


800  Mr. Shearly’s Cases of Fungus Hamatodes.
~ashort time the skin cracked, and a substance resembli
comﬁmqr ted blood r{nwup. - At the time of his adm imﬁ's,
it was about 8 inches in length, ¢ /in breadih, and one
inch and } elevated beyond the skin. It bled immedi y
wmlms the sponge to its surface, and that considera-
bly. The patient’s general health appeared to be fast declin-
ing. Selutions of the following substances, viz. Corrosive
sublimate, zine. vitriol, and lunar caustic, were tried with-
out producing any advantage. A thought now struck us,
that asthe disease was. ed in consequence of a blow
(although not situated in a glandularpart) it might possess
somethiog of a cancerous, disposition, and as arsenic had
been recommended for the cure of cancer, it was proposed
to be tried externally after the following formula : R. Ar-
senic. Alb. in pulv. trit. 9jj. Spt. Vin. Rect. 3i). Aq. purx
j¥. M. ft. Solutio. The parts were bathed with this night
morning, and dressed with dry lint, overwhich emol-
dressings and a bandage were_applicd, the latter in
such a manner as to make some considerable degree of
pressure. The third day after this new ‘method had been
tried, a great difference for the better was observed in the
fungus’s aspect; and in the course of a” fortnight this ex-
crescence became level with the surrounding skin, and
healthy granulations were perceived shooting over its
whole extent. The solution was now “omitted. Cicatri-
zation went on ragidly,' and the man was ] éi‘cht]y free
from this disease in abont a fortnight after the application
of the arsenic was discontinued. SRS R
- Case LI, James M‘Gregor, ®t. 14, was admitted about
two months after Frazer’s ﬁi;@i;saf,' This boy was afflicted
with the same disease (Fungus Hamatodes) with these
exceptions, that the fungus surrounded the patella, and
the tumor did not rise so high as the man’s did. This dis-
ease was treated in a similar manner as Case Ist, and in a
short time the excrescences receded, and the lad was dis-
charged perfectly well. ‘ R
- "OBSERVATIONS.

Mr. Hey, in his valuable book, mentions the trial he
made of several stimulating and caustic substances, which
he found to be of no service in this dreadtul malady (Fun-
gus Hematodes). No internal medicine or external ap-
plication appeared to arrest its progress, not even the
dernier resort of surgery—the kuife, as the stump put o
the same appearance in a few days after amputation as the
disease did prior to the opration. There can?be no doubt

. that the fungus was organised from the tumour bleeding so
readily on slightly applying a sponge to its surface. Wl:g"
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Mr. Shearly’s Case of Ruptured Aorta. 391
the disease has proceeded to ’%re'at lengtlis, perhaps the in-
ternal as well as the external use of arsenic might prove
highly advantageous. If the result of the foregoing cases
should induce your readers to apply arsenic in this dread-
ful malady, the resalt of theirexperience I trust and hope
will be made known. A T

Case of Ruptured Aorta near to its Origin. .
* Tuomas Joxes, boatswain of his Majesty’s ship Thames,
early in the morning of the 24th of October, 1806, was
heard to jump out of his hammock ; a groan or two was
also heard ; and on a light being brought, he was ‘found
completely dead; his body was covered with perspira-
tion. This man, from the account I received from Mr.
James, the surgeon, had been doing his duty with his ac- -
customed alacrity the day before, and appeared in a per-
fect state of health when he went to bed ; indeed, he was
- never known to complain during the time he was on bourd
the frigate, which was near a twelvemonth. ?

Dissecrion. P

On opening the cavity of the thorax, and slitting open
the pericardium, it was found distended with blood, and
part. of that in a coagulated state. On examining from
whence this blood -proceeded, the aorta was found rup-
tured, about an inch from the semilunar valves; this
rupture was about half an inch in length. Small particles
of calcareous matter were found deposited at the bottom
of the three valves, and the corpora sesamoidea Auruntii
scemed to be composed in toto of this substance. The
coats of the aorta were perfectly sound, as not the least
deposition either of ossific or calcareous matter ‘counld be
detected about the place where the rupture was situated,
‘The abdominal viscera were perfectly healthy.

ReMargs.

This man was very athletic, of a sanguineous tempera-
ment, had a short neck, and appeared in every respect a
erson much disposed to apoplexy. Might not spasm
ave been the cause of the rupture ?
- Case of Ruptured Liver in consequence of a Blow, unac-
companied with any external Marks of Fiolence.

Joun Garrerr, 2 seaman of his Majesty’s ship Bellette,
received a blow which was inflicted by the muzzle of a
carronade, on the right bypochondrivm. He received this
blow immediately after taking a bearty meal. He fell
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302 Mz Shearly's Case of Ruptured Livev,

down on the deck, complained of acute paia. in the hypa-,
chondriac region, became shortly insensible, and expire
about twenty minutes after he first received the blow. =
P DissBCTION: 3 i rins At e

On an external inspection of the body, no marks of
violence presented themselves; but on opening the abdo-
men, that cavity was distended with blood, and the liver
was found ruptured. The rupture run through the right
lobe, and extended to the lobulus spigelii, disuniting the
gall-&l_,agldet partially from its rglati_ve,gsi tuation.

s ‘Remarks. ;

~This case, as well as Blannan’s,* poiuts ont the great
necessity there exists in- inspecting bodies who die sud-
deuly, especially if there is any darkness hanging over the
affair. L have often seen a coroner. and jury perfectly sa-
tisfied with a superficial observance of ‘a body under the
above mentioned circumstances; and.although biats have
been thrown outas to the propriety, of inspection, they
have not been attended to. I am fully persuaded, numer-
ous mysteries might be develpped if inspections, under
the above circunstances, were more, generally adopted.
The liver, in consequence of the distended state of the
stomach, had the less power of resistange, and therefore
received the whole of the shock which produced the
rupture. A e fF

Case of Pleuritis accompanied with Carditis, the former
terminating in Empyema, the datter in-an extensive De-
position of coagulable Lymph, covering the whole Surfuce
of the Heart, and likewise an Efusion of Water within
the Cavity of the Pericardiums. =~ . - )

Joux Tuomesox, @t. 21, of his Majesty’s ship Utrecht;

of a fair complexion and irritable habit, was admitted

into the hospital towards the beginning of the year 1804.

Upon his admission he laboured under acute pleurisy, ac-

companied with decided symptoms of carditis. His pulse

was 170, sometimes 180, and intermitted every 4th or 5th
stroke. He was attacked with dreadfu],dyspnma, attended
with watchfulness and violent palpitations of the bearts
he had no cessation from pain, referring it chiefly to the
left side, and dare not lay in any other position than on his
back. He once attempted to lay upon his left side, but
the symptoms of suffocation were so severe thatit deterred
him from ever attempting the like again. To give some

o

* Vid. Blannan's case of ruptured coloa ; ublis:hed in ehev»Medica}-;ﬁ" ;
Physiﬁ" Journal, for November 1806. ',’ - ’

idea



"My, Shearly’s Case of Pleuritis, §c. 308
ig’éa what this poor fellow suffered from the violence of
the pain, I really think thar he did not sx:e'%‘% o hours
together during the time he survived. V atchfuloess
prevailed to such an extent, that if the least noise was
made, he would start up suddenly and appear much agi-
tated. Every means was used to reduce and abate the
violent symptoms, by abstracting great quantities of blood,
joined with the application of perpetual blisters to the
chest. Digitalis, opium, and chalybeates were prescribed,
but every effort proved.ineffectnal-to-make the diseaseger-
minate favourably; and in about six weeks after his ad-
mission he terminated his existence, having been in a

_constant state of delirium three days previous to this
eveut, 4

DissectroN.

Upon opening the cavity of the thorax, a gallon * of
pus was found to be contained in a cavity between the
right lung and the ribs; the former had receded towards
the left side, at least balf a foot. The intercostal muscles
of the right side were corroded, and the excpvations filled
up with ?ayers of coagulable lymph. The pleura pulmo-
nalis was so much thickened that it could very easily be
divided into three distinct lamina, each lamina being of
considerable thickness. The pleura which lines the ribs
was completely destroyed, and that part of the ribs which
was originally invested by this membrane, was covered
also with large clots of coagulable lymph, similar to the
carnza column of the heart. The parenchymatous sub-
stance of the lungs appeared very healtby. The right
lobe of the lungs was so much condensed, in consequence
of the pressure made by the vast accumulation of matter,
that it appeared about a quarter the size of the left. On
opening the pericardium, it was found distended with wa-
ter, and three pieces of coagulable lymph, as big as pi-
geons eggs, were found floating loose within. The surface
of the heart was covered completely with this substance,
(coagulable lymph.) The whole of the viscera contained
in the abdomen were perfectly sound.

