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- This is my prayer to thee, my lord! _ :
3 Strike strike at the root of penury in my heart-
Give me the strength lightly to bear
the joys and sorows ‘ : o
Give me the strength to make my love
fruitful in service ;
Give me the strength never to disown 5
the poor and bend my knees before insolent might
Give me the strength to raise my mind
high above daily trifles

“And give ms the strength to surrender ;
my strength to thy will with love ——R. Tagore.
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ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF
TAMIL LITERATURES

Prof: V. PERUMAL, M.A B T. M.R.A S.
K G F. First Grede College, Eg
Qorgaum, Kolar Gold Field | 2 e
(Mysore State) b
Eraat

S

(Continued from Page 508 of vol 27)
Mr. M. L. Thangappa’s translation of erupant-
rupadai (which appeared from May 1965 in series of
jasnes of Thenmozhi,a Temil monthly published from
Cuddalore)though verse in form is easily intelligible
Following is a specimen of his translation. !

v ipewfloeuts Lo SCS air Lo flew Lﬁ|_risan}5 2
el siudaimelb Qb Gures o
Qeayare 2 o6S CaliarH Sreamwr Hmis 8
Qaraseor snbeurfp gllaGmLs gfiss
L il E5 QFFhwe G’ (Sirupanathrupadai: 1-5)

Tike a necklace dangling on the beauteous breasts.
Of dame Earth - the pretty hills her bamboo should-.
The wild river flows; it comes from far (ers—,

Enduring ceaseless water—flow.
On the fretted banks are fragrant groves S i
Where scattered lie the fading flowers .
thh the pecking cuckoos caused to fall’,
. (Thenmozhi: May 1965)
Thus every translation has its own merits and:
gpacial features testifying the individual capa.clty of
the translation. ke
II. Soms Problems e
A translator of Tamil Literature into English hn.ﬁ’
gome difficult problems which cannot be solved.-
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easily. There are certain practical difficulties and
problems“which cannot be solved by any translator
whatever may be his intellectual versatility, and -
profundity  For example the following. quatrain

~ cannot be rendered into English without losing the
beauby of alliteration.

bVl @pBErGh WEsSWb aliuSu|n
= - PLOTSD WSSBEYD WSASTIGWD ioTelb
- grepeLw werarnt sLwyCud GrarGm
urgep G5 adr@ar e urea’”
(Seethalal chathanar: Thirualluvamalai: 10)
It is difficult to maintain the rhyme and the
rhythm of the following stanza if it is’ translated
into English.

“epglur dpsguur sduur Qasmrum

e sriflesiur Qar&esiur geafliure|sen
3 dAiesiur ar@we rEsl ure|b
& aBSILT 2 ey 581 @b @@ Cu o

gsiur dd&@ flar Slariur 55585
sstur wesuur Gurfl airpGar
enswiinr Quiiuiiur sriourGar’’ (safs@s i)

It is practically impossible to maintain the

~ excellence of onomatopoeia and the euphonic beauty

of the following stanza if it is rendered into English.,
cuge gafr el@e Gelifl Ui ks
Qeeseilu sl 8y wer %6
SGAsTOR)er wEGESGALET SjeTerQuer nﬂérgm.b
m@?(:‘u.mr BEHEEET aIEGSnST BT’
(Kambaramayanam)
Every language has its own merits and defects.
There are certain expressions in Tamil which cannot
be translated into English. For instance it is impos-
sible to translate the following Tamil sentence into
English without losing its beauty.



i rndugh the full meaning is crystal clear even toa
. lay man, it becomes an absolute difficulty even -for
~ the best translator of a high calibre to traasln‘se f,hq
_ahove sentencc into English. 3
There are certain Tamil proverbs Wthh cannot
be translated into Engllsh Even if they are trans-
lated they will prove Greek and Latin to the readérs
Following are but a few proverbs of thls category.

1

Dier mra@@w

2. u(,@;@sm_ml_s@ afl GaLlLre Qar eu un'sg_
UGSl Lewid erem El@mil, .
3. &bwr H@wr Gemifluer GG, :

4.t @wm« Qe H il Lim b,

There are certain customs and manners Whlch
are peculiar to Tamilnadu. There are many referen-
ces t0 such customs in Tamil literature. Tt is really
a Herculean task to translate such expression into
English. The following are some such expressions:

e - (@sm_@b)

o
Aoy Aau
Aairw BuCaiars A5510 pmed
Sjarub 9 pGa Syowu STEds
Aaumm Aaifles QG psiGp Apms
Sjarun Qs fbs serphs wréw.

mm@; mauammm er 67 emofl slmrmﬂ m%'-

v NGB
e
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