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SRI GURUGNANASAMBANDAR.

[By R. Ramachandran, Journalist Tirucadaiyur. ]

In the early 16-th century, there arose in a respectable
Karkatha Vellala family at Srivilliputhur, a boy named
Gnanasambandam. His parents Sri Subramania Pillai and
Srimathi Meenakshi Ammal were great devotees of Siva.
They gave their son Gnanasambandam a liberal education
embracing all subjects inclading religion. Even in his early
stage the boy showed remarkable traits of character and
shot—up prominently in the world.

One day when the boy was aboat 16 years old, his parents
started on a pilgrimage with him to Madurai to fulfil a vow
to their family deity Sri Chockanatha. - They happened to
stay there for some time; and when they started back to home
their son showed signs of hesitation to follow them. He stood
between filial affection and high devotion to Sri Chockanathar,
and he was over powered by the latter. His parents themselves
being great devotees, allowed their son to have his own way
overcoming their parental affection.

At Maduarai, he was spending his whole time in the
worship of Sri Chockanathar, taking his bath in the Portra-
marai tank and finishing his daily rituals (<o _rerbiser)
on its bank. As usual when he had been to his bath his
attention was unusually drawn towards the manner in
which devotees were performing their puja. Their concent-
rated and all-absorbing manner kindled a desire in him to
overreach them in their devotion. Immediately he thought
of nothing else except to run and pray before Sri Chockanatha
for early attainment of his object. He went before Sri
Chockanatha and prayed that he mxghb be shown his grace
in this respect.
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The prayer met with success. Sri Chockanathar showed
hig grace by informing him in his dream that he would find a
Sivalingam (8Bri Chockanatha) in a certain place of the Por-
tramaral tank, and he could take it and perferm puja as he
desired. The dream naturally made him sleepless, and he
awaited the dawn of day anxiously. His anxiety could nof
make him wait for the day break. In the early hours of the
morning and even before twilight commenced, he went to the
tank and found the Sivalingam in a box on the particular
spot. He took it and went directly to the shrine of Sri
Chockanatha and prayed that he might be blessed with a
Guru, who would initiate him in Gnanaopodesam and in the
worship of Sivalinga. This prayar also was granted. He
was directed to go to Guru Sri Gnanaprakasa Desigar af
Tiravarar. He (Sri Chockanatha) did not stop with that,
He appeared before Sri Gnanaprakasa Desigar at Tiruvarur
also and informed him of this matter on the same night.

Sri Gnanasambandar started for Tiruvarur where his
Gura Sri Gnanapragasa Desigar was also eagerly awaibing
the arrival of his disciple. On reaching Tirnvaranr Sri
Gnanasambandar’s eagerness to see his guru became stronger
and he first went to the temple of Sri Thiyagaraja and offered
his worship. The nearer the moment came the greater was
his anxiety to see his guru. He made the customary round
of the inner precincts of the temple with a searching and
apxious look for his guru. He finally reached Sri Dakshana-
murthy temple in Sidtheeswatam where to his great joy he
found his gura -and lost himself in great ecstasy. Both of
them were able to understand each other quickly by the
power of intuition. He was immediately initiated in Gnanopa-
desam and in the worship of Sivalinga.

From that moment forward, Gnanasambandar became
his disciple at Tiruvarur and followed his path strictly. Gura
Sri Gnanaprakasa Desigar used to visit Sri Thiyagaraja
temple every day and used to stay there for worship of
midnight puja with all his disciples. It so happened: one d
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that when they started returning home, the torch-bearer
was not available, Sri Gnanasambandar rushed to assume
that role with pride. On reaching the front of his house,
he (Gnanaprakasa Desigar) asked the torch bearer (his disciple
Sri Gnanasambandar) that he might stay there, and he went
~ inside. As a true disciple, and in obedience to the command, Sri
Gnanasambandar stood the rest of the night in the street with
torch in hand. During that period there was a heavy downpour
of rain. That rain did not fall to a distance of a few yards
around Sri Gnanasambandar. As usual Guru Bri Gnana-
pragasa Desigar’s wife came out in the early morning to clean
the house front. She saw the disciple standing with the torch
in hand and also freed from being drenched by rain. She was
struck with wonder and immediately went inside to inform
her husband of this. He came out and saw with his own
eyes not only this but also that the water flowing in the
_street had shown a similar margin in his case by being away
for a few yards surrounding him. He embraced him with
‘both hands and explained to him that he had become
eminently fit and deserving to be a guru himself. He farther
made him understand that he had freed him from the
digcipleship and declared that inasmuch as he had become
& guru, he might go wherever he liked and initiate those fif
persone who go to him for Gnanaopadesam and strive after
preserving Saiva religion and saiva philosophy. While
submibfing himself to hiy command he (Sri Gurn Gnana-
sambandar) made a pithy reply in a stanza which meant:-
‘Just as & bullock is not consulted to determine the
quantity of luggage for carriage; so also shall I remain
situated with regard to the body I possess,”