REMARKS:

It appears almost incredible, the patient could have sur-
vived the length of time be did under such a vast accumu-
lation of disease, and the latter attacking partsso essential
to life. The great anxiely, watchfulness, and intermission
of the pulse is easily accounted for, by the appearances

- 8 1 7, XU which

¥ We did not measure this fluid, but I think the quantity ex;ceedédva
on, ”



394 Observations on the Practice of Medicine.

which presented themselves on dissection. This case dif-
fers widely from Poney’s,* in regard to the diseased state
of the heart, but is similar to it in one respect, viz. there
being no organic affection of the lungs. The matter shew-
ed no disposition to point, which rendered the subject so
very obscure, that no operation could be performed ; even
had this been done, and the matter evacuated, the diseased
state of the heart alone would have been safficient to have
caused his dissolution. ;

To the Editors of the Medical and Physical Journal.
" GENTLEMEN, 3 v

THROUGH the medium of your publication, I have
taken the liberty of offering a few observations on a sub-
ject of na small importance to those who have engaged in
the impertant undertaking of practising medicine.

In every situation of life, whether the activity of
trade, or the studious concerns of a profession, engage our
attention ; whether we are hurried in the bustle of a city,
or periiitted to follow the more tranquil employments of
the country, stidlwe have numberless duties to perform,
- and to perform .in.such a manner, as that the means en-
ployed, and the ends -attained, shall bear alike unsullicd,
the eyeof the strictest enquirer, and the retrospection of
our ownthearts.. 1 J.. iy

Insall these situations; -howeyer, there are constantly
temptations ‘to -deviate; from: the line of conduct which
rezson:and. conscience:dictate, suggesting to us easier’
meavs of mecomplishing ‘our_ends, and ‘speedier methods-
of gaining the lmuels we aspire at. At firstview, the medi-
cal prefession might:seemexempted from such temptations,
but, unfortunately, it is exposed to too many ; and still
maore anfartunate is if,-that there' are so many practicers
of ity who swive not.to resist thems: [o a prgfession so
nablerin; its object, so interesting in itsiexercjse, o ad-
mirable inits effects, is it not_melancholy to think, that
its prefessors shonld ever.degrade it. by .practising arts,
which iweuld-beanexcusable ‘even. in: the. darkest ages of
ignorimee and-doubt ; syet that this is not more melancholy
than grae; 4 appeal to_every candid.and disinterested gen=
tleman, fwho thas thad .any ‘opportunity. of witnessing the
—_—apre e A e ————

* Vidoameeo! enipyemasuccessfally: tr . Medica} and Physical
Journal,ueniry, 1805 R R v thd, e ai.l!lﬂ:? =
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Observations on the Practice of Medicine, 895

ional conduct of his medical bLrethren in a large
“and populous town. AT T (i et
A Correspondent of yours, in a former Number, has
very properly censured « Affectation in Medicine;” he
ridicales the sagacious wig, the obedient snuff-box, the
knowing stop-watch, the learned phrwwcology, and the vas
rious tricks of medical men “ ad captandum’’ butif these
tittle “ 7uses de guerre,” in themselves really innocent, be
beneath the dignity ot the protession, how reprehensible
must be the conduct of that man, who endeavours to raise
his own reputation, by injuring th¢ fame of another.“Yer,
how common is such a conduct! Does it not sometimes
happen, that a medical man, on being called to attend an
individual of a family, whose health is generally intrusted
to the care of another, instead of acting upon the prin-
ciple of “ doing as he would be done by,” represents the
various members of it as having been under hands incom-
petent to the duties of the professioun ; says that they look
ill, and thata more skilful attendant is necessary for their
futare health? Or, for instance, a professional gentleman
is called in to attend an invalid ; he observes a young lady
near him, of delicate form and pallid complexion; he re-
quests to feel her pulse; asks her if she ever coughs,
has any pain in her side; or experiences difficulty of
breathing ; and turning to the mother of the family, says,
“ Madam, your daughter is consumptive: unless imme-
diate measures be had recourse to, she cannot live long.”
I am aware that in some instances, the most conscientious
man might use the language of either of the above in-
stances, (particularly perhaps of the latter, from the in-
creasing prevalence, and insiduous natare of consumptive
complaints); but before he does, before he alarms the peace
of a happy family, let him seriowsly ask his own 3
whether /is interest, or their .welfare, most dictates the
interference. i in o

There is another fushwnable trick, which is of so ¢on-
temptible & nature, that itcannotbe too harshly reprobated ;
it is that of making the worst of every case; of painting
the conseguences of the complaiot in the most glaring
colours; of maguifying-every danger, and of represeating
the patient as nearly beyond hope of recovery, while the
case is by no meuns so desperate; and all this merely for
the purpose of making the cure appear more miratulous.
What a sacrificeof principle, for so paltry sn endt
- When cases of this kind occur, a person who .is pnac.
quainted with medicine, and consequently incompetent to
judge of the degree of real danger, has, § shink, very
Dds ' fairly



396 - Dr. Huggan, ‘on Hydrophobia.

fairly a right to argue that the medical attendant has shewn
great ignorance of the nature of the disease, from its ter-
mination being so contrary to his prediction; it is true,
that unexpected recoveries do sometimes take place, but
such marvellous examples are by no means so common, as
these skilful gentlemen would make us believe. I cannot
impress 100 strongy upbu the minds of medical men, the
extreme cruelty and criminality of sporting in the manner
which is so often done with the feelings of patients and
their friends; this indeed I am convinced is a subject not
sufficiently attended to by many, whom no unworthy mo-
tives actuate in the exercise of their profession ; they are
not fully aware how badly an unfavourable prognosis will
operate upon a tender and irritable mind, and how much
the promise of a probable recovery inspires confidence in a
patient, and makes both him and his friends bear with
cheerfulness and resignation the pains and fatigues of a
lingering illness. :

- L'have notsketched an ideal picture ; of all that has been
stated, I have seen repeated instances, and you, Gentlemen,
no doubt, have also seen too many, to allow you to con-
sider these observations incorrect, or irrevelant. The im-
,policy of the conduct I have here deprecated, must be obvi-
ousto every reflecting mind. Is it to be supposed that these
miserable artifices will always succeed ? No, the time must
necessarily come, whenthe miracles of these men will be
exposed, and a deceived public see the tricks which have
been practised upon theirignorance and credulity.

As dMedical Men, we have the most important duties to
discharge, both in relation to ourselves and others; and in
order to.advafce the science of medicine; to uphold the
dignity of the profession; to promote the welfare of so-
ciety, and gainthe -esteem-of our own hearts, we must
discharge them as Men, as Gentlemen, and as Christians.

[ am, &ec. CHIRURGUS. .

Bristol, Octgber 1807, 1 @ .

]
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To the Editors of the Medical and Plyfical Journat.
"""Gz'ﬁ'n.iatimn, et B S i :
SN D é S o o 3 :
Yﬁﬁdid me the-favour 6f inserting in'a former part of
yoursJournal, a’ few doose hints- on Hydrophobia, which
induces meé to trouble - you with some further observations
on the'samé subject, if youthink them worthy of your
BOUCUIGEOEL ¥ U 2ananiod L 3313 cam 48 Baar 0
* It imquite unrtecessary to desgribe the symptoms of dhys
asial ¢ : : aro=




Dr. Huggan, on Hydrophobia.

drophobia, -or, as it is more properly ’,c;atledﬂ rabies conta.
o R A S S T LA ol Rt e 1 I B T
giosa canina; as these are in gﬁenet’ul.' so well k gﬁ a| d
so clearly pointed out by most authors who have written
on the disease. I pass on, therefore, _.sl'igéﬁ_lt]’y;jt"‘f'_' uch
npon the nature of rabies (for I shall not 'stpj;_ltg,;%'s“‘g}s;*i;
at present), whether that ivis inflammatory, acc@.f ng t
Dr. Rush and other respectable American physicians; and
which, in some instances, secms to have been cou
nanced by dissection; or spasmodic, according to Dr, Cul-
fen. It is, 1 believe, the commonly received o"igj;gﬁ
amongst the best practitioners in this_cbyqtliy; that 1t is 3
spasmodic disease, accompanied occasionally by inflam-
matory symptoms, but which do not Vne{ceﬁ‘safﬂ'f,béfong to
it; and in this light I shall consider it here, _But it must
be observed, that whatever theory of this disease has at
any time obtained, apd whatever practice, whether corre-
sponding or not, has been addpte£ as is confessed by oﬁg
of the ablest writers on the subject, ““ no cure has yet
been made in ‘any case of true rabies.” ‘Hence it is as-
serted, with great reason, by the same author, “ that those
diseases resembling, but improperly called, hydrophobia,
and which admitted of a cure, arose not from the sahv?‘
of 4 rabid animal, but from apprehension which sonie-
times excites mania; or resemble those aris,iﬂg frqui
wounds inflicted on nerves, producing irritatior, or vari-
ous degrees of tetanic affection.” (Dr, R. Hamilton’s Let,
ter on Canine Rabies, in the last number of the Monthly
Magazine). And here I cannot help observing, with your
~able and industrious correspondent Mr. Ward, thaﬁii Mr.
Hicks’s case, in your 97th Number, rxot\vithtandi'gig ’lﬁ@
very candid and elaborate reply, belongs more p"rog,'erljf
to this description of disease, than to have been ‘o € of
true rabies. ; g ol e

