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« THE IMMEDIATE
SIR JOHN WOODROFFE

The Hon’ble Justice Sir Woodroffe presided

 onSaturday at the sixth anniversary meeting of

the Calcutta Friends’ Sunrise Literary Club,
held in the Bharat Sangit Samaj and made an
interesting speech. He thanked them for the
honour they had done him and said he had
not hitherto generally presided at meetings as he
had other work to do. This was doubtless social
service, but one could not render it in all kinds.
However, the solicilation of a friend and interest
in the student had brought him there that
day, the more readily that the 'students had
lately been severely spoken of. He felt more
happy when in the company of students than in
most places for youth with its -balbuddhi, to
which their Sanskrit address referred, was both
sincere and hopeful—two qualities which 2
large number of pe‘o,gle lost % grew up

NEED FOR INDIA "

ON INDIAN STUDENTS.

through their ambitions and disillusions. Only
a week ago an Indian friend (perhaps under
the influence of the abnormal heat) had said to
him : “This is a dead couniry,” to which he
replied. ‘Only those who are dead believe
themselves to be so” and asked : “Is the Indian
student dead?” His friend had to admit that
his hopes were there. But he (Sic John Wood-
roffe) said his confidence was there. The stu-
dents had been much criticised of late, but if he
judged them right they would not be depressed
over it. For himself he was not alarmed at

their condition. Nothing in the world.was per- *

fect nor wholly worthless as the Sanskrit pro-
verb ran. Every good quality carries ‘with- it
the liability to certain defects. The broad way

of looking at matters was to see whether the

qualities ontweighed the defects,
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The students had faults (who has not ?), but
these were connected with certain qualities of
energy and self-respect which they had acquir-
ed and which are in themselves praiseworthy.
Of course all wished the defects away, but
speaking for himself he would rather they had
these faults than that they should be torpid,
servile and lacking in self-respect. For himself
he saw in the students the commencement of a
future of great worth. He was glad to hear
that the students had got up the Club them-
selves. This showed activity and independence,
and that it was not merely one of those ponds
which well meaning persons had m ide in order
that they might more easily angle for the young
idea, They should, bowever, have a definite
notion of what they intended to do. This
and other Indian clubs should be centres of
Indian life and thought and generators of
Indian power. The world was a manifestation
of divine power (Shakti) and each man was
himself a centre of it being a fragment (Angsha)
of that great Power. They must be true to the
lines on which by the divine imagining (Kal-

pana) they had been laid, That is they must
also, like human artists do, work to type.

This meant they must not imitate any foreign
people, but be Indian, and shape themselves as
such by the study of the literature, art, philoso-
phy and religion of their ancestors, As they
knew they owed a debt to the Pitris, who
would not give their aid if ignored. Each must
be true to himself and his type. But as they
- asked respect for themselves they must give it

. to others who might rightly incite them to de-
velop new qualities in themselves in forms con-
formable to their own type and nature. .But
this was a different thing to putting on second-
hand clothes borrowed from the shop of servile
imitation. He had recently read a prospectus
of studies for an Indian school in which there
was not a single item which showed that
the boys were Indian. By all means let them
learn about and be helped by the example of
other countries, but do not forgel their own. If
they took what others could give let them as-
similaie it so that il became not others but theiy
own. In this way the fire of the Indian spirit
would burn, and the more intensely by the fuel
it fed on. There would then be an Indian
Homa fed with what was of worth gathered

elsewhere, Each should thus realise himself
asa centre of Power and firmly will their own
good and that of their country. What India
wanted at present was a religion of Power. The
other side of the Spirit she knew Better than any,

)y power he did not mean merely physical force,
He was glad to say that every day such advice
as he had to give became less necessary. Much
progress had been made towards self-realization
during the quarter of a century in which it had
been his privilege to live in this sacred country.
He was always endeavouring .to read the future
of it, and nowhere could it be with more cer-
tainty read than in the minds and bodies of the
Indian student. In the world-play let theirs be
a truly Indian pari. He concluded with the
Sanskrit Mantra said by teacher and disciple
before study of the Vedas which he said wasa
fit prayer for all students and moreover theit
very own : “ May God protect us both. May
He grant to us both aid. May we two work
with all our strength. May our study be with
understanding. May there be no dissension
between us.”—The Bombay Chronicle.

Civilization—Ancient and Modern.

“The pandemonium that is going on in
Europe shows that modern civilization re-
presents forces of evil and darkness whereas
the ancient, 7.e., Indian civilization, represents
in its essence the divine force. Modern civili-
zation is chiefly materialistic as ours is spiritual.
Mocdern civilization occupies itself in the in-
vestigation of the laws of matter and employs
the human ingenuity in inventing or discovering
means of production and weapons of destruc-
tion ; Ours is chiefly occupied in exploring =
spiritual faws. Our Shastras lay down un-
equivocally that a proper observance of truthy
chastity, scrupulous regard for all life, abstention
from coveting other's possessions and refusa
to hoard anything but what is necessary for
our daily wants, is indispensable for a right
life ; that without it a knowledge of the divine
element is an impossibility.'—Mg. M. K. GANDHI
at the ' Gurukula’ Anniversary.

THE Vivera CHINTAMANL—We have received
the first three numbersof the new volume which
begins from April last and find them maintain-
ing their usual high level of excellence. Itis
needless to say much on the conmsistent and
strenuous endeavours of the journal for the
cause of children’s education. It deserves to
be widely patronised by all educational institu-
tions and lovers of education,—The “Hindu"
dated 28th Fune 1916,
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“ What India wanled at present wasa religion
of Power. The other Side of the Spirit she hnew
better than any. By power he did nol mean
merely physical force”—SIR JOHN WOODROFFE.
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THE HEAVENLY KINDERGARTEN,

OR
TRUTH SYMBOLISED IN TEMPLES AND
SHRINES.

“The most abstract truth may often be more concretely
presented than at first wouald appear possible, and when
so presented reaches ears and hearts which otherwise
would fail to receive it.'—Gotden Thoughts gleaned from
Western Authors.
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t % My own experience in this realm of com~
crete Nature-study began in January 1901.”
My visit to cumi was in 1895. “True Natures
study when guided wisely, must ever lead to
an appreciation of God, which understanding
constitutes the third element in a complete
education. A knowledge of the value of sach
training will enable one to readily grasp the
meaning embodied in the following lines.”—

* Just as the birds all thankful sing,

As larks poise high on fluttering wing,

As swallows praise Him in their flight,

And flowers bloom towards the light;

And in the lovely early dawn, P
A happy smile is on the lawn,

All things with @ shouf and song

Give forth thanks most giad and strong.”— :

Nature study Review.

“An appreciation ot Nature is a direct
channel to an understanding of God.”—Froclel.
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