4 THE EDUCATION OF THE CHILD MUST HAVE IN IT THE
‘MAKING OF THE MAN IN THE CHILD.
“Give me not O God, that blind, fool faith in my friend that sees no evil where evil is, but give me, O God,
that sublime belicf that seeing evil I yet have faith.’
 Seck Truth wherever you can find it But, “ Make your choice and stick to it till you reach the End."

sugub ciz—SPEAK THE TRUTH.

¢ Hrrcn YOur WAGON TO A STAR.”

«To THINE OWN SELF BE TRUE.”

e Guuacr : o Qari8 1 ob sims.]

“New Series”

av5SuCn Couib—SATYAMEVA JAYATE.

[God is Love : Knowledge is Power : Aum
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“THE EDUCATION OF THE CHILD MUST HAYE IN IT THE
MAKING OF THE MAN IN THE CHILD.”

REFORM OF RURAL EDUCATION.
Some Thoughts and Reflections.

Sir C. Sankaran Nair, the newly-appointed
Minister of Education, goesto Simla, it ap-
pears, with definite and well-matured views on
the great and pressing problems of Education
which are snre to engage his attention and tax
all his energies in finding a satisfactory solu-
tion for the same. Among the most pressing
hroblems that await his consideration will be
the question of rural education, which urgently
calls for immediate reform. T he unsatisfactory
state of things now existing, to speak mildly of
it, is well knowntoall And yet the educa-
tional machinery is allowed to go on grinding
the minds of impressionable children and shap-
ing them all into one inefficient dead level of
pniform mediocrity or something worse. The

reform of rural education will, it is hoped, en-
gage his early attention. In dealing with the
Memorial of the English Committee on the Tm-
provement of Female Education, the reform of
rural education will obviously make itself felt
by the Honorable gentleman who has already
given expression to his views on the most press-
ing needs of village life and rural education
which includes Female Education. The new-
ly ap-ointed Member for Education has the re-
putation of being a bold thinker who is not
afraid of his own thoughts. He has the knack
of giving expression to them in terse, clear and
telling language which drives the truth home to
unbiased minds; while it sets even biased
minds busy a thinking and reviewing their pre-
conceived notions of things which have settled

down and become more or lgss conventional
with them, :
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‘ Language in the slave of thought,’ while
“thought is the slave of a self-controlled mind.”
The power of thought is even greater than the
power of long-range-guns and fort-exploding-
monsters. For its range and mobility is un-
limited and illimitable. And the subtle force
and irresistible power with which it works its
way through all material obstacles and sets the
greatest and subtlest of all mechanical contri-
vances, the human mind, to work, is simply
marvellous and inimitable. Emerson rightly
warns the world of this. He says :  Beware
when the Great God lets loose a thinker on
earth” A Thinker can work wonders which
even Kaisers cannot resist or undo,

It is creditable to His Excellency Lord
Hardinge’s power of inner perception that he
perceived this quality of the thinker in the new
Member for Education and wished to give him
an opportunity of using his marvellous powers
in the only fruitful field where it could with
advantage be employed for the benefit of
humanity. The child is the father of man and
the education of the child must have in it the
making of the man in the child. Man-making
is far more important and difficult than money-
making and we all do hope and trust that Sir
Sankaran Nair will have an excellent account
to render of his stewardship when the five
years’ term of his office is over.

National and social life is based largely on
village life. The truism that “ the nation lives
in the cottage” is not withont significance to g
in India who, from ancient times, have deve-
loped village life to a marvellous extent thongh
its manifestation at present is not what it might
be under other and more favourable circums-
tances.

* The basis of villagelife must be a proper
system of education devised to suit the needs of
the village.” In thatone sentence there is the
conception of a whole system of good and ex-
cellent work that awaits the hand of the master-
worker, Sir Sankaran Nair has grasped this
truth and gives lucid expression to his thoughts
on the subject, which are full of vigour ‘and

force. * The first need of the village is educa’
tion suited to its needs.” And the efficient o
inefficient supply of this " first need of the vil-
lage” asin “first aid” in the emergencies cf
physical life, will go a great way to muke or
mar the process that may later be found neces-
sary to adopt in saving {he vigour of life from
running toruin and waste. His thoughts on
the influence of education in this connection
have been so well and c'early expressed in his
article recently published in the “ Modern Re-
view” which we all have read and pondercd
over. Already the Secretary of State, on one
side, has found ‘“‘an excellent reason” in the
novel appointment of our honoured country-
man to tell Mrs, Fawcett who waited on him
the other day at the head of a deputation to the
India Office, that they should all wait to see
what recommendation, if any, he would make in
the matter of the improvement of Fema'e Edu-
cation. :

