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EXTRACT FROM THE VISITORS' BOOK

Dharmapuram Adhinam
Sri Sattanathaswami Devasthanam, Sirkazhi.

] had tha rare privilege of visiting this temple
today. The Manager was kind enough to take me
round to various places of worship inside the temple,
explaining the signilicance of various deities in the
temple. The temple is kept very clean Eyerything
seems to be done in a disciplined way. I was impressed
with the way he took the dead elephant out without any
injury to the animal. It was a day well spent in my
life. ”

Sirkali, . (Sd.) K. Govindaswamy - ¢
District Educational Officer
4—12—70. Mayuram. .
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STUDIES IN SAIVA SIDDHANTA
[ PartII ]
By Thiru J. M- Nallasvami Pillai, . a., B. L.

I. FLOWER AND FRAGRANCE
A FLORAL WREATH

What is there in Nature so full of beauty and

80 symbolici of the heart’s purity, innocence,
-and love and joy, as the tiniest flower of the field 2
" What reflects the great Divine Beauty and the
Divine Loveliness and the Divine Harmony more
than the lowliest blossom of the dale? The
freshness, the symmetry and the delicate tracery
of those flowers, how they appeal to man’s inmiost
mature and how inspiriting they are! Need we
wonder thercfore that they have attracted, not
more than what they are entitled to, we should
-say, the attention and love of the Oriental; and
they enter largely into his enjoyments, his Religion
and Philosophy. They hold a considerable place
in Oriental symbology, and the Indian has loved
‘to illustrate his great truths from flowers. No
.ceremonies can be performed without flowers; and
he loves to deck with them the Presence of his
Heavenly Father and he calls out to his brethern,

o5 b 6 gaflelrsrer

9S5O BT
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W5 FHur@ G

O Ye who wish to attain Peace of mind
If Ye, our Father of Arur, worship

With Flowers of Bhakti,
Then will Ye attain Mukti. — (Devaram)
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T he flower in its three-fold character of flower,
colour and fragrance appeals to him as the visible
presence of That which is Sat, Chit and Ananda.

“ yeusimerih 1y eflsrwenris Gurew QuuiiGur seisTu

o6 6wTERT G)LDlIE G) ST 6RT L 66T, '

| ike the flower, its colour and its fragrance
The Lord as Sat, Chit and Ananda assumes form, "

Says the author of ¢ Tiruvilaiyadal Puran,” a.
work, by the way, noted for its charming diction
and great powers of clear description.

Our Saint Appar addresses this Divine Form
as ‘0! Thou cow, the five products of the cow.,
0! Thou intelligence, Thou agni, Thou sacrificial
food, Thou tongue, words proceeding from the
tongue, Thou Lord, present in the heart of the
four Vedas, Thou flower, fragrance present in the
Slower. Thow joy of flower present in the hecarts of
the freed, Thou Deva, Deva of of Devas, Thou
 Effulgent Sun, Lo ! Such is Thy Divine Presence .

: To the philosophic and highly devout Manikka-
vachaka, the delicate connection of the flower and
its fragrance has appealed in another light and he
sings of “His greatness, in filling all inseparably
and surpassingly like the fragrance of the flower ”~

“ yefley mpb Gun &t 50 s6E
Qurfep feop b5 CueluGument.

In another place, he compares this very
connection to the connection of body and soulk
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and in comparing both to the connection of the
Param, distinguishes them at the same time :

2. pp arde&ul @ pIGLIT®ST BEHILDED
Qrupsm srHpobCLmed

upnm evreu@ gmi B&vllevnL LiyLb Gl eir
QLQur@mer uryrG s

Qb peur Quibm Lter s Bis S G
85 51Cern G mpeaflwrGio

W55 @6 B ST o g wifln en L ig.ul
9 SlFwib sewrL_rGip,

‘“Like the soul present in the body, and the
fragrance in the flower, The Supreme (Param)
pervades: them and surpasses all. The fools, not
perceiving this truth, simply delight in enjoying
the fruits of their own Karma. The words of
these, my Father has taught me not to listen, by
making me his slave and has drawn me to the
society of his Bhaktas. This miracle has been
permitted to me to see!”™

Though God’s connection with us is compared
to the connection of the soul and the body, yet in
this case, the omnipresence of the soul is still
confined to the body and the connection yields the
soul only a fancied pleasure, and not a real and
lasting omne, differing thereby from the Supreme
who pervades all and who is all Love and all Bliss,
ready to impart this Love and Bliss to those who
understand him as such; and when this undying
love (Sjurr <jert)) is possessed, then, that very
moment, “the fragrance of Sivam (Love, Ananda):
will blow out of the flower of Jiva 7,

“ Loug) s @oir Gor Aauvenrd Y5551 "
- ( Tirumular )
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That great Yogin, Tirumular, is very prolific
in the use of the simile of the flower, and amidst
a variety of such we select one in which he piles
his flowers (of Rhetoric) thick, one over the other,
to express the omnipresence of the most Supreme :

“My Lord and my King is present, united in
all, like feeling in air, sugar in the cane, butter in
milk and the sweet juice in the fruit and the
fragrance in the blossom ”,

“ srelgrpid smbi9atln &1 1 ujb
uredsyiar G muluib, LD Sl aflr SpL
yelger mrmHmpp Gurgleresir eribiilen m

Sreus) ClenRIGL &6 bha bHlera Seor.

Our Saint Tayumanavar, whese felicity im
epithets and phrase-making, we will some-day
illustrate, uses most happy language in this
-connection, in invoking that Rock of Love :

“0! Thou support of the devoted who attain
to the limitless Yoga-Samadi by the one word (of
their Divine Guru), when they view this vast world
-as the Supreme Bliss! O! Though loving friend
of even my lowly self! O! Thou Rock of joy,
uniting with and showing in all bodies and the
world and the souls, like the fragrance playing on
the half-blown flower shaped like the half-parted,
-elegant and sweet-toned tinkling bells on children’s
feet .

The comparison of the half-opened flower (in
‘the jasmine for instance) in which the fragrance
is the sweetest and sharpest, to the swect bells
with half-parted mouths tied round children’s feets
ds most happy and delicious.
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