Rabies is said to be peculiar to the dog and cat kind
only, and never appears in the human_qr an gt.tger,gni;
mal, but by communication from theirs (z3nd h_'om_~ no
other) in the usual way; or, in other words, by inocula-
tion. It is also suppoused to be contagious, as th'é'naivz:le
imports; and, as bas been remarked, all other dogs, from
natural instinct, avoid the infected 'océe, when ge’ is, in
common language, said to be going mad. ey
Among thg re%mte causes of rabies, are reckoned *ciﬂﬂ,‘
hunger, dirty feeding, as carrion and the like ; and what=
ever else tends to weaken; or render their bodies 'i?rl?él?ﬁ-
~But I shall leave this part of the subject,’ and proceed
to the discussion of the means that have been most in use,

! A TSt |
for the prevention, as well as the cure of 7{alﬁeﬁ3 ﬂ?fﬁ

e;




gx?s Dr. Huggan, on Hydrophobia,
I shall premise, that as the analogy between this disease
and tetanus is §0 qbvious,‘,a;}(_& now S0 well established, I
shall keep itivviewasIgoglong. o
It has long ago becn ??‘EEE‘“J.!’{?CL %lla't the surest way to
revent rabiesy s the exc }R'u‘:gtx the bitten part; and, as
3f this. was not of iuself sufficient, keeping the wound open
Forsofating ;il;é}rdﬁ j ,b.g;s-f imulating applications. If,
however, the alhole ';,ﬁlq.:u_teg part can be extirpated,
without Ieaving & single paint bebiud, which had come in
contact-with -the teeth of ‘the rabid animal, surely the
end will be fuLLy.;gggvereﬁ, ,Wh’e"‘re&.;hén is the necessity
of increasing and prolounging the patient’s sufferings, by
ing him in.torture a terwards? But if any thing of

this kind ‘must.necds be ap plied by way of further en-
suring the patient’s safety, L m ich question if the actual
cautery is not the easiest as w'\e,ﬂ,; as the shoitest way of
doing it:: The practice, at best, is altogether unscientific.
To reason, from.analogy, fo_r‘,,iig is not a matter of »o um-
rtqnee to the patient particul arly. Tn makiog the experi-
ment of trving.to prevent small-pox by cutiing out the
inoculated part,.as was done by the late Jobn I—.funt'ef, it
was neyer dreamt to be necessar ‘to keep the wound open
afterwards,: as it s‘uc_cgedegi:,wel{eh&pghf'\‘vim'oﬁt it; here
then the cases are exactly similar. But to ‘return to the
ject; when the bitten part cannot be cut out with safety
(and when that is the case, it ou ht not to be attempted,
for it.cannot possibly do any good, unless the whole of it
is taken, away)y We must try to destroy it, by applying ar-
ntum nitratum. 1o - ;ﬁe surface of the wound; or by that
or some other means, -endeavour to excite such a degree
of inflammation in it, as will answer the purpose as effec~
tually. It will be proper, however,+in the first place, to
lay. thie bitten pait freely open in every direction; so that
after washing 1t well,. tS‘l t{:e. bleeding ceases, and wiping
it, we may, be able to use the caustic with inore': ease and
certainty.  Here, however, it may be remarked by the by,
that when the wound is very deep, or much lacérated, and
cannot be laid open with the freedom that may be neces-
sary, arg i ~fs-a-very uncertain application;
as some. on whom i l!as,t}le@,ﬂ’ll,bgdkqudpr_spg:h circum-
stances; have woclully experienced.  Wha strikes me as
more_fikely to'-answer- the purpose as.effectual ly, is a

N ¥ .

strong solu D’l:éﬁi';mﬂf‘*%?‘!w"i drercury poured: :m:;}mhe
wound, - wxu%x dId pe gb_, 1@iinto every part of it,
so as to corrode t e‘&b%lé’ sur ageﬁﬁ?’?f}“ﬁt@‘rg{g" the ‘same

time excite in it a sufficient degree of inflammation. The
patient might, at the same time, be directed to take a
: drachm
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oA

~drachm of bark three or four times aday.” ‘Other articles
bave also been employed with the same intention, such
as cantharides, hydrargyrtis, ntr. ruber, strong mercurial
ointment, &c.; and a respectable writer advises to fill the
wound with gunpowder, and set it ou fire.. e S
" Another means of preventing, or &t least of lessening
the danger, is * washing the wound immediately and pe
severingly with water,” as recommended by Dr;sWsH'x‘e;;‘
Oxford, in your 98th Number; and I have no doubt if
" this could be done the instant the bite is inflicted, but that
the poison would be so diluted as to"lose ‘its activity en-
tirely, as we know this to happen sometimes to the vario-
lous. or the vaccine fluid, when water has been incauti=
ously added, for the purpose of ‘softening it. And I mya
self have heard persons boast of haying escaped venereal
infection, by washing with water immediately aftér, when
they have known that they deserved it: bere the cases are
nearly alike. To return, if the -water, after thus first
washing and cleansing the wound, is poured upon it from
a tea-kettle, spouted cup, ‘or the like, till the part is tos -
tally benumbed, or in other words, till its life or irritabi-
lity is suspended, which will happen'if the progess is cons
tinued long enough, the end would, in all probability, be
answered without farther trouble. "However, as the dis«
ease to be dreaded is So certainly fatal; few, 1 believey
would be satisfied with so simple means as this, except
with timid people, who will submit to no‘othér. Another
way, somewhat similar to this, and of whichI have somes
~ where read, is the sucking the wound, ‘aecording to an
ancient practice in armies, ‘when warfare’ was ‘carried on
‘with poisoned weapons; this, however, like the other;
ought only to be preparatory to the employment of means
more certainly efficacious. g g , ,.

The only other means of prevention which I have heard
of, that is likely to answer the purpose, is ‘a mercurial
course ; and this is supported not only by analogy, in re=
gard to tetanus and syphilis, but has been conhrmed by
repeated expericuce ; and of which” we have another

* Whose signature, by mistake, is ‘made to be M. Hall, iostead of M.
Wall; which lessens the weight of the commanication. This Gentleman,
who has, for many Jears, been one of the  principal ornaments of the
ing Art in this neighbourhood, is not more admired for his extensive
practical knowledge, than for his very liberal and gentlemantike conduct
_ towards such of his professional brethren, ds are ocessioually associuted
with him in practice, XS SR AR i

: . stuking
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striking instance in Number 103 of your Journal, by Dt
Harrison. ~ And ‘here let me remark, by the way, if any
of the wonder-working nostrutns, that have been so often
puffed® off ras pever=failing preventatives, have ever had
that effect, it must have ‘been owing to some portion of
' H%icMeE;&vgé ‘contained, as we know it to be a
copiousiingredient in some of the most noted of the kind
in SuioWn daygs’ Bustb ot L S L
~Rteome nowsto ‘the CuxE, the most discouraging and
almosthopeless patt of ‘the task ; ds that, alas! has been
attempted ih vain'by the®iblest men in all ages: I shall,
therefore, but*briefly touch upon what has been, or may
be,done towards it,'with any thing like a prospect of
saeeckding, iy rS/E N s A 30
-“Rabies, as it appears in man, is, I believe, sometimes
preceded by disagreeable ‘or painful sensations about the
bitten part, which is said now to begin to inflame, and
break out affesh. “T mention this for the purpose of ask-
ing, if even at "thi@geriod“sbfﬁethiﬁg- effectual could not
be done; by powerfully inflaming, or otherwise irritating
thesbitten part. But we are se]dgo‘m afforded an opportu-
nity of even making the trial, as patients, in these cases,
do not always have recourse to medical assistance, until
the disease has appeared in all its horrors: then the mnost
prompt and decisive ‘meastires only are likely to avail us
any thivg. ' Now, all the circumstances of the disease
being considered, nothing appears to me better adapted
for answering our ‘purpose in the first instance, than the
©CoLp AFrustoN, as’ suggested by Dr. Fothergill (Num-
- ber 06); and as it is likely to be the readicst means in our
power, it ought to be used without a moment’s delay, and

repeated as often as may be necessary. : :
SuBMERSTON, which is akin to it, notwithstanding the
dnfavourable issue of Dr. Harrison’s case, 1s not, 10 my
opinion at least, uhdeserving of further trial, It is to be
regretted that the Doctor and bis learned friend, had not
had an opportunity of examining the body of their pas
tient after death, as the result might, perhaps, have
proved more satisfactory than we might be apt to have
coneluded. ; :
Corp Batning, whichi *has béep found of service in
tetanus, especially when' it has been used, as directed by
Dr. Currie, may probably have the same good effect in
this disease.  ** The administration.of it, is sometimes by
bathing the. person ‘ini the ‘sea; “or*more “frequently by’
throwing cold water from a buson or bucket updn thé
patient’s body, and over the whole of it.” (Cullen’s First
iines, MGCLXXX), Warn
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“ Warm Baruing, which is-but n ambiguous remedy
in‘tetanus, is not likely to be of more benefit inirabies.
' Mgrcury is the next article in point of importance;
and should be used upsparingly, both eﬁta»ma“{-;anﬂ'im:’(?f
ternally, so as to excite ‘é"ﬁ"(lﬁ‘.‘gdﬁ@'n,,jﬁq[ioﬁsﬁblézﬁ. By. this
means tetanus has sometimes beén edred. .. A g
- Ortuy naturally presents’itself'to the mind beres bugif,
we expect to do any good with it, it must be exhibited in
much larger doses than we are accustomed to in eommon
practice ; and as its effects do not ‘continue longin the
system, we should of course repeat it frequently.  Atthe:
same time [ must acknowledge, that ['have had frequent
_ opportunities of seeing opium administered in tetanus, and: .
to a very great extent, in every form' in which it can be
nsed; but [ cannot add, 'with ‘the effect.thar might have,
been expected. pese ey I e P Lt AR
Musk. In one of the last cases of tetanus, which fell
. under 'my own care while in-the West-Indies (that of a
Negro boy, about I3 years of age), the disease was:evi-:
dently cut short by musk (conjoined  with opium: and:the
volatile alkali), given in a' dose of 50 or G0 grains, and:
repeated every two ot three hours.—In rabies it may havel
#ioeofleffdcty A0E AL e SR o Aty oby
Dicitarts is suggested as'worthy of attentioncats the
same time. [ had an opportunity of seeing: it *'afhmm»-
- sstered to' an American Negro, in the Naval Hospital -at; -
Plymouth, with tetanus, by Mr. Fuge, the senior surgeon:
(to whom 1 am indebted for several 6ther useful practical

