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[* A leaf of grass is no less than the journey-work of the starsl

And the ant is equally perfect, and the grain of sand, and the
egg of the wren, g

And the tree-toad is a masterpiece for the hlghest
And the running blackberry would adorn the parlours of
heayen, ;

And the narrowest hinge on my hand puts to scorn al,
machinery, '

And the cow crunching with depressed head surpasses any
statue, :

And a mouse is miracle enough to stagger sextillions of in-
fidels”
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[ * The Moth
Tsled in the midnight air,
Musked with the dark’s faint bloom,
Out into glooming and secret haunts
The flame cries “Come!”
Lovely in dye and fan,
Atremble in shimmering grace,
A moth from her winter swoon
« Uplifts her face.

Stares from her glamorous eyes;
Waits her on plumes like mist;
In ecstasy swirls and sways

To her gtrange tryst.
~—Wantes Ds na Mass.|
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[*That rivulet of smooth silver—how does it flow think you ?
1t literally rows the earth with every scale for an oar; it bites the
dust with the ridges of its body. Watch it when it moves slowly:
a wave but without wind! a current but with no fall! all the body
moving at the same instant. yet some of it to one side, some to
another, and some forward and the rest of the coil backwards: but
all with the same calm will and equal way—no contraction no
extension - one soundless, causeless march of sequent rings,
a spectral procession of spotted dust, with dissolution in its fangs,
dislocation in its coils. Startle it : the winding stream will become
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a twisted arrow ; the wave of poisoned life will lash through the
grass like a cast lance... ... .... - RUSKIN

But now here's the first thing, it seems to me, we've
got. to ask the scientific people—what use a serpent has for
IS tongue, since it neither works it to talk with. or taste °
with, or hiss with, nor as far as I know, to lick with, and least of
all to sting with-and yet for people who do not know the creature,
the little vibrating forked thread, flicked out of its mouth and back
again, as quick as lightning, is the most striking part of the beast;
but what is the use of it? Nearly every creature but a snake can
do some sort of mischief with its tongue. A woman worries with
it, a chameleon catches flies with it, a pholas digs holes in the
rock with it, and a gnat digs heles in #s with it : but the poor
snake cannot doany manner: of harm wilh it whatsoever: and
whatiis ks tongue forked for ?

—fBUﬁKll‘Tw_']‘
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[*:For double the vision my eyes do see,
And a double yision is always with me:
With my inwazd eye 'tis an old man grey,
With my outward a thistle across my way” :
“Srer g CGvE eTerad &al LT@B @t — ° —DBLARKE

1 heard a little tiny noise behind the cupboard door

And something soft and small and quick flashed right
across the floor

The day had yery nearly gone and I could hardly see;
1 do so wish that it would come again to visit me;

The whole day long I’ve looked and looked and looked
about the house, ; ]

] think it was a fairy, Nurse thinks it was a mouse.

—Rose FYLEMAN.]
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