youthful imprudencies, vifited upon their children, too often
Joccurs, to thofe to whom the interior condition of human be-
: m'%s is laid open without difguife.

v

n corroboration of this ftatement I may appeal to our citigs,
our univerfities, the army and the navy. Wherever youth
feels and indulges its ordinary propenfitics, there mercury lays
the foundation of evils, the contemplation of which ought fure~
ly to produce fomething beyond barren horror or commifera-
tion, - : ; :

II. Could the mafs of teftimony either for or. againit the
acids be annihilated, that on the other fide muft, from its mul~
tiplicity and ftrength, decide the public opinion. What there-
fore can be expe&ted from frefh acceffions of private tefti-
mony ? If success is announced, how eafy to.fuppofe a miftake
in regard to the difeafe, or to find fome other method of ex-

~ plaining away the fa&! Failure may be equally imputed to
mifmanagement. For nothing.is fo eafy as to adminifter acids
with fafety to the patient, but without effeét on the difeafe.

% The ‘difpute therefore will be left as it ftands. Nor will the
negligent, the luke-warm, the biafled, and the envious be at
a lofs for unfuccefsful reports, till they fhall feel the controul of
general opinion, eftablifhed upon experiments beyond the reach
of cavil, N i G :

III. [t has'been furmifed that the mafs of atteftations, lately
colleGted, and the accumulated proofs of a proper falivating
power in acids, would fet innumerable enquirers at work. A

* confiderable time has however elapfed, and there are tokens
enough of a communicative difpofition among the Faculty; yet
no fingle fymptom of the prediéted ardour of inveftigation has
tranfpired. - e T -

Further reafons will hardly be required. © Otherwife I might
go on to explain what a blow empirical impofture would re-
ceive from the afcertainment of antivenereal power in new fub-
ftances; and how much our medical logic would be improved.

~ For it is hardly conceivable to what a degree the exclufive opi-
nion, commonly entertained, narrows our views of organic fuf-
ceptibility. As if it were poffible that any confiderable pro-
portion of the medicinal treafures of Nature could be known,
when, in the courfe of ages, no enterprife of difcovery worth

I‘t ;

@entioning has been undertaken!
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It remains that the Inquiry be unexceptionably condu@ed ;
_fo that Europe may be no longer defrauded of that benefit from
acids which India is unanimoufly attefted to enjoy. All doubt
as to the nature of the cafes muft be obviated. ,'Ii{en;e‘itfﬂxould
- be arule, to receive’ no patient without a ftatement figned b
- at leaft three phyficians or furgeons. And every patient mul
be infpected, on his reception and during the treatment, by
. practitioners on the {pot. S

But the public muft be fatisfied that the medicines alleged
are adminiftered, and no others. A perfon, worthy of confi~
dence, muft therefore be engaged to fuperintend the treatment.
-And although this perfon, in common with others, may exer-
-cife his judgment upon the cafes, nothing will reft on his
fingle opinion.” . | . : :

The author of this paper having aétually tried many varie-
ties of acid medicines, and formed other (combinations. in his
mind, propofes to dires? the treatinent. But he will hold no
communication with any patient but in the grefcnce of the
Auperintendant.—To him, in his fituation, celebrity in any
other common diforder would be far more lucrative. But as
the confignment to his care of the papers, relative to a prac~
tice that was originally promoted by his crude fpeculations,
firfk engaged him in the queftion, fo a fenfe of its importance
now induces him to fubmit to exertions- in bringing it to an
iffue. He is convinced that many more difficult inveftigations
may be propofed in medicine, but not one more immediately
_ufeful. e : -

He ftill abides by the opinion exprefled in his letter to Mr.
Pearfon, “ that the patients must be persens of regular condui,
* and concerning whom we may be able to procure information at a
considerable distance of time.” (Communications, p. Ixi.)

It will be neceflary perhaps to take fome pledge for the per-
feverance of the patient, to whom it fhould be previoufly ex-
plained that he is to be treated on a plan fuppofed on fuch and
fuch grounds efficacious, and lefs trying to the conftitution than
the mercurial. . As foon as it fhould be deemed improper to
continue the new plan, the old one will be adopted.- :
- Patients with the proper certificate would be admitted to the
number of twelve; and though little ftrefs would be laid on
out-patients, yet any number of thefe would be treated. .|
- One day in the week, at certain hours, the houfe would be
open to all vifitors whatfoever. The prattitioners who choofe
to obferve and atteft thefe experiments muft have the neceffary
.accefs to the patients, . B ;

_ The firft obje& in view is to fatisfy the public if certain
fubftances not mercurial, are or are not remedies for th;:ivcon;
: ; - firme

