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PR NN
300 th Anniversary of

SRI KUMARAGURUPARAR

~ Saint Kumaraguruparar composed 14 literary
pieces, chief among them being Kandar Kali Venba,
Needi Neri Villakkam, Meenakshi Ammai pillai
TFhamizh, Madurai. Kalambagam, Muthukumaraswamy
Pillai Thamizh and Sakalakalavalli =Maalai
For Pillai Thamizh piecee his compositions
laid the basis. He established the beauty of the Tamil
language in bis Chidambara Seiutkovai

: He achieved immortal fame by composing Needi
Neri Villakkam, whichis considered to be the essence
of Tirukkural. Inall his compositions he esiablished

- strongly Seivite ard Temil jostice.

For the fivst 5 years after birth, he was dumb
and by ths grace of Tiruchendur Murcgan, he, got
the power of speechand sang the Kandar Kalivenba
known  as smrdget Kandapurannm Itis the essence
of S1ddanrha Sasthram. It is also considered to'be a
prayer cum sastram. piece. Pandara Mummani Kovaj
“explains o a s'm;ﬂe way Siddaatha Sistra. Sakila
‘kalavalli Maalai is another poem on his ascent Sara
swathy, the Go:ldess of learning.
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He got his initiation known as Gnana Upadesam
under the 4th Maha Sannidhanam of Dharmapuram
Adhinam Sri La Sri Masilamsni Desika Swamigal. He
sang the Pandara. ~ Mumnai kovai in praise o1 his
Guru and Master. He has praised the disciples of
this Mutt in many of his writings. He travelled to
the famous shrines at Tiruchend ur, Madurai,
Tiruvarur, Vaitheeswarankoil, Chidambaram and
Varaoasi - Kasi and sang in praise of the presiding
deities there. So in all aspscts of worship known as
Guru Linga Vazhipadn (worship) he stool foremos:.

He “was the first recluse from south India to go
to North [ndia aal. in Hindi Lynguage he propagated
the richness of Tamil Language. This shows c'early
that he was the first saint who foresaw the National
lutegration,

To establish a Mutt at Varanasi (Kasi) the Muslim
Prince  son of Auranzazeb gave him extensive
lands and sites. The first five Swamijis stayed at
Kasi and the. 6th one, Sri Thillai Nayaka Swamigal
came to TIRUPANANDAL and founded the Mutt
here. Mahratta Kinz Ssrfoji helped him toa -~ great
extent to establish the Mutt. [t can bs said that Saint
Kumaraguruparar and his descendents were really
rasponsible for National Iategration.

Qur Father of theNation Mahatma Gandhiji when
he was in south Africa taught Tamil, Gujarathi, and
Urudu to. the people and children ofthe Indian oringin
by establishing schools. Itis said that he very much
appreciated Kumaraguruoparar’s Needi Neri Villakkam
(Pathway to Justice) and  taught it te the children
there(?). This is another example to show that Kumara
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guruparar’ s philosophy attracted ome and all. “Wealth
is pnothing but the fullness of thought" is the
p"llosopby of the saint. : <
In Varanasi, Kumaraguruparar established the
KUMARASWAMY MUTT and gave lectur«s daily
He was well versed in Hindi due te thegift of
Goddess  Saraswathy, and so he gave his lectuies-
only inthat language to be understood by the people
there, His lectures wera like honey and sweetened the

~ears of the listeners' He spoke about Tamil

literature, Puranas, 'Sthothras and alse ' Kamba
Ramayana. Saint Tulasi Das happened  to hear
thess  sp=eches and included many of Kambar’ s
ideas in his Tulsi Ramayana not found in
Valmiki Ramayana. Hd

In Tamil Nadu Sri Kasi  Mutt was established
as the branch Mutr of Sri Kumarasvimy Mult at
Varanasi by Sri Tillainayake - Swamigal. With the
head Mutt at Kasi, branch Mutts were opened at
Rameswaram,Chilambaram, A achiramam,
Tiruchendur, = Srivaikuntam, - Paingatvur and other
places, sy

In the [Sth and 19th centuries, the pilgrims
going from the south to North India, can pay the
mopey at Tirupanandal and get it at Kasi Mutt
Varanasi, So this Mutt is the first one to introduce
the Draft system when the banks were not there.

The Swamijis from the 6th accession onwards
were living like Raja Rishis and were instrumental in

guiding the Maharatta Kings of Tanjavur and made

them establish many endowments.
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The 19th Head of the Mutt Sri Swaminatha Swa-
migal founded the King George V memerial prize for
Tamil. In Anpamalai University Tanjai Raja Raja
Abhayakula ‘Sekaran memosial Siddantha prize was
endowed.:Endowments were established for awarding
‘prizes'in Tamil grammar and THIRUMURAIS. The
religionis pnblications sre printed and given at one
fourth the cost price.

