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THE UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS.
ADMISSION TO COLLEGES,

The following correspondence has been sent
to us for publication :—

Ref. on P. C. No. 4803. Dated 4th June, 1916.

To The Registrar of the Madras University,
Madras.

Sir,—On behalf of the Educational and Par-
ents’ Commitee of the Chidren’s Educational
Movement, 1 have the honour to submit to you
a Memo randum explaining the unreasonable-
ness of the principles that are reported to have
been laid down for the admission of the pupils
who have completed their School final course
into Colleges. It is apprehended that if the
admissions are made according to the principles
now adopted, many eligible students would be
kept out and many others who are ineligible
will find admission into the Colleges. This will
in addition to causing much public dissatisfac-
tion, seriously affect not only the efficiency of
the Colleges but also the results of the
Intermediate Examination to be held in March
1918. 1 therefore request that you will place
this Memorandum before the next meeting of
the Syndicate for suitable modifications to be
made in the ruoles framed for declaring the
eligibility of students for admission into Col-
leges.

I have the honour to be, *
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

C. V. SWAMINATHAIYAR.

MeMORANDUM.

It is given out that it has been decided by
the school-final moderation board to make
selections of students for the Intermediate
course on the following basis :

1. One should have got marks in all the A
and C group subjects, which should not be
below the Presidency Averages in the subjects.
: B.,_ In case one has failed to secure the
?‘reudency Average in any of the A group
subjects other than English he can be eligible

—

if the total of the marks got by him in all the A"
group suhjects is not below the total of the
Presidency Averages, provided he gets marks
n‘)t below the Presidency Average in each of
the two C group subjects, the marks being
either those of the Public Examination or the
moderated marks, i

The above principle seems to be all right on
paper, but when considered in detail it will be
found that the principle is not well - conceived.
Taking for instance a student who has to_take
the third groWp of the Intermediate Scheme
what is. wanted for him is a knowledge of
English coupled with sufficient qualifications in
Vernacular Composition and Translation in the
A group. According to the principles laid
down as above by the moderation board, a
student who gets 83 per cent. or thereabouts in
English, a bare average in Vernacular
Composition and Translation and good marks
in Elementary Mathematics may become
eligible. Suppose one gets 33 marks in English
50 marks in' Elementary Mathematics and 40
marks in Vernacular Composition and Transla-
tion he may become eligible, by reason of the
total of his marks, viz, 123 being above 121, the
total of the Presidency Averages. But the boy
is clearly ineligible for the Intermediate course,
which requires a decent knowledge of English
for him to be able to follow the College lectures
intelligently ; but another who may get 45
marks in English, 20 marks in Elementary
Mathematics and 50 marks in Vernacular
Composition and Translation is ineligible
according to the principle laid down, though it
must be presumed that he is decidedly a better
boy to be admitted for the University course
than the other. By the admission being
made on the principle now laid down a large
number of incapable boys will crowd into our
Colleges with the result that a large number fo
studentsappearing for the Intermediate Exami-
nation will be ploughed down by failure in
English, History and Logic which requirea
sound knowledge of English. In this manner
instances may be multiplied of a large number
of eligible pupils being kept back by admission
being made on the above principles. In Physics
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and Chemistry also, the practical examination
in which luck plays a large part has _seriously
affected many students, who otherwise wou!d
have been elgible by getting good marks in
theory. Itcannot be said, that by departing
from its principle the number ot admissions will
increase, for if those are admitted who get good
marks n the subjects which they mean choosing
for the Intetmediate course a good many (proba-

* bly a corresponding number) will be rejected
" who get low marks in the necessary subjects
_ such as English, That one gets low marks In

Elementary Mathematics need not necessarily
debar a student from admission inio a pullege
as that is not a necessary subject, required for

- the University course of a student who takes
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the 8rd group. It may reasonably debar one
who takes either the ist or 2nd group or if he
intends to enter public service. For these
reasons it is necessary that the Syndicate must
interfere and suitably modify the principles
before it becomes too late, for the old story of
the slaughter of the innocents will repeat itself.
1t is given out that the English examiners in
the last Intermediate Examination bitterly
complained that the standard of attainments in
English of the candidates who appeared for the
examination was miserably low. If the rules
framed for the eligibility are as they stand now,
the members of the moderation board must be
asked whether the candiaates are to blame or
they are to blame themselves.
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UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS.
No. 3979 Senate House, 7th June 1916.
From Francis Dewsbury, Esq., B.A., LL.B.,
: Registrar, University of Madras,
. To MR Ry. C. V. Swaminathaiyar Avergal

s Mylapore,
Sir,—In acknowledging your letter No, 4803,
dated 4th June 1916, handed to me to-day and
the memorandum enclosed therewith, I have
the honour to state that the selection of School-
leaving Certificates holders eligible for Univer-
sity Courses of Study has been completed and
that no alteration in the principles of selection
for this year is now possible. In this connection,
however, I have to remark that the principles
of selection detailed in your memorandum as
_ being those adopted for this year are very

a
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different from the principles actually accepted
by the Syndicate and its Committee, upon
which the eligibility of students for University
Courses of Study was determined. Consequent-
ly your memorandum, being based upon
mistaken premises, is valueless as a criticism of
the selection of students this year. A large
number of the students for whom your memo-
randum pleads have actually been selected for
admission to Colleges. 1 do not, therefore,

propose to place your communication before
the Syndicate.

Svr Qawr et B

I have the honour to be,
: Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
(Sd.) Francis DEWSBURY.
Registrar,
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Ref. on P. C. No. 4807 Dated 8th June 1916.

