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« . The “Children’s Day” Movement in India.

INAUGURATED BY THEIR EXCELLENCIES

LioRD AND LADpY HARDINGE.

“The celebration of a “Children's Day” throughout India
on the occasion of my birthday was the result of a sugges-
tion which Lady Hardinge and I both thought to be
admirable, and we haye both tried to express our heartfelt
thanks to the innumerable people who devoted so much
time and trouble and money to making that celebration a
success and a really happy day for children.”

—H. B, Lord Hardinge at Patna.
An Address to School Children.
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A WELCOME BY SCGHOOL CHILDP.EN. L

“Wi have received a cop# of the address which was
placed bafore the' Viceroy on lehalf of the children of this
city along with a * picture-presentment” of the same. It
was originally intended to allow a limited number of child-
ren to the Banqueting Hall so that they ‘muy offer their
welcome along with others; but later on, it seems to have
been: found ont that no space was availablé for thechildren
in the Hall itself. It was than their intention to assemble
the childrenin a sufficiently large number”*somewhere on
the route from the Railway Station,” but even  this ‘arra-

ngement was given up af the eleventh Lour, much to the

disappointment of the non-official: gentlemen who = had
worked' hard on behalf of the children community. This
decision of the authorities is to be keenly regretted especi-
ally in view of the interest which Their Excellencies Lord
and Lady Hardinge have been known to take in the
welfare of the Indian children. We hope to publish to-
morrow the descriptive note of the picture-presentment
prepared by Mr. Swaminatha Iyer and submitted to
H. B. the Viceroy through the Private Secretary to the
tovernor."—Zhe Madras Standard, 26th November, 1913.
SOCIAL SERVICE OR SAMASHTI-SHEVAL

My, C, V. Swaminatha Aiyar, Honorary Secretary,
Social Seryice Branch of the Ananda Mission, has written
to tho English Dailics, including the Pioneer, as follows:—
#Mr. Asquith, the Prime Minister of England, speaking
at a demonstration held in London on behalf of the
Cavendish Club, is reported to have defined Social Servie
as *nothing but a recognition of the claim whick the com-
munity has on its members who have had what is ealled a
liberal education and who possess any available surplus

e
either of maans or of leisare.”  The Indian conception of
social service or Samashti-Shevai as it is called according
to the ancient ideal of education, is. far more: comprehen-
sive and the duty imposed is far more imperative. For
with the Indian it is not merely “a recognition of the claim
which the community has on its members ', but an asser-
tion of a spiritual fact which every soul is bound to realise
as a means of Salvation. Hence the name “Shevai-sadan’
or Salyation through Social Service. Social Servlce: is an
imperative necessity imposed on every student of Social-

‘life.  You cannot rightly comprehend basic principles of

complex Social-life witlout going through the experience
of Samshti-shevai which is far more comprehensive than
merely giving one's available surplus of means ov of leisure
to Bociety as a recognition of the community’s claim on its
members. It is rather a curing of the ‘penury of heart',
a means of salvation (Sadana) for the individual soul to
realise the Oneness of its relation. with the Uniyersal Sonl,
through the common collective life of the community. In
this sense it is an imperative duty on every indiyidual soul
and the only means for realising ‘‘the One Great Fact
of Life” which is “Continnity”. The inauguration of the
“Children’s Day” Movement in India, has opened’wide the
gates of Social Serviece and the Children’s Movement now
manifest is the result of it.” As the Educational Review
rightly remarks, the Movement is every thing in the study
of public life and the men count for nothing eéxcept as re-
presenting that movement. When *the current that knows
its way” fidds itself moving or set in’ motion by a power
which is higher than itself,it knows how to shape its eourse
and create the means for achieving the end which it has in,
view.”
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