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« THE LESSON OF THE WAR."

“ Herein lies the lesson of the war which I
would commend toall the young students of
India. If is character, il is the capacity for self-
discipline, for self-sacrifice, thal build up and
preserve a nation. .Cultivale those qualities slead-
fastly, patiently, unoblrusively, while you are pur-
swing your various studies, and you will be able
1o acquit yourselves as men in afler-life and to do
each of you your share in building wp a nalion,
worthy of India's past traditions and future great-
ness. You will often be in my th3ughts, and I
trast you will also remember me as one of your
sincere well-wishers,

“God bless you all and help you through
life.”

*THE INTERESTS OF EDUCATION.”
“IN THE SAFEST POSSIBLE KEEPING,"

His Excellency, in referring to the Progress
of Education said, but I will only add that
it was for me a piece of real good-fortune,
which brought to birth a new department of
education at the moment of .my arrival and
the happy choice that placed at its head so
versatile and able a membar as Sir Harcourt
Butler. The charge of that Department is now
committed to the trust of my friend Sir Sanka-
ran Nair, the ablest Indian, I could find for the
parpose, and whatever temporary slowing
down of the pace may bz necessitated by the
exigencies of finance owing to this devastating
war, I feel confident that in his hands ang
under the giidaice of youar new Viceroy, why
has earned such a well-deserved reputation in
educational circles at Homs, the interests of
education are in the safest possible keeping for
the next five years. During that period much
progress will, T trust, be achieved in education
as well as in the political development of thig
land. ;

[Vol. XX1V, No. 1

. A WONDERFUL REVELATION.” :

His Excellency Lord Hardinge was par
excellence  the children's Viceroy,” and he'has
b ®

been truly a “father” to the peaple entrusted

to his care. In his replies to t addredses
presented to him, His Excellency skid with the

simplicity and unerring intuition of a child :—
“1 think you will agree with me that when so
many representative bodies have surveyed the
outstanding featpres of my administration. fo
eunlogistic phraseology it would hardly become
me to question their judgment. These are the
functions of the future historian, but if his
verdict is at all favourable to ms and 1.f he
should cast about for some explanation of any
small success I may have had as Viceroys T will
give him this hint. ‘T have trusted India, [ have

believed in India, I have hoped with India, I

have feared with India, I have wept with India,
I have rejoiced with India, and in a word I have
identified myself with India.’ India’s response
has been a wonderful revelation to me, and
sometimes I feel as if she had in return
confided her very heart to my keeping.”

OUR NEW VICEROY.
In the afternoon of 4th April 1916, His Ex-
cellency Lord Chelmsford after bidding farewell
to His Excellency Lord Hardinge, proceeded

to the Secretariat where his warrant from His |

Majesty the King-Emperor of India was read
by the Secretary to the Government of India in
Home Department in the Council Chamber in
the presence of His Excellency the Governor of
Bombay, ordinary Members of the Governor-
General’s Council and principal officials of the
Bombay Government. His Excellency there-
upon took his seatin the Council. A Royal
salute was fired from the Saluting Battery in
honour of Lord Chelmsford on his assumption
of the office of Viceroy and Governor-General
of India.
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* Herein lies the lesson of the war which I
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would commend to all the young students of =
India, Itis character, itis the capacity for

self-discipline and sclf-sacrifice that build up
and preserve a nation. Cultivate these quali-
ties steadfastly, patiently and unobtrusively,
while you are pursuing your various studies,
and you will be able to acquit yourselves as
men in after-life and to do each of you your
share in building up a nation, worthy of India’s

past traditions and future greatness. You will

often be inmy thoughts and I trust you will

also remember me as ome of your sincere-

well-wishers. GOD BLESS YOU ALL AND-
HELP YOU THROUGH LIFE.”
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* Lord Chelmsford in replying to the Bom
bay Corporation address said:i—

MR, PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN-Let mc
first thank you for the personal note of welcome
contained in your address. India, above all
“countries, is not likely to belittle the value of
hereditaty association and though the period
during which my grandfathers were connected
with the old Bombay Army is beyond my
memory still it is something that the link is
there, and I value it as a stimulus and an inspi-
ration. You allude to my sixteen months’
sojourn in India as a Territorial officer. I am
grateful for the experience derived. In the first
place, I was cnabled to see with my own eyes
the steadfast loyalty of the Princes, Chiefs and
peoples of India to His Majesty the King-
Emperor. India has_no need to be r?:mnded
of His Majesty’s keeu and hvely solicitude ou

