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“THE HOME AS THE GOAL AND CENTRE OF TRUE EDUCATION.”
- % PROFESSOR JOHN PERRY’'S PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

« — w5 the Educational Section of the British Association.

As a wholesome corrective to some current
educational superstitions we may call attention,
says the Indian Social Reforsner, to Professor
John Perry's presidential address to the
Educational Section of the British Association
this year (in October last). A more thorough
going indictment of an educational system and
its products, we have seldom come across....:
He says,—

« The ‘reforms in pedagogy which, with
Dr. Armstrong, I have been clamouring for
during the last thirty years, would cause the
best known pedagogues to scrap all their
machinery, and so to lose nearly ‘the whole
of their invested capital. Even when they are not
influenced by the idea of losing mohey, these
men,cannot be made to believe in the necessity

of reform any more than the Central African
worshippers of hideous idols can be converted,
for with just as much intensity do they worship
the product of our present schools an

~~allacaa P

And what of these products ? The Professor
says:i—

« Every clever man who has gone to a public
School and to Oxford or Cambridge worships
the system which has taken from him his
spiritual birth-right, his individuality, his
initiative, his originality, his commonsense, his
power to think for himself—yes, I may say his
belief in himself. He has become too much
like a sheep ready to follow the bell wether ;
he is 2 man who has greatly lost his soul.”

Of the English Public School as an eda-
cational institution Professor Perry says:—
« English people know the ‘worthlessness of the
ublic school system in the mental training of
the average boy. This worthless system
continues because in some occult way it scems
to have a connection with something of real
importance, public school form. There is
really no connection. Tt is in itself a splendid
thing. The public school boy is trained in
self-possession, modesty, . cleanliness, truthful-
ness and courage. At school his health in
body and morals is important. He learns to
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is exceedingly ignorant; he neither reads nor
writes, and he has little reasoning: power
except what his sports have developed.” This
form is essentially aristocratic. . Itcis’ based
on supericrity of position, birth or caste,........
...By prig, I mean a man who cannot get out-
side convention and so cannot exercise his
OWN COMIMONSENSE,......ssese.1tS strength lies in
.convention and habit and the belief that poor
people are not men but a lower kind of
animal who may be pitied as we pity a suffer-
ing dog. Such pity can never raise the
people or reform abuses.”

Refering to the boarding School and the
hostel as panacea for educational ills, the
Professor remarks :—“It is one of the great
advantages of poverty that children go tg day-
schools and - they keep in touch with home.
fife

The Indian Social Reformer calls pointed
attention to the prevailing tendency in India
and says: ‘Indian educationists will do well
to consider any such schemes in the light of
the observations of the President of the Edu-
cational Section of the British Association
quoted above,

.. 'TuE HoME 18 THE GOAL AND CENTRE OF
TRUE EQUCATION.

The home, indeed is the goal and centre of

Professor Perry’s educational scheme,  The

time is coming”, he said, “when a child’s
own father and mother will have much more
knowledge and wisdom than they have now,
and they will refuse to give up to others the
doing of their highest duties. It is at present
not sufficiently reognised that the most impor-
tant duty of the parents is the educatign of
their children.”™. He protests against the use
of the word ‘‘character” for public school
Jorm, because “ characler comes from home
life, not from school life, which indeed, is
rather antagonistic to character.” He atta-
ches great importance to the early formation
of the habit of reading. “ Any boy whatever
will become fond of reading if the people
about him are fond of reading, I state this
as a fact which I have investigated. A boy
who is fond of reading gets later on to know
the value of books and the use of books. and
he will go on educating himself until he dies.”

“A PICTURE OF HOME-LIFE.”
("'HOME:—THE GOAL AND CENTRE OF TRUE EDUCATION,”) &
Father, Mother, Child and Teacher.
The Beginning of Home-Education.
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THE HOME AS THE GOAL AND CENTRE
OF TRUE EDUCATION.

From Professor John Perry's Presidential Adadress fo the
Educational Section of the British Association.
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THE POTENTIAL AND REMOTE ORIGIN
‘OF THE WAR.

know even his daughter only by her photo-
graph in a colonel's uniform. And as with his
own children, so all the youth of his empire

“Your referance to German militarism brings «were broughtup "—Extract from Mr.eChurch’s

up in my mind thé conviction that this war
began potentially 25 years ago, when Emperor
William IT ascended the throne, declared him-
self Supreme War Lord, and proceeded to pre-
pare his nation for war. His own children
were raised from their boyhood to consider
themselves soldiers, and to look forward to a
destiny of Slaughter: and here in America we
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Reply. Vide “‘Vivekachintamani War Number"
(January issue): ““ American Verdict on the
War.” '

The photographs represent the Kaiser’s
only daughter as a Death’s Hussar in her colo-
nel’s Uniform, and his daughter-in-law gThe

German Crown Princess) as a Dragoon in
Colonel’s Un:form.
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AN ETHNOLOGICAL MAP OF AUSTRIA-
" HUNGARY.
THE “RAMSHAKLE EMPIKRE”’ THE RUSSIANS
ARF’ Y TEARING LIMB FROM LIMB.”

