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A short report on the Akhanda Pooja held during‘the.

consecration of the temple-

The Vidyalaya is mainly an educational institution.
It has within it a residential High School, a Teachers,
Training College, a Basic Training School, a School of
Hngineering, a Rural Service Centre and other institutions.

The true aim of education is to develop the best in man.

Nothing helps this more than the proper understanding and
application of religion, The best contributions of the human
mind have been through devotion to God. Our best architec-
fture is in our temples, mosques and churches. Our greatest
heights in music, art and painting have been attained in the
human effort to reach the Divine. Meditation, prayer and
cultivation of a true fellow feeling are the essence of religion.
- It is with this end in view that we have been contemplating

in the last few years to build a Shrine and Prayer Hall to

accommodate all the various sections of the Vidyalaya. have
* been built.

&

The real value of a temple is the sublime spirit that it
must inspire. The great Shrines in the various parts of our
counfry, like Kashi, Rameswaram, Madura and Sri Rangam
whose origins date back to very ancient fimes have become
hallowed by the devotion of millions of people in the course
of many centuries. By God's grace, the temple in the
Vidyalaya should also become & centre of purity, higher life
and inspiration to all the people who live around it and come
within its circle of influence. It must be a living torch of

Light and Faith. Only deep devuiion, unselfish love and

constant prayer can ensure this quality in the temple. It is
b}

i



in ghm gpirit of faith and hope that an Akhanda Pocja, viz.,
» qontmaom wozrship day and night for six days, was organized
= Im oonnechon with the connecratlon of the temple.

‘The Akhanda Pooja began on the Sth December 1952,
the 100th birthday of the Holy Mother. Vastu Pooja began
at4-15, early in the morning. The picture of Sri Guru
' Maharaj was brought in procession from the old Shrine and
placed in front of the new Shrine. The usual morning
arati began after Vastu Pooja, at 6-15. From that moment,
worship continued uninterruptedly till 6-30 P. M. on the
18th evening, the birthday of Shri Swami Shivanandaji, one
of the prominent disciples of the Master,

~ The Akhanda Pooja consisted of two parts, one consisting
of Pat, Parayanam, Bhajan, Chanting of the Vedas, Upa-
mahads Thevaram, Prabhandam, Thiruppukazh,; Arulpa,
eic. The various sections of the Vidyalaya were organized
mto 11 Bhajan p&rtzes. five parties in the High S8chool, iwo
from the Basic Training School, one from the Basic Shool, one
from the Middle School and two from the Teachers' College, of
which one was composed of christian friends who sang Christian
bhymns. The whole period of time between the 8th morning
till the 13th evening was+divided into periods of half-an-hour
or one hour each leaving sometime for the usual pujas and
prayers in the mornings and eveningsand for Homam on the
10th apd the 13th. A detailed programme was prepared
specifying the various ifems in the programme each day and
the fime for each of them. And these, in regular succession,
kept the devotions going through out day and night for all
the six days. For Veda Chanting, learned pandits came from
LCoimbatore; the head of the Chanfing party in Srirangam
temple came to chant Prabhandam, the Dharmapuram Mutt,
well known for fheir work in furtheramce of Saivam very
.kmily sent §wo of their best men o chané Thevaram. Shri
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Tirupathy from Madaura Arul Jothi an&yam and ﬂn
Meenakshisundaram Adigal came fto chant Arulpa, Brr o
Murugadas Adigal chanted beautifully Tiruppukazh and
other devotional songs. Bome of our Bwamis chanted Gita,

the eleven Bhajan parties in the Vidyalaya took part in tum
in singing Bhajans. The Nama Sangirthan Bhajan Party
from Madhurai performed their inspiring devotional Bhajans,
Thus, through out day and night, these devotions continued.

~

The other part of the Akhanda Pooja was Archanas.
It was found on observation that to sing a thousand
and eight names of the Lord took about 40 minutes.
The hole time between the 8th morning and the 13th
evening was divided into 40 minutes each leaving time
for arati in the mornings and evenings, Parties of foo
each from amongst staff and students in  the various
sections of the Vidyalaya was arranged for domg archanas.
Archanas were on Shiva, Vishnu, Subramania and mother
in her varios aspects according to the desires of the people
doing it. All the various sets of people came eagerly day
and night to do their Archanas. 188 parties of two people
each were thus arranged beforehand.

Four Akhanda Pooja Programme Executives, were
appointed to lookafter thes working of fthe Akhanda
Pooja, six.hours each in a day of 24 hours, of which
three hours was in the day and three hours in the
night. Two students helped each of them in their work,
S0 that the various people may come and do their archanas
in the allotted time.

Eight seats were arranged for Archanas in front of the'
‘Shrine where people could sit and do their Archanas quietly.
As days went on, many men and woman, some from
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: md long distances came with great devotion to take part
E ’m the Archanas. The eight seats became insufficient
| and four more were aided in the last few days and these
* were full in the mornings and evenings. The 188 parties
| of two who did Archanas, should have Trepeated .the
| pames of the Lord 1008 times each which comes to
8,79,008. It may be safely presumed that the devotees
- from out-side the Vidyalaya would have done a similar
amount of Archanas, which will mean that the name of
the Liord has been repeated over 7,50,000 times in the
course of the Akhanda Pooja. The Akhanda Pooja came
“to a close at 6-30 P. M. on the 13th December 1952,
with the chanting of the Vedas and the singing of Kirthanas
in Nathaswaram by the famous artist, Vidwan Sri.

Veeruswami Pillai.

The devdtions went on uninterruptedly all the time
without any break any where, either in the Pats and the
~ Parayanams or in the Archanas. Hundreds of men and
women from many far off places had come to take
part in this devotion bringing offerings of flowers, fruits
and candys. 22 members of our order, 18 Sadhus and four
Bramacharis were present on the occasion and took part
in the various items.

In these six days, the 10th December and the 13th
December were important, the tenth being the day on
_ which the Prathista of -the new picture of Sri Guru Mahara]
in the new Shrine was done by Sri Swami Yatiswaranandaji
and the 13th being Sri Swami Sivazandaji’s Birthday,
On both these days, there were elaborate Poojas, offerings
and Homams. Pushpanjali was done by the many hundreds
‘of people present. On these -six days, there was a deep
 gpiritual fervour present amongst the people and the
whole thing was done with great devotion.
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The public celebration on the 14th went off also very
successfully. A record number of people aftended this year-
Nearly eight thousand Dharidra Narayans werefed, The
Vidyalaya flag was hoisted by Sri N. M. R. Subbaraman.
Swami Kailasanandaji presided. Srimati Rukmani Ammal
and Sri C. Rajagopalachariar spoke on the message of the
Holy Mother and Sri Gura Maharaj. About 15 thousand
people attended the meeting.

A Cultural and Educational Ehibition was also arranged
for the occasion which was opened by Dr. Sir K, 8. Krishnan.
The Exhibition