her behalf. Inthesecond place I was privileged
to watch the work and win the friendship of His
Excellency Lord Hardinge who lays down his
office to-day. Lord Hardinge has won to an
unprecedented degree, the confidence, the
respect, nay I would say the affection of the
peoples of India, and he has seta hard task
before his successor. Lontinuily is, however,
in my opinion a cardinal principle of policy
when one man succeeds another and so far as
possible I shall deem it my duty and privilege
to carry on Lord Hardinge’s work where he
has left it. You refer in your addressto my
municipal experience. I musl confess lhal
Municipal work, especially in lhe educalional
sphere, is my firsl love. ~It has to my mind the
preeminent merit of being removed to a large
extent from the ordinary divisions of party
politics, and men differ only or should difter
only according to their respective views ot the
expediency of a particular piece of coucrele
work. Those who engage in it tor the most parg,
and I speak from my experience of my late
colleagues on the London County Council, look
for no reward beyond that of satisfaction in the
good work well done on behalf of the commu-
nity. Following your example 1 shall not reter
to your local needs. It is neither the occasion
nor the time. ButI am not unaware of the
splendid work which has been done in Bombay
in respect of the transport of troops and ot your
work in the hospital tor such of tnose troops as
return invalided or wounded from the stricken
feld. Lady Chelmsford would wish me (o thank
you for the welcome accorded to her in your ad-
dress. Those of us who have had previous ex-
perience as Governor-General or Governor know
the debt we owe to our wives, and know that,
come what may, there is one at our side who
pan sustain us when we Hagand inspire us with
fresh courage when we are downhearted. 4
canunot end my reply without an acknowledg-
ment of that passage in your address which
refers to the war, 1 return here trom Eungland
where | tound all men determined that there
should be only one ending to this war, namely, -
a victory for the Allied arms. Your address
assures me ot the same invincible determination
No personal losses, no reverses will quench’
this spirit. We are all of one mind iu this,
that peace can only come when we have
secured the satety, honour and welfare of vus
sovereign and his dowminions:
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« DEDICATORY EPISTLE TO THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION.” o

DEDICATION.
% They reckon ill who leave ME out ;
When ME they fly, I am the wings ;
T am (he doubter and the doubt,
And I thé hymns the Brahmin sings.”
—The Song of the Child.

Verily, the Call to work for Children came true |
In full, Grace of Help, meet to work was shown
On All-Saint’ Day the festive throng of Servants True
In Temple'doring God He came’and made ME His
own |
Intering the heart of Teachers true to children minist’
ring

A Child He came, taking my all, His All to give |

The Saviour of Gods, the servant of His servants that

in Thillai live,

The Evil one with one foot crushing His other footin
Grace uplifting !

The Mystic Dance of Grace He danced, the Gracious
Eye

- Of Love witness ! and His Servants true beholdinsg,
they

Knew #nought clse but He and His : To them with the

seeing-eye
This work seek I through you dedicate, Servus
Servosum De.
FOREWORD,
To
THE HON. SIR C. SANKARAN NAIR AVr, KT, C.1E,
MINISTER OF EDUCATION IN THE VICEROY's CoUNcIL,
\ DELHI,

Sik,

Availing myself though late, of the permis-
sion accorded me to write to you ‘after assum-
ing charge’ of your present office, I desire to
publicly inscribe the following few lines ad-
dressed to you (in thought) as ‘Fore worp' to
the work® in which it appears, in the hope that
the cause therein espoused will receive at your
hands, as Minister of Education, that earnest
consideration and active support which it so
well deservesi—
~ The Need for the Reconstruction of Society
and State on a sounder basis is felt on all sides
and the cry for giving effect to it has already

“been raised in England, which demands through

e WLytics apd Lay-Sungs of Templevizge—nds."

e s )

its mouthpiece, the London Times, “a revolulion
in the conceplion of education in its relation. to the
l:'fu of lhe people” and the needed ‘“ machinery
which will make the new conceplion operative.”
The ‘New Conception’ conistsju’ the authori-
ties learning ¢ to think of education notas a
means for conveying to the masses of the peo-
ple a certain minimum measure of book-learn-
ing, but as a biological process for supplying to
every child Lhe outfit for life.’’ This ‘Mew
Conception’ 1s more in counsonance witn the
ancient idea of education obtaining in India
than it may seem to a superficial observer
whose “ angle of vision” is fixed by “ the limi-
tations imposed by the educational ideas that
are enshrined'” in the official Codes—which
limitations the country cannot escape from, uns
til there is equally a vevolution in India in the
official way of looking at things educational.
Already the air is thick with the uplifted Voice of
Seers and Slalesmen who perceive the incalcul-
able harm which the “‘limitations” imposed by
the official Codes and modes are doing to the
country ; and the Viceroy as the Head of the
State and Sir Rabindra Nath Tagore, the
W Poet-Laureate of Asia' as representing the
ancient Wisdom of India, have atthe same
time raised their voice against the Vehicle of
Education being in a foreign language to the
detriment and neglect of the vernaculars of the -
country. *®

