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Copy of the Visitors’® Book,

sy o ¢ I bad the good ~fortune to have
fdharsa.n at this holy shirne to day with
| my family. A very large of pllgrims
{ had gathered for the Krithigai Somavaram
- Sange Abishekam festivel today. I wasg

delighted to find that the management
¢ spared no paing to arrange for convenlent
dharsan for all., The ingtitution has
i'{’.gevery appearance of being well maintained

i not only with fgecular care? but with

: tpua bhakthi

(sd.) 8. Venkateswaran,



: Dharmapura.m Adhinam §
Ma.ta.laya. Deva.laya. Religious Propaganda Centre
Velur Devasthana Iraipani Mantram
-Second Anniversary = Lhrran

(Bpeech Sri 8. Ramaswamy Naidu Former 'Ms‘yor of M.(rg“)
‘ 141155 ‘

On behalf of His Holiness Sri la Sri Subramania Desika
Gnanasambandha Paramacharya Swamigal and of the Samays.
Prachara Nilayam of the Dharmapuram Adhinem, I deem it
my greatest fortune to welcome you, Sir, the President of
Indis, and the distinguished audience to our Second
Anniversary. S

As the Head of our Republic, as an embodiment of
culture, and character, and as a life-long friend of the
Father of the Nation. you, Sir, can bless and guide our
activities with appropriate authority. We shall ever remember,
“with grateful joy, your kindness in participating in this
function. :

The Dharmapuram Adhinam was founded over 400
years ago by St. Gurugnanasambandhar, who was & staunch
advocate of Saiva Siddhanta Philosophy, The Math has
been consinuously serving the cause of learning and piety by
running temples, where worship is conducted according $o
the Agamas and Saiva Siddhanta Philosophy. Their editions
and publications of Tamil Classics, their patronage of
Tamil and Sanskrit studies ha.ve contributed not a little %o
the gmwth of learning.

 They have evinced great interest in Harijan welfare.
besides putting up a building for Maternity Hospital, running
Hindu Orphanage and rendering such other social amd
medical help. ; : :
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- Their main activiy was religious teaching, and this was
during the past cenfturies confined to the country-side in
| and around Taajore District. But recently, there was s strong
feeling that a Centre for Religious Propaganda would be
= ogtusaful,m the City of Madras. Hence this Nilayam was

% in 1953 and was inaugurated by our beloved Raml

 *" Since then it has been doing a variety of services to this
- meighbourhood Wwith the active cooperation of the good people
. of Thisgasayanagar. The Tamil Hymns are not only sung
| in the traditional style, but the art also is being systematically
- kanght fo youngsters. Weekly meetings and frequent special
| leleb¥ations draw interested audience to the study and
appreciation of the principles and artistic achievements of
Saivam. Buf, discourses on Sankara iand other Saints and
Philosephers aze also frequently arranged and are equally
pepular. Io fact, the religion that is propagated here is faz
frtom sectarian and appeals fo all Asthikas. Broad-minded
cathelieity in the approach fo the spirit has been traditional in
. this ancient land of ours and Saiva Siddhanta which holds
~ that all creatures are bound by love to the one Lerd is ne
~ exception.

‘Once again, I have great pleasiire in we!commg you, Sir,

© #6'this Nilagsm and i# réquesting you o give your words of
~ dvice.



Speech

Dr. Sri Rajendra Prasad
(President of India.)

141155

I consider it & great fortune for me to be present this
evening with you all and to participate in the Bhajan which
has just been sung here and in the room adjoining. In Indis,
we are passing through a stage of transition. Al old values
and old ideas are more or Iess in the melting pot and new
things and new ideas and new conceptions are also equally
in the melting pot. We have to niake our choice whether we
shall stick to our old ways, as far as possible, of conréh
adapting themn and adjusting them to modern conditions or
we shall give up what is ours and adopt whab is nof ours
- and thus go into wilderness for ages That is the choice
before us. And to every thinking person, it shounld nof
be a difficult choice to' make and to vote in favonr of preserv-
ing the best that we have, and adopting the best that we can
_ get from others, There is' a line in Tulasidos which says
Do not accept anything and do not give up anything withont
clearly understanding it and examiming 1t’’; that is exactly
what we have to do at the present moment.

Very often our approach to many questions is fo dub
- them as unscientifiec. . Many of our ideas are simply cast |
agide, because they are considered by some people to' be
unseientific. I do not know, if there is anything more
umscienific than to accept or reject a thing without examin-
img it.. And we are at the present moment more or less in &
mood to reject many things without understanding them,
without caring to study them, and to accept other things in
$heir place without at the same time examining or ander-
standing them. That I consider to be a stage of transition

Y
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;md hera 1t s that mailtuémns hke the one, in the actlvmes
i of which we are takmg part this evemng. can help us in
mukmg our chmce.