We who knew him well and have watched
his career with interest, will, on the other
hand, wait and watch with close and ceaseless
attention, for equally excellent and obvioug
reasons, how far his new and exalted position
will really give him the freedom of movement
necessary to translate his excellent and well-
theéught-out ideas on the improvement of rural
education (which includes by the way Female
Education and the establishment of village life
on a sound, self-contained, healthy basis)—-into
practical action, and thus carry outa reform
which is sure to be far-reaching and highly
beneficial in its effect. :

We heartily wish him Godspeed in the
noble work of making the manhood of the
nation and preparing it for its impending des-
tiny—Myr. C. V. Swaminalha Iyer in the Madrg
Dailies of 19ih Oclober 1915,
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REFORM OF RURAL EDUCATION.

Some Thoughts and Reflections.
ASOTHERS SEE US: A RECORD OF PAST WORK.

« 1t is to be hoped that the republication, in pampblet
form, of Mr, Swaminatha Aiyar's essays on * Vernacular
Studies in Madras' (1898) will serve to draw increased
attention to this important and much discussed subject
[The views therein set forth have now been accepted by
Sir Harcourt Butler from nis place inthe Viceroy's
Council.] The essayist has shown, I think, that there
is very much more in the question than appears at first
sight. For instance, he has pointed outina very able
manner, that there is a social as well as an educational
side to it : and, as the Indian Social Reformer has right-
ly observed, ‘‘ unless thisis realised, one cannot look
foi'Aany practical results” in the promotion of a wider
and deeper knowledge of the indigenous languages of
this part of India. Mr, Swaminatha Aiyar is not a mere
theorist or essayist : he has done much practical work in
the encouragement of Vernacular Studies . through his
Diffusion of Knowledge Agency and by ‘means of his

* excellently conducted periodical, the Vivckachintamani.
He can, thercfore, be considered to have established a
claim to make his voice heard in this matter.—Hemy
Beanchamp, Editor, * Madras Mail." (lntroduction to

_¢ Vernacular Studies in Madras’ by C. V. Swaminatha
Aiyar, Madras Mail Press, 1898,)

[ The writer has now worked for 80 years i the ficld of
Vernacular hlerature and to Ius experiences therein
gained has brought to bear ou the subject the result of ten
years of continued work in social service.]

«The leader in the Madras Mail (of %h September
1898) makes the suggestion which you have practically
carried out. You will have to be disappointed of the re-
sult of that experiment, but as I have already written to
you such disappoint ts are itable. You should
make another experiment under moze favourable cir-
cumstances. 1 feel sureyou will succeed.”--The laic
Howble Justice Rao Bahadur M. G Ranades

THE CALL TO WORK AGAIN FOR CHILDREN,
THE LATE MR, JUSTICE RANADE'S SUGGESTION.

st If you will again come down to the school-level; [
will do all in my po ver to help it forward to attain its
former position among schools.”—Mr, J. H. Stone in
October, 1913,

« Mr, Stone...will personally take up your malter for
consideration."—Mr. A. Mayhew, Special Dy. Director
in January 1914,

¢ I have done my very best for your Journal. If the
point is that copies of the Journal may be recommended
to allthe Elementary Schools, I will do so.”"—The
Hon'ble Mr.]. H. Stone onthe 8th April 1914, (All
Saints’ Day).

« The Journal has considerably changed its tone ; it
is to be remembered that the Editor will have to
minister to the School boys entirely. 1 reccommend
that it be supplied to all the Primary and Secondary
schools,'—** All the four requests of the Edi.or may be
granted.”—The Keporting Officer. (Inspector of Schools
and Cnairman of the Tamil section of the Text Book
Committee.)

We join the Educational Comnmiltee of the Child-
ren's Movement in appecaling to Local Bodies and Edu-
cational Otficers soliciting their hearty co-upera-
tion in proiiding every school under their coutrol with
a copy ol the Vivekachintamani and Luus help the cause
of rural educalion by helping *the promotion of a wider
and deeper knowlcdge of the indigenous language of
the people’” which * has a social as well as an educa=
tional side to it.”