%Russians have shed their blood for Servian
independence many a time, Servia is 2 mem-
ber of her family, and she cannot see Servia
maltreated. Austria knew that. Germany
knew that, and Germany turned to Russia
and said: ‘‘Here I insist that you shall stand
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by with your arms folded whilst Austria is
strangling to death your little brother.”” -

The Russian Slav gave the only answer that
becomes a man. He turned to Austria and
said: —

"“You lay hands on that little fellow and I
will tezr your ramashackle Empire limb from
limb.”— Eatract from The Great War  Speech of
Mr. Lloyd George, the Claneellor of the Exchequer,
at Queen’s Hall.
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THE " VIVEKACHINTAMANI ” WAR NUMBER,—
With the last issue to hand ‘‘the Vivekachinta-
maniWar number ’being “ A Houshold Narrative
of Contending Folks in the Great War of 1914”
issued in three monthly parts during November,
December and January comes to a close. The
current edition having been exhausted we are
promised a re-issue of the three .parts in one,
which can be had by those who register their
names for Ruree one annas two by V. P. P.
There are a number of apt illustrations with
three maps, the one showing the Western
Theatre of War in France and Belgium,
the other showing the Eastern Theatre of War
around Warsaw and the third showing the ex-
ploits of the illfated ‘Emden’ that was destroyed
on the 9th November.—The Hindu, 16-2-15.

“ The style and matter contained in the
Magzine would be useful to the teachers in
Board’s Schools both toimprove their language
as well as general knowledge”.—Recommenda-
tion of the Sub-Assistant Inspector of Schools, .
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A NEEDLESS ALARM IN'SOCIAL
"LEGISLATION.

THE POST-PUBERTY MARRIAGE BILL.

. THE INDIAN MOTHERS' VIEW OF IT.

The Indian Social Reformer of 20th Decem-
ber, referring to the statement that in all
post-puberty marriages which have taken:
place in the Madras Presidency, the fact of
. their being so was concealed, says, that the
statement ‘‘is hardly correct,” and continues
as follows:—* The statistics which we gave in
our leading article in the last issue, are conclu-
sive on the point. Even where there has been
concealment, it has been one in which all the
parties concerned have acquiesced,showing that
the moral sense of the community sees no
objection to such a marriage. It hasbeena
“concealment’ which concealed nothing., Any
one who is at all acquainted with the habits of
the: ordinary Hindu household; will under-
stand this.”

Referring to Sir T. Muthuswamy Iyer’s
Judgment which the Hon'ble Mr. Sastriar has
quoted, the Reformer quotes an extended ex-
tract from the same Judgment taken from an
article from the pen of Mr. K. 8. Ramaswamy
Shastri, B.A., B.L., and says:—'‘After reading
this extract, one cannot but  say that quoting

“ETRmIBT QYUILIT & B (HEGT v,
“wBwS aSourap wCFTHT”’
CuesnaZry Cuppaiaes AL Tgnwb.
“uind” andg
Qewdnd s Seruen sawu Quugr
Su serw, o, e, Wallarew #revFHuri

the high authority of Sir T- Muthuswamy
Iyer in the way in which Mr. Srinivasa Shas-
triar has done, is bardly fair. Mr. V. Krishna-
swami Iyer whom Mr. Shastriar himself quotes
said: “Itis certain that no court ¢f law can
now declare invalid any marriage which takes
place after the puberty of the bride in the
highest Hindu caste.” Sir Sankaran Nair’s
authority is also doubted.

After quoting such an authority, we think
we can let the views of the Indian Mother
who spoke freely after reading and disculsing
Mzr. Shastriar’s own article in Tamil at a
mothers’ meeting, go forth to the public in its
unmutilated form. We ask for the indulgence
of the Hon’ble Mr. Shastriar and the Hon'ble
Judges of the High Court whose names bave
been dragged in the controversy, for the humo-
rous directness and pliin speaking which
characterise the Indian Mothers’ views which
we have been at some pains to collect and
reproduce in the original from in which they
were given expression to.

[Since the above was written a High Court
Judge has given proof of his conviction of the
legality of post puberty marriages by actually
allowing his son to marry the bride of his choice -

puberty. ] .
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THE MADRAS SOCIETY FOR THE
PROTECTION OF CHILDREN.

As we go to press, we are favoured with an

exceedingly touching letter addressed to the’

Honorary Secretary of the Social Service
Branch of the Ananda Mission by the Honorary
Secretary of the Madras Society for the
Protection of ‘Children.

He bas kindly sent us three copies of the
last annual report of the Society appealing
to allinterested in tlie potential wealth of child-
life to help the Society in their highly import-
ant work of saving innocent children from
degradation and shame.Children are the greatest
of all national assets and every case of child-life
saved from degradation is full of possibilities
to national life which no one can calculate.
Let those who choose become “more and more
calculatmg as men and less and less efficient
in the discharge of theic onerous responsibili-
ties as parents, citizens and trustees of the
future. The real workers and labourers in the
‘Vineyard’ are always few: but they labour well
and what they sow with the sweat of their
brow, the-nation will reap in abundance.
“Iwork because my Father works” is the
saying and justification of the work of the
greatest saviour of the world and that is and
ought to be the motto of all who are engaged
in Social Service in spirit and in truth which is
one of ‘ Samashli Sevai”—the worship of the
All in the service of humanity. “I should
consider myself- and the Society fortunate if
I can enlist your co-operation in our work.”
We commend this appeal to the young souls
that are engaged or ar: preparing themselves
to engage in' Social Service in the spirit of
Samashii-Sevai.
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