-
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yaps, be unworthy of infertion in the Medical Journal, as an
‘additional inftance of a rare and obfcure difeafe. & o
" Mr. C. of Gower Street, a married man, under thirty,
to bed on the 12th of June laft in perfe@t health. He
. three or four in the morning, and was furprifed to
find himfelf affeGted with a confiderable fwelling in the fcrotum,
‘unattended with pain. ‘This fingular and unexpeéted occur- -
rence ‘made him uneafy, and prevented him from fleeping:
Soon afterwards he felt the penis begin to fwell, and the fcro-
‘tum to decreafe; and on rifing in the morning, the penis was
fwelled to an enormous fize, fo as to alarm him very much,
‘while the fwelling of the fcrotum could fcarcely be obferved,
"My friend faw him in ‘the courfe of the morning, at which
time the {welling feemed to be at its height. It was free from
-pain, heat, or rednefs, with no perceptible pitting on prefiure,
or fenfe of fullnefs: The fkin was tranfparent, and par-
ticularly diftended at the frenum, which formed the end of
the fwelling : The prepuce could not be retracted. In other
- refpeéts he was in perfe& health. A purgative medicine and
faturnine lotion were ordered, and in the evening the penis
was confiderably reduced in fize, but a flight fwelling was ob-
ferved over the right eye. This was very perceptible in the
morning, but had not increafed, and the penis was ftill more
diminifhed. In the coutfe of the day the {welling of the eye
difappeared, and in ‘the following morning" the penis was
nearly in its nataral ftate. 2 ;
" About a week from that time, after riding fome milgs-on
horfeback, he obferved in the evening a fwelling, attended with
flight pain and rednefs, in the upper and fore part of the left .
arm, not completely encircling it. In the following morn-
ing the left arm was unchanged, but the right was affected
- down to the hand, with confiderable fwelling and fenfe of full-
nefs. This was next day much better, but the fwelling neat
the fhoulder in the left arm continued ; and another appeared
below the elbow, which fpread to, and affeted the hand, and
was attended with flight pain, itching, and fenfe of ful_l'nefs,
particularly on moving the arm. The elevation was uniform
threugh the whole of the affected part, and in none of them
was there any perceptible pitting on preffure. The tumour in
the left fore arm was fomewhat variegated in colour, and its in-
creafe was fo rapid as to be clearly difcernible on viewing ity
after withdrawing the eye but for a very fhort t_ime. This
laft fwelling did not continue longer than thofe which preceded
it, bur before it entirely difappeared, he was affeCted with ano=
ther under his chin, which was very large, hard, colourlefs,
and without pain. It gradua%ly .advanced wji‘lz}under"ﬁp,

“ NUMEB XXX. ST e which
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which it diftorted, ‘and, as he fays, diftended like a bladder,
fo as to alarm him much. In the courfe of the night, on
awaking, he found that the lower lip was much fallen, and the -
‘upper as much {welled as the lower had been: By the evening
of the following day, little of either of thofe remaingge”
During the time of his being affeed in the way

have deferibed, he occafionally had flight and tranfient fivell-
ings of the knee, ancle, and foot; and when I faw him, which:
was on July 6, he had fome degree of fullnefs in the infide
of the fingers, which had been more confiderable the day be-
fore. He had the advice of two very eminent practitioners
foon after he was firft attacked, and, at their defire, took fa-.
line medicines, and afterwards tonics, without much apparent
advantage. His general health through the whole ‘complaint
remained perfectly unaffected. : Saees

It may appear, perhaps, unneceflary to have gone fo much
into the detail of this cafe; I thought it better, however, to
give it in the precife and diftin& mode in which it was related
to me by my friend and the patient, (both of whom are men
of fenfe and obfervation) than merely ftate it to you.in general
terms. > : 2 1@ ? 3

It feems to have been analogous to- that of Dr. Crichton’s in
every particular but the want of general indifpofition preced-
ing znd accompanying the appearance of the fwellings.

Bartleit s Buildings, Holborn, ¢ Iam, &c. .

July 20, 1801. ' J. YELLOLY.

 CRITICAL RETROSPECT
OF ; i

MEDICAL AND PHYSICAL LITERATURE.

&%

Syftem der Praftijfchen Heilkunde ; 1. e. Syftem of Pra&ical Medicine,
adapted for Leéturers and for Pradical Ufe;. by Dr. Chr. W.
Hvurguano, Profeflor at Jena, (now Phyfician to the King of °

" Pruffia at Berlin) Vol. I. General Therapeuatic. 1800, PE F1a. .
in large 8vo. Jena and Leipzic, Fromman. =

The celebrated author of the prefent work, on the appearance of

which the general attention has been for a long time fixed, intends

to unite the various heads ‘of Praftical Medicine under the
moft poffible fimple points of view, to reduce the phenomena of
the dxfeéfed ftate, as well as the'remedies and their a&ions, ‘to the
laws of }qu and organization, as far as we have hitherto penetrated,
e ; and
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" and by that means to eftablifh more confiftency in the different
parts of medicine and the methods of cure; to remove the con-
tradittory points, to fill the wants and fupply the deficiences in |
the “art of healing by pure.experience and unprejudiced obfer-
vation. The ufe of fuch a work is equal to the tafk and the
difficulties which attend the execution of it, .as not only a phi-
Tofophic mind and acutenefs of judgment, but an extenfive know-
ledge of the different medical theories, and obfervation at the
‘bed of the patient, are neceffarily required of him who under-
takes fo great and difficult a tafk. It muft be confeffed, that
thefe qualities are not united in any man to a higher degree than
in Dr. Hurepanp, whofe name fills fuch an honourable place
in the annals of medical literature. Although the theories on
which the work is grounded may not agree with the ideas of every
reader, yet all muft acknowledge the profound pradtical knowledge
and ingenuity of the author, in fupporting his former opinions with
ftrong arguments; recommend his love of truth and impartiality
in adopting feveral dotrines of the new theory of excitement, of
which he, otherwife, profefles to be an antagonift; in doing juftice
to the merits of others, and in exprefling himfelf with modefty and
dignity onitheir refpedive theories. The work is likewife written
with the {fame elegance of ftyle, in which he furpafles moft of his
colleagues, and by which his other works are equally diftinguifhed.
At the end of the Preface, the author adds a fketch of a Bibli-
otheca Pra&tica, under the following heads. 1. General introduc-
tion to practice; here he ranks, firft, “ Frank’s epitome de curandis
bominum morkis,” and concludes the lift with Broawn’s elementa me-
dicinz, and the remark, ¢ caute incede, latet ignes fub cinere do-
1ofo0.”” Introduétion ; fcope of the art of healing, Macrobiotic, The-
rapeutic in general. Part 1. General Therapeutic. To cure difeafes
is to change the anomalous ftate of an organic body into a normal or
found ftate. Ch. i. Therapentic of nature. It muft be allowed, that
the organic body poffefles the faculty of preferving not only itfelf
and its life, but of removing any difturbances in the difeafed ftate,
and of teftoring the whole to equilibrium; or, in 2 word, it is in
the power of nature to cure difeafes by itfelf without medical affift-
ance. The vires naturz medicatrices are proved by the teft of
experience and theory, as organifm is endowed with the fa_cnlt): of
felf-prefervation and regeneration. The yirgs naturz medx.catnces
originate properly in the vis vitalis of organic nature, which pe-

