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Extracts from the Visitors' Book of
Srl Panchanathlswaraswaml Temple,
Tlruvalyaru Tanjore Taluk & Dlstrlct

: 1 had the bupreme fortune of v131t1ng o ﬂﬂfﬁt-
-Rﬁ'a gegraaieat: Sri Dharmambasamedha Panchapa-
geswara this morning. The very Darsan induces
~ peace of mind and bliss. The temple is very well
kept and the energy and initiative of the temple
. gtaff are plainly reflected in the excellent up-keep
- and splendid maintenance. 1 am really happy to
bave visited this high class temple. :

(Sd) G.R. THOTHADRI,

Asst. Hxaminer of Liocal Fund Accounts, -
Tiruchirapalli.
29—4—54,

: To-day I had .the pr1v1lege of havmg the
Dha.rsm of Sri Panchanathiswaraswami. I can
only - say that everything is “Excellent” and in
partioular the Thevaram songs*sung by the students
is still ringing in my ears. Dharmapuram Adhinam
and its Adhinakarthar should be congratulated for
maintaining this ancient temple so nicely. I am
greatful to the temple Thambiran and his staff
for the nice arrangements they have made.

(Sd) N. P. SHESHADRI,
5—b5—>54. -
‘Camp: Thiruvaiyara.
(General Secretary, National Cultural Orga,msatlon
=0 - s to temples.).
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Speech delivered at the

International Congress
of

World Fellowship of Faiths

(D. V. Rajan, Calcutta.)
24 —1—1954.

My salutations to Jagat Guru the Chairman, and thanks
to the organisers and other members of this Congress for
allowing me this rare privilege to address the World through
such a distinguished audience. ' -

: The subject given to me is Saivaism, a Vbranch" of
‘Hindu, followed, if I am right, by the majority of Hindus
who accept Liord Siva as their presiding deity.

The formless, all pervading, onnipotent and omniscient
God, has been given several names by different religions and
such names are qualitative. Similar is the name Siva derived
from Bivam, which means well being, peace and bliss.. If is
the privilege and duty of every embodied soul te’ work for
the attainmant of this happiness by disentangling itself from
the allurements and distractions of life, which are the causes
of sorrow and suffering. Diverse though be the colours of
the cows, the colour, taste and benefit of their milk is
uniform. Fven of such a nature is the uniformity in the
fundamentals of all faiths with their superficial differences
in names and forms.

I can boldly claim Saivaism to be a universal religion
for in the eighth sutra of Sivagnana Siddhiyar a treatise on
Saivaism, it ia stated “That is the true Religion, Postulate
and book, which not conflicting with this or that, has
everything within its own fclds”. All these are comprised
‘in the Salvagamas,
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Then elsewhere in the same work, while explaining the
various stages of one's Evolution it is said *‘One follows the
_alien religions, then enters the orthodox fold and plods
~ through the paths of Smritis, Asramas, and their duties and
 after practising Charya, Kriya and Yoga, be reaches the feef
of Siva by means of Gnana. HEvery one must at ome time
or other, either-in the present life or in the past, must have
passed through these various phases of thought and action.”’
So you now see that Baivaism is broad in its conception.
There is no reference in Saivaite literature to Religious
{olemnce, and this is due to the fact that this faith is based
@fire]y on the spirit to which we refer when using the word

“tfolerance’s

Now ladies and gentlemen, & few words on Saiva
~ Siddhanta, the doctrine of the orthodox fold of the followers
of Tiord Siva, mostly residing in South India.

This Siddhanta recognises three fundamentals, Pathi
(G od) Pasu (Soul) and Pasam (Maya). The soul by its very
[ natoie is enveloped by Anavam (ego), Maya (illu:ion) and
Karma (deeds) which veil the real nature of the soul and
produces in it, illusory enjoyments, bondage and the capacity
for experience. These Malas, as they are. called, are only
the defects and not the qualities of the gsoul. Karma is the
material cause (mutal Karanam) causing immediate pleasures

and pains and therefore called the cause of Bhoga.

Maya is the cause of bondege and as the instrumental
{tnnai) cause, causes body, senses etc. To enable the soul to
enjoy pleasures and pains. :

Anava is the cause of Bhokfritva and as the efficient
{Nimitta) cause induces all these for its own removal. :

This Anava is much more immediate to the soul ag the
bran in rice and Maya like the husk is useful in removing
the bran in pounding.
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 Baiva Siddhanta considers the Soul and Maya a8 begin-
ingless and endless as the Liord Himself and God's crestion
in Biddhanta is therefore limited to His creating the worlds, 7
‘the bodies and environments only according to the varying

desires and needs of the souls just as the potter shapes his -
wares to suit the tastes and needs of the customers.

Maya is the clay or material caase of the Divine potter.

His power the instrumental cause and Himgelf the efficient
Cauge. 7

Out of infinite mercy for the souls * weltering in sin and
#orrow He wills to save the souls from their migery, and so
He sets about this creation to afford opportunities to the
souls which by themselves are incapable of finding out ﬂi‘g‘a
means for enjoyment and thus reaping the fruits of their
Karma or actions. : =

Souls are grouped into three categories - Vignanakalar
Pralayakalar and Sakalar. They have respectively attached
to them Anava, Anava and Karna, Anava, Karma and Maya.
‘To the first two classes the Supreme shows Himself in
‘Niradhana condition and removes their malas by His
Baktinipadas of Tivara and Tivarataram.