S0 ROy

hints) and apparently with benefit: /¢ =~ .. s
Tosacco, as an astispasmodic, may be of some service

in rabies; and, as it can be administered with equal ‘cer~: .

tainty of producing its effects in form of glyster, as in-any:

other way, it is certainly an argument in its favour, espe=

cially if deglutition is either impaired or interrupted; and.

it has this farther recommendation, that it generally proves; -

IR T

sudorific at the same time. T R
Etecrricity has long appeared to me a very likely
means of being of great use in the treatment of this dis-
ease; and as it has, of late, been recommended from a.
quarter that wiil bring it into further credit, I need.not;
add, that it ought not to be omitted. - .~
Arsenic, which is a very powerful sedative, however

§ 1}!_!(#_?; el
its é‘bﬂd effects'in the cure of agues, chronic rheumatism,
&e. are to be explained, is also recommended to be ased,
by the same respectable aunthority. I shall ounly observe
I{hgr}\tespecting it, that | know from my own personal
Fs . =
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as well as other experience, that such a dose of it as will
pf(idu‘;‘e mdbobv.lous effect on’ ;he constitution (and any ar-
ticle that does not, is certainly inadmissibl is not
fac from dungo: g igadieasnble here), e gt
~ BrisTERINGbas been suggested with some deg e,
plausibility. - It * has been io'g;:)er‘ly, »emplo)?ed it(xlev isiﬁ‘;f
ease (tetanus); batseveral practitioners assert, that blisters
'.r‘eef’c@‘s‘mg:lys»hn&tﬁg;?ﬂbi%, ucc.(xi.xxmu), e
Q11 is recommended. to -be msed both internally
Wrﬁ?‘“}?;‘ but on what rational: grounds, I am a_tya. ?gd
‘to copjecture. i %1 al basubai od g diin. :
: Bm"and-rWiNg;, which have been given with advan-
. tage in some cases of tetanus, will, as appears to. me
Be employed with better effect, when the: disease.is mo-
derated (if happily that ean be effected), than duringits
vxo‘ltence. Fh d .h 2 be 5 his ol wh :
INEGAR is said to have been given to the exte
. ot three pints a day in rabies, bu%wnhi what. Eﬁ'eclt]&f x%:zg
_pot learned ; nor. do I know on what anthOBLy, i oot
- BLOODLETTING; which one. would | hardly. think of in
treating a case ‘of rabies, is. said ,by,:])r_.;l{ﬁsh. 10 :EAYe
been beneficially employed here; and . in, tobust habits,
~may do no apparent harm; but; if I may be allowed. to
judge of its probuble effect, from what [ have, seen to
Tollow its use in tetanus, it will be better omitted., I in-
tended here to have noticed the fondness for, gvaaya,fwm.
thaxseems to. pervade the ‘American practice -of fiﬁﬁﬂibihe 3
but having already spun-this Letter to ,a-,.gx_;egiéﬁz]é!‘l‘gth
than I expected, 1 shall now conclude with,é:lmﬁ%ibat
- the foregoing' observations ‘may: not. be. ;I,i'lxw,or-ﬂ%t@ ﬁe-
rusal of: the junior part of your readers,, As to those, who
have had' more experience: in the;,tr.eé;tmem}o}{ ;i‘t:.&han I
e e Gl e AR i
elf; I shall be gratifi  further. communieati
s o VS e R g e e
y . §i quid novisti rfelc\:‘tihs,“ candidus infperti. *< 4 < ” iaoiine
- But aftéiﬁ_aﬂ our speculating (for it caw;a]y be.called
experience), upen a.cure in; this most ancholy of all
diseases, I must acknowledge that the prospect is not very.
flattexing. b4 S . :

. v s dxs
SAL U el

g B, b
A }'IUGGAN, M.D.

_ Wablingford, October 10, 1807,
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Sidinda 16 Mr. Freake's Paper on tﬁcﬁuﬁﬂw Lyp«lag,

i v Ay ¥ vt PR e e e &
"il HEN 1 had for more than four yem,ﬂﬁsqliwv‘bﬁ
Humulus Lupulus of Linnmus, with apparent, advantage
in several cases of Gout, and other-disorders, pauti ulg:l,
during the continuance, and: after the influenza of 1808,
and found that! it possessed very valuable joperties,
published my first account of /its virtues in &.Mieal
and Physical Journal for May, 1805, with the. :hﬂp.e,tbél
practitioners might be induced to try the medicine, and
that uader their direction it would be. found to produca
’ifﬁilar eﬁec{’rv Sl W SRR 10 2B PR 1 g e

From t:ies time I continued to make @b;sex;vati?n,s re-
specting the powers of- this vegetable; when any. fair op~
porj.uni%y offered, and seldom agweek p:ssfd withgyt aﬂ'qrg:
ing some additional praof to confirm my opinion. of the
utility of the medicine. '+ I hecame anxious that.my obser-
vations should be ‘beneficially: extended, and for.that pur-
pose I collected the opinions of several: authors, which,
with observations, chemieal experiments, (both from the
green and the dried flowers) and the addition: of .& zht ca-
ses, I formed into a pamphlet;; which was printed in May,
1806, and entered at Stationers! Hall ; yet I did not allow,
any of this edition to be sold, for it was my, wish that the
preparations should be sanctioned by the College of Physi-

 cians before they were given to the public.. This pamphlet
was therefore intended 'solely for the use of- professional
gentlemen. i gz 1 hegse :
. Several physicians prescribed the Lupulus. with benefi-
cial effect, though only four favoured me with their opi-
nions for publication, which with the two additional cases,
No. 9, and 10, (certainly of considerable importance¥®),
and some remarks, and directions, comprized the second

“edition, in which, for the reason before assigned, the che-
mical experiments were omitted. :
. Ithink it proper to notice, that whenever I had oppor-
tunity of enquiring, I found that the people employed dur-
ing the process of collecting and preparing the Hops for
sale, had good appetites, slept well, and were remarkably
healthy ; this circumstance will probably be admitted. as

an

e

v N ' 4w £ f"#'--W‘:'ii‘/‘:

* The latter is now rendered more so, on account of the patient having
had another violent attack in July last, when the Lupulus was again taken,
aud he'was once more restored by it to a good state of health,
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an additional proof to strengthen my opinion of the va-
lue of the ‘me"d}i)cih'e. ; 5 P prd
I shall now offer my best acknowledgments to. the Edi-
tors of thie diffefent Reviews, who have thought proper t
notice these pamphlets, for the handsowe manner in whjcg
thg{yvhp.&re‘gen'érgily spoken of them, andrequest they will
accept such acknowledgment as a token of my ardent de-
sire to promote public good. = 8 e
1 shall thankfully receive any friendly hint that has a
l’gnde‘néﬂtd‘éon’ﬁrm tﬁt’g‘oqﬂ ‘effects of this medicine, and.
as it is supposed by thoseé who have not seen the first edi-
tion, that the second edifion is defective, i dh’]_it(ti;ig to say
how the tincture and extract were to be orbt?ti,nc' , I take
this ‘opportunity to irfotm medical géntlé‘_the}ﬁ,i_jﬂg'!a the,
tincture [ prepare, is in the proportion of 'a pound and a
half of the dried flowers of ‘the Lupulus to a gallon of the
purest proof spirit, occasionally using steam heat, an@i
reduce the alkohol ‘to proof strength with an _infusion -
made from the ingredients of the preceding tincture. The
extraCt is the aqueous preparation of the dried flowers of
the Lupulus, made in'the usual manner directed for ex-
tracts by the London College. o G Yoigan
1 bave preferred using these preparations, because .one
gallon of this tincture affords nine drachms more extract
after the spirit is drawn off; than the tincture régamd
with alcohol, and a considerable less quantity 6? spirit is
taken by the patient. And the aqueous extract seems )big't“-'
ter adapted. for medical use than the spiril‘ﬁoii's,:'i_ﬁélsﬁnggh,
as the proportion obtained is as eight ounces f“ﬂi’éf ague-
ous, which is easily dissolved in any weak liquid, to five
ounces of the resinous extract, which aftet it is with some
difficulty dissolved, soon after separates and adhéres :tfme

sides of the vessel. This resin is acted'on by atmos 5,qri‘i:
air ; so much so, that it cannot be re’duééa’%é’po?v” er like
others. FALET Vi 201 301 LRRDNE G | B

1 am truly sorry to remark that complainits have already
bean made of the tincture and extract, as pre| ared at some
houses in London ; and as so much depends on the prepa-
ration of the medicine, I havetaken care that the faculty,
and the public at large, may be supplied with both the pre=
parations at my residence, ‘as it may probably be a consi-
derable time before the new Pharmacopeeia is published,
when, if these preparations should be adopted, every medis
cal house will be expected to keep both tincture and ex-
tract ready for use, and subject to be inspected by the
Censors of the College. . =~ N LB 2 T‘

WIS 5 b o
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To the Editors of the Medical and Plysical Townal,

GENTLEMEN, .