- netrates, preferves, and vivifies the whole body. In this point of
view, a fanative power of naturc may indeed be adopted, as the
fame conditions which preferye life and its found flate, to aét
here for the reftoration of health. It feems, however, that health.
and the reftoration of health depend on the extraneous jmp"rs:f-
fions upon the organic body, and on the manner and poflibility

_of their action on it; on which acconnt phyficians ought not al-
ways to rely on the fanative power of nature, and fill lefs pught it
-0 be adopted as a proper power of organifm. S E
- Dr. Hureranp propofes, % The laws of incitation, accord-

2 s ing
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ing to which the therapeatic of nature feems to proceed;: he
farther confiders, 2. The fympathy of the fingl parts; 3. dnta-
gonifmus. Itis a known fadt, that 2 diminithed or fuppreffed a&tion
_In any organ is replaced by that of another, and in this way the
cure of many difeafes is effeted. -Thus a fupprefled febrile ation
in an intermittent fever may produce exanthemata, diarrheeas, &c.
whereby any harm is prevented, that could refult from that fup-
prefion: fuppreflfed or retrograde exanthemata often occafion con-
fumption, which is fometimes cured by their being again reftored.
Thefe phenomena, however, admit a different explanation, accord-
ing to the new theory of excitement, as in all the cafes brought for-
ward by Dr. Hureranp in fupport of his opinion, the effential
chara@er of the difeafe remains always the fame, degree and form
being only changed. In intermittent fevers, for inftance, the effen-
tial charafter is debility ; ‘when the degree of debility becomes
fill lefs, another fymptom of afthenic affe®ion fupervenes, as an
exanthema; if now the body continues to be debilitated, the
eruption perhaps difeppears, and a third form of afthenia. fucceeds,
as dropfy, &c. It cannot, however, hence be concluded, that
the cure of the fever is to be alcribed to the eruption, or this to the
dropfy, &c,. Which way of explaining is more adequate to nature,
we leave our readers to judge. 4. Secretion, as a principle of the
fanative power of nature. 5. Pathological change of matter. 6. Infiini?.
Some objetions may be raifed againft adopting this as a principle
on which a cure, performed by nature zlone, is to be founded ; and
though there are cafes, where the patients have a particular long-
ing for things that are proper and falutary, or a difguft for fuch
things that may do harm, yet it quite as often happens, that
they long for things which would injure them. In feveral cafes the -
averfion for any thing may be as eafily explained by a topical af-
“fection in the organs: Thus a patient in a high degree of typhus
will have a difgaft for all folid food, which he 1s at this time unable
to digeft, the organs of digeftion being difeafed, and not. feeling
the fenfation of hunger as a natural confequence of their morbid
ftate. 7. Habit and cuffom, as a principle of the fanative vir-
tue of nature.—Ch. ii. General theory of cure. This chapter con-
tains 2 number of interefting and ingenious ideas, which are at the
fame time of pra&tical ufe ; but the nature of the whole admits of na
extratt. Every cure confifts in changing the anomalous ftate of the
body into a normal one, or inan alteration thatis purpofely produced
in the body, for removing the difeafed ftate. The -author has .
adopted feveral ideas of the theory of excitement, bat with fome
reftritions, a circumftance which chara&erifes him as an unpre-
judiced thinker and a-lover of truth. — Ch. iii. Remedies, their
action, and manner of employing them. After having difcufled with
much ingenuity the manner in which remedies a& on matter and on
the hemcurs of the bedy, Dr. Hureranp diftinguithes the attions
of remedies into thofe which aé on excitability and into the actions
on the organic mixture of matter, that is to fay, remediesat partly
by caufing 2 change in the external condition of life or of the
; : g fimuli,
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fimuli, partly by caufing a change in the inner condition of life
or in the organization and its mixtare, on which the quality and
quantity of vital aftion depend.—What the author flates of fpe-
cific remedies is very true and of much praflical ufe. Their aéion
_is either confined to a particulag organ’ or proceeds in a particular
_manner. The {pecific aftion, however, does by no means exclude
-the general a&ion that attends it. — Ch. iv. Method of cure and its
difference, according to different purposes. The whole cure ought to
be founded on the diagnofis of difeafles as a difeafe that we know
is eafily to be cured, though the diagnofis itfelf is fubjeét to many-
difficulties. Dr. HuFeLanp  propofes here fome excellent pradi-
cal rules concerning - the diagnoftic part of medicine. The fcope
of cure is, 1. To remove the caufes of difeafgs, and confequently
to perform a radical cure. 2. To remove the effe&s of the difeafe,
or the fymptoms; palliativz cure. 3. To preferve the life of the
patient, not by removing the difeafe itfelf, but by ufing fuch re-
medies as have an immediate effe®, cura. witalis; this cure is
employed, 1. When any fymptom. fupervenes, which threatens 2.
fudden danger to the operation of life, 2. When the difeafe has an
advantageous influence for preferving life. - 3. When the difeafe
itfelf is incurable. - The fcope of medicine is farther, 4. To pre-
vent future difeafes, cura prophylattica, which is effetted by re-
moving a particular difpofition of the body to any difeafe; for
inftance, a morbid fenfibility by corroborative medicines, &c.—
Ch. v. Pathogeny and account of the fundamental difeafes, with re-
Jpe& to therapeutic. Thole difeafes deferve the appellation of fun-
damental, oc primitive difeafes, which originate in a change of
the operation of life and vital a&ivity, according to the laws of
organization. Amongft the proximate caufes of them we obferve,
1. A defe@ive ftate of the internal conditions of life; 1. e. of the
chemical mixture, firucture, and form of the organic matter; z. A
*defefive ftate of the external conditions of life, or of the ftimuli;
3. A difurbed equilibrium and harmony in the peculiar actions
of the fingle organs that conftitute the whole organization, The
changes arifing in the vital a@ivity are either guantitive, thit is to
fay, with refpe to the degree, or to fthenie and afthenie, or gua-
litive ; 1. e. with regard to the modality of the effefts and the
quality of the produéts. Every organic body enjoys a peculiar or-
ganization, to which its mode of alting bears exact proportion,
whence, alfos a peculiarity in its difeafed ftate arifes.— Ch. vi.
The fundamental methods of medicine.— Ch. vii. The exciting method.
"To excite is to increafe the vivacity and ftrength of the vital exer-.
tions. The author here enumerates the proper remedies, and pro-
“pofes the beft mode of applying them.—Ch. viii. ke corroborative
method. To corroborate is to increafe the quantity of life, or the
fom of internal and external vitzl exertions, in {o much that t}xey_
proceed with a certain degree of force, fteadinefs, .and, duration.
Some excellent remarks on the ufe of itrong acids are 3CT{[3¢1 here.
—Ch. ix. The. lenient methaod, by which we intend to mitigate the
t00 vehement and anomalous vital exertions produced by d.“?,d;.f‘
: T . = veafes