However, the separation was not a welcome feature in hig
case; on the other hand his great desire was to remain always
with his guru till the soul finds time to separate itself in its
natural course, But the things were not ordained to remain
80. Guru Sri Gnanaprakasa Desigar expressed his feelings -
and desire in a most endearing terms as follow:- “I really
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appreciate your commendable attitude in all respects. You
have been an ideal disciple right through. But ifis high
time that you should assume an independent role, for which
I desire that you should go and find your abode at Dharma-
puram which is 20 miles from here.and lies on the bank of
Cauvery. There is a big forest full of Vilva (afeeuwsmser )
tirees, *wherein you will find a temple called Sri Dharmapu-
riswarar and Abayambikai, which was worshipped by god of
death (wwgrwor) and sage Agastya’-

In obedience to the command of his gura he started
immediately for Dharmapuram visiting the pilgrim centres
on the way. Reaching Dharmapuram he found an abode
(2@riwotb) for him on the western side of the temple. There
he wag guiding those, who came in contact with him in the
ways of gnanam and trying to make them fit for initiation in
Gnanaopadesam. He also wrote several books.

"@m@un’&efﬁﬁtﬂ,gpg@ dFFwid ,@:ﬁugn‘gg@urQ)
SFST L SjEalew, Garm_.sfamnru T s Q;L_a;w

The affairs of the temple were then managed by the
disciples of sage Agastya. The superior qualities of Sri Gnana-
sambandar attracted their notice. They found in him a
proper substitute for them. The temple and its properties
were then handed over to him for their upkeep and manage-
ment by him daring his life time and by his nominee after
him. To aid the progress of affairs, they taught Sri Guru
Gnanasambandar the secrets of Alchemic Science also.
Sri Guru Gnanasambandar accepted the gift and began fo
conduct the affairs in a deserving manner to be praised by
all. The temple buildings were.renovated and the festivals
were celebrated with great eclat.

On one fine morning Sri Gnanasambandar started on a
pilgrimage to Chidambaram to worship Sri Nataraja. There
he stayed in that thousand pillared hall (uirésre
woawr_Lib ) absorbed himself in perfect Gnana Yoga both day
and night. The Yoga gained its purpose quickly. In
appreciation of his devotion and Bakthi, Sri Nataraja sent
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his blessings through his consort Sivakami. He felt immense
joy for the graciousness shown to him and returned to
Dharmapuram. There by his gracious look he was able to
convert the inherent nature of animals slso. During his time
the wild animals in the forest were living with domestic

animals like members of the same family sheddlng their
hatred and enmity. : ;

He was struck by the power of intuition, that his last
days in the mundane world were approaching. He arranged
“for the construction of a permanent resfing place for hig
body underneath the shrine of Gnanapuriswarar. Disciple
Bri Anandaparavass was initiated to be his successor and
invested with the entire charge of the Adhinam. His
lasi words of command to his successor were as follow:—
“You are directed to remain in my place initiating Gnanaopa-
desam to the deserving followers, fo offer daily worship to
| Sri Chockanathar, and to strive after the preservatlon of Siva
' temples and the religion of Saivaism in this country”. He
them entered into his Samathi and disappeared.

2. Sri Ananadaparavasa Desikar

When the anmouncement was madeby Sri Gnana-
sambandar that Sri Anandaparavasa Desikar would succeed
him, he did not reply. In fact, he did not know how to
frame & reply. The school of discipline in which he was
brought up, and the high reverence in which he held his
guru had sealed his lips. At that time he was at the zenith of
Sivagnana anubavam. In hig case the attainment of Gnana
Yoga Samathi was too rapid. Without: knowing what he
- was doing he moved in the direction where his gurn had
gone. He prostrated before the Samadhi and stood wor-
shipping his garu for some time. Then he went towards
the west from the SBamadhi to a distance of a few yards and
there he sfood facing the east. Whence he began to offer his
worship concentrating his. mind entirely on the top most
- point of his Gura Samadhi and became absorbed in great

: gnana yoga.
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