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‘FORE'-WO‘RD.

>
Tv one of lhe“ numerous clusters of villages that go to'make up this straggling city of Madras, there lived a
remarkable lady, one of that rare and ancient type of Aryan womanhood, who by her own efforts had lifted herselfup
above the tronbles :nd turmoils of this mundanelife. Twenty yearssgo when the present writer first cameto
Madras fresh from college full of faithand hope, his mind cherishing high ideals of life, he felt a natural attraction
which has continued {o the last, for this great lady, now of blessed ‘memory, who by her calmness, intelligence and un-

- limited capacity for happiness under all and every circumstance of life, not excepting death itself, hasshed a lus-

tre on his life and silently influenced it to an extent, little known or suspected by the world. ' Long and various
were the the discussions the writer held with her on diverse topics—from female education to widow-marriage and
the philosophy of sex to the summum bonn of life itself, On all these  subjects she was ready to speak, to discuss, to
persuade if need be, but her talks were more oracular than argumentative; <he seemed to look at things ‘direct and
speak, as if she has seen them throngh to the eod. * She spoke the truth always and at any cost andhad in her the
artlessness and simplicity of a child; so that it was always a pleasure to sit by and hear her talk on things mundane
and celestial o the problems concerning the life beyond.

At that stage of development of the writer it was impossible for him to understand fully the noble and per:
fect character of her unique personality: but later on he had the rare good fortune to sit at her feet as a- true 'dis-
ciple and imbibe spiritual truths from her, which as thgy were truly received and assimilated began to fructifgand
produce reslts that. wholly changed his life, and opened before his wendering gaze, scenes and visions of a noble
and perfect life that eur ancient Rishis have 1aptuscusly sung in so many rhapscdies which we call Upanishads.

At this crisis in our national career, at a time when the contending forces of iwo great: clvilizations seem to
rend asunder ali old ideals and established ways, of social and religious progress, She that ‘long ago reconciled the
two ‘woalds and hasmade them cne '’ seemed to have-come (to him) as an aratar of th€great and all existing One
in female form -clothed, to set at rest-the contending forces by setting them in right relationship to each other, and
make them work in harmony as of cne anotber,—working together for. the strengihening of each. other
and uplifting of humanity,as a whole;—instead of each striving against and weakening the other ard destroying the
eternal spiritual ideal, by clinging to which alone can humanity ever hope to rise o its destined - goal—the ultimate
realisation of the Universal Principle and oneness of life, which is Lifs Eternal.

In the language of " New Science”# this great soul that has realised the eternal Omeness of all that exist as
“ Akhandakaram’’ was, as it were, an embodiment of ** the anabolic or constructive element ’ as  the old “feminide cre-
ative maternal principle" is called. Her mission in life seemed to be to construct, to unify, to harmonise. And this
she had done. Splend‘idly in her own life; and by her simple yet grand teaching of Truth Absolute in such a way as
to make it a living reality to herself and to these who sat at her feet as frue rhflnu, she has helped others to recons-
truct their life in complete harmony with the Universe and so revivify it with the light ,0[ Truth as to attain for
themselves that great spiritual blessing which is beautifully called “Re-birth" or “Regeneration.”

Her teachings partock more of the nature of effusions’ tham sludi_ed sermons. Bhe was fruly and in evéry
sense a Mother, a divine and Holy. Mother to those Wwho sat at her feet with pure }mns _-nd parched up souls that
panted aiter the Holy tiver of Truth. And her method of teaching the Truth, Oh! it was simply perfect and nataral.
Her language and illustrations were simple and homely, though necessarily symbolical. Mystery and myst&ngnsngss
she ever denounced, and freely and openly spoke the truth to all that came to her, so much so t.hat her frank & open
nature combined with the sublime truths that fell from her lips, made her Iia}lle to be easily mi?nndersmod by
many ; and as she ever dwelt on her own high altitude of spiritual perfection caring nought for praise or blame of
men, except to help seekers after Truth and that only those who sought it inright earnest, she hn.d more than her share
of abloguy, ridicule and swhat not, and enjoyed the reputation of beiife the best abused and most misunderstood person of
hertime. But these were nothing tohér. She was ecer af one with her Maker— dkhandakuram' as she would say; and
the* Bliss of indivisibl :c"ion"l_" de dam"—was' hers to the Tast, She used often to say that the Vedanta

 Tido acticls on * Th Fteral Motherhood” by Mrs. Frances §winey, published in the “East & West”
for November 1902, (Bombay.) also, The Evolution of Sex, Geddes & Thomson, p. 26,




184 t NCas@ s &1 bewd. [Vor. XII. No. 6.
¢

* philosophy had come to l:e in: bad. repute with many good souls, because its. teachers adopted the old harsh
method of trying the young and inexperienced soul that came seeking after Truth, with a stern, severe,
and ascetic discipline, from which all bat the most hardened souls cannot but shrink away as” impossible to
bear; thus spreading the false notien that Truth is unreachable by the ordinary man who has perforce to
Tive in the world and follow some profession for his livelihood, thongh he has cut himselfoff from the shackles
of the world in his heart of hearts, She preached “ purity of heart” and nobility of aspiration to reach
the highest truth,—nothing short of Truth absolute,—as the two essential requisites for realising the higher
Iife’; and proyided a man or woman has in his or her evolution of life attained to this stage, he or she need
not give up family life or following a profession merely as a means of livelihood, On the other hand, a truly aspiring
soul and reflecting mind will make use of these experiences of every day life to build up a true and noble character
based on the essential truth of things and not their apparent reality. Sheused often to insist on the necessity of stric-
ter observance of the great and universal principle of teaching, tiz,—‘that children should be taught by love and
Lindness and not by fear and rudeness.”’ And she regularly followed it in teaching the highest truth to her children,
who though  they were men of note and official or social position in the world—some of them being distinguished
University graduates of standing—were yet to her but children; and a happy Kirdcrgarten it was where thése learned
to imbibe gradually the highest truth, by living the life, under the watchful gnidance of a true Mother's loving
care. It was indeeda life of paradise to the few that were intimately attached to her—not as ‘Guru-Shishya’, she
ever discarded this idea as smelling of old-world harshness and wanton asceticism;-—but as— Mother and child—a
true spiritual bond, that her dropping the flesh has enly strengtheed the mare,

An exposition or effusion as yon please, ‘of Her teachings to one of Her children, as realised by him in
actual experience, is now presented to all ripe souls and real lovers of Truth, with the thrilling Foice that suddenly
broke on his ears and made his hearistrings vibrate, still ringing within him—“GODWARD HO!"

In the title chesen to designate this effusion of grace,— “The Gospel of the Holy Mother",—“the Holy
Mother” represents more *the anabolic principle” of Eternal Motherhocd than anything of It in pame or forne. Of the
nine sections into which the book is divided, all but the last were read toand approved of by Her while She was
still in the flesh; and the last bears the imprimatur of Her divine grace and blessing to Her child, which however it
may appear to the worldly-minded, is intensely real to the spiritually “thirsty and hungry’ soul that panteth after
God, “as the hart panteth after the brook.” The universality of this spirtnal experiece will be evident from what
Prtzfesso: James 0,[ tl.:e Harvard University quotes in his masterly volume of Gifford Lectures on Natural Religion 2
entitled "ThF Varieties of Religious Experience:’—* «The influence of the Holy Spirit exquisitely called the
Comforter, is a matter of actual experience, as solid a reality as that of electro-magnetism.” —adding his own
opinion that it s literally and objectively true as far as it goes”

ANANDA MISSION,
Anandashrama, Triplicane,
Vijayadasams, 1st Octr., 1903. }

¥ Beep, 515, and footnote. + W. C, Brownell in Seribner’s Magazine., vol. xxx. p, 112,
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The Mapras Marw. of the 20th October
says:— 4

)
Tae “ Vivera CHINTAMANL”

*Tlis high-class Tamil periodical entered
upon the twelth year of its existence a few
months age, and it has done much good
work during this period to deserve the
support of the Tudian community. Mr. C. V.
Swaminatha Tyer, its editor, has, through his
nnaided exertions, brought the magazine toa
high degree of literary merit. During the
last year he’has made religious philosophy a
special featuve of the journal and has contribut-
ed to its pages devotional writings particularly
He is about ®
issue a collection of philosophic poems in easy

interesting to Hindu ladies.

Tamil, popularising the teachings of the
Advaita school.”
> *
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and Knowledge.

. As the Way to IIenldl, Happiness and Life, Thre
Self-Help, Seli-Cnntrol und Sell-cmture.

U
“EKAM SATYAM SRAHMA '—SRUTIVAK.
+Seek Truth wherever you can'find it,”
“ But Make your Choice and Stick to it

till you reach the end.

“ Tyuth is hard Finding I" Yes, waamgzlwusmg &w Ve
when whole; Yet Try ! “ Awake, Arise and Stop.
not till yo reach the Goal,"—Syuti.
< And Ye shall Know the Truth and thﬂ Truth.
shall make you Free”’—Christ, |

D

Grer EhE o e Ger sigic
S5 055 eS@maan uré® werer SBET
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D. K. Agency:
th May, 1903. 3. L. IR,

All persons whc lofe Trath for its own sake and are wﬂu.n.
o show P zond-sill towards All, o= s e
el oIl ST Hecoma b e\pmm-
dym s of tho Misson a1t may. sult thilr intelligonce,

Sincerity _in mongn, S eed, an essential And
condition mbalrxupnlonllyfnlﬁlled by all.
Satyameva Jayati.

“Hail! Ananda Natesa!
Sri dkhandananda Satguruve Namaha.

Terms of Snbscriptim[ to the ‘Viveka Ghiqf.a.mani ’

- Thick !Bper Edition for P;ﬁrom, Roadmg
‘Rooms, School and Cireulating Libraries, &e.
Minimum Subseription Rs, 5 per annum.
Single Copy 74 As.: Back Nos. § As. cach. X
_ English & Foreign Subscription 75, 6d. net per annum,
Thin Paper Edition for the People :—
Subscrn, Price: Yearly Rs. 4; Half-yearly Rs. 22,
Single copy, current No. 5} As.; Back Nos. 6 As, Each.
English & Foreign Subscription 55 6d. met per-anmum,

If strictly Prepaid at the commencement of the
' term, (i.e., in May of each year) 8 As, discount, off the
annual rate, and 4 As, off thp half-yearly rate.
Subseriptions entered o begin with only Apel or May of cath year,
f the year,
=5 To regular annual subseribers 2 months
ace is allowed for the prepayment of sub
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- the discounts allowed.

Subseriptions cannot be closed inthe middle of a
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