3 v g TS AN S e
IN looking over a few of the last Numbers of your
Journal, I met with several papers on the subject of Burns
and Scalds, in which there seems a difference of opinion
respecting the stimulating and the’ sedative or 'cooIin§

mode of treatment; but each remedy is recommended and
vindicated by high authority. ' [ beg, through the medium
of your very useful publication, to offer a"%ew‘ remarks on
the subject, accompanied by a case. ‘
_I'have been led to the following remarks by the case of
a young woman, who was severe%y scalded with water at
the boiling temperature, which ‘was accidently thrown
upon her, and a great extent of surface was injured. In
this case the early application of the oletim terebinthinae
was essentially useful, as will appear in the history of the
case. : -
hNOtWi’thstanding, all that has been said in favour of the
different remedies used in the cure of burns and scalds,
the success attending the treatment of such accidents must
depend upon close and minute observation in practice,
~and’ the faithful publication of individual cases, which
will eventually. establish the adoption of either the stimu-
lating, the sedative, or the emollient mode of treatment,
It is a pity that senior practitioners should be at the trou-
ble of ‘writing and publishing their disputations, merely
for the sake of argument, and of supporting their own in-
dividual theories and practices. Would it not be better
for those who suffer. under the accidents in question, and
more lionourable to the profession, were they to lay down
certain laws or rules for the guidance of tlie junior and
less experienced practitioners? ; :
Before any, either internal or external, remedies are ad-
minis‘térn;'d,:ii.éoncéivé the following particulars ought to
be carefully inquired into. 1. The age and strength of the
Patient. 9, Peculiarity of constitution. 3. ‘Whether sub-
Ject to any other malady. 4. Whether of a costive or re-
laxed habit. 5. If a female, whether it be the menstru-
ating 'p,.egribd'; or whether she be in a state of pregnancy,
and how far advanced, - 6. More particalarly to ascertain,
as near as possible, the pature and degree of the heat,
the duration of its application, and also the nature of the
Parts injured, and the symptoms brought on by their de-
Tangement. :
( No. 105.) ‘ Ee : Iam
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ing from burns, which has proved to him the value of such
an external application : and from what he has written and
published on the subject, the oleum terebinthina is now
almost generally adopted as the grand specific remedy for
injuries of this kind; and certainly much praise is due to
him for urging the adoption of what is called the stimulat-
ing plan; but more especially in cases where the injury is
very extensive.* i : : ;

I have frequently remarked that the turpentine as a lo-
cal dressing, if applied immediately after the accident, i3
by far the most speedy in mitigating the distressing pain,
rigors, and anxiety, with which such patients are afflicted.
- When it is thought expedient to make use of the oil of
turpentine in cases: of burns, my experience tells me that
it ought'to be applied to the parts injured as early as pos-
sible after the accident has happened, and if the conse-
quent inflammation be not removed by resolution in the
first instance, the turpentine in a milder form should be
continued until signs of suppuration commence, and then
it should be changed for a dressing much more mild.

_Fearing that 1 have already trespassed beyond the limits
of your publication, I haste now to detail the case I first
alluded to.

Case.——M. B. a girl 18 years of age, low in stature,
but is otherwise compact, muscular, and strong. She has
been for a considerable length of time troubled with epi-
leptic fits, commonly once or twice in a week, owing pro-
‘bably to her never yet having menstruated. She lives ser-
vant with her aunt, who keeps a public house. :

In the morning of the Sist of October, 1806, she was
assisting. in brewing. After she had filled a pail with
boiling " water, which she rested upon the side of the
boiler, and in attempting to lift it upon her head, her
foot slipt and she fell down, and the boiling water was
turned upon her. The whole of the cuticle, from the
crown of the head to the navel anteriorly, and half way

down the back, was raised into blisters of various sizes,
which

* Ido not mean to affirm or assert, that Dr. K. is the first who disco-
vered and employed the oil of turpentine as a remedy in cases of burns,
4s1€ 1s mentioned by Dr. James, in his Medicinal Dictionary, so long since
as theyear 1743.  After enumerating many remedies for burns, *“ he savs,
oil of turpentine also is to be had in readiness, with which the partis to be
tmely and frequently anointed.” '

Heister also mentions it in his Surgery, which was published in the year
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ified oil of turpentine, wrung them out, and applied the
e S R B Ry,
4 fge‘dt; was agteeably astonishing, for ?ﬁ?@’ﬁag no soon-
er dressed up, than she almost l:rflmffdisltﬁii}:‘ fell into a
ours.. When

‘comfortable sleep, and slept for nearly three hours, W
she awoke she expressed herself in words truly thankful
for such speedy reﬁef, anﬂ,si«;iﬂ’ she was then much easier.

~ On account of: the disordered state of the stomach, no
medicines were administered except opiates, until the

“morning of the second day. ;;Sﬁé then began with a purg-

~ing mixture, composed of a solution of the bitter purging

salt in infusion of senna, then repeated as occasion requir-
ed. And the patient now began to take every four hours,

a saline draught, to which was added vin. antimon. gtt.

xv. ' Tinct. opii. gtt, viii, ‘

The first dressings were not removed until the morning of
the third day; neither was it necessary to repeat the appli-
: : e : _ cation

e

] <5 5% St 25k Y hadis ’
‘should be let out when first raised, others say nd¥ until the inflammation has
‘subsided; but I should give the ‘preference to the former opinion, as I ap-
prehend the same effects take place to @ certain degree, in vesications by
burns, as does in those blisters which are produced by erysipelatous inflam-
mation preceding a gangrenous tendency of the parts. Therefore the
longer this ichorous liquor is suffered to remain, the more it injures the de-
licate and tender surface within. I have very often noticed that when such
‘blisters’ have remained entire for several days, that on being opened with a
“lancet, or burst by accident, the parts within have always been more or

Tess in a state of ulceration, But this effect seldom takes place if the blis-
ters, in the first instance, are carefully punctured in the most dependant
part, with the point of a narrow made lancet, or any similar instrument,
“leaving ‘the bag or skin of the blister as a covering to guard the part from
the external air, and afterwards covering the whole with such a dressing as
1ay, according to circumstances, be thought most suitable. And it will not
a’ppear inconsistent to suppose that after caloric, either in a solid or a li-
_quid form, has been applied to any part of the body, and where it has had
the effect of raising blisters, that the serum thrown out by the exhalant
vessels, must in consequence be rendered in a higher or lower degree more
derid, according to the degree and duration of heat which has been appli-
ed, producing such effects. Therefore I conceive the sooner this acrid se-
rum is evacuated, the better it is for the patient, and the parts thus affect-
ed. Indeed, I need not extend this part of the subject any further than to
illustrate this bypothesis by mentioning the effects produced by a common
blister raised by cantharides. After a blister is fully formed by such a
plaister, the patient commonly complains of a smarting and scalding pain,
caused, as he says, by the water in the tlister, and that the pain is alwavs
Increased upen motion, such as turning in bed, or walking gently about,
which diffuses the serum over the raw surface of the cutis vera, and pro-
duces pain, which certainly shews the acrid quality of the serum; but as
soon as the contents of " the blister is properly evacuated, and the part is
drﬁssftéd with a mild digestive ointment, the patient expenences immediate
relief, ‘ ; : PR e
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‘cation of the oil of turpentine a second time. At the first
“dressing, the parts affected assumed a better aspect than
‘might a priori have been expected, considering the seve-
rity and extent of the injury. The parts were now dressed
‘withthe following ointment, spread upon soft old linen.
K. Ung. resin. flav. unc. iii. ol. olivar. opt. ol. terebinth.
rect. aa unc. 1, These, after being slowly melted toge-
‘ther, should be stirred till quite cold. I have found these
'grop‘orti'ons" of the different articles, to agree better with
urnt and scalded parts, and less irritating to the patient,
‘than equal parts of bazilicon and oil of turpentine, which
I believe is the liniment used and recommended by Dr.
‘Kentish. - - ol &5
 On the fourth day there was evident signs of suppura
tion* commencing; therefore, instead of applying the
warm dressing to the parts least injured, the following ce-
Tate was made use of, which agreed very well with the
'sores, and healed them up rapidly. R. Cerat. lap. calam.
-unc. 1. plumb. ust. rubr. dr. 1. misce. The warm dressing
was still continued to the parts that were foul and sloughy,
until the sloughs cdme away, and then the ulcers were
.dressed in a common way.t g
g n

