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ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF
TAMIL LITERATURES

Prof: V. PERUMAL, M.A BT. M.R.A §.

K 6 F. First Grede Gollege,
- Oorgaum, Kolar Gold Field
(Mysore State)

(Continved from 368 of vol 27)-
Mr. V.V.S TIyer's English translation of Thiruk—
kural is also characterized by clarity of thought.
siflejemrwri ga sHart sdalart
%S aer Far! Z “(42T)
He has rendered this couplet inta English in the
following clear language:

“The man of understanding knoweth what is coming;
- but the fool foreseeth not what is befare’.

(4) A translation must be comprehensive arnd
cover the full meaning of the original passage or
poem In other words, the full significance of the
original must be translated ina perfect manner.

(wor usss OsTLisd
soficr & L r8u Qeioy (i3 11 %r syfssadaaCer!
p0 BmefiGa Ga el _rine nl_crib @uibmith s%vaiGar]
S FRHNBUNSDD & SsrOLUCaT! @sh8= o erer
ureig. w2 ool waiGer! siEruges el2orefis @ e m
Spafluicr Caiar oymiiLiaGer ! 2 QT5(E AL SHOLDET SN mi
air_,_vb',ﬂ, Sfere” BF Qe @iy urs LIS 2.6 L_Uiaider
Quérp Zarald et 5955, Saers Bmeuy s )
. Oota Geradu SHarreud orerah @QFQadierier
| Qurmlr oamfhg gsadeatadr, farwr8y Bmé
 si5EE Geasuriasr. 9mGs shenint LD LiEhh S
CGurpns grib Banlyriar Liswlit 5i, Jaiar g S mag udsr
2 @eryhm Gaount sdr, ;

;. : (Rlauyrremd 2 oy @D mib)
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Dr. B. Natal;ajan has rendered Thirumantiram into

English. His translation is characterized by such
a feature.

sifajb S_Sswb Ieryb oL Cer

Alur satweraib Gura emm arer

GIluh Gewh Gersped Shsr

Al ailri &8 51 S 5CHmewfl wrGuo, (ThxrumantlramS 53)

- The above verse has been rendered into Enghsh
by Dr. Natarajan in the following lines;

‘The Lord is of Infinite Grace,

In His Celestial City are Love, Light and Peace
eternal, To them that seek to know] His Form.

And understand His Attributes
And attain His Holy Feet-
~To them, this is the path
—This, this the boat to cross Life's turbulent waters.

Rajajji’s iranslation of Thirukkural is another
good example of such a feature. :

‘Qeupms JPfitss soLSHD e 0s5 S ;

Qupems fit s Qewe’ 1687)
Following is his translation of the above couplet;
<Besides being well-versed in the methods of action,
‘one should also understand the current ways of the
world and act suitably.’

(5) It is the duty of the translator to closely
follow the original writer regarding the order of the
ideas In other words, the morphological aspect of
thought found in the original must remain unaitered
in the translation. Thiruvachakamani K. M Bala-
subramaniam, who has rendered Thiruvachakam into



'374 A D @mu@uugw [Sa1 Hou
--Enghsh has maintained in his translation the same
app]e pie order of thought found in the original.
Lot B WL T Lepeuriil oy or @
vaal@msd &N LD aTll urbUr &S
STl eflSymdil GUIWIT LI & 55 RIS e 1
aOIETT 8 weallanris CHaurmiis
Qeeer s HlarnES Sraiy SHSDS 6w
ereveurl Ay 9ok $e%r 5CSer erib@ugomer!”’
(Thiruvachagam:Sivapuranam: 26-31)
Following is the translation (of Mr. Balasubra-
‘maniam) of the above stanza:—

- “The grass and herb and worm and tree,
The diverse beasts. the bird and snake
The stone and man, the ghoul and ghests,
Ths mighty demons, sages and gods;
Among these statie and mobile
Forms of all species of life,
I've been born and wearied, my Lord.
Similagly he has translated the following stanza
without altering the order of ideas;
ar@8 weres aelurs aerflurs
2 @Bl & 1GrT &l 2 eirenLoW|Lom Ul (@) 60 EHLOIL| DT LI
. Gsre@a wurer TG gen m Sjairaiemys HS5STLG
- ar @6 Hareau aarleraied arpns saCer.
(Thiruvachagam: 15)

