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Number 27.—Its Mystic Meaning,
“QmLiS SRy’ — s STEILITHET.
“ouripalibad evnguih

“There are some commemorative days of the Church which
should obliterate all differences of creed, because the obser-
vanee of them turns our minds towands truth which we
all used to remember, but which we are apt, among the
absorbing tifles of onr daily life, to forget. One of these
is Christmas Day, the day of common regoicing ; another
is Good Friday, the day sacred to unworldliness, the eay
of common mourning for the wonst error the world has
ever committed. It commemorates the extreme of defeat
and ignominy and pain, and in doing so remiuds us of that
doetrine which, threatened by the passing heresies peculiar
to each successive age, has been handed down from genera-
tion to generation of saints and heroes : the doctrine that
suceess in this world is not the test of life; and only whén
men despise it are they most divine and free from the sla-
very of material things. 1t is casy enousl to give a gencral

assent to the doctrine, but most difficult to make conduct

and judgment conform to it in any particular case, For.
the worldly success which the saints and heroes despise is
not only the vulgar suceess of wealth and' power, They
have a purpose and standard which makes them indiffe-
rent €0 the mere Judgment of the world : they have a con-
stancy wiiich is not shaken even when they are condemned
as eyil-doers by the appointed Judges of the people. Ihat
the crncifixion is symbolical is, indeed, profoundly true s
and the lapsc of ages has not made the symbolism obsolete,
even for those who ave not. Christians. T'he Cross once a
symbol of shame and now a symhol of glory, proves how
easy it is for the world to reverse its judgment after the
event, how diffiult is vight judement at the moment.—
Zhe (London) Limes on Goud Eriday.
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0 Strength of God, slow art thou and still, ;

* Yet failest never.
On them that worship the ruthless will,
On them fhat dream, doth His Judgments wait,

-~ Dreams of the prondman, ma.kmg’ great,
And greater ey
Things which are,not of Gm "— Buripedes (quoted dy
The 1um,)

% l ieekananda. ¥ o

The worship of the ‘ruthless will' is only the,worship of
success disguised with a new philosophical or scientific
jargon.. When Euripedes denounced it ‘then ther® wa
no long tradition or experience of the true fgith to support
him, nor was there any universal symbol of it to which“ he
could appeal. All the ages which have passed since’ he
wrote the  Bacchae ” have at least achieved this, we have
the Cross to warn us against every new form of the worship.
of success, and the recurrence of Good Friday to remind
us that what was once the symbol of shame to all the
world is now its chief symbol ot Glory "—ZThe Times
(London).
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