“CHILDREN HAVE A STRONGER DESIRE FOR FIRST PRINCIFLES
THAN MOST PEOPLE SUPPOSE.”

“Give me not O God, that blind, fool faith in my friend that sees no evil where evil is, but give me, O God,
: that sublime belief that seeing evil I yet have faith.”
* Seek Truth wherewer you can find il,"" But, “Make your choice and stick to it til} you reaclthe End.”

svsdub ai5—SPEAK THE TRUTH. -

‘HitcH YOuR WAGON To A STAR,”

“ To THINE OWN SELF BE TRUE.”

SyTCadr : 9 CuriS : pu ssens.]

[God is Love : Knowledge is Power : dum
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« CHILDREN HAYE A STRONGER DESIRE FOR FIRST PRINCIPLES
THAN MOST PEOPLE SUPPOSE."”

PHILOSOPHY FOR PARENTS.

WHY “ A CHILD COMES TO US WITH HIS
INCESSANT ¢ WHY #*

Y Children have a sivonger desive for first princi-
ples than most people suppose. That is a natural
desire of the human mind, which is often so
much thwarted and disappointed by life that
they lose it as they grow older and come to
think of it as a mere childish folly. Every
one is born a philosopher, as every one is
born an artist : but because philosophy is a
pompous word, we suppose it to be only the
concern of experts. Thus when a child comes
1o us with his incessant * Why 2’ we put him off
with vague answers or none at all. We are not
philosophers ourselves, and we see no reason
‘why he should be ome. And yet weare

philosophers, if, only we know it ; we have ﬁr:st ;
principles, conscious or unconscious, and if they
are unconscious they are likely to be danger-
ously accidental. There are many people who
suppose that religion can take the place of»
philosophy for them and for their children.
But there is philosophy in all religion, and if it
is bad philosophy it spoils the religion. Thus
if a child is told that he must be good so that
he may go to Heaven, he is taught a falsehood
about the nature of goodness. Itis xmposmble
to be good so that you may go to Heaven. 'A
man can only be good for the sake of being

.good : and if he tries to be good for any other

reason he is not’good at all,
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WORK FOR WORK'’S SAKE: “THE PHILOSOPHY
OF THE SPIRIT.”

‘A childis justas well able to understand
that he must be good for the sake of being good
as anyone else is. If the spirit exists in human
beings the philosophy of the spirit can be
understood by them ; and the philosophy of the
spirit is that spiritual activities, whether moral,
intellectnal, or sthetic, are to be pursued for
their own sake. If pursued for any other reason
they are not spiritual activities. So one puts it
in general and philosophical terms for parents ;
but they can, if they understand and believe it,
put it more simply, and particularly to their
children. They can tell them that their main
object in life should be to be good for the sake
of goodness, to discover the truth for the sake
of the truth, and to do their workas well as
they can for the sake of doingit well. This
teaching, of course, can be given a religious
form ; indeed, without it religion is either a
meaningless myth or a meaningless set of rules,
as life itself is a meaningless struggle to go on
living. There is nothing in education so important
as to convince a child that life has meaning and
absolute values ; and this can only be done by
means of that philosophy of the spirit which we
have tried to express in the simplest terms.

THE DUTY OF PARENTS : “LIFE HAS A
MEANING AND ABSOLUTE VALUES.”

“The parent may be convinced that there is no
such thing as the spirit, in which case he will
teach his child that moralily is enlightened self-
interest and that thg child’s desire to find a
meaning in life is a mere relic of superstition.
But many parents who do not believe this, who
do believe in the spirit, are yet unable to teach
the philosophy of the spirit, because they have
never grasped it and are not even aware of the
need to grasp it. Often, indeed, they hold
particular opinions that are contrary toit. They
may believe that men should be good for the
sake of goodness; they may be aware of the
moral activities of the spirit, but not of its
intellectual and zesthetic activities. At leastthey
suppose that these are only subsidiary to its
moral activities. But a child in whom the
intellectual and zesthetic activities are naturally
strong resents a merely moral teaching ; feels,
indeed, that there is something immoral in it.
It is the spivitin him which tells him that those
activilies should be pursued for their own sake, and
not for moral reasons. life which is merely
moral seems to him meaningless and without
values, as, indeed, it is ; and the result may be

~that he will revolt against morals altogether,

Such revolts are common insthe young, and

they are usually the results of a bad philosophy,

or of no philosophy at all, in their teachers.”

A “REVOLUTION IN THE CONCEPTION OF
EDUCATION."”

“There has been two chief reasons why public
education in England has reaehed a stage
when a drastic revolution is necessary if the
nation is to renew and magnify its imperial life
after this war. . « . The conclusion
of the Napoleonic wars found England practi-
cally illiterate and yet in a position to control
the trade of the world. : How was
she to exercise that control when her people,
her workers almost without exception, were
uneducated and untrained. There is no -more
saddening story in the history of economigs
than the record of the way in which England
played her part in the new industrial age. . .

“EDUCATION A BIOLOGICAL PROCESS.”
The Education Act of 1870 and
compulsory education were an expedient to
meet the most terrible social situation that
any nation had had to face. It was a poor
expedient, but it at least secured the prepara-
tory elements of educational progress for practi-
cally all children. This conception has
been one of the chief reasons why we are faced
with our present problem. So long as the
central Educational authority thinks in the ter-
ms of the Education Act of 1870 and the policy
of which that Act was the crown, so long will
educational, and therefore natidnal progress will
be impossible. The second reason why a
revolution is necessary is the conception of the
scope of education held by the education
authorities. The country cannot escape from
the limitations imposed by the educational ideas
that are enshrined in the Acts of 1870 and 1876
until ‘it has learnt to think of education not
merely as a means for conveying to the masses
of the people a certain minimum measure of
book-learning, but as a biological process for
supplying to every child the outfit for life. We need
a revolulion in the conceplion of education in its
relation to the life of the people and we need
machinery that will make the new conception
operative. S
CHILDREN DOOMED TO LIFE-LONG FAILURE.”

We have to-day two million children between
the ages of twelve and seventeen years who are
passing or have passed through the educational
machine and are dcomed to life-long failure. It
is the principle that is wrong. No modification
of the primary ideal can save the situation.
Whether it stands alone or is supplemented by
extensions representing other ideals it has failed
to supply the children of the nation with an out-
fit for life.—The Times Educational Supplemenis

-~
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THE GOAL TO BE KEPT IN VIEW,

“ The goal of all true secondary ieaching, is that
training of the mind and personalily in concentra-
tion, aleriness, individuality, precision, taste, which
resulls in the assimilation of knowledge and the
formation of character. The classical training is
but one of a hundred ways of achieving the
same end, but in the hands of a skilled teacher
it is a valuable way, for it brings' the scholar’s
mind into direct contact with the genius of the
great writers of great ages. But, nevertheless, it
is the teacher, not the way, that really matters. If
the scholar has mastered his tools in the way of
a thorough knowledge of reading, writing, and
arithmetic and has been trained in discipline,
then when the secondary teacher takes him or
her in hand the goal will be reached, whatever
the way chosen may be, and the way can be
varied to suit both the capacity and the possible
future of the child. Mr. Mathew Arnold, in an
interesting passage, declares that—

* The idea of a general, liberal training, is to
carry us to a knowledge of ourselves and the
world. We are called to this knowledge by
special aptitudes which are born with us; the
grand thing in teaching is to have faith that
some aptitudes of this kind every one has. This
one’s special aptitudes are for knowing men—
the study of the humanities ; that one’s special
aptitudes are for knowing the world—the study
of nature. The circle of knowledge compre-
hends both, and we should all have some notion,
at any rate, of the whole circle of knowledge.”

The following remarkable passage is also
from Mr. Arnold :—*"If secondary instruction
were organized on a great and regular scale, if
it were a national concern . . . . . . its
greatest boon to the off-spring of these classes
would be its giving .them great, honourable,
public institutions for their nurture—institu-
tions conveying to the spirit, at the time of life
when the spirit is most penetrable, the salutary

influences of greatness, honour, and nationality—
influences which expand the soul, liberalize the
mind, dignify the character.”

Dr. Monroe, a great American Educational
Thinker declares that in America “there isa
dawning perception that secondary education
must become universal first as a matter of
expediency in securing social service and
efficiency and then as a ma ter of necessity as
political, economic and social problems become
urgent.”—The Times' Educational Supplement.

1915—1916.
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“THE GOAL TO BE KEPT IN VIEW."
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THE VICEROY ON EDUCATIONAL
EFFICIENCY.

His Excellency Lord Hardinge, the Viceroy,
in opening the Punjab Veterinary College at
Lahore on December 10th, made a speech in
which he referred to the efficiency of education
imparted in the Vernacular in the following
indubitable language :—

I have been particularly interested to learn
that the main course of studies is conducted in
the Vernacular, while English is the language
of the post-graduate course. There is more

than one school of thought as to whether the
medium of instruction in our higher educa-
tional institutions should be English or the
Vernacular but I think few will be found to
question the wisdom of the policy adopted
here, for many of those, who are most fitted by
their home surroundings for a useful Veterinary
career have neither the time nor theinclination
to become versed in Western Culture and it is
hardly open to question that it must be easier
for them to imbibe 2 knowledge of Veterinary
science when imparted in their own tongue
than if it swas complicated by the mysteries of a
foreign language. On the other band post-gra-
duate studies necessitate the study ot a wider
range of Literature and there are obvious rea-
sons for their being conducted in English.””
£ ]
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'YEHICLE OF TEACHING.
SIR RABINDRA NATH TAGORE'S ADDRESS.

Calcutta, Dec. 11.—Last evening (Dec. 10th)
Sir Rabindra Nath Tagore addressed a crowded
meeting at the Rammohun Library Hall, the
subject of the discourse being' the “Vehicle of
Teaching,” He began by a reference ‘to the
system of education thgy have been used to,
and remarked that they had something still
wanting. They felt ihey were not in their own
clement as their own longue was not the medium
of education. In order to uplift the country,
education must be spread more liberally;
and in order to render it popular; it.must .
be rendered cheaper and easy of attainment.
The speaker could not conceive why the doors
to higher education should be shut against
those who were mnot so fortunate or opulent as
J0 acquire proficiency in the English, language.
People should learn English asthe language
of the State and for hundreds of other reasons,
but at the sacred altar of learning the verna-
cular-knowing mgn was no criminal or a Sudra.
He knew as a teacher that there were students
who were naturally wanting in language.
They experienced the greatest difficulties in
the higher classes and it was no wondér why
cramming occupied the place of real learning.
He suggested that the Calcutta University in
its teaching branch should have a vernacular
section in which education should be given
in the Bengali. Let it be only a humble begin-
ning and in the course of time it will force
itself upon the University and claim its due
position as a_vehicle of teaching. There,was
no doubt a difficulty of books in the vernacular,
but once the University recognised the verna-
culars as even an optional medium of education,
books would be forthcoming. There was a
time, Sir Rabindra remarked, when English
educated Bengalis neglected their own mother-
tongue, but times had changed; they felt pride
in their vernacular and he trusted -his proposi-
tion would net be inopportune. With these
remarks he placed the question before the
country for the® serious consideration of educa-
tional leaders. , A: discussion followed and
with svitable remarks from the President, Dr.

« Brajendranath Seal, thie meeting terminated.—

(By wire.)—New India.
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