1 am glad that you have made a correct diagnosis of
the defects in the present system of Indian Education.
In spite of the many imprevements Lhat have recently
been made, it bas 1o besaid wilh regret that there is
still a good deal of the forcing i. of the so-called
knowledge-matter, instead of the drawing out and mn-
vigoraling of tue tacullies of conildren by culiivaling
their observalion in new Lelds 01 God's glorious work,
Your magazine makes au earnest and honest attempt to
remedy thi defeci..the buysand gitls who may be
habitual readers of your magazine will sure.y become
useful citizens of our cuuutry with troe deyoiivn to their
God and their King and to the sweet sc.vice of their
great motherland.—Mr. A, Panchapagesa Iyer, Maq
L.T., (Secy. S. 1. Teachers’ Union.) :
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REFORM OF RURAL EDUCATION.
Some Thoughts and Reflections.
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ON THE URGENCY OF YERNACULAR EDUCATION,

Caricut, NoveMBER 8.—In the course of his
reply to the address presented by the people of

E APaT_i'avoor_-during his visit Dewan Bahadur
- M. Krishnan Nair, Dewan of Travancore, made
i V'iriferesting observations on the language prob
~lem. He was very glad to note that they were
one with the Government in the policy adopted
by.them regarding vernacular education and
heartily appreciated the exertions of the

~ Government to raise the status of the verna-
culars. “ It is very important,” said the Dewan,
 that people should appreciate the actual bear-
ing of this momentous question in all respects.
All over India there is a new sense of responsi-
bility felt towards the vernaculars. Tne national
consciousness has been awakened ; the public
have becn roused to the extreme urgency of
giving greater prominence to versacular edu-

VIEWS OF THE DEWAN OF TRAVANCORE, DA

i)

cation.” They all recognised the great benefits
that have accrued to India and must accrue in
future from English education, but he was sure
they would agree with him when he believed
English language would never be the language
of the people in India. The West could be
explained to millions in the East only through
their vernaculars ; that was what they had to
do in Japan and that was what would haye to
be done in India also. Philosophy, Science, art
and literature of the West would reach the
masses i India only through their mother-
tongue. The Travancore Government realised
this and were trying to do their part of duty,
The Dewan exhorted citizens who' received
English education to translate great books of
the West, strengthen the passion for the
vernacular and spread modern knowledge
among their countrymen through vernaculars.

SOME THOUGHTS ON VERNACULAR STUDY .LND COMPOSITION.

- S1r,—My attention having been drawn to the corres-
pondence on the subject now appearing in the columns
of the Hindu, 1 desire to make a few observations on
the subject in your columns, with your permission. I
have in a series of articles contributed to newspapers
phlet form di d the questi

It was published in

and reprinted in a p
of Vernacular studies in Madras.
1898 and though -fifteen years have now elapsed and we
- see a number of books, gopd, bad and indifferent,
advertised by a number of concerns, the defects then
- pointed out remain more or less the same. Without
recapitulating them here. 1 may refer tothe remedies
which T then suggested. The first and the most salient
point to keep in mind is: " The work of educating the
masses is such a large one that it could not be satisfac-
orily performed either by the Government or the edu-
cated classes working alome. It is a gigantic work
which would absorb all the energies and resources of
both the Government and the educated class ; and, thete-
fore, what little of these, cither of them could bring to
it should be utilised in a cordial spirit of matual help
and co-operation, so that as liftle of the energies and
resources employed for the purpose may be wasted a8

possible.”

I then said that the Government should so arrange
the system of education that it imparts in schools,especial-
ly in the Primary and Lower Secondary Departments, as
to give a good grounding in the vernacular to the young
student who goes up tothe Upper Secondary Department
and create in him a taste for his native language.” This
is far from bzing done yet, though there bas been much
reform or overhauling of the system of school-education.
To repeat what I said 15 years ago, “a reform in the sys-
tem of Primary and Lower Secondary education is more
urgently called for, in the interests of the vernaculars, "
thar anything else. The principle of discrimination is still
wanting in many of those who appear as the accredited
representatives of “schemes " for the improvement of
vernacular studies and composition.

« In speaking of popular Vernacular literature” I wrote
in 1898, ¢ care should be éaken to discriminate between.
a healthy growth of that literatare and a production of it:
Healthy growth implies production aud disttibution.
Production without distribution, will be mere ac-
cumulation and not real growth. The present decay
of the vernaculars is due as much to the want of good
literary aclivity (as distinguished from the mere book=
making proclivity which is now in evidence to some
extent) among the educated classes as to the absenceoia

~ &
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healthy taste for reading among the literate portion of the
people. Our aim in any attempt at reform should be to
provide for the supply of toth these wants, A good
grounding in the Vernacular and the creation of a real
taste for the same in the early ciays of school life is abso-
lutely essential for the success of any reform that aims at
glie improvement of the vernaculars as a medium for the
diffusion of uscful knowledge among the mass of the
people. 1 have persanally known cases of youngmen who
have acquired a taste for their Vernacular in early boy-
hood but who have taken to the study of Sanskrit from
the fourth form upward, having kept touch with ‘their
mother-tongue, owing to the early taste imbibed, to such

an extent as to be able to wield it with much greater .