2

* In many places there was merely a separation of the cuticle, yet from
these parts, there was a_copious discharge of well concocted pus, many
days:-had-Hildanus seen this case, he would have been no less surprised.at
such an effect, than he was with the case of a maid who had scalded her
whole leg up’to the thigh with water, and from whence half a pound of
matter was discharged at each dressing, twicea day, ‘See Swieten’s Com=
mentaries upon Boerhaave’s Aphorisms, vol. 4, page 193. 7

t Dr, Kentish says, ¢ as for the dead parts, the application which is im-
mgdnately applied to themis of very little consequence, for the throwing off
of these eschars derends upon a process of the system, which the immedi-
ate applxcat}O_n to the dead part will in no way either retard or facilitate.”
I am of a different opinion, and need only mention in support of it, and by
way of example, an eschar that is produced by the application of a com-
mon caustic, the *separation of which from the living parts, T can affirm
with truth may he greatly facilitated by the application of warm and emol-
lient dressings. And Dr. K. in his second Essay upon burns, in some de-
gree contradicts his former assertion, He says, “in cases of eschars
coming away, or while they are detaching themselves, I fill up the hollow
made by their loss when separated, and fill up their furrow at their edges
when loosening, with powdered chalk, which is covered with a plaister of
cerate; and if the process be tedious, a poultice of bread and milk is apr
Pplied over the plaister? - : - o

In‘_ca.ses of sloughs and eschars, the animal economy always furnishes
what is termed the suppurative stage, which is the process instituted by na-
ture for the purpose of separating the unsound or dead parts from the
sound or living parts, therefore I do not see the utility of absorbing thetis:;

cretion
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i Tn consequence of the difficulty to retain any dressings
upon the face, it was anointed three times a day with a lit-
tle of the following liniment, applied with the end of a
soft feather. R. Ol oliv. opt. aq. calcis. aaunc.1. Agq.
litharg. acet. dr. i1, misce. : : Fher

- The draughts before mentioned were continued until the
7th of November, with very great advantage ; but-as the
‘beat of the body and the pains were now subdued, ex-
cepting at the times of dressing, they were left off; and
the patient began to take three table spoonsful of the de-
coction of bark, ever?r six hours.  The bark, with Jaxa-
tives occasionally, milk, and nourishing broths, were per-
sisted in from the 7th of November until the 19th of De-
cember, when the girl was discharged cured. ‘

 Further Remarks upon the Cuse.

Tt was observed before, that the patient, previous to her
being scalded, had been subject to frequent attacks of
epileptic fits. “She called upon me at the Infirmary eight
‘weeks after her dismissal, to shew me those parts upon
her arms that had suffered the most from the scald, with
an idea that they were going to gather, and be bad again;
but upon examining them, I found that large seams, or
cicatrices, which are common after such accidents, had
formed; and were considerably elevated above the surface
of the sound skin adjacent to these parts.

[y SO SR T : REE 5T

cretion of matter with chalk, as it forms in the furrow surrounding the es-
char, because it must in some degree retard its separation ; and the appli-
cation of a plaister and a poultice over the chalk, appear to be remedies
diametrically opposite to each other, as poultices are generally intended to
act as a stimulus by drawing a gentle heat to the part, and consequent-
ly must assist in the process of suppuration.

Dr. Kentish in his second pamphlet also-mentions that he uses chalk for
the purpose of repressing the growth of: fungns, and of absorbing the re-
dundant secretion ; and presently after it appears as if he used chalk, whe-
ther the secretion be redundant or not; for be says, *“as soon as secretion
takes place, I begin the uge of powdered chalk heated to the temperature
of the human hody, which is pleatifully appiied .to the whole secreting sur-
face, and afterwards covered with a plaister of cerate. If it be a process
of the system to produce matter beneath and round the sides of sloughs
and eschars, in order to facilitate their separation from the sound parts;
why should this discharge, in its very commencement, be absorbed where
it is so essentially necessary, unless it be really over abundant in quantity ?

I have tried powdered chalk in cases of chronic ulcersleft by burns and
‘scalds, where there was a copious discharge, and a good share of fungus.
The secretion was diminished by it, but the funzus rather increased durins
its application, I therefore discontinued the use of it, and have applied
other more active escharotics, such as alumen ustum, _zincum vitriolatum,—
<alcinatum, cuprym vitriolatum, and the argentum nitratum,

’









416  Mr. Bishopp, on Fracture of ilzg’ Sternum.

way. After he had become sufficiently warm in bed,
bled him freely, and bound up the chest with a tight nap-
kin ; gave him an opiate, and directed that he should take
“mothing but common tea. The next morning he was ex-
tremely ill, respiration exeessively laborious, cough inces-
sant, with bloodv expectoration ; great vascular excite-
ment, together with great pain and oppression in the chest,
complaining much of a pricking pain under the sternum,
and of stitches in his sides whenever he coughed; he
could breathe only when nearly half erect in bed. I now
bound the ribs very firmly with a broad inelastic girth,
furnished with four straps and buckles, when he exclaim-
ed, “ he was in heaven.” 1 bled him very freely again,
twice or thrice, purged him severely every morning, and
added to the strictest antiphlogistic plan a nightly opiate.
He went on well till the morning of the fourth day, when
a servant hastened to call me to his assistance ; as, upon
her raising him up to give him some food, he instantly
screamed, fell backwards, and appeared to be gasping for
his last breath. I found him black in the face, frothing at
the mouth, the eyes staring, in the greatest imaginable a-
gony. Staggered at this alarming appearance, 1 looked if
the bandage had been loosened; which had happe'ned‘,
and upon tightening it, the problem was solved by the
speedy cessation of the more distressing effects, and by his
becoming tranquil and easy in less than ten minutes. The
bandage had shipped down. To obviate the recurrence of
such a disaster, shoulder-straps were attached to it. The
case went on afterwards without a single difficulty. In a-
bout eight weeks he was able to ride on horseback. = The
fractured sternum had reunited perfectly with little or no
irregularity ; for it should have been before stated, that
one portion was not depressed at all under another. :
. It is not, Iapprehend, the coaptation of the bone that
is of main consequence in these accidents; Nature will
. commonly adjust all this part of the business, and effect
the reunion, whatever be the new relative position of the
fragments. The object most deserving our immediate at-
tention is the present performance of respiration 1n the
most easy manner possible. The anterior extremities O
the ribs are here no longer the fixed points they were be-
fore, consequently the muscles soon become so much fa-
tigued, that they ean act no longer; or they act with great.
difficulty ; @l our dependance therefore ‘must be upon
steadying the ribs, by applying to them a firm lateral sup-
port. Itis, then, to fatigue and spasm of the intercostaé
: an
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and other muscles concerned in respiration, and not to
the mechanical irritation from the fractured’bone, tha
would generally attribute the greater part of the distress
produced, ab initio, from this accident; accordingly, my
atient felt as if his body were parting into pieces when .
ﬁe’ was unbound. A ' o, SE
ZLeicester, October 1807. ; e

To_the Editors of the M. edical and Plyfical Journal.
GENTLEMEN, : : i

THE last Number of your Journal, page 337, records a
case in Midwifery, under the care of Dr. Dewees and Dr.
Jones, in which a most powerful and dangerous remedy
was tried, apparently without the least necessity, and cer-
tainly with no good effect. : -

However unpleasant it may be to animadvert upon cases
furnished by contemporary practitioners, it is necessary,
for the improvement of our art, to examine critically
whatever is published: concerning it, and to ‘express our
disapprobation of any method, which seems to have beea
unnecessarily introduced, or injudiciously conducted. This
motive alone, induces me to make a few remarks on the
first of Dr. Dewee’s cases.

In drawing up medical histories, there is some difficulty
in discriminating between too much minuteness of detail,
and too much generality ; in the case under consideration,
something more of circumstantial detail would have beea
an advantage. 2

Dr. Dewees has omitted mentioning two very essential
particulars, namely, what was the age of the woman, and
whether it was her first child; from a knowledge of these
two facts, much assistance would have been afforded, in
Jjudging of the method of treatment. :

Enough however is recorded, to render it manifest that
the poor woman’s labour would necessarily be tedious; for
the waters had been evacuated (whether designedly is not
said) early in her labour, and at the end of sixteen hours
the os uteri was zery rigid, and but little opened, and the
0s externum scarceZy large enough to-admit a finger. In
such a state of the parts, no injury could have ensued
from at least eight hours further delay; and surely no}_)‘gls-

