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«Pbe great Height reached and kept by great men,
was never by Accident, but the fruit of perseverance
indomitable and resolute will, never failing courage
apeeded up by unswerving incessant labour’ :
— Abbot’s Nepolean,
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Gitanjali

Where the mind is without fear and the head is held ~

Where knowledge is free : ~ [high
Where the world has not been broken up into y
fragments by narrow domestic walls
Where words come out from the depth of truth
Where tireless striving stretches its arms
towards perfection

- In to that heaven of freedom, my father

L1 my country awakel — R. Tagore.
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This is my prayer to thee, my lord!
. Strike strike at the root of penury in my heart

- G.ve me the strength to take my love

fruitful in service
Give me the strengbh never to disown
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the poor a.nd bend my kuees before msclent n:ught
Give me the strength to raise my mind
high above daily trifles :
And give me the strength to surrender &
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. “The moving finger writes and
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small lure it back
To cancel half a line
Nor all thy tears
Wash out a word of it”.
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We have come here with a judgment for what
we have been doing before: we Continue to live after
death for what we have done here. The judgment is
written on our palm, by the Omnipotent, the Omni-
scient, and All powerful God* 12 lunar months prlot'

¢ our birth in this world,
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ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF
TAMIL LITERATURES

Prof: V. PERUMAL, M.A B.T. M.R.A S.
K 6. F. First Grade Bollege.
Qorgaum; Kolar Gold Field
(Mysore State)

—_—

¥ (Continved from 416 of vol 27)

(:7)- Intellectual honesty is one of the basic'quali-
fications of a boma-fide translator. If a translator
feels that a particular passage is not clear, it is:
better on his part to admit the fact instead of render-
ing a bogus translation and confusing himself and
others. Forinstance, Mr. T. B. Krishnaswami; was
honest enough to admit that six stanzas from Ara-
nericharam: could not be translated into English on
account of unintelligibility of meaning. Sucham

* _henesty is a healthy attitude. Rendering a false
translation is not only committing injustice to the

| X (s usss Qarired)’
wrt o drerssier P@ssh Gsard g uar Gumas:
Qerawr Quig. Blrést Quilg. Saislns Graursl
up, SjeuiseT BrLOD Qeraedls e Biisl Guparid,
shgri srobsaern dEGLDGUHD GLmSios @ pibu
pru@i arerm @QsHGE Frerol. snsrapt 58 sarld
. &6 sbs SoaransiCBs SopliuSasia abar:
Cur_eler FHpg udeih “oyiq Tt Ssg Guer g BaBar’’
erer o urig uGanSGES T
@5 s, S LT &G SBYlq LT EA] 1D, SYeT 4 LIAIDF:
soBubnh  GoEraiTsellh S SHSTApT 5SS
sambater o8 nEerpaiss Qameeraiilyrigurenyé
M5z andlGuroTs, !
T s . (Gargb)"
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original author but also doing disservice to the
language and literature.

(8) A translation should bejas brief as possible.
Though it may be impossible to maintain brevity at,
all times a translator must aim at complete brevity.
In other words the translator must always followa
short and sweet’ policy.

e pRGa S CuTID FTESTE :.(.mma
Afiing Gumreud Spiy”’ (Kural: 339)

The above couplet has been translated into English.
by Rev. Drew in the following brief manner;

“Death is like sleep; birth is like awaking from it’.

“Qeres QsrTadd LugeL L QETAR)S
Qereelp uueafleord Qare’” (Kural: 200)
The above couplet can be translated as ‘speak sen-
sibly, Avoid nonsense’.

(9) Naturalness of language, style and approach
have a great effect in impressing the readers The
translator should translate the thought of the original
author in his (translator’s) own matural way.

- “Blunsser sTe Lol S5Agafliaib sl
Slawsser Haalfl @’ : (Rural: 770)
Rev. John Lazarus, on of the translators of Thiruk-
kural into English has rendered the above couplet in
the following natural way; )

‘Though an army may contain a large number

-of permanent soldiers, it cannot last if it has no
generals’.<

. (10) Speech (narration) of the original should

remain unaltered in the translation. The dlrecﬁ,,

speeoh found in the original must remain in t.he trans-
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. lation in order to Bring the force and spirit of ‘the
original author. Following is a beautiful poem that

£ portrays the love sentiments in appealing and melli-

luous language which is characterized by the
excellence of direct speech:

- swrys @ryn uryr Sueyr

T ahesuh Hmb®SLUD abwep Caeflit

wrgiih Buyh eretaildl <M sio

Qznyel Quue i Gure .
Seryen ABEEFn ST sensgSearGa’ (Kurunthogai:40)

- Mr. R. Balakrishna Mudaliya.r, has rendered the

¥ above poem into English without changing the narra-

%

&

tion. Following is his translation:

In what way were your mother and my mother
related before (our first meeting). What relationship

T existed between my father and your father? How did

we come to know each other? Our loving hearts
mingled one with the other (at first sight) as rain
. falling on reddish soil and mixing with it’. <

(The Golden Anthology of Ancient Tamil Literature
Volume 1. PP. 92, 93)

(11) Lucidity of style is one of the characteri-
stics of a good translation. The trauslation of Mr.
R. Balakrishna Mudaliar is lucid in style and unam-

. biguous in meaning.

“Qureraih SAGD WSS werafu
W% LGS ST weflLjb
@evLuL & Cew amian QgmeL Liewr i 5 S
SiBal% FETSD (@SS & %0
aoafls Corerfl LTEEG erer Db srearGmi
ErarGCmir uTeTiL, :
Freri ererit urerr GuGa’’ (Purananooru:218)
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Mr: Balakrishna Mudaliar has rendered the above:
verse into English in the following lucid style;
“Though gold and’ coral, pearl and the attractive:
diwmend born of hard, high rocks belong to: different
regions, when a lovely jewel of rare value is wrought
into harmony, they all appear together. Even:so, the
noble are found in: company with: the noble; (as) the
ignoble with the ignoble. (The Golden' Anthology of
Ancient Tamil Literature Vol. IT, Page 154) :

The Special feature of Mr I D Thangaswamy's.
English translation of Thirukkural is the lucidityg
of style.

<Gy Qs aarald pGaHEGS AFiab :

W SHDIS STeTen S’ (Kural: 1023,
Following is His translation of the above couplet.

“Tf a man is determined to raise the honourof,
his family, God himself will gird up His loins and:
hasten to aid. him’,
; o . [Qarpa] &

o
SAeu Asy
farrw puCasré 550 gmsd
Sjeirwib nBal j.miowr Fréfs
Aarw Haflar Caustd parGp Aped s
Seurws Qs s serps wrGi,.
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