To the Registrar of the University of Madras,
Madras.
" Sir,—In acknowledging with thanks your
reply No. 3979, dated 7th instant, just to hand, I
have the honour to request you will be good
enough to state * the principles actually adopted
by the Syndicate and its Committee, upon which
the eligibility of students for University Courses
_ of Study was determined.” ‘The principles if
they are different, must be of sufficient impor-
tance for parents and students to know. So far
as I was able to ascertain I found that a student
who has actually obtained 8 per cent. over the
Presidency Averages in English and Vernacular
Composition and Translation and who intends
taking up the History Course or 31d group of
subjects in which he has obtained 15 per cenj.
over the Presidency A verage and also 9 per cent.
over the Presidency Average in Sanskrit, would
be declared ineligible by reason of his marksin
Ele-mentary Mathematics (a subject which is
certainly not required tor his selected course of
study in the College) being insuificient to bring
up the total of his marks in A group either in
the Pablic Examination or the moderated marks
to the limits fixed according to the principle
which you say have been adopted by the
Syndicate and its Committee the moderation

st Gan G sS85 paByn g
s@s@uritimagn  Quplapisenhssre s
@uufoapds Gaphn @smouwtis GG
(Qraedus) @Qeen@sern san@by o g
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board. I have f;ersonal kI;(;vv‘le;ige of the fact
that there are many other students who are
similarly circumstanced and who, by the princi-
ples not being enunciated by a more careful
consideration have become ineligible, though
judging by the marks they have got in the
subjects required for the 3rd group of the
Intermediate scheme, they are much more
eligible than those who, having got lower
marks in English have become eligible from the

absolute standpoint of minima adopted by the
Committee.

I think you will agree with me that the
matter is of sufficient importance to .need
elucidation in the most authentic manner,
especially after you have declared my Com-
mittee’s memorandum as * being based on
mistaken premises” for which reason you state
gou propuse withholding it from being placed

efore the Syndicate for its consideration. An
early reply will relieve the tension of the
public mind which certainly exists, because of
the mystery surrounding the principles of selec-
tion which have been approved. 2

I have the honour to be.
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
(8d.) C. V. Swaminathaiyer,
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«FROM POYERTY TO POWER.”
“ THROUGH NATURE TO GOD.”
«BY LOVE TO ALL.”
“Gop 18 Love : KNowLEDGE 1s POWER : OM.” %

«You will convince ; without arguing, you will teach ; not cherishing ambition, the wise will find you
out ; and withont striving to gain men’s opinions, you will subdue their hearts. For Love is all-conquering, all
powerful ; and the thoughts and deeds and words of Love can never perish.. to know that Love is universal,
supreme, all sufficing ; to be freed from the trammels of evil ; to be quit of the inward unresis to know that all
men are striving to realise the truth each in his own way to be satisfied, sorrowless, serene ; this is PEACE; thisis
(GOODNESS, this is IMMORTALITY ; this is DIVINITY; this is THE REALISATION OF SELFLESS-LOVE"‘—]?MSS Allen. '

FuNcTION OF RELIGION : ITS VITAL IMPORTANCE :

“ Religion makes easy and felicitous what in any case is necessary (the acceptance of the universe as it is);
and if it be the only agency that can accomplish this result, its vital importancg as a human faculity stands vindicated
beyond dispute. It becomes an essential organ of our life, performing a iungkion which no other portion of our
nature can so successfully fulfil. From the merely biologinal point of view so to call it, this is a conclusion to which

50 far as I can now see, we shall inevitably be led, and led moreover by following the purely empirical method of
demcnstration..

* THE LIFE OF RELIGION in the broadest and most general terms possible, is, one might say, thatit consists
of the belief that there is an unseen order, and that our supreme good lies in our harmoniously adjusting ourselves
therefo. This belief and this adjustment are the religious attitude in the soul.’—Prof. W. James.

« A platonising writer like Emerson may treat the abstract devineness of things, the moral structure of the
Universe, as a fact worthy of worship.

“!n those various Churches without a God which to-day are spreading through the world under the name of
ethical societies, we have a similar worship of the abstract divine, the moral law believed in as an ultimate object.”
“‘Science’ in many minds is genuinely taking the place of religion. Where this is so, the scientist treats
the " Laws of Nature ” as objective facts to be revered.” —Ibid. =
 Nature is always so interesting under whatever aspect she shows herself, that when it rains, I seem to see
a beautiful woman weeping. She appears the more beautiful, the more afflicted she is.”—B. de¢ St. Pierre.
't For Beauly is Truth, Truth, Beauty--that is all
*Ye know on earth, and all ye need to know."—Keats.
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THE YIVEEKACHINTAMANIL.

This magazine is devoted to the diffusion of
knowledge and to the “Children’s movement.”
The commendable zeal of the Editor, Mr. C. V.
Swaminathan, in promoting the cause of child-
ren’s education, and in making them to realise
their duties, rights and responsibilities, has
earned for him an enviable name. The first
few pages are devoted to the utterances of
Lord Hardinge and his parting message to the
students, when the honour of LL. D. was con-

ferred upon him by the Bombay University,

This is followed by a dedicatory epistle
addressed toSir Sankaran Nair, the first Indian
Member in charge ot Education. The Editor
advocates the necessity of encouraging the
study of vernaculars, on the strength of the
pronouncements of Lord Hardinge as the Head
of the State, and Sir Rabindranath Tagore, the
& Poet-Laureate of Asia” as representing the
ancient wisdom of India, “ raising their voice
against the vehicle of education being in 4
foreign language, to the detriment and neglect
of the vernaculars of the country.” The stray
thoughts of a youthful ascetic, who gave up his
all to attain emancipation from bondage, are
also embodied in a chapter under various heads,
i.e., bravery, time, self-exertion, efc.

THE NEW INDIA daled 21st Fune, 1916
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