*
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a new proceeding of Cit. Boyer in the conftritions of the eefo-
phagus, hy introducing elaftic probes, by Cit. Varerravp. Me-
teorological obfervations made at Paris in the year 8. Medical'con-
ftitution of Paris during three months of the fame year. Literary
news, extrats of books, &c. conclude each number, 3

Recherches es Decouvertes fur la Nature du Fluide nerwouc s i.e. Re-
fearches and Difcoveries on the Natare of the nervous Fluid, or
vital fpirit, and on the manner of adion, after new and exad
experiments by Profeffor W. Le Fesure. Paris, Koenig; and
Frankfort, Fr. Eflinger; year g. : : £

Tae author difcuffes in the firft paragraphs fome general notions,
and relates in the fevemth fedtion, in a few words, the ideas .
moft generally adopted on the nervous fluid, into the nature of
which he enquires in the following paragraphs. He defcribes the
pneumato chemical apparatus, which he ufed for making different
curious experiments on. the-nervous fluid, the refults of which are -
as follow. 1. That inflammable aif exifts in the brain and me-
dulla oblongata, as well as in the nerves themfelves and in the
fperma, the moft elaborate fecretion of organifm, where it is mixed .
with the lymphatic humours, which ferve it as a vehicle, and
with a portion of carbonic acid. 2. That thefe two gaffes are
found in different animals.. 3. That they are likewife obferved
in the medulla, nervous, and feminal parts of females. 4. That
the inflummable air "has a different fpecific weight in the different
animals, on which account its conftituent principles muft be dif-
ferent. 5. The inflammable air which circulates in the nerves, is’
altered in the morbid ftate of the body. After having thas ftated
thefe corollaries, the author proceeds to difcufs the following quef-
tions. 1. The nervous fluid confifts of inflammable air; but haow °
does this gas circulage in the nervous tubes? This cannot proceed
in the fame manner as the blood circulates in the arteries and
veins. How does this air give impulfe to the animal body? How
doés it vivify it? What is its a&tion and its effe@ 2 2. The nerv- .
cous fluid is differently combined or modified in different animals;
what is the nature of it? 3. The pervous fluid is altered in the.
difeafed ftate, but in what manner? By what means does nature
re-eftablith it to the npatural ftate? Such are the contents of this:
pamphlet; but whether we fhall penetrate in this manner the ab-,
ftrufe doctrine of the nervous principle, is a matter of farther en-
quiry, and, we fear, not quite exhaufted by the author of this
publication. : iR ; £ ;

Tafchenbuch fur die Gefundleits i. e. Pocket Book for Health, for
the year 1801 ; edited by FrEDERIC HiLDEBRAND, Prefeﬂ'or_
at Erlangen, 250 pp. 1zmo. Erlanger for Walther.

Itis indeed a very ufeful undertaking to communicate medical
notices and rtruths to the public at larg2; but it requires great care
and precaution in choofing proper materials, and in propofing fl!eng,

' 3a.a proper manner. Mr. HiLpzszanD, whofe merits in ?;2;;2;
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negleted, no fubfequent fkill or exertion may ever- afterwards be
able to retrieve. e # ; AT
¢ Another circumftance alfo contributes greatly to favodr the
progrefs of difeafes. People often, from various motives, are dif-
inclined to call for-the affiftance of a phyfician, until the diforder :
‘has fo far advanced, that neither the diftrefs of the patient, nor
the apprehenfions of his friends, can admit of any longer procraf-
tination.  Whether the difeafe be chronic or acute, this difeafe
proves equally pernicious. Tf chronic, the difeafe may become fo
_ fixed in the habit as to refift the utmoft efforts of medicine ; and if
- acate, the rapidity of its progrefs may not only bid defiance to all
reftraint, but utterly preclude every reafonable hope of recovery.