force and ease in the diffusion of useful knowledge on

bjects they have th Ives studied, than most of the
graduates who have carried their vernacular studies up
to the B. A, Degree Examination,”” My views thus ex-
pressed 16 years ago, I see no reason to change in spite
of the multiplication of books ‘which I see and welcome
as a sign of the times but which is not yet sufficiently
developed to form a sign of “healthy growth.” For,

most of the young writers are poor in thought and

* they are able to think,

poorer in the method of giving expression to what liftle #

“‘Language is the slave of thought and only a cultur-
ed mind that can well control the process of thinking
and use it according to its own enlightened will,” can.
command that * facility of expression” . which is really
at the bottom of what we term *literary style.” :

Most of our educated men who have essayed hard to
produce a “book’’ in the vernacular with rare exceptions,
have shown themselves to b® poor thinkers and most of
the young men who take to the * making of books"” as a
makeshift are no thinkers atall. It is the facility and
aptitude of expression -as well ‘as its -amplitade - when'
language is used as a vehicle for:the expression of
thought and emotion as well as mental pictures formed
of “things percevied” by the apperceiving ‘mind - that
really go to the making of hfcrature in any language and
judged by this standard our current literature is woefully
poor and not worth the name. Itis only thinkers that
can find fitting expressions for the thoughts they think
and not traffickers in borrowed thoughts, e

C. V. SWAMINATHA IYAR.
—The Hindu of 23rd July 1913, : :

APPEAL FOR (0-OPERATION. b
(Erom the Hindu of July 28th, 1918.)

B

Sir,—~In thanking you for promptly publishitlg my

first few thoughts on the subject, Ibeg leave to point
out that it is a most important work and is of such a
nature that we cannot afford to dally with it as some
people seem inclined to do. In concluding the third of
my series Of articles (1898) in which I took a brief
survey of the question of vernacular studies as affecting
the education and enlightenment of the masses, I laid
stress on the necessity of “ real hard work ” as opposed
to * paper schemes'’ merely for reclaiming the wild
waste of popular ignorance. Now, as I said before, I
do not mean to minimise the importance of schem‘es"
as facilitating the production of maximum results with
minimum waste of energy and labour ; but feel that
we are relying too much on “Schemes’ for results,
while doing too little of work to achieve them, ” ©

In this view I was heartily supported by almost ajl
the prominent educationists ot the time, and Dr, Duncan
and Mrs, Brander, as well as many cthers, helped me
with their ready sympathy and valuable advice in the
carrying out of my work. Among those who took a
kindiy interest in my efforts and encouraged me in my
work was the late Rao Bahadur M. G. Ranade, then a
Judge of the Bombay High Counrt. Writing to me atthe
time on the subject he remarked:

“1 have read these articles with great interest,
2+ . With much you have written I entirely agree.
Earnest wark is what is wanted, but in this matter as in
others, there is room forall workers and I should myself
not come in the way of any experiment being tried from
various quarters.” (The ilalics are mine.) Writing later
on, afler reading a leader which appeared in the news-
paperwhich published these articles, hie wrote to me to

e S i

82, “The leader in the Madras Matl of 9th Septettiber
makes the suggestion which you have practically car- .
tied out. You will have to be disappointed of the resalt
of that experiment butas I ha‘ve already written to you
such disappointments are inevitable. You should make
another experiment under more favourable circumstan-
ces. | feel sure you will succeed,” -

As I went on working and spending myself almost
single handed, taking up the question of viliage sanita-
tion for some time, I found my health break down, and
before 1 could recover my shattered health, misfortunes
came to me in battalions, so to say, and laid me low,
striking me as an English friend said * the heaviest of
blosgs that could befall a man.” I have again returned
to my “old love’—the encouragement of vernacolar
study and composition. The well-conceived organisa-
tion of ‘Association of Helpers’ which was more or less
in working order all through the villages, unobtrusively
working to create a taste [or geneial reading with “read-
ing circles” in almost every viilage where there was a
well-established schocl, public or private, hath fallen
into desuctude. But (he spirit is there and still working
and 1 shall be glad to have the co-operation of all good
men and troe in my self-imposed task. I have grown
old but with sge hath come wisdom while my heart is
yet quite young and tender like that of a child, With
this my new resolve hath come a new life to the Viveka-
chinlamani which after 21 years of approved service is
now transformed again intoa Boy's Journal conducted
by boys for the use of young-folk in which term L
include all those  who have not lost their young hearts
and the buoyancy of spirit which it ever conveya.

C. V, SWAMINATHA IYER,

1
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