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Business ‘Terms”:

N.B.—TFoavold all possibility of misapprc?cnsion, we
‘rn'lsrale ‘our ¢ terms” (approved by our constituents and
by Government) which, from the beginning, are :—
1. Cash or Remittance with Order : Rs. 6 per Vol.;or,
9. One month's credit at the arrears rafec : Rs, 6 per Vol
8, Arrears to be clearcd on rendering of acs. or by V.P.P.
4, All Indents registered for School Edition only and to
hegin with the current volume (corresponding with
Tamil or Official year, April-March).
5. Subscriptions registered to continue from Vol. to Vol.
and not ta be discontinued in the middle of a Vol.

6., No popular edition issued owing to scarcity of paper.

7. Monthly parts (spare or samp?e) 8 (cight) annas each.

——_—
of one Copy for each schoot which should be strictly adhered

&5~ L Calculations made are based on the pﬂndﬂe‘,

General Notice.
¢~ Owing to rarity of creditand scarcity of paper,
we beg to make it clear and give notice to all that—
the ferms offered are for regular subscribers only ;
no exception to these s-rules can be made or
recognised;
short credit allowed should not be misused ;
unpaid accounts are subject to ¢ fluctuations
and overcharges ;
all arrears should be fully paid within three

i
i,

ii.
v,

v.
months ; (Time being an important factor)
vi. every outstanding account will be charged One
Rupee Extra per Vol. or any part thereof for
cvery notice or Reminder sent after this period.
vii. all subscribers are ipso facfo bound to observe

the rules.
(By Order of the Managing Commitiee.)
THE MANAGING AGENTS, “ VIVEKACHINTAMANL”
Nowr.1916.] Lalitalaya, 19, Adam Sireet, Mylapore.
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EDUCATIONISTS ON “ THE EDUCATIONAL
PROBLEM IN INDIA.”
“ PIONEERS AT WORK ”:—tPUBLIC
INTEREST LACKING.”

Mr. P. A. Subrahmania Aiyar, Headmaster
of the Hindu High School, Triplicane, delivered
a lecture on “ What is wrong with our Educa-
tional System” under the presidency of
Professor, H O. Kershaw, r.sc..(lately Inspector
of Schools, Palghat, (VIII Circle). The lecturer
dwelt on the following points touching the
* Educational Problem in India,” especially in
the field of Primary Education :—

(1) Comparing the state of things in India and
countrieslike England and America, he pointed
out that in those countries,- boys remain
in the primary schools up to their 14th year
and bad no foregin language to learn. In India
the primary course extended only for five years,
two years of which had tobe devoted to teaching
English—a foreign language difficult to learn—
to the detriment of mental growth and expan-
sion .of ideas,

(2) In the West pupils in secondary schools
had all instruction in non-language subjects
given in their mother-tongue, and foreign
languages were learnt as language subjects
only. It was not so in India and the ‘stunted’
school-boy is the inevitable result.

(8) Primary Education in those countries
was universal and compulsory. In India only
24 per cent. or so of school-going population
(among boys) was at school.

(4) Education in India was unsuited to the
special nceds of the people—being purely
literary and useful only for entering public
services or the learned professions, thus giving
rise to “the educated nunemployed problem ”—
:vl}ich hasa grave as well asa humorous side
o it 3

(5) Universal and compulsory education
would solve this problem. For "in addition
to the very large demand for teachers, a wide
diffusion of Elementary Education would bring
along with it a larger complexity and refine-
ment of national life which would increase the
number of departments of national activity,
thus giving room for the exercise of the talents
and energies of all.

(6) Educational ideals in the West were
governed by the social, economic and indus-

trial life of the nation, the reverse of it being
the case in India. -
(7) The social and political outlook and the
economic life of the people were setiously
affected by the educational ideals which are
vforz_xgn and unsuited to the needs and the
- genius of the nation. No one could see where

-

the change will lead the people to, though the
minds of the foremest men of the land are
.engaged in solving how best to retain all that
was good in the old and assimilate all that was
good in the new. %

(8) The Bolpur School of Sir Rabindranath
Tagore, the Gurukula at Haridwar and the
National College at Masula were but strug-
gling and feeble expressians of national will in
educational matters which aims at the harmo-
nious synthesis of the ideals of the East and
the West which is to reflect itself in the ideals
of Education, pursued here.

The Chairman, Professor H. O. Kershaw, a
true friend of Education, in his concluding
remarks emphasised the following points as
deserving of public attention :—

(i) The picture of a village school under a
banyan tree was what had been advocated
again and again by the department and.what
nobody had ever denounced. [But what about
it in practice ?]

(i) An organised management by local
Committees was what the department had been
endeavouring to achieve but could not
achieve, [Why?] :

(iii) There was a lack of enthusiasm and
lack of interest on the part of the people.
[What about mutual understanding ? Cannot
the lack of it account for it ?]