¢ Nothing, therefpre, can fo effe@ually obviate thefe inconve-
niencies as a work of the prefent kind, which not only teaches to
difcover a difeafe at an early period, but to apply the proper
means, as well for preventing its increafe as, if pofible, for its to-
_‘ tal extin&ion. L by

¢ The author’s principal care, he obferves, has been to defcribe

the various difeafes with accaracy, and to recommend fuch a me-
thod of cure,as is conformable to the lateft eftabiifhed improvements
“in medical pradtice.  In executing this plan, he has every-where
endeavoured to be fparing in the ufe of technical expreflions; but
the total exclufion of them being incompatible with precifion of
fentiment, an explanation of all fuch terms is given in a Gloffary.”

- In our perufal of this comprehenfive work, we have been parti-
cularly ftruck with the concifenefs and perfpicuity with which the
fymptoms of the various difeafes are deferibed ; and the care every
where taken to point out thofe marks or fymptoms which diftin-
guifh one difeafe from another. This is indeed an effential requi-

- fite in a popular work of this kind ; for if the difeafe be miftaken,
the well intended means of relief may prove fatally pernicious.
In delivering the method of cure, the author has very properly
accommodated his dire@ions to the underftandings of plain, unlet-
. tered parents, and guarded them againft the confequences of ufing
- deleterious remedies. without medic1 affiftance; we think, how-
ever, that even the experienced pradtitioner will find many valu-
- able hints and improvements not to be found in any other work.
Befides the fubjecs ufually treated of in works on the fubje&t of
domeftic medicine, Dr. T. has given the method of treating ac-
cidents; an account of the medicinal baths and {prings in this ifland
- with their ufes; an account of the fubftanices moft commonly em-
ployed in medicine, more efpecially thofe found in Great Britain,
with their virtues and ufes, together with rules for colle@ing and
preparing them. There is alfo, what no good book fhould be
without, a proper Index. o ;

Upon the ‘whole, if extenfive refearch, important obfervation,
and pradical ntility, can ftamp a value on a popalar medical p?‘o-A
dudtion, we believe the prefent volume has fuch juft pretenfions to
the approbation and favour of the public as cannot fail to enfure
its fuccefs. e, i it it
. NUMB. XXX. Aa « 4 Pra&ical
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A Pra&ical Treatife on Diet, and on the moft falutary and agrecable
Means of jupporting Life and Health, by Aliment and Regimen ;
adapted 1o the wariows Circumfances of Age, Conflitution, ana
Climate ; and including the Application of modern Chemiftry 1o the
Culinary Preparation of Food. By Wirriam Nisper, M. D.
Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons, Edinburgh, Author
of the Clinical Guide, &c. 12mo. pp. 430. - price 6s. boards.
London, 1801, Phillips, &c. : :

We cannot introduce the account of this work better than by an |
extract from the preface and introdu&ion. o

< The fubje& of diet is of the firft importance to mankind. It
has received, however, from the generality of phyficians, a lefs
fhare .of attention than its importance demands,.and the cure of
attual difeafe is commonly more aimed at than its prevention, or
the real prefervation of health. : e 3

% Compared with the other branches of the medical art, the
works upon diet are few, and of thefe a very {fmall aumbe? can be
confidered as poflefling praétical utility. Hence they are little fit-
ted to inftru@ fociety at large. ' Thofe which do afford prattical

inftru&ion, corfift generally of {mall detached works on particular

fubjects; and thofe which aflume a more complete form, are en-

tirely of a profeflional and {cientific nature, ard abound in hypo-
- thetical and conjeftural matter. ;

“« Among the ancient phyficians, diet was confidered as a fub-
je& of the firft confequence. Their remedies were fewer in num-
ber than thofe of the moderns, and they were confequently led to

* the regulation of diet, as a2 more fuccefsful means of curing dif-
eafe than the application of medicine. It would have been well
for fociety‘at prefent, if the fame opinion and practice were fol-
lowed by modern phyficians. - - >

¢ Of the advantages attending a proper regulation of diet,
moft individuals can form a judgment from their own experience.
It is at leaft this idea upon which the common maxim is founded,
that every man, after the age of forty, is beft fitted to be his own -
phyfician; a maxim which implies, in other words, that every
man, in refpe& to what he eats and drinks, is enabled to diftin-
guifh, by that period, the food which belt agrees with him.

“ In chronic difeafes, it is obvious that the chief means of
cure confift in the proper regulation of diet alone. The origin of
difeafes, it muft be allowed, is more frequently to be traced to im-
proprieties in diet, than to any other canfe; and the mode of re-

_lief. muft neceffarily be fought for in the reverfing of that plan of
living which gave rife to the difeafed flaze " : i

¢¢ In the following work it has been the leading. obje&® of the
author to unite the knowledge of particular faéts with general prin-

ciples and reafonings; and to carry thefe reafonings no further
than to conne& fafts and principles with pradice.