Following is the translation of the above stanza;

“The sky and earth,thé wind and fu-e, the body
and the soul, The being and the non-being Thou art,
Thou the kind bidest Causing every one to dance
like puppet and to say. ;

'“"¢T and Mine" !What Words shall I speak out and
how hajl Thee‘?"
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(6) Simplicity is one of the main criteria of a
good translation. A translation must be absolutely
free from high sounding bambastic language, and
pedantic expression Mr. T. B Krishnaswamy, who
translated the Ten Tamil Ethies (Athichudi,Kontrai-
Venthan, Ulaga Neethi, Vetri-Verkai (Narunthogai)

> Muthurai, Nalvazhi, Nanneri, Neethineri Vilakkam,

()

W

Neethi Venba, and Aranericharam) followed a simple
style of expression. The following are a few examples
of his translations;
*@WibLLajeng’ * -~ (Athichudi: 17)
Speak sweetly. :
“ewb Gsrpasl sreayn serm’’  (Kontrai Venthan: 2)
Very good it is to worship at a temple.
CEmEErrl Quriserlars Qerde CararLmn’’
Do not wilfully tell a lie. (Ulagancethi: 2)
cof@is SPG SHNMTTE SLES0"" (Vetriverkai: 14)
Self—control after study and thought, is a virtue of
the wise. .
CERTET S Sl Fajn rerCn reulflss
severt Gerp Caugiajb rarCn — meveurT
Gamhsar 2 @rliuge)n carCp salrm@
Gem @ WG Se|b cerm’’ (Muthurai: '3)
Tt is pleasant to see good people: pleasant to listen
to their good words; pleasant too to sp’_e'a,k of their
goodness; to associate with them ig‘ also pleasant.

ver® WranrQrrfu Cafledy &rpnheare . - -
£8 agar Gsdwspdar — Guleafiuds -
@rint QuiGuri @ursri QflcasCsTi g :
Ll rm@ ayerer Ly (Nalvazhi: 2)
- 1R S Galth
Correctly stated, there are on this earth only two
castes, those who give in econsonance with an unerr-
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878 GLIGHLTeT ! [Beu B
ing moral code are noble; those whb ‘give not, are
low, This is as set forth in the best books. i i

2 eirerii SQITEASYE CHTREG QariisT S 56
Q& et @Hb SerGL Geor Quers — Qaierertd
5055 fiCsr sLRamrsTer Guiss
055 wfiGsn adervy’” (Nanneri: 8(
The i;owar to control one's wrath that rises violently™
up, is of real worth: is it more difficult to build up a
dam 0 hold back the floods or to break it down?
‘oSS snuQuefl erde Qsulain
HRewSGsevaib SuCawr G — o oS sluriyn
Bwla Qrindeib svewars srewruai
wr&er wersS erai’’ . (Neethinari vilakkam; 58)

Angry minds receive even good deeds as evil, but
spotless minds receive even the worst of evils as good.
+@@0ur g CurCu QurarL aifsms wrls
Q@lur 5 Cur&Gw Queru — SAGUT 5
Crr8Cw msrerGGur Sisrurer &L LG
GurECw erelr o Yaew’ . (Neethivanba: 9)

Who eats once observes displine; who eats twice may
be said to en’oy himself; Who eats thrice is sickly;
you may say for certain he who eats four meals will'
quickly die.
*Qer@ere altardewr F50a ds5ma

USGered) s%ral@® arienn rHalig

SerLfif uTLEER SpssOi Fer pG ST

®uRs b Bnarlos Qe (Aranaricharam: 16) 1
with sweet words as the fruitful soil, with gifts as
seeds, with harshness weeded out, manuring : with 3
truth and watering with affection raise betimes the
crop consisting of sheaves of virtue.

(Gﬁ;rrx_@d:)
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