(iv) Until some remedy was found to make
people really desire education there‘was not
much use in criticism. [Why not make it
‘ desirable’ first, by removing the tinge of
‘artificiality’ and ‘foreignness’ admittedly
present ?] i 2 2

[Our ‘ English friend,” Mr, Kershaw, whom
we quoted in another issue (p. 194), spoke of
“the lack of enthusiasm and lack of interest
among the people.” That is but one side of
the picture. There is another side to it which
a people’s man working in the midst of t_he
people may usefully point out. (Our queries
above are intended fo suggest reflection in that
line to a thinking mind.)

But it is best that a regular worker thorough-
ly conversent with the aims and efforts of
the department and the actual state of things
from the people’s point of view, should deal
with it and we call special attention to the
article on “ Spreading Elementary Education ”
appearing in another page from Mr. M. H.S.
Thompson, whose devotion to his work in
connection with the Training Schools coupled
with his thorough knowledge of the language
and sentiments of the people invest his opinion

\;ﬁ'th special value in the field of spreading |

ementary Education.—Ed. " V. C.””]
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« It is well-known how during thelast decade
it has become increasingly difficult for parents
to educate their children; it is well nigh
imppssible for private individuals to start a
school and the Government aid to private indi-
genous efforts has not risen very much.”—the
Hindy in its review of Education in India.

« Sometime ago the Department offered to
give Rs. 200 for the institution of a village
school and Rs. 50 for furniture and wanted
to hand over the management to the Village
Committee. The proposal was practical and
unconditional. No Mahajan of the village
except the karnam came forward to undertake
the work. When he, as Inspector of Schools,
was in charge of four districts, and when he
invited applications for the formation of village
schools he had to wait for two years to get two
applications. He tried to institute Village
Committees and organise the education in the
village school. There were practical difficul-
ties. In one instance a school-master closed
up his school and migrated elsewhere. Until
some remedy was found to make people really
desire cducation there was not much use in
indulging in criticism.”—FProf. H. 0. Kershaw,
late Inspector of Schools, (Palghat) VIII Circle.

« The Problem of Education in India as so
many other problems resolves itself into this:
How best the mutual understanding and co-ope-
ration of the people and the state agencies
at work can be secured fo the lasting advantage
‘of the cause they both have at heart. i
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$.The process of Concentration, Reflection
and Assimilation in one is called ¢ Samyama,’

§.p@G b eI o areriily. i e Bus
Bot>. @iy gCuswrudagy siQer
srovvrald A i e uits fenan’—asifay.
“sCugshsann gnemn”’ erarp =@mH ard
@mﬂljuﬁ;,@m(sguudﬂ Cavpavev. @i
ugurs ayssporSurFn (wfseay) Qsr
L& .,ﬂz/:ﬁysg@smmrssem;m ENEN] YOI
(erB@d wsaluyerer Brge) aranguded Lig
ugurs e eargts @upearsn s@Quaverrid o et
So0g Nimz@u., gmesurd Gms “mrs
@y ar&lu wepr wiSir a9y srsThE
Qo QarofiGu’” Quisr gu dofl $ 5 558 @pi
Culeni, rmresgsmas erarig a@sr
aréer anrd@uQuer o 8% ssQasLTib,
o5 oTss5galdard L re pma@ir
Qur@ar sourefiug & rewur@i.
QUQuTps  yBupysord
(Wireless Instrument) s¢@udewrsm swr

efler E@5eh

srrib doré@t ealou sriussu@ur
a0 uBgssagu gawera) Guorer B
mudGs  Osran@asgwrrer  (Marconi)
wiGanefl saruar Qeidsssous san®@
duses @ Quapbrily Jarscn@de s
Swmsen smddsar wapr sBusmsts Lap
Ba g se yBiFusFe AU @0 QuBy
Quigs, gaur “ guiwef, 5i@us sreQaer-
va B diagurer b sosundsms
& p .
Y BiFussr R Qiaor@apay ! e o
§ X Rays, N Rays, Radium, Uranium are
remarkable for their comparatively unlimited
powers of radiation. These are but manifes-
tations of, or emanations from, still more subtle
everlasting manifestations of vibrating particles |
of Cosmic Energy known as ‘Primeval Sounds’
which are practically indestructible (dkshara).
powers of light or radiations (Devatamsam).
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(Problem of Education) dierflsgsdasm
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9 ‘“Communication by wireless felegraphy
is very wonderfull,” once remarked a lady to
Mr. Marconi. ‘It is not half so wonderful
as onr conversing together now ” modestly
replied the inventor ; and he was right. The
production of sounds by the organs ot speech,
their transmission by waves in the air, and their
appreciation by the organs of hearing involve
infinitely more complicated actions than are
concerned in producing electric waves at on¢
station and detecting them hundreds or
thousands of miles away.— Prof. Gregory's
¥ Discovery ’: Chapler XI, Across the Border.