The current conception of education, the
errors of which are admitted on all hands, must -~
give way before the awakentd consciousness
of the nation stirred to its deepest depths by
the stirring events of the times ; and independ-
ent workers are already paving the way for the
‘New conception’ which to us is as old as the
Himalayas, gaining ground. Witness Sir Ra-
bindra Nath Tagore’s discourse at Calcutta on
the “Vehicle of Teaching” which oecurree on
the same day (10th December 1915) as the Vices
roy was expressing his opinion to the same end
at the Veterinary College, Lahore. The cons=
tents of this volume is the result of a direct
Study of Temple-Traditiois, Religious Folklors
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and Childrens' Songs which the author was free
to pursue untrammelled by the limitations of
the official mind. That freedom is now
circiimscribed to a certain extent by the linsit-
ations of the ® official-mind, which seems to
move still intits old groove, the efiorts of Direc-
tors and MiMsters of Education to reform and
remodel it on new lines notwithstanding.

In is now laid down as an indispulable
maxim which the parents of children and the
educational world will do well to accept and
act fipon, as best they can, that—

“ Children have a stronger desire for first
principles than most people suppose. That is
_ a natgral desire of the human mind, which is
often so much thwarted and disappointed by
life that they lose it as they grow older and come
to think of it as a mere childish folly. Every
one is born a philosopher, as every one is born
an artist : but because philosophy is a pompous
word, we suppose it to be only the concern of
experts,”*

This pomposity of the wordis due not to
anything inherent in it which simply embodies
in one word the truth of the maxim—"Vox
populi, vox-Des,” but to the vain-gloriousness of
pedants with immature and imperfectly trained
minds that often, like the Jackdaw in the fable,
seck to strut and shine in borrowed feathers.

i Great men do not lose their Child-Heart,”
and one of the lasting things which the Vice-
royalty of His Excellency Lord Hardinge has
done torenew and renovate the drooping Spirit
of India and uplift it to the glory of its ancient
Ideals, is the foundation of the “Children’s Day”
in India, whith has done (more than anything
else could have donein so shorta period), 2
great deal to awaken the Child-heart and
through it the child-mind fo the duties and
responsibilities resting on it as a civic factor in
the uplift of Humanity to a higher and greater
level of Earthly Life—"the Life Imperial”—
from which alone it can realise the glorious
destiny awaiting it in the near or distant future,
according as the pace and the direction it takes

= The Times Lducalional Supplement,

to move along the Eternal Road of Evolution-
ary Growth, is quick and straight, or halting
and crooked or round-about. Revolutions of
ages cannot recover a lost truth which the
child-mind fails to grasp at the proper slage in
its evolutionary growth, I therefore make no
apology in dedicating this volume through you,
Sir, the Minister in charge of Education, to
those ¥ Children of Light” who, whatever their
age or clime, are ever the guiding Angels of the
Race and the true Messengers of Hope, Faith
and Love which three alone have the power of
uplifting Humanity above its own faults, fail-
ings and errors.

Now one word more as to the goal of all true
teaching. In the words of the Times writer al-
ready quoted, “ILis lhat lraining of the mind
and personalily in conceniralion, aleriness, indivi-
duality, precision, taste, which resulls in the assimi-
lation of knowledge and the formation of characler.
The classical training is but one of a hundred
ways of achieving the same end, but in the
hands of a skilled teacher it is a valuable way,
for it brings the scholar’s mind into direct con-
tact with the genius of the great writers of
great ages. But, neverlheless, 1t is the teacher,
not the ways, that really maiters. 1f the scholar |
has mastered his tools in the way of a thorough
knowledge of reading, writing and arithmetia
and has been trained in discipline, then when
the secondary teacher takes himor her in hand
the goal will be reached, whatever the way
chosen may be, and the way can be varied to
suit both the capacity and the possible- future
of the child.” Whether the special aptitudes
of individual scholars be * for knowing men”
—the study of the Humanities; or **for knowing
the world”’—the study of Nature ; it matters
not very much. The circle of knowledge com-
prehends both, and we should all have soma
notion, at any rate, of the whole circle of know-
ledge. *“ The grand thing in teaching is to
have faith” that every one is born with some
aptitudes of this kind ; and to be careful not to
deprive them of their divine inheritance by