- He has colleéted together a greater mafs of matter than has
appeared before in any fingle book, and, without affaming any

: : - merit
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merit to himfelf, his work muft be ufeful entirely on that account.
It might, indeed, have been extended to a-much larger fize ; but
his chief labour was to condenfe his materials, that he might en-
able readers of all defcriptions to acquaint themfelves with a fub- -
je& of fuch particular importance, and exhibit every fadt, at the
fame time, in the fimpleft and cleareft point of view. S
<¢ Nothing, indeed, could tend {o much to improve the fcience
of medicine, as to endeavour to make man acquainted with him-
felf. The principles ofthe animal ceconomy rendered familiar
and plain, and a knowledge conveyed of the aflion of fubftances
upon it, is the only way to root out thofe falfe maxims and préju-
dices which ignorance and education produce. : %
<« How far the prefent attempt has fucceeded, muft be left to
the decifion of the public. - The endeavours of the author, he can
at leaft affert, have beep well intended for the benefit of mankind.
¢¢ When we confider that in the catalogue of difeafes, at leaft
two-thirds are of a chronic nature, or the effeét of our own irre-
- gularities ; the importance of this part ftands in a confpicuous
view. By the very inftin@ of felf-prefervation, we are more im-
mediately excited to its inveltigation ; and by a knowledge of it,
feafonably applied, we fhall often have it in our power to prevent
difeafe—Even where difeale has alually occurred, we fhall be
enabled by this knowledge to check its progrefs, and at the fame
time to affift the efforts of medicine. But while the principles of
the animal ceconomy, being once rendered familiar and plain, is
the only way to root out. thofe falfe maxims and prejudices which
education and ignorance introduce, there are certain limits be-
- yond which this knowledge fhould not be carried. An’acquaint-
ance indeed with the fubje& of diet, cannot fail to be attended
with -the beft confequences; but when this familiar or domeftic
kind of knowledge 1s extended to what is ftyled firictly the pro-
vince of medicine, its influence there is often of the moft fatal
tendency,—Medicine is a {cience complicated in its principles, and
from the varying appearance of difeafe frequently uncertain. The
man, therefore, who, confiding in‘this fuperficial knowledge, at-
tempts to be his own phyfician, feldom is fo to much purpofe. He
is liable to miftakes at every turn he takes, and the miichief is
often ifreparable before he is aware of the danger. Even the phy-
fician who prefcribes for himfeif is not unfrequently led into an
error; and the remark made to the friend of one, on an occafion
of this kind, ¢ He has a chance of getting well, for he no longer
‘pre‘fcr‘ib'es for himfelf,” contains much truth and juft ebfervation.
" e At the fame time, while a fuperficial acquaintance with the
fcience is thus condemned, we are equally averfe that any myfiery
_fhould hang over it, or that the veil which has been withdrawn
from the other branches of knowledge fhould continue its obfcu-
rity here.  Let the principles of medicine be once fairly knows,
and let its precepts be direfted by judgment and experiences it
will be then of little confequence whether its a'ld is beﬁ_owe.c_i_.by
a profeffional hand, or by the zeal of humanity and friendfhip.
; e ; Aaz ; 7 Po
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To afiift in doing this is the obje& of the following Treatife, in
~ which we fhall confider as the extent of our fubjeét the various
means of fupporting life, as applied— ;

1ft. 'To the furface or external part of the body. &

2dly. To the lungs, or what we may term the intermediate. fus-
face; and, : - e 3
_ 3dly, To the internal parts, through the proper organ of the
ftomach. . R 24 ' ’

We fhall next examine the a&ion of the body, as modifying
the power of thefe means of fupport when introduced into the
{yftem ; then confider the influence of the mind as affe&ing the:
body in the fame way; after which we are naturally led to trace
the paffage of the various alimentary. matters from the body, in
their different altered and aflimilated ftates, through the feveral

* evacuations ; and laftly, we fhall be prepared to concentrate in
one detail the various means for the prefervation of health, and
to mark the cirdumftances to which the prolongation of life is
chiefly to be attributed ; concluding this {yftematic view of the

~{ubje&t with an abfira&t of the general principles of chemiftry, as -
applied to this part of medicine, firft in the detection of the com-
ponent parts of diet, and fecondly in their various preparation for
the purpofes of nourithment and the delicacy of the table.

Thus we fhall be led to trace the human body as a wonderful
fyftem of parts: - - : con : ] :

By the lungs drawing life and heat from the furrounding atmofs

phere: - .. ;

Ph%y means of the flomach fupplying itfelf with nourifhment from
the various parts of creation, for the prefervation of its animali-
zation and form : _ ' o :

Then removing, firft, the ufelefs part of this nourifhment by the

- inteftines : > b
. Secondly, difcharging the accumulation of the animal principle
derived from the fame nourifhment by the lungs : and,

Thirdly, giving outlet to the various faline produ&s arifing from
the operations of the eeconomy, by the kidneys, the fkin, and the
other lefler excretions.” '

We are conyinced that this compendious work, on the import-

ant fubject of Diet, will prove a valuable and acceptable prefent
to the public. ; 3

o

Pragical Obfervations on the Nature and Treatment of fome exafpe-
rated Symploms attending the Venereal Difeafe. By EDwAaRD
Geocuecan, Member of the Royal College of Surgeons; of
the _I}oYaI Medical Society, Edinburgh; and Saorgeon to the
Dublin General Difpenfary. 12mo. pp. 75, price 3s. * Lendon,
1801, Debrett, &c. - : :
<X i?mpo'fe,’f fays the anthor in hjs introdu@ion, ¢ to confider

fome {fymptoms attending the venereal difeafe, the nature and treat-

ment of which, I think, are not well underftood ; and I am the
: more
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more defirous of entering into the inveftigation, finding * that the
moft refpeftable modern authorities are not only undecided in their
opinions, but incalcate a practice, which appears to me highly
injadicious, and from which I have witnefled the moft defiro&ive
confequences. The variety of forms which this difeafe aflumes,_
and the fymptoms of extraordinary' malignity which occafionally -
occar, invole its treatment in' confiderable difficalty : there is
fcarcely a difeafe which it does not refemble in fome of its features,
and there is no general plan of treatment which is not contraindi-

_ cated, under fome particular «circumftances ; héfice in inveftigat-
ing its phenomena, an extenfive field of refearch prefents itfelf,
and indeed we have to lament that in confidering the varieties in
this difeafe, profeflional men calculate by fo very Yimited a fcale.

