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TRANSLATION MODELS
(7) Why does a cloud fall as rain instead of
in alump?

It is quite lately that we have been able
to learn the very remarkable answer to this
question. We might suppose that, when the
air cooled enough, the water-vapour, or some
of the water-vapour, in' it would be bound to
turn Jiquid in a mass and then fall plump, But
waler cannot behave in this way, because there
ate certain conditions which must always be
present when it turns liquid.

It is necessary that there shall be some solid
sepatate point or particle of something around
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which the water-vapour can condense when
it turns liquid. It seems to matter very little
what the thing is, but there must be something,
and the consequence is that rain falls in drops.
Itis the discovery of the cause of the formation
of rain drops that enables us to answer this
question. The particles that perform this ser-
vice for the drops may be small or great.
Oftenest perhaps they are visible specks of dust
or dirt and so on.

We have also discovered that molecules that
make up the gases of the air are liable to be
broken up in a peculiar way by the action of
electricity, and rain drops can form upon these
broken-up molecules, We shall not learn much
more about the weather until we know more
of the electrical happenings in the air,
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