To the Sakalas to which group all of us belong He
appears in the form of Gurn or Master, when their malas had
become balanced and removes their sins by means of the four
kinds of Saktinipada - the descending of His grace or
divine light (Mandatara, Manda, Tivara and Tivaratara).

This Siddhanta has preecribed four paths for realisation.
The Sanmargs, Sahamarga, Satputramarga and Dasamarga.
These are also called Gnana, Yoga; Kriya and Charya padas
or paths. C e

Dasamarga is the path of _serviée. Washing and
‘cleaning of temples, lighting them, obeying the commands of,
devotees atc. - '
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> Satputramarga. ig the path of Worshlpplng the symbols
of God, w1th;ﬂowers, dupa (incense), dipa (light) ete.

Of the puja ingredients the sandal represents Vairagya,

‘ﬂowers external virtues, dupa or incense the pride to be
‘sacrificed at His feet, dipa, the light one’s intellingence,

water contentedness and food one's egoism.

Sahamarga is the ashtanga yoga marga with its Yama.
Niyama, Asana, Pranayama, Pratyakara Dharna Dhyana and

Samadhi.

Sanmarga is the process of assimilation of the essence
of Vedas, Puranas and the scriptures of other religions and
finally rating all these knowledge as low and holding to the
truth of Tripadartha, finding the path of reaching Siva

“and realising the mnon-distinction of Gnatru, Gnana and

Gneya

In attaining realisation the help and guidance of &
Master is considered to be & necessity. This no doubt finds
universal acceptance in all faiths. It is said the Supreme
Himself will appear as Guru to the souls in a condition fit to
receive His Garce and will convert His disciples into Hia
form by means of touch, thought or sight as a fowl, tortoise
or fish hatchesits eggs. After obtaining the Master's grace
‘the soul’s knowledge or wisdom gets enlightened.

This enlightenment develops in three stages. The Paga
Gnana, the first stage, consists of the Knowledge of the
Vedas, Sastras and similar religious scrlptures and the
thlrtymx Tattvas.

Pasu Gmana the second gtage is the knowledge of the
goul when it realises that if is above thege tattvas.

Pathignana is the third and the last stage which consiste
p the soul identifying ifself with the Liord forgetting its own
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individuality, as water mlxed in milk or rivers flown mto
 the gea.

"The process of identification with the Supreme ls
described in ten different ateps as follows :-

1. First stage is to know the forms of the 86 Tattvas
or realities from earth onwards. Thisis Tattva -
Rupa,

2. Becond stage is understanding thaf each Tattva is
inert and can only act with the aid of external force.
“This is Tattva - Darsan, :

8. Third stage is the soul getting himself detached from
these Tattvas through the Liord’s grace. ‘This is
Tattva - Suddhi.

4. Fourth stage is feeling himself an intelligent being
after separating from the Tattvas.  This ig Atma -
Rupa,

5. Fifth stage is the soul’s realisation of his dependence
on the Almighty’s will, This is Atma - Darsan

6. Sixth stage isin the soul losing himself in truth
and becoming that. This is called Atma - Suddhi.

7. Beventh stage is the souls knowing that God would
be pleased to take him to His side as he has now
freed himself from the Indryas. This is Siva - Rupa,

8. Kighth stage is the understanding of the soul that it
cannot exist without God’s Grace. ‘This is Siva =
Darsan. :

9. Ninth stage is the soul identifying himself with thé
Liord. This is Siva - Yoga.

10. The last stage is reached when the soul is landed
in bliss. This is Siva - Bhoga.




o1 Now'ladies and gdntlemani this is a brief outii’n;é‘ of
- Salva Slddhantha. : et

' Before con¢luding 1 would draw one or two comparisons
between this faith and Christianity.

' The highest injunction in Saiva Siddhanta is to stand
“gtill, do God’s bidding and become one with Him. So long
as there is the play of hls own egoism the superlor light
scannob cast on him.

"4

Slmxlarly Christ gays ‘‘Abide in me”. It is a soul silent
into God that is the preparation for knowing Jesus and for
‘Holding fast the blessings He bestows. He can do His work
‘perfectly only when bhyou] ceases from its work.

Seint Tirumular, a Saivaite gaint says:-

= Oh ye fools! who attempt to speck of the unspeakable
" Can you find the limits of the limitless deep?
‘To him who atbains rest as the waveless sea,

Well the Liord of the Braided Hair manifest Himself.

< Herein lies the fundamental unity in the teachings in
the scripbuves of the Hast & West. A proper understanding
of these fundamentals will no doubt cement the solidarity of
the Fel]owshlp of World Faiths.

Aparb from their spiritual importance the works on
Saiva Siddhanta and the mystic poetry of Saivaite saints have
‘& special literary value. The terseness of Sivagnana Bodham,
the illustrations of Sivagnana Siddhiar, the Iyric beauties of
Thevaram and Thiravachagam, the epic grandeur of Peria-
puranam end the rhythmic and: subtle exposition of the
philosophy in ‘Kandar Kalivenba’ have endeared Tamil
hterature to forexgn savants and lovers of phllosophy

m' ‘Sivam! Santit
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