354 : sible
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sible necessity could ghgli_;e%(ﬁt;fo; lligqgigg; a steady nré_gi‘f
sure against the perinzum, inorder to prevent the escape
f.the.child’s head SRIGUEH e bl il vy b s
~ Dr. Dewees says, that the pains were frequent and brisk,
but that there was not the least disposition in the soft parts
to dilate; of course the pains, if at all uterine, were par-
tial, and probably spasmodic. Such frequent and ineflica-
cious pains (familiarly called cramp pains) almost con-
stantly happen, when the anterior part of the uterus is
squeezed between the child’s head and the ossa pubis, as
was evidently the situation here; for the child’s head, co-
vered by the uterus, was low down in the pelvis, and the

waters had been long evacuated. s :
In such circumstances, the patient is extremely restless,
and very urgent to get relief, and the by-standers are fre-
quently very importunate to have assistance given ; but
more judgment is shown in soothing the patient and gain-
ing time, than by any manual endeavours to hasten de-
livery. : . :
1 cannot conceive a case, in which this plan would be
more required, than in the one we are now considering.
The loss of some blood, according to the strength of the
patient, an emollient clyster or two, perhaps even a dose
of Castor oil, or some other mild laxative, and from thirty
to forty drops of laudanum, with light and simple nou-
rishment, joined to time and patience, would have over-
come all the rigidity complained of; and the woman
would have brought forth her child with very little assist-
ance from her medical attendants. ; ¢
It was however deemed expedient to adopt more active
measures for overcoming the rigidity; and as tobacco
- clysters have been occasionally found useful by their re-
laxing qualities, in promoting a reduction of strangulated
herniz, it was determined to try whether they would not
be equally efficacious in relaxing the rigidity of the os
uteri. Accordingly, a strong infusion of Tobacco was
thrown up the rectum, by which great sickness, vomiting,
and fainting were excited ; but though these distressing
symptoms continued for an hour and a half, the desired
relaxation did not take place. Another trial of the same
remedy was then made, much against the patient’s will;
but though all the above enumerated symptoms were once
more brought on, the rigidity of the os uteri congnued as
firm as ever. ST T s ; e T
I cannot however but think, that these clysters were,
indirectly, productive of more effect than is atr.ributeg to
them
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them by Dr. Dewees; for the very cbmgletefand sudden
relaxation, which was produced immediately afterwards
by drawing away ten ounces of blood, is a very unusual
occurrence. It 1s to be recollected, that the os uteri was
wvery little open, and very rigid; the child’s head low in
the pelvis, covered by the uterus; and the os externum
scarcely large enough to admit a finger; yel on taking a-
way ten ounces of blood, all the tightness and rigidity
give way at once, the os and cervix uteri dilate and dis-
appear, and opportunity is allowed for applying the for-
ceps, by means of which a fine child is brought into the

world i a few minutes.

Nothing but the most extreme debility could have pro-
duced so sudden a change in the state of the labour ; it
was like the delivery of a child, when the uterus has been
relaxed by profuse hamorrhage, or when the mother is
rapidly sinking in the last stage of a consumption. Such
a state of debility could not but be very dangerous and a-
larming ; and [ must think, was particularly to be guard-
ed against, in a woman sulject to violent cholera morbus
and convulsions, by which diseases, we are told, she was
carried off, about six days after her delivery. ;

Altogether, it is a melancholy case. From the detail
given, there does not appear to have been more difficulty
than might be remedied and overcome by the usual and
authorized modes of assistance. In labours attended with
difficulty, on account of the tightness and rigidity of the
soft parts, sixteen hours afford but a short time for the
uterine pains to produce a relaxation and dilatation of the

. os uteri and os externum, even if the membranes remain

. unbroken. But on this occasion, the waters had been eva-

cuated early in the labour, and experience has taught us,
that twenty, thirty, and forty hours must sometimes pass

~ away, when such an accident has occurred, before the

parts will be in a proper state to admit of the mother’s

~ safe delivery. -

At all events, it has now been ascertained by two ade-
quate trials, that tobacco clysters cannot be safely and ad-
vantageously employed, for relaxing the passages during
a hard labour: it is therefore to be hoped, that no similar
experiments will be made with such harsh and unmanage-
able medicines. : o

; In another part of your Journal, p. 344, a case is relat-

- ed by Dr. Elmer, supposed to have been “ a mortification

and separation of the body of the uterus.” Many bisto-
Ties are to be found in authors, nearly similar to Dr. EI%
mer’s,
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- mer’s, which have proved to be in reality, cases of uterine
polypus protruded through the os externum. -~
In the valuable Sepulchretum Anatomicum of Bonetus,
several of this kind may-be veférred to.  In some of these,
the sphacelated tumour, supposed: to be the uterus; was re-
woved, and in.others the:putrefying mass oecasioned the
patient’s death, but.on opening: the bodies, post mortem,
the wombs were found entire, and in their proper situation
within the pelyis. - Fide Boneti: Seputch. Anatom. tom. iii.
3b. 8. Sect i 8%nobs ity 8ys . onilt vest v ARl Sy
It is scarcely eredible, that a disease' of so’serious a na-
ture as a mortification of the womb could have been cured
by the very .insufficient-means, which, aecording to Dr.
Elmer’s account, were alone employed in-the case he has
communicated, viz. fomentations of " bitter: herbs; with
large doses of a nitrous julep, and spir. lavend. 'comp.—
Besides, if the whole utetus were extracted, what would
become of thevesica lurinaria and intestines. * For want
of their usual Support, they mast fall into the cavity of
the pelvis, and would soon be protruded also; and deuth
must inevitably be the consequence, o 1 s

il amyd&ecm ow dnsbis wwiwor
- I M SAMUEL MERRIMAN.
Curzon Street, May Fain, Qct. 3. 180ess thqns WiV e91AW 108

4 ,;..‘- Sy L éf £ k' &) (5§ "-;.2.3‘_"-?"”.:' "‘fv .
To tké"Edil___orsjéf the Medical and Plyfical J surndle

OUR correspondent My, ‘Davies, has communicated
in your Journal, a paper on Medical Controversies; and |
although' the ! remarks in it are rather amusing than pro-

found, I beg leave to draw the atteation of your readers
to the subject. - Ft is well known that the practical opinions
of medical men have been materially unsettled on the sud-
Ject of gout, and of aceidents from fire. It is well known,
also, that the ‘propagation of the cow-pox has given rise to
many preposterous prejudices, and that, to allay these
prejudices, Mr. Rixe has argued with great zeal and effect,
These diseases have hitherto been considered as praclical
subjects ; vet your correspondent, Mr. Davies, in your last
number, attempts to cast a shir on your Journal for encour-
aging the investigation of them, “and requests you in future
% furnish him “more ™ with practical %d’lgjééé “Iiis ;0
: o e

‘GENTLEMEN,
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";4@4 Dr. Physick, on the Use of Blistéhzin jfbﬂ‘éﬁm"oﬁ- s

ated, as far as"I know, with the late Dr. Joseph Pfeiffer.
‘From having employed blisters in the treatment of that
complaint with great success, 1 was induced to suppose,
~some years ago, that they might also be used with advan-
‘tage in arresting the P'ro%l‘ess of mortification. o
he first opportunity I had of applying a blister with
this intention, was in the case of (gaptain Stokes, a gen-
‘tleman between forty and fifty years of age, whom I was
desired to visit, in consultation with Pr. Rush, in January
1808. After an inflammation about the anus, which had
been supposed for several days by the patient an attack of
piles, a mortification was observed to have commenced in
‘the perineum, and on the side of the scrotum. At my first
visit I proposed the application of a blister, to extend
from the edge of the mortification in the perineum, back-
wards over the buttocks. This being agreed to, was im-
wmediately applied. The following dgy, when the blister
was dressed, we.were both well satisfied with its effect, as
it had prevented the mortification from spreading back-
wards ; but so extensive was the mortification of the skin
and anterior part of the scrotum, which appeared to ex- -
tend upwards in the course of the spermatic chords to-
wards the abdomen, that his recovery was not to be ex-
pected. Afier a few days he died. bR
Dr. Rush being struck with the good effect of the blis-
ter in the preceding instance, has lately employed the re-
medy in a case of mortification, the history of which is
contained in the following letter. :

“ DeAr Sig, ‘-

¢ 1 was called upon by Dr. Bleight, ‘on the 20th of last
. July, to visit with him, Captain R. A. who, in consequence
of applying a handful of the polyconwum persicaria, instead
of paper, to a common use, after going to stool, was af- °
fected with an inflammation in the extremity of the rec-
tum, which extended around 'the adjoining parts, and
along the perineum, so as to affect the integuments of the
scrotum,  Bleeding and other depleting remedies had been
used to no purpose, in order to cure it: a partial mortifi-
cation had taken place. I concurred with Dr. Bleight in
advising leeches to the sound parts; and recollecting the
high terms in which you spoke of the efficacy of blisters
in preventing the progress of mortifications, in our con-
sultation, in the case of Captain Stokes, in January 1803,
1 advised their application to all the diseased parts which
had not put on a gangrenous appearapce. They bz_ldhtge
: - wished-












An Account of the Effects of LaBour in the Cure of Pulmo-
- nary Consumption, In a Letter from the Rev. Dr. Sa-
wueL K. Jennines, of Bedford County, Virginia, to
Ds. Bexyamin Rusn, : :
-
Dear Six,

'THAT theory only is to be considered a rational one,
which is supported by facts, and will admit of the most
extensive practical utility. If the following facts can be
of any service to you, it will afford me singular satisfac-

‘tion to have communicated them. ! }
I myself furnish the case. My maternal grandmother,
Ay mother, five of her sisters, and four of her brothers,
my sister being my mother’s first child, and a brother next
in succession to me by birth, all of them have been swept
off the stage of life in the course of my recollection, by
the fatal disease Phthisis Pulmonalis. Irom my youth up
to the age of twenty-nine, I was sensible of great debility
of thelungs, and was never, during that time, able to call
aloud, read, or sing, with the ease which is common to
other people.. I had generally lived a studious and se=-
dentary life, except that I had been the two last years en-
gaged partially in the practice of physic., An offer was at
that time made me to take charge of an academy. For the
sake of gaining more leisure for the purpose of reading
and study, I accepted the offer: In the mean time I had
been three years occasionally employed in speaking upon
- religious subjects. From this last engagement I considered
my lungs to have gained some strength. It followed,
however, that study and confinement did less agree with
me ‘than formerly. I could perceive a daily declension;
and at length, having been caught in a moderate rain, I was
seized with a very severe and obstinate cough. I was bled
again and again to no purpose. After considerable deple~
tion, opium was tried, but in vain. Debility, the cough,
and every inflammatory symptom increased. I had re-
course to riding, took a journey of several weeks, and con-
tinued to let blood as often as the pains were severe, but
still in vain. ' In the mean time I obtained.your Inquiries,
and immediately turned my attention to the subject which
most concerned me. After having carefully read that part
of the ‘work, I pursued the following plan, viz. I let
blood, moderately, every third day, especially if aﬁ'ect.ztli.