There are ‘experts’ in India who can
perform this feat withouta Marconi Instrument.
.. T Educational thinkers should understand
and realise that the ultimate aim of Education
in India from ancient times is the perfection of
Knowledge.
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SPREADING ELEMENTARY EDUCATION.
oy b Litg CiepLiy LigenaBlsl Fov.
« By Mgr. M. H. 5. THOMPSON.

(Assistant Inspector of European and Training Schools.)
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* ART. 5O, *“They should also be on their gnard
against the tendency to make instruction in all schools
within their jurisdiction conform to one and the same
pattern.’”

ART, 116. “Itis obviously better that a time-table
and curriculum should be developed gradumally and
naturally in accordance with local needs and circum-
stances.”

NATURAL DEVELOPMENT AND FORCING
i OF EDUCATION.
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THE FIRST NEED OF THE VILLAGE.
(The Hon'ble Sir C. Sankaran Nair, Kt.,C.LE.)
THE INFLUENCE OF EDUCATION,

The first need of the village is educationa

suited to its needs. * The teacher in ancient
days moulded the life ®f the boy, and imparted
to him the education needed for him. The
village schools now scarcely exercise any in-
fluence on village life. The school is not in
harmony with the needs of the village. The
curriculam of studies is the same for all the
castes and classes in the Presidency, for towns
and villages, irrespective of the needs of the
student. The teacher is town-bred. The official
Director of educational studies has his eye not
on the requirements of any village but on the
Madras Presidency as a whole. The courses
of study prescribed are really formulated for
the use of town boys and are calculated to
draw the boys away from villages. The studies
are literary and do not make the village boys
better farmers or agriculturists. To the girls,
such a course of studies is thoroughly unsuited.
‘We want the entire curriculam to be modified
to suit the needs of a particular village. Inter-
est may diverge with each village or cummu-
nity, and the children are brought up in the
environment peculiar to their village and
community. All this can only be done by the
members of the village cummunity itself. They
have to meet and discuss the needs -of their
village, and the purposes to be attained by
attendance at schools. An official Inspector
trying to find out what they want and carrying
out the wishes so ascertained can never bea
sufficient substitute. A shool under village
supervision will interest and aftract both
women and men. We know now that when
schools are started in villages in which teachers
known to them teach subjects like music, the
women flock to them. That the officials may
sometimes be white men need make no
difference. A school under the management
of the members of a village cummunity, teach-
ing the subjects required by them, will also
jntroduce 2 mew element of interest in the

village community. They will take a pride
in this school, which will be a meeting place
for them.—The Hon’ble Sir C. Sankaran Nair,
(Educational Member of Council) in the
Modern Review.
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% The basis of village life must be a proper
system of education devised to suit the needs
of the village.”—The Hon'ble SirC.Sankaran Nair.
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- WANTED GREAT “ MISSIONARIES OF
. EDUCATION.” 3

Speaking at a meeting of educational workers,
Lord Haldane declared it to be his wish to
devote the remaining days of his life to being
a missionary on the great question of Educa-
tion. Germany knew the value of Education.
“When peace came,” Lord Haldane  said,
“they would hear no more in Germany about
16-inch guns, but they would hear a great deal
about continuation schools. The Germans
were training up a generation of skilled work-
men with whom we would not compete. We
had to be upsides with Germany in this matter.
We must take care to train the children of
our working classes in at least as good a way

Germans had been able to train theirs,
cared enough, educational developments
- and | ‘ms could be forced through. The
~ State would find the money, for unless it was

spent, the nation would drop out in the race.

- A great Education system was an expensive
thing, but it was our duty to mmke it the first
uetion to be considered after the War.” What
ndia wants at present even more than

- England does, is great ‘ Missionaries of
Education” «like Lord Haldane and Sir

S

THE DIFFICULTIES IN OUR WAY. =
(BY THE MANAGING AGENTS.)
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Dr. D. Duncan, late Director of Public
Instruction, who is one of the supporters of
the Children’s Educational Movement, still
keeping himself in touch with the same, writes
with reference’ io the Memoranduny on the
Reform of Rural Education published in the
“ Vivekachintamani "' as follows, under date

20th November 1916 :—

“1 am glad to see by the copy of Viveka-
chintamani received the other day, that you
are as active as ever in your efforts for the
welfare of your fellow-countrymen old and
young. Yourmain purpose is rightly, T have
no doubt, to get at the young. The war is the
engrossing subject in this country at present 5
but educational questions are also being discus:
sed ; it being realized that many changes must
come after the war and that itis desirable
that men’s minds should be prepared before-
hand, so that ill considered schemes should
not be rushed at the last moment. ”
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