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~ « K Household Narrative of Contending Folks in the Great War of 191%."
INTRODUCTION. e :

[By H.O.D. Harding, Esq., I. C. S. 7 :
Some twenty years ago I came across the “ Viveka Chintamani” and its author, Mr.
- C. V. Swaminatha Iyer and I was then much struck with the excellence of the magazine and
its power for spreading knowledge and awakening interest in things outside the ordinary
routine among the Tamil people. Most people have intelligence but too many do not let it
work outside the common places of daily life—which is why progress is so slow. The Diffu-

sion of Knowledge Agency had and still has ample scope for work, and now that twenty years:
i" still going strong ; and while my son is grown up

aare passed I find the “ Viveka Chintamant i | son
and gone to take his part in the War, [ find my old friend’s son working with: his father and

in these special War-numbers spreading knowledge of the war, its causes and rights and
wrongs and of the peoples engaged, among all who can read Tamil. There is much room for
such a book, for millions in the country have never even heard of the nations engaged, and
either by accident or intention the wildest rumours have gone about the country. Some
people who bave not uaderstood the personal character revealed by German “ frightfulness ”
as it is called, have even hoped for 2 German Government to replace the British in India because,
they believe that the Germans would levy no taxes, but distribute inams all round and that as
Germans know Sanskrit, no one need learn English any more but Sanskrit may become the.
language of India from Himalays to Cape Commorin. These ideas_ shovq the extraordinary
folly that exists where knowledge is not diffused. Even the most pious king of ancient India
could not givean inam to the most pious Brahmin of the day unless he first collected taxes

from other people. And although a few German and “also English Professors have studied

Sanskrit it is not exactly the language of Germany any more than of England, or for that
matter India either.
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“THE MEANING CF UNIVERSITY LIFE.”
(Farewell Address by H. E. the Viceroy.)

“As this is the last occasion upon Wwhich
I shall have the honour of presiding as your
Chanceller at Convocation I would like to
address a few words to the students of the
University. I have myself been a student at
the University of Cambride for a spell of
81 years, and, although Ican recall periods
of what seemed to me then hard work and

unwelcome drudgery, I now look back upon
that time with grateful enthusiasm as some of
the happiest years of my life. 1 am aware
that my tutor was a little disappointed with me
and the results of my examination ; still it is
not by the results of examination that one is
truly able to gauge whether a young man has
profited or not by bis residence in the Univer-
sity. Nor can it be said that the standard of
education of a student and his utility in after-
life depend upon his knowledge in some special
- subject that he is able to assimilate in his br.in
for the time being. Still what Ilearn't and
what I veritably believe to be even more valu-
able for practical life in this world was the
power of concenlration and  assimilalion,
and these are qualities that each and every
student should assiduously cultivate for himself
and that no tulor, however gifled, can feach.
I feel that I have here made a personal
digression but what I wish to say a few words
about to you to-day is the meaning of Univer-
sity life and the part that you students should
play init. In the modern State one of the
chief objects of those who are responsible for
its good Governmeat should be the encouragde-
ent of the moral and inlelleciual development
of the people: The natural channel through
which such progress should be safely obtained
is through its educational establishments such

as universities and schools. The primary
schools are the lowest of such institutions and
are intended to educate and raise the people
of the soil, while the secondary schools, to
which a comparatively limited number proceed
are utilised for the development of education
and examination of knowledge amongst a
class of people who, as useful members of the
common-wealth, are in a position to exercise
a beneficial influence on their surroundings
and of those who have not had the privilege
of enjoying similar advantages. But it is from
the Universities that we hope and expect to
find those pioneers of higher intellectual thou-

ght and reason who not only contribute to the -
knowledge of the world but also impress upon

the Stale the individualily of their views and the
refining influence of their higher aspirations. In

this sense the University plays a very import-

ant partin the State, since it is indisputable

that with but a few exception those who rise

to the highest positions in the public and

intellectual life of the nation are those who

have passed through the portals of the

University and have thereby acquired not

merely academic knowledge but a widers
ontlook upon life together with @ more

penelrating insight inio the ways and character

of men. It isthe higher and more intelligent

life of the Universtty thatshould be the train-

ing ground of the nation's most distinguished

sons, whether in public life or in the highest
intellectual pursuits.