' : i CowWi
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with inflammatory symptoms, until, with the previous
blood-lettings, I had been bled fifteen times in the course
of five weeks. By this time I was'much reduced, but my
«cough was no better. I then had recourse to the use of
the AxE, and to LABouR of the severest kind. I could not
at the time repeat ten strokes without rest. It would seem
in the first instance to increase my cough. The result was,
that in two weeks I was nearly recovered. Finding much
amendment, I grew remiss in my labour, and in a few
weeks relapsed, and was nearly as ill as before, for I lost
ground rapidly in the second instance. Two bleedings
and similar LaBouRr, however, finally restored me 1o good
health, and I can now sing aloud, and on a sharp and high
key; can speak two hours together; and, in one word, I
consider myself freed from every symptom of that dis-
order. , :

My wife furnishes a second recent case. Her mother,
and one of two only sisters, have died of the same disease
very lately. She was in her youth an active and industri-
ous woman, and of course took a good deal of laborious
exercise. But for several years past she has been declin-
ing, so that, from a fleshy and healthy woman, she be-
came a pale, sickly, emaciated, valetudinarian. The last
summer she brought a fine son. By suckling him she de-
clined in an unusual degree; was at length taken with a
cough, chills at noon and in the evening, night sweats, &e.
I bled her asoften as I could find her pulse tense; advised
her (contrary to her inclinations) to use SERVILE LABOUR.,
She took my advice. Her cough is nearly removed, and
I have no doubt but she will recover,

- I should not have considered these cases of sufficient im~
portance to call your attention, had it not been for the he-
teditary circumstanccs attending them. ,

In my own case they are indeed striking, for not only
the persons named above, but a number of my maternal
cousins have died of the same disease.

I shall offer a short reflection or two, drawn from my own
case. In the first place, I am persuaded that hard labour,
if employed in an early stage, can cure the hereditary
Predisposition in some cases. - Hence I further conclude,
that consumptive parents ought never to choose sedentary
or light employments for their children. _

~Secondly, I'conclude, that although a trotting horse may
afford sufficient exercise for many, yet labour will be far
Rore succe; ! :

ok uccessful A And
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~ And lastly, in all cases, the labour should be such as to
require considerable efforts on the part of the atient. [
laboured continually, and rarely with sufficient intervals to
refresh myself by rest. o S5l
' -am sincerely, 2 4 :
Sir, your mostobedient,
. SAMUEL K. JENNINGS.
October 25th, 1804. e - Vi

Dr. Dewees’s Evamination of Dr. Ossorn’s Opinion of the
Physical\Necessity of Pain and Difficulty in Human Par-
turition. _

DR, OSBORN, in the introduction to his essay on labo-
rious parturition, has endeavoured to prove, that pain and
difficulty are natural to woman in parturition. He con-
ceives, ‘¢ that in sorrow shalt thou bring forth children,”
was a curse pronounced by Gop against man, and that it
was his intention it should be fultilled and continued as
long as the world endured. That this curse was felt and
perpetuated, by the erect form which he gave man; while
the horizontal one of the subordinate quadruped exempted
it from these evils; he also supposes, “ the peculiar advan-
tages of position so different from each other, can no more
exist in the same creature, thad the strength of the dray-
horse and the fleetness of the racer, can be united in the
same animal: as these depend on qualities incompatable
with each other, and which cannot exist ‘together in the
sanie subject, so those depend on circumstancess of struc-
ture, or physical laws, equally incompatible and incon=
sistent.” »

From this it would appear, first, that Gop intended that
woman should bring forth with pain and difficulty ; and se-
condly, that this intention was answered by a physical pe-
culiarity, that s, an erect form. From these positions I
must dissent. Gop, in giving the erect form to man, could
not mean it should serve as a balance, to the disadvan-
tages resulting fromit to the female ; he intended man for
the most perfect, and the most powerful animal ; he gave
him faculties, capacities, and appetites, different from all

_others; he gave him the erect form as the most dignified,and
the best calculated to display and improve those transcend-
antadvantages. It would indeed be lwiting the power of the

Detry, to suppose, thata mechanism so elaborate, and so

: < : pertect
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« Completely to guard against this accident, which is_
of the last importance to the existence of mankind, nature
has taken particular pains, and attended to a variety of
circumstances in the structure of the bodies, both of mo-
ther and child, which, while they effectually answer the
purposes intended, unavoidably create those very obsta-
cles which delay and impede delivery. The most natural -
of these circumstances it may be proper to describe.”

“ Pirst, then, that irregular cylindrical cavity in the
skeleton, called the pelvis, through which the feetus in
all animals must pass, is so placed in the human body,
that its axis is very different from the axis of the trunk,
and of course, not perpendicular to the horizon, nor can
any thing passing through it, be within the immediate in-
fluence of gravity ; at the same time, the axis of the pel-
vis is very remote from, if not directly opposite to, the
axis both of the vagina and os externum, through which
the foetus must pass.”

These positions are certaialy true; but what do they
prove? Certainly not, that pain and difficulty are inevita-
ble to the animal so circumstanced, in bringing forth its
young ; but merely, that the different axis of the trunk,
pelvis and vagina, are not parallel : but this makes nothing
tor the point, since it by no means follows, that women,
to be exempt from pain and difficulty in labour, must have
these axes correspond. This indeed would be a disadvan-
tage, agreeably to Dr. O’s own confession: for he alleges,
that were the influence of gravitation not taken off, pre-
mature labour would be the consequence ; but this end is
effectually answered, by giving this variety to the axis of
the parts'concerned in parturition: and this, without ne-
cessarily being the cause of pain and difficulty, since we
see women bring children without them ; for the most per=
fect correspondence takes place successively, between the
different axes as the labour advances. ;

“ Secondly, upon the same principle,” says Dr. O-
“ and with the same view, nature has been obliged to
vary, nicely and minutely, both the form and the capacity
of the pelvis, making it wide in one part, narrow in ano-
ther, concave and deepbehind, straight and shallow before,
and with sides that converge to a considerable degree.”

The arrangement here spoken of, though correct, I do
not by any means conceive was intended for the purposes
Dr. O. supposes, (namely, pain aod difficulty) any more
than the one just spoken of, since the same argument must

( No. 105.) Hh recessanly -
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necessarily hold good in both cases, viz. women are deliver-
ed without pain, who possess all this variety in their pelves.
AL Thirdly, the upper and lower apertures of the pelvis
do not all correspond in their shape, and have directly
opposite diameters. The superior aperture or brim of the
pelvis, where the child enters, is oviform, with the long
diameter extending from side to side. The inferior aper-
ture, through which the child is to pass out, is so irregu-
lar as not to admit of a comparison, or illustration, from
any known form, but is certainly shorter from one side to
the other, than from the fore to the hind part; and that,
in nearly the same proportion as it was longer above:
thus the two aperwres have directly opposite diameters.”

The construction of the pelvis spoken of does not ne-

cessarily produce pain and difficulty in parturition, un-
Jess from a wrong position of the feetus, since the diame-
ters of the head are made to correspond with those of
the pelvis; and this arrangement is essential, for the rea-
sons just mentioned ; since by it, two great objects are
accomplished ; first, the woman is not subjected to abor-
tions when the uterus is impregnated, nor to its prolapsus,
when empty ; secondly, a resting-place is furnished to the
feetus by the hard and soft parts of the mother, whereby
she is enabled to carry her burden to the most remote
period of gestation, without any very great inconvenience
to herself, or danger to the child.
- “ Tourthly, pursuing the same intention, nature has
made the volumwe of the child’s head such, compared with
the cavity of the pelvis, that it cannot enter by its own
weight, but requires the powerful and repeated contrac-
tions of the uterus and abdominal muscles, and even then,
the bead must be of a particular form, and in a parti-
cular direction ; that in the passage, both these necessarily
undergo a material change from compression, that the
shape of the head may be, all through, adapted to the
pelvis; and thus it must come out with an altered form,
and in a different direction.”

This argument in favour of the physical necessity of pain,
&c.can have but little weight, since it amounts to no more
than what we have already granted, and are again willing
to concede—that, for the head to pass through the pelvis,
it must have its large and small diameters correspond with
those of the pelvis. This most frequently obtains, and
with such uniformity, that the head might very frequent-

-ly be still larger, without augmenting or producing d{ﬁ*
: : culty.
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