¢ Although almoft every form which tle venereal difeafe pre-
fents, furnifhes ample matter for obfervation, I fhall confine my-
felf to fome aggravated fymptoms, in which I have hadconfi-
derable experience. . v . =5
< The iymptoms termed phymofis is that to which I particu="
larly allude; and I know of no affe@ion, the event of which is
more interefting ; it frequently terminating in mortification, and
the lofs of a part or of the entire of the penis. The number of
inftances of this kind, which occurred during the fummer, autamn,
and winter of 1799, excited my aftonithment, .and on communicas
ting with other praitioners, I found that they had met with fimi-
lar cafes in a much greater number than at any former period: as
to the narure and treatment of it, there were a variety of opinious,
in general different from thofe I had formed. . B ;

€< It was noticed by the public, that the venereal difeafe then
yaging appeared to be fingilarly malignant; and I have heard
even profefional men fay, that they thought there was an in-
creafed ce:ree of virulence in the infetion. The appearances
which gave rife to thefe remarks, were violent tumefa&ions of the
Fenis often terminating in gangrene, particularly when injudici-
oufly treated ; other fymptoms: were alfo obfervable, fingular for 2
intenfity of degree.. Although I was always decided in the opi-
nion and praétice I now maintain, yet the frequent inftances within-
{o limited a time, afforded opportunities for much obfervation, and
led me to queftion the propriety of the pratice generally purfued

“and recommended. i . ' < :

. ¢ When the ordinary {ymptoms attending an infeGious difeafe
appear to be exafperated in an unufual degree, the queftion an{:e’_s,
to what are we to attribute this increafed degree; whether to in-
creafed acrimony in the poifon, or to any adventitious or phyfical
caufes infenfibly operating ? This is the pivot upon which the point
of praélice muft turn. If to the former, mercury is the remedy ;
if to the latter, a great variety of circumftances are to be taken
into confideration, which are too frequently negleGed. There is

- nothing fo common as to hear the furgeon declare in every cale
which does not yield-to the sfnal mercurial difcipline, that the con-

- ftitution is'in fault, and his mode of re@ifying it is, in gencra;ll,

5 . the
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rofive fublimate in the proportion of one grain to an ounce of wa-
ter, and other mercurials to remain in Conta& with the parts, but
‘concludes, that he has his doubts as to the propriety of ufing any
Arritating applications in fuch cafes. S e b
¢ With refpe& to the queflion, whether the increafed acrimony
of the poifon has any fhare in producing thofe aggravated fymp-
toms? here, it is néceflary to take a view of the effefts which ufu-
ally attend its application in the firft inftance. When applied to.a -
non-fecreting furface, ulceration is generally the confequence, and
although attended with fome degree of inflammation, yet it is ra~
ther circumfcribed, and the ulcerative procefs goes on more rapidly
than the inflammatory, and the latter-is often totally wanting. Fe-
males having the flighteft appearances, without even ulceration or
any inflammatory fymptom ; indeed, ignorant of being infe&ted,
conftantly communicate the difeafe, and the perfons receiving it
are varioufly affefted; in one man it will exhibit the moft trivial,
in another the moft dreadful appearances, and both infe&ted by the
fame woman, ‘at nearly the fame time; taken into the flomach it
produces no effett, and even proves harmlefs when applied to the
furface of many perfons; it alfo remains in the conftitution for
-years, without manifefting itfelf, or exciting the leaft difturbance.
In the fmall-pox, we every day fee the mildeft and moft malignant
kind, and both produced from the fame infeGtion. Thefe faéts
eftablifh the principle moft unequivocally, * that mild or violent
fymptoms, whether attended with inflammation or ulceration, or in
whatever form they appear, are not charaeriftic of variety in the
matter of infetion; hence, we cannot account for aggraved fymp-
toms, from the nature of the poifon. -We are led then to look for -
-an explanation of the phenomenon (peculiarity of conflitution is
the generally admitted caufe) to fome other caunfe, and whilft I
agree that it is the true fource, I cannot but exprefs my aftonifth-
ment at tlie narrow view which is generally taken of this material
point. One would think from the plans of cure laid down and
ufually purfued, that bad conftitution meant {ome fixed and definite
thing, for which there was a decided rnle of treatment; not .tlaat
flu&uating ftate of the animal machine which is liable to vary with
every breeze. - ’ S
¢c Surely, in confidering the conftitution, the great variety of
“circumftances which influence it are are to be taken into the ac- -
count. The conftitution of the air, place of refidence, difpofing
to difeafes of different types, difpofition to particular difeafes, ef-
fe@s of the human paflions, intemperance, exercife, where reft is
neceflary, habits of life, alfo negle& of the local fore, or general
_habit, and many other canfes of interrupting the general heaith,
which it is impofiible to recount, and all,of which have their fhare
in ‘exafperating difeafes, and changing their form. Many flates
of conflitution may arife during the treatment of the different flages
of the venereal difeafe, from fome of the caufes enumerated, in
which mercury would be contraindicated, it is eafy to conceive,
that inflammations of the penis may be fuperinduced, whether chan-
7 = L cre
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that great operator, Citizen Pauguelin, for the fake of renderin the
/ compofition of thefe artificial mineral waters as natural as poffible.
The following table will inform the reader of the proportion of

‘the conitituents in the different

waters that are prepared. Each

bottle of 20 ounces (6,13 he@ogrammes), contains the following

dofes : :
t. Sirong water of Seliz.
Carbonic acid difengaged by ef-
fervefcence, § times its volume

Magnefia L. praing.
S
Mariat of foda . 33 gr.

