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SEVEN AGES OF MAN.
All the world is a stage
And all the men and women merely player:
“They have their exits and their entrance:
And one man in histime plays many parts;—
His acts being seven ages, At first the infant,
Mewling and puking in the nurses arms.
Then the whining school-boy, with his
satchel
And shining morning face, creeping like a
snail
Unwillingly to school. And then the Lover,
Sighing like furnace, with a wolul ballad
Made to his mistress’ eye-brovr.  Then a
Soldier
Full of strange oaths and beavded likea pard ;
Jealous in honour, sudden: and quick in
quarrel,

Secking the bubble reputation
Even in the cannon’s mouth, Aod then the
o Justice,
In fair round belly with good capon lined
With eyes severe and beard of formal cut
Full of “wise saws and modern instances—
And so he plays his part. The Sixth age
shifts
Into the lean and slippered Pantaloon,
With spectacle on nose and pouch on side;
His youthful hose well saved, a world too
wide
For his shrunk shank ; and his big manly
voice
Turningagain toward childish treble, pipes
And whistles in his sound. Last scene of all,
That ends this strange eventful history
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MERCY

The quality of mercy is not strained ;

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heayen

Upon the place beneath : It is {wice blessed ;

It blesseth him that gives and him that
takes :

It is mightiest in the mightiest : it becomes

The throned monareh better than his crown :

His sceptre shows the force of temporal
power,

The attribule to awe and magesty,

Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings

But mercy is above the sceptred sway 8

It is enthroned in the hearts of Kings .

It is an attribute fo God himseli,

3

And earthly power doth then show likest
o God's
When mercy seasons justice. Therefore Jew!
Thoygh justice be thy plea, consider this—
That in the course of justice none of us
Should see salvation ; We do pray for mercy
And that same prayer doth teach us all
To render deeds of mercy.
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Fyll many a gem of purest ray serene

'I‘Pw dark unfathomed caves of ocean bear
Full| many a flower is born' to blush unseen
And waste its sweetness in the desert jair

Gray's Rlegy in a Country Chtirch-yard
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