The 20th Swamiji.popularly known as SRI ARUL-
NANDHI MUNIVAR «stablished 533 endowments for
the propagation of Saivite culture, temple renovations,
and National causes running to many crores of rupees.

The present Head of the Mutt tha 21st in the Holy
line well known as KAILAI MAMUNIVAR SRI-LA-SRI
KASIVASI MUTHUKUMARA SWAMY TAMBIRAN
SWAMIGAL'AVERGAL, 'is managing ‘efficiently the
endowments established by his Gurus and predecessors.
He has also'made fresh endowments. He' is ‘the only
Swamiji to'have bad ‘the Dharshan of Mount Kailas,

.

in this Mutt. Every year he makes it a point to visit -

Kedaram Kasi and other holy shrines of North India.

For the propagation of Tamil literature, there is the
Swaminatha Swamigal Senthamizbh Kallori (College)
at Tirupanandal, which imparts courses in B. Lit.
M. A, M.Phil, Ph.D,, B. A. (Music) and other
courses sffiliated to Bharathi Dasan University. Shortly
Computer Course and Banking course etc will be
started.

In Tirunelveli District at Srivaikuntam there is
an arts college in memory of Sri Kumaragurupara
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Swamigdl. In this college there are B. A., B.Sc.,
B. Com., M. A., M, Sc. courses affiliated to Madurai
Kumarajar University. There are courses for job
eriented also.

Moreover Nursery scheol for Ghildren, Ma! ricula-
tien school and other educational inslitutions are func-
tionipg, At Tirulokki and Tirupanandal there are
schonls named after Sri Kumaraguruparar.

At Srivaikuntam a-high sgheal in the name of 8ri
Kumaraguparar, @nd: /gt Tdr upanandal io the
name of Kailai Maha Sennidhanam of Dharmapuram

. are fumetioning. -Rs. 1500/- js given as a prize amount

for any student whe stands.first in ithe final examina-.
tion of i B.lit, out of the ¢endowment estublished by this
Mutt,

Coming to the temple endowments there are many
endowments for‘Light;ng Lamps, for Singing Thevara
Hymns, for propaﬂauda, lectures, for making Iaoserip
tion Stones on Thevarams etc, [Kasi Mutt takes
part in other religious activivies like timple Kumbha-
bhishegams elc. :

" The Kasi Mutt has brousht out many publications
in Tamil, English and Hindi. Some ate through the
Annamalai University. There are endowments for
hospitals, Cow ‘protection, relief works, Maternity
hospna.ls helping poor students for education,
marrla.ges and even funeral rites in deserving cases.

It must be specially mentieded here that Kasi
Mutt ‘is ‘noted for ANNADHAANAM, feeding on
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Festival occasions from Kanya Kumari to Kasi par-
ticularly en the Guru Pujah day of Saint Kumaragu-
para Swamigal. ;

- For the propagation ef Saivism the Mutt has
endowments for Perjapuraam, 'I‘1ruv1layada,1 puranam,
Kanda puranam the three major works in Saivite
literature. Lectures in Tiruvachakam are conducted.
In the Benares Hindu Universiy there is a ehair for
Saiva 8iddhantam.

Now the 300th Anniversary of the founder of the
Mutt: falls in MAY 1988. His Holiness is very
keen in celebrating it en a grand secale for one year.
It has to be done on All India’ ba'sis. In this
connection a meeting was held at Dharmepuram
Adhinam ‘on 8-11-87 . with His Holiness of Dharma
puram  Adhinam presiding. Many schojars = were
invitad. A committes has been formed for this
purpose with the Head of ‘Dharmapuram Adhinam
Sti La Sri Shanmuka D esika Gnanasambandha
Paramacharya Swamigal as the Patron. Many scholars
supgesied the way in which the memory of
Kumaraguparar should be revived and established. .

Dlscussions for the establishment of Sub
Cemmlittee, in important towns of South India and
also in major . cities  in North India too where
Saiviles live now, in large numbers.

It was  proposed to. approach the Government
to release a Postage stamp of Kumaragurapar, to
establish a Memorial for the saint at the headquarters
ef Tamil Nadu, publish many, books;and a prabhanda
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Tirattu  (Collections of his work), to request ths
Tamil Nadu Government to, take up the celebration
‘work, instal a statue where ever psesible and in
paiticular at Kasi, and also to take a procession
of the image of the Saint from -Srivaikuntam, bhis
birth place to Kasi, where the saint established the
Mutt. The celebrations willbe conducted from MAY
1988 1o April 1989.

For further particulars one can write to the
Secretary, Sri  Kumaragurupsrar 300th Anniversary
Comnittee, Sri Kasi Mutt, Tirupanandal, (Tamil
Nadu) 612 504.

126, Pattamngala Street N. RAMAKRISENA,
MAYILADUTURAI 609 001. “Nandivada Housc”
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