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0 .
K. S, VENKATARAMANI

BOOKS : < T ¢

s
T L
BLISHED '
; JUST PU $ore
© 1. A Day with Sambhu (In Hindi) 0
Rs, A, = : Rs. A,
2. Jatadharan & other Stories (A 3. High Ways of Astrology By
collection of Short stories) ... ab Gl Kumbha. Second Edition o 18
3. Kandan, The Patriot (A Novel of 4. Venkatramani: Writerand Thinker
New India in the making) Second By Manjeri S. Isvaran e 708
. Edition (Revised and Enlarged) 2 0|l 7y Tamil :
4. Renascent India (A Study of 1. Kandan, The Patriot (By the
Indian Problem) Third Edition 10 Author himself) 10
8. A Day with Sambhu (Talks to a 2. Murugan The Tiller By Krishna
. Boy (In English. Second Edition) 0 8 Kumari (M. L.J. Office, Mylapore) 1 8
6. The Next Rung (A Constructive 3. The Indian Village (By the
Study of Modem civilisation) Author himself) B G
Second Edition Gag ) BTl
5 n Telugu :
7. Murugan, the Tiller (A Novel of 3
Indian Rural Life] Third Edition 2 0 || 1. Murugan, The Tiller By P.Rama-
E brahmam (Andhra Patrika
8. On the Sand-Dunes (Musings of Office, Madras) Ll
Life in Free Verse) Second Edition 1 0 £ ,
3 2. Kandan, The Patriot (Ramaswami
Paper Boats (Skercllmé d9( Indian i Sastrulu & Sons, Madras) i e
Yalleee ltjioineh Botuon oy, 3. A Day with Sambhu (Ramaswami
Booklets : Sastrulu & Sons, Madras) Be Al
1. The Indian Village (A Ten-Year In Sanskrit : .
Elin) 1. A Day with Sambhu B
2. Dr. Annie Beasant A Tribute ... 0 4 Y. Mahalinga Sastri 0 4

THE TAGORE OF THE SOUTH
DR. K. R, SRINIVASA IYENGAR
Writes in the October issue of **Good Books'' :—

Among the Indo-Anglians of to-day K. S. Venkataramani is prominent. In his important
works, Paper Boats, On the Sand-dunes, and Kandan the Patriot, memorably couched in an animated.
and often poetical style, Venkataramani is artist as well as prophet; and when occasionally the
alliance is incongruous, it is the latter that turns out to be the loser. Venkataramani's remedies
may not be your remedies ormine; but his diagnosis of India’s ills is substantially correct. The
mere prophet is heard more distinctly in the challenging essays constituting The Next Rung
perhaps the least read of his works.

His earliest book, Paper Boats, contains some excellent vignettes of South Indian village
life, objective enough on the surface, but distantly-plaintive in note that such a state of almost
idyllic felicity should now be inexorably passing away. The musings in On the Sand-dunes are
more direct in their poignant expression of regret. Murugan the Tiller, exquisite picture ‘of life
that it is, mirroring with relentlessness and finality the defeats and self-frustrations of Indian
intell is incid 11 i hl Kandan the Patriot is easily an achievement:
the characters live, the political and human drama is vivid and dangerously perturbing, and the
workmanship is worthy of all praise.

Kandan is Ramu of the earlier novel in his idealism, and they are both creatures of emotion
and of memory. And they have a sure spiritual kinship with Jatadharan, the central figure in two
of Venkataramani's short stories, Inevitably, perhaps, they are-all partial projections of the
author himself. g

In all these works, once you strip them of their stylistic brilliance, their revelations of
social nuances, and their packed humans more sinned against than sinning, the political and
economic thesis boils down to this: the town and its civilisation are indubitably evil, and our

d ion lies in ing to and rehabilitating the village. The Englishman’s philosophy has
been cryptically summerized into: * keep ashop and the shop will keep you.” Venkataramani's
quintessential message seems to be: **be faithful to the land and the land will be faithful to you.”
It is not a revolutionary message—even for the western world. Indeed, itis even to-day the un-
conscious ruling principle of several millions of mute inglorious Murugans and Kandans in the

« sevea lakhs of Indian villages. Venkataramani is their Laureate.

SVETARANYA ASHRAMA, 7, North Mada Street, Mylapore, Madras.
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