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“THE OBJEGT OF EDUCATION MU»T BE T0 AWAKEN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE OF PUP.ILB.‘"

REFORM OF RURAL EDUCATION.

(Letter to the Press and Leading Educationists.)

Sir,—In seuding you herewith a copy of my
“ Lyrics and Lay-songs of Temple Legends”
which is dedicated through the Minister in
charge. of Education * to those Childien of Light
who whatever their age or clime, are ever the
. gniding Angels of the Race and the true
Messengers of Hope, Faith and Love which
three alone have the power of uplifting Human-
- ity above its own faults, failings and errors”,
1 begleave to invite your atlention and that of
the enlightened public, especially those who
are in charge of rural Education and of child-
ren of school-going age, the remarkable object
‘lesson whict: the * Danish Peasant Schools”
present Lo thoss who are conironted with the
difficulties of solving the Hducational problem
in India. ¥
The writer of the article in the current
Modern Review (for Mdy 1916) opens it with the

suggestive remark : “ Now that the question
of educating the young rural population of
India is before the Government and the public
a short account of ¢ Danish Peasant Schools’
may be interesting to readers.”

While commending the whole article to the
carcful and earnest consideration of the Govern-
ment and Educational Reformers * outside that
charmed circle” 1 may be allowed to cull the
folloaing gems of thought which would throw
light on' the fundamental principles of Educa-
tional Reform which are common to all huma-
nity, . i

“1t is necessary to elevate the pupils and for
that purpose to revive their religious and
patriotic sentiment ; a4 5

G(1) that no beauty is too high for th

%(2) that the purest sources of intel
moral lite must be placed within

“and (3) that with the new scho l
real and national education should be er
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These are the words of the Danish Poet
Nikolai Frederik Severin Grundtwig with
whom originated the movement for elevating
the rural population of Denmark which has
since then been an object lesson to the world
as regards the improvement of her rural popu-
lation. The high standard of intellectual cul-
ture of the Danish Peasant and the marvellous
progress made by their agricultural and econo-
mic institutions have always impressed the
students of rural economy. * The secret of it
all lies)” says the writer to whom we are indebt-
ed for this brief summary, “ in the introduction
of a rational system of education and in the
efforts of a group of Danish patriots to whom
patriotism is almost a part of their religion.”

The guiding principles of these schools
which have infused new life into the 47 per
cent. of the children of the peasant population
who are passing through them are that —

(1) The instruction must be direct from the
mouth of the teacher, who must come into re-
lation with his pupils by means of a real
familiar conversation. The voice coming
from the human breast (purified of its dross)
alone can give words strength and wings and
awaken the slumbering soul of the pupil by

* going into the unseen to awake the invisible
mental life.”

(2) The education must be general in charac.
ter, aiming at opening new horizons in every
direction and cultivating the patriotic, religious
and zsthetic sentiments. When this js attained
the school would produce such men who
would be capable of learning ag

riculture or any
other profession with profit.

(8) Instruction should be given in the mother-
tongue. (The Danish Elementary Schools,
the child gin school until 14 or 15 years old,
thus giving a thorough grounding in vnriou;
branches of studies which he is able to resume
and carry on in‘'‘the High Schools” %oy
degreeof refinement very rare amon g peasants.”)

(4) The teaching of history, specially tp
national history and national poetry shoulg

- form an essential part of the instruction,

keep

% 3
Grundtwig was very keen on the methods of |
teaching history. He says “ History must be
related in poelic language, as it passed from
mopth to mouth in the recitation of the
Scalds.”” Ile emphatically - discouraged the
practice of learning a mass of facts, statistical
tables, etc., by heart in chronological order.

(5) The obfect of Education. must be io
awaken the Spiritual life of pupils by means of
free lectures. to excite patriotism through a
right understanding of the language, nature
and history of their country—to do for the
civic lifc of the people what the Church, is
doing for their feligious life. o

(6) The moment of rousing the high appreci-
ation of the pupils for what is high and noble
in human life ought, in the new system of
teaching, be considered more importané than
that in which they acquire a grammatical idea
or solve a mathematical problem ; which they
should also learn but as subordinate to the
principal work. @

(7) While realising the fact that the school
must not be a ‘‘ political tribune” the pupils
must be given a sufficiently clear idea of the
existing political conditions which will enable
them to take their place in the civic life of the
country when they come to take their part as
men in the Great Battle of Life.

(8) The object in teaching science, must be,
not to make men of science, but minds capable
of understanding the sciences. With this
object steadily kept in view, a general outline
of science must be taught—the education in
natural sciences, Geometry and Mathematics in
High Schools being specially advanced. (Tkte
Professors first instruct in the earliest scientific
discoveries “and then relate the lives of men
of science and inventors. Biographical sketches
of those who contributed to the progress of
science appeal to the imagination of the pupil,
—which must be cultivated to the highest level
possible.)

These principles formulated by the Danish
Poet were declared to be the basis of sound
education by our own poet Rabindranath °
whose educational movement is bound to
spread. And it gives me great pleasure to note
that these principles on which I have myself
been working in my limited sphere these many
years have the approval of such world-wide
celebrities as Grundiwig and Rabindranath,

LALITALAYA,
MaADRas, S,

C. V. SWAMINATHAIYAR.
18th May 1916.} . -
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SHORT STORY.

SILENT REFORM:
AN OLD WAY OF SOLVING NEW PROBLEMS,
t Close yonr lips arid let your bearts open. Wo'gk
out the salvation ofsthis land and of the whole world

each of you thinking that the entire burdenis on your
shoulders. ”—Sw@mi Vivekananda.
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TRUTH OFTEN UNWELCOME AT FIRST. .

The time is racked with birthpangs: every hour And suckled at a hundred half-clad breasts

Brings forth some gasping truth, and truth Cornes slowly to its stature and its form
[new-born Cafms the rough ridges of its dragon scales,

Looks a mishappen and untimely growth Changes to shining locks its snaky hair,

The terror of the Fouse-hold and its shame And moves transfigured into P'mgey\. Siiscys

A monster coiling in its nurse’s lap Welcomed by all that cursed its hour of birth

That some would strangle, some would starve ; :A‘nd fOIdEd_ in. the same encircling a‘rms
But still it breathes, and passed from hand to That cast it like a serpent from their home.

[hand, —Oliver Wendell Holmes.
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