inexcusable bungling in handling them,
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My own unfaltering faith in the goodness of the Convocation of the University and on the
the cause and my knowledge of your own occasion of the Christian College Day here,
earnest desire to befriend it, has inspired and recently. : i
encouraged me to thus publicly address you, Bhe Hon’ble Sir H, Stuart sp?ke in no un-
~ Sir, in your exalted position, in the exercise of certain terms, his views and convictions on the
that freedom of thought and franchise which present system of education which “it is regrel-
“the philosophy of the spirit”t and the Re- able gives no weight lo those things ¢ the spirif”
public of Letters accord to their respective that are so essential for the formation ot
votaries ; and I trust, Sir, you will receive and CHARACTER which is “‘the basis of true citizen-
consider it in thespirit in which it is conceived.} ship. Speaking of the woeful results of a system
In addition to the papers on the Rcform of Which compels the majority of stu_deuts" o
Rural Education which I am sending for your recetve their educdiion through _t)u: 1m_¢d1um o a
consideration, I would like to invite your at- Joreign language,’ he said that it “s.mkes the lay
tention to the pronounced views expressed at ©ObServer as not only mechanical in method and
E resull, bul wasleful of valuable years—years when
T “ Achildis just as well ableto understand that he  fhe youtlful mind is most open " fo impressions and
must be good foz the sake of being good as anyone else  receplive of ideals.” 1 feel sure, I am voicing the
is. If the sprit exisls in human beings the philosophy of feeling of the whole country when I say tnat it
the spirit can be undersiood by them ; anthepohpdli  looks to you, Sir, the first Indian Minigter in
ophy of the spirit is that spiritual activities, whether charge of Education, to prevent this waste of
moral, intellectual, or wsthetic, are to be pursued for child-life to which [ call pointed attention in
their own sake. If pursued for any other reason they my Tamil Articles on Rural Education (Vide
are not spiritual activities. So one putsit ingeneral ang  Octr. to January-issues of the Vivckachintamani.)
Philosophica lterms for parents ;but they can, if they
e et Your most Obedient Servant,
1 Vide Some observations * On the Educatialo Neesng =~ ZALITALAYA,

| ofthe Hout" at p. x of Lyries & lay-So X
| Legends, - B y-Songs of Temple  ganuary, 1916.

Believe me, with sincere good wishes,

}C. V. SWAMINATHAIYAR,

FREBEL AND THE FIRST PRINCIPLE OF EDtJGATION.

(From the Kindergartm Magazine.)

: ] THE PROPHET AND THE VISION,
€t saw & viston long ago ; 3 i
3 T:’;zgple ks l::t:iedosnga :l;:a’m Ty | At last the eager litile children found him ;

They thought he was benighted | With dance and song they gafhered close around him,
4 His eager words they slighted, ' | ?V“in‘:’i’ ‘h: b“:S'EEd Warden
So little did the foolish people know, ey L0 a fair garden ;

He swung the gates—for chains no longer bound him,
B ’{i? sz:m.’e:tll: E;:rt:::elg‘:l:?‘dg_‘;i‘ggkm i With blindness past we linger, not repinﬁlg i
2 of children's glad . Our present joy is future hope defining,
He woited—not in sadness— 11 e cuk:lg %‘ ONE.Jeala
th S s marke smiles—not tears ;
ntil the time he could fulti his Mission, R Uay bur stas T niaigs
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S, v yédlealgur Qursls—The P =
;I\Method of Education, which is € R

: ; duc | truly a drawing out of (he Mind i
the First Principle underlying the Kmndergarten Ié{lelhod. ﬁeﬂ-ﬁiézmﬂzr:ge;? e
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* SHORT SAYINGS ON GREAT SUBJECTS.
(BY A WANDERING ASCETIC)
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* We make a present of these stray thoughts of a you-
thtul ascetic (not yet 23 years old) who, attracted by the
‘religions ideal,’ has left home & parents to wander in
quest of Truth or attain Kaivalyam (perfection), to those
who would lightly lay their iconoclastic hands on the
¢ Religious Ideal’ hallowed by traditions of ages & in-
crusted in words & deeds of every-day life. He is not
‘educated' in the sense in which it is now generally used.
Of English he knows not a word & in Tamil his spelling
is “awful bad” as the Inspecting School-master would
remark. We have corrected his spelling but have left
/his ideas & sentences untouched. (We may add we met
him 18 years age. £d. V. C))
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