&

S Oqz forefathers were wise in establishing such institus
_ tions and in placlng in their hands, facilities and resources,
with the help of which they could not only keep up oar
 traditional knewledge and our traditional culture, but also in
~ course of fime go on adapting them according o experiences
freshly gained. And if there is any society in the world, it is
{ the Indian society which through ages and centuries has
_been able to adapt itself to changing conditions, withont
giving up its fundamental position. And that is why after so
many thousands of years, we still exist, whereas many other,
nations and civilisations which had their time are no ‘longer
in existence and some knowledge about them can be gathered
i and gleaned from only books and other records available
fo-day. This is a great heritage which we in India have and
we would be foolish to throw away that heritage, at any
-~ rate, without examining if fully. I have, therefore, pleaded
more than once that there is a great deal in our culture, in
- our religion and in our mode of life which requires to be
studied and to be preaerved and propagafed also.

To-day we are, of course, earried away by a current and
~ we are trying to adapt this physically, bringing them from
- obher countries and establishing them in our midst. We are
- not able t0 see that many of those things which look so
- noble and splendid, have not lasted long enough, have not
been tested by time, have not had the opportunity of being
buffetted by the world during long periods and surviving
those buffets. In our country, we have things which have
~ sood the test of time and the test of experience, and which
- bave still maintained us. Why should we give them up?
‘Why should we not try to understand them and adapt them

- %o modern conditions or rather adapt modern conditions #0
-
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B our own 1deas as far ag possible a cannob beheve that it is

_ not possible, because i in the past we have successfully done
that, times without number. =~ Whereas in politics and
administration we have suffered, we have been defeated. we
have had our misfortunes,and after every fall,we héve been able
to rise; and that shows that there is life, which does not give
way only to misfortune, but which can stand the misfortunes,
and which can defy such misfortunes. T would therefore humbly :
suggest to all well wichers of the country to give a thought
to those spiritual values which have been at the basis of our
life and culture through centuries and ages, (hear, hear) and
in so doing, we shall be doing only what is the minimum that
can be expected of us not only by ourse]ves but also by the
world.

At best, we can only. be successful imitators of the West.
We cannot have anything original to contribute to what they
in the West possessed and what they invented. Buf - we
have something which is absolutely original so far as they
are concerned;and I am quite sure in my mind that the world
needs what we have got and what the rest of . the world has
«not got at present. It is that which we have to preserve and
develop- and present  in a form which would be easily
intelligible to the modern world and which the modern world
can understand and accept. This is a greaf 1-esponmbﬂ|isy~
which is devolved on us after independence,

Undounbtedly it is correct to say that you cannot have
big and high ideas with an empty stomach. So we are doing
our best to fill our stomachs. But what I say is, that we.
should not be content with filling our stomachs and starving |

- our mind and spirif. We should also try to fill the mind
with noble thoughts and develop that kind of spiritual and
moral force which has enabled us even in our difficulties- to
‘reach the stage which we have so far reached. It is really
astonishing how soon after Gandhiji’s death we have forgotten
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m of the thmgs, which appeared to us to be absolntely
-and open and almost self-evident while he was living.
Itis ieaﬂy astonishing how those things, which appeared to

. us tobe self-evident, now appear to us to require proof ‘and

| even appear to be wrong in many matters. ~What was the

mndamental thing which Gandhiji said. Of course, he often
| spoke about the improvement of the economic condition of
ﬁgpgpple, ahout the removal of hunger and disease. All

- these he has not ignored or was indifferent. Infact, hedid hi§

. best t0 temove these, but at the same time, he built the

' fghole thing upon the solid foundation of the spirit and

| morals. This foundation we are not able to see to-dey, but

;".ﬁ we build upon it we shall be able to build greatly and
"‘ltrongly in fatore.

Therefore, when I was asked to come to this institution

- this evening I accepted the invitation with pleasure, becauge,
I felt that I would be able to draw some inspiration from
lmmtuhons like this and fhat inspiration is needed by all

i of us, moie 50 by men like me, who can, T believe influence
 ofhers also to some extent by what he learnt from such
' matliutlona I am therefore here to thank the Swamiji and
the organisers of this institution. I hope with their blessings
and with their prayers, great work which lies ahead of the
t;onntry will be carried out to a successful frnition. (cheers)
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