. 3, Sawret avater of Selix.
‘Carbonic acid difengaged by fire,
4 times its volame. :
The three falis in the fame pro-

poftion as in the former.

5. W of Spa.

" Carbonic acid, by effervelcence,

§ tintes its volume.

Magnefia 6 S ar,
Carbonat of foda 2 gr.
Muriat of foda Apris
Carbonat of iron ; gr

The firong wwater at Spa has ;)nly

-«the double proportion of the

Carbonat of iron.
4. Water of Sedlitze.
Carbonic acid, s times its volame.
. Sulphat of magnefia, 144 gr. -

§. Water of Vichy.
€arbonic acid by effervelcence,
tawice its volume.” =~
Carbonat of lime 2 gr.

Carbonat of magnefia £ gr.

Carbonat of iron <% gr.
Carbonat of foda 24 gr.
Sulphat of foda 4 gr”
Muriat of foda 4 gr.

6. Water of Buffang.
Carbonic acid, 3 #/mes its volume.
Carbonat of foda -~ 6 gr.
Carbonat of iron ShE

. | Hydro-carbonated gas,

7. i?ater a}' Vals.

Carbonic acid, 3 #imes its V0= -
lume. : s
Muriat of foda 13 gr.
Sulphat of iron 3 gr.
Sulphat of argil =~ £ gr.
Carbonat of iron 3 gr.

- 8. Water of Contrexewille
Carbonic acid; favice its volumes
Sulphat of lime 6 gr.
Carbonat of lime 4 gre-

9. Water of Balarue. .
Carbonic acid, zawice its Vg
Lime 4 gn
‘Muriat of foda 12 gr.
‘Carbonat of potath = 4 gr.

10. Water of Plombieres.

I Carbonic acid, ;% of its volumex
“Sulphat of lime 3 gr.
Carbonat of lime Zigt.
Sulphat of magnefia 1 gr.

1V. Alkaline Gasous Water:
‘Carbonic acid, 6 zimes its voe
lume.

| Carbonat of potath 144 gr.

 12. Hydrogenated water. 3 :
‘Hydrogen gas, 1 its volume.

_13. Hydro-carbonated awaters:
2 its v0=
lume..

14 Weak Hydro-sulpburatedvater,
Hydrogen gas, balfits volume:

.Hydrogen fulphurated gas; 2 its
.. volume. . R

15. Sirong
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3. Strong Igdro,_—mlpblératm’ water l 16.- Oxygenated water.
Hydrogen gas, #alf its volume. l Oxygen gas, balf its volume,

Hydroger fulphurated gas % its
volume. 5 i :

.~ Such is the compofition of the different artificial mineral waters
which are made rere, and it has beén found perfedily agreeing
with the analyfis that thofe gentlemen have undertaken. The ufe
" of thofe waters which are imitated from nature is fufficiently known,
but it may not be improper to add fomething of the medical prow
perties of thofe that areonly produced by art, viz. of k¢ alkaline
- gasous, bydrogenated avaters, &c. The alkaline gasous awarer “has
been much recommended in the calculus and gravel of the bladder;
and -though 1t is not able to diflolve the calculus, as has Feen b
fome aflerted, yet it greatly <iminifhes the pains that attend thofe
<omplaints. Three or four glafizs of it, with a litde milk, ought
to be drank every morning within the {fpace of fix hours. 1Tt is ltze-
wife of ufe in other affections of the bladder. Tke hydrogenared
aater a&ts as an antifpafmodic and foporific. Zhe bydrosulphurated
avater has a great fimilarity with the fulphurated watcrs ef hot wells
by its hepatic {mell and tafte. It is diaphoretic and refolvent, and
may'be employed in obfiru@ions of the vifcera, tumours, &c.
Profeflor Qdier, at Geneva; relates feveral cafes that were cured
by this water, and ameng others, of a woman. who had for two
years a painful tumour or fcirrhus in the breaft, which the fure
_ geons intended to extirpate, and at the fame time an epormous
wen (goitre), for the laft of which' the began to take the hydro-
fulpurated water ; and -haviag continued it for above two months,
fhe was cared at the {ame time of her wen and the tumour in the
brealt.—The firong hydro-fulphurated waters employed in baths
“and lotions are extremely ferviceable in all pforic difeafes and in-
veterate ulcers. The art of preparing the oxygenated water is ens
tirely owing to Citizen Paul, a dilcovery which is very important,
and may prove ufeful both to arts and medicine. The oxygen
gas is not very intimately combined with the water, but eafily dif-
engaged from it; however, a fufficient quantity is retained ia it to
- produce fenfible effects upon the animal ceconomy, particularly if
proper <care be taken to prevent its evaporation, It increafes and
Forces the appetite, and it has been found of great benefit in fpafms
of the ftomach, humid afthma, dropfy, periodic and- neryous af-
fe&ions, which even refifted the bark and the moft efficacious anti-
Apafmodics, in lingering convalefcences, and, in fhort, in all cafes
where it is required to increafe the tone of the organs and to
* ftimulate the circulation. It is given by glafles every two hours.
Sometimes it produces dyfuriesy on which*account we fhould be-
gin with fmall quantities. : _ %
- The fabrication of all thefe waters is eftablifhed in a very large
houfe, in which Citizen Paul has at the fame time endeavoured 1o

unite every convenicnce for thofe whe defire to ufe the waters in
y B b x : ba‘hSt
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