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~ but it is more than a mera blend of a specific religio

MEYKANDA DEVA : The Saiva Siddhanta
Sutras and Commentary, Translated into Eng-
lish by H. R. Hoisington. and Edited with
Preface Notes and Text Appendices by N Muru-
gesa Mudallar, Published by Dharmapura
Adhinam. Dharmapuram, Mayuram 609 QOL.
U.K. 10sh; U.S. A. 1 Dollar.

Saiva Siddhanta is no less Samaya than Siddhanta

with its phi'osopny. One could ses in it a synthesiso
several philosophies and a harmonization of religious
beliefs and practices in general. Its conceptions and
delineations are richly symbolic, though it does recogs
nise the role of ritual in religious life By taking
religion to itsroots, it would liberate religion firo
dogma and provide forms of worship with a
rationale. Into its philosophy are woven strands of
Nyaya logic and epistemology as well as the mysiicis
of yoga, with its emphasis on inward withdrawal an
sllumination As religion, its key-note is love and self-
surrender, which cleanse the soul of iis malas and
renders it fit for a direct vision of God and awaken it
into a state ot blissful union with Him. The rooting out
of the ego-sense, the shedding of all Anava dcoss serves
directly to snap the bonds ot Pasa, terminate all Karma
and raise the self to its full stoture. transcending Maya-:
Man's personality as a pasu is buth a condition and a
consequence of his Karma. Enveloped in the Malas
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he acquh-on an individuality and persists in asserting it
through wrong living. Moksha. as the consummation
of all moral and spiritual discipline, is both self-realiza.
tion & &od-realization, in whieh Pati-gnana brought
about by Pasa-kshaya is a unigue experience of
self-awakening in God conscicusness.

The quintessence ot Saiva Siddhanta, as outlined
above, ts contained in the twelve Sutras of Meykand's
. Sivagnana Bodham, whose text in transliteration is given
~ in the Appendix of the present publication along with
an authoritative Sanskrit version of th> Sutras and lucid
rendering of the same in English by Prof. P. Thirugnan-
sambandhan. A Kannada transliteration ot The Tamil
original and a French translatfon of the Sanskrit text add
to itsa value. These serve also to show that Saiva
Siddhanta has received recognition beyond the bound-
aries of Tamil and Sanskrit. Rev R. Hoisington’s own
translation and brief commentry, — authentic and
insightful — regarded by scholars as ¢ pr:bably the
earliest ’, would bear testimony to the interest it evoked
more than a hunderd vears ago among European savants®
Translations of other Saiva Siddhanta works are also
known to have Feen done by Dr. G U Pope and Rev.
H. W Schomerus, Nearer home, '‘pioneers in the field
like tha late J. M Nallasami'Pillai had done considerable
spade-work for presenting Saiva Siddhanta on the
canvas ot world-religions and perennial philosphies. w2

Sri Meykanda Deva belonged to the thirteenth
century A.D. [t is of the nature of a Sutra that it calls
for commentaries. The beauty of the text in Tamil is
matched only by its marvellous elaboration in verse-
form by Sri Arulnandi Sivacarya’s Sivagnana Siddhiyar:
Other expository works in Tamil and Sanskrit follow the
Bodhom and the Siddhiyar. The Dharmapura Adhinam
deseives the gratitude of {the religious-minded": for
publishing a work d@ such enduring 1interest and value-

— THE HINDU, 1—7—80.
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