Thus it is in accordance with the duty of the
State, and an act of patriotism in all those
concerned, to maintain the Universities at the
highest possible level of intellectual efficiency,
and in so doing they may rest assured that
with the course of time men of the highest
talent and intelfect will emerge and that their

sefforts will not have been in vain.”--H. E. Lord
Hardinge atl the Convocation of (the Calcuita
University. ;
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“THE GOAL OF LEARNING,” AND ‘ THE
NEED OF INDIA.” -

‘* At the Caloutta University Convocation.”
“ afl5 GluwrevaPuepn” “@) 5 Sunaller
Q@ samauib.”

“The pathis hard and stony and it is only
by incessant toil and strenuous efforts that the
goal of learning can be reached. Itisnot in
the backwaters of the University life but in the
fuall stream of mental activity and intellectual
conpetition prodaced by contact with greater
minds thit the cultivation of the intellect can
be perfected. The:e are opportunities which
present themselves during your University
career. To reap the full beneft of yonr residen-
ce at the University you must strive for
concentration in your ideas and assiduity in
your studies. At the same time there is plenty
of room for enjoyment and toil brings ‘with it
its own reward, its own pleasures and happiness.
Those who aim at reaching the highest plane
wust live. accordingly and must look for their
pleasures and enjoyment in the llghter side
of intellectual research.

Do not forget that the night cometh when
no man can work. So also with character,
without which learning is of no avail to secure
success in life. The precepts -and principles
of character can only be inculcated from
earliest childhood and cannot be taught, though
they May be inspired by mnoble cxamples. As
was said recently by a great English statesman,
you cannot have a class of character or a class
of morals, but you can imbue individuals with
the tone and atmosphere of your Universities
and your Professors. Itis character in eombi-
nation with learning that makes a man the
man of whom the Slale needs so many, and
Jor whom ihe demand is unfortunataly Jar
greater than the supply. Man is as he made
himself; man will be as he makes himself. It is
true that external circumstances may influence
the development of a man. Nevertheless his
ultimate formation depends largely upon
himself and in his daily life his determining

~ his own future and what sort of man - he shall

be. The highest code of ethics and chivalry
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‘% As we go to press, we find the
following has been placed at our disposal :—
The Secretary to Government of Madras in
the Legislative Department, has written to the
Honorary Secretary to the Social Service
Branch of the Ananda Mission, acknowledg-
ing receipt of his letter forwarding the Feb-
ruary issue of the ¢ Viveka Chintamani,” con
* taining articles on the Post-Puberty Marriage
ﬁﬂa with the intimation that it  will receive
due attention,”

“ SOCIAL SERVICE COLUMN.”
“ Fioaply QFenal ant Fesrio.”
THE MADRAS SOCIAL SERVICE LEAGUE.
By the Boy-Secretary of “The Children's Day” Movement,
Gaet %1 Slneklg Gaemay eUNZFEY) SHELD.
't We are all babies of the world in this sort of work

though we may be young or old in age.”—Mrs. White-
head, President of the Madras Social Service League.

OUR MOTTO+~LIVE IN “HOPE,” WorK IN “FAITH” &
REALISE IN “LOVE.”

“This is my prayer to Thee, My Lord,—
“Strike, strike at the root of penury in my heart.

“Give me the strength lightly to bear my joys and sor-
rows,

“Give me the strength to make my love fruitful in service.

“Give me the strength never to disown the poor or bend
my knees before insolent might,

“Give me the sirength to raise my mind high above
daily trifles,

“And Give me the strength to surrender my strength fo
Thy Will with Love.”—Gitanjali.

—From the V. C. Children’s Record Number.
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A HOUSEHOLD NARRATIVE OF .
'~ CONTENDING FOLKS

IN THE GREAT WAROF 1914~ _
WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY e
H. 0. D. HARDING, Esg, LG8,

~"Re-issued on behalf of the Social Setvice
Branch of the Ananda Mission.

Price Re. 1-2 by Y. P. P.

THE MANAGERS,
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