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* “ Tiower down, between Coimbatore and Anaimalais,
there is the broad Palghat gap cut across the Ghats by a river
of o former geological epoch, which links up the Konkan
Coast with the apper reaches of the Kaveri. This region
merges imperceptibly info the South Maisur region through
the lowlands on either side of the Shervaroys gap, so that South
Mpisur, Coimbatore and Salem form one natural platean
region, studded with uneroded remnants of the Basten Ghats,
like the Nilgiris and the Melagiris. The whole of this natural
region was also called Kongu Nadu, as is proved by thefact
that the book which narrates the legendary history of the early
kings ‘f this country is called Kongn Desa Rajakkal. This
was the Konganam of éarly Tamil Literature, whereas the
word Kongu Nadu was more often used in a more restricted
sense, viz. being applied to the region between the south of
the Maisur plateau and the region less than 500 feet above
sea-level which form Tinnevelly, Ramnad, Lower Madura,
Pudukottah, Trichinolzoly, Tanjore and South Arcot ’—A
paper on *‘ Geographical Control of Early Kongu History *
zead by Mr., P. T. Srinivasa Iyengar M.4., University Reader
of Indian History, at the first conference of the Madras
Geographical Association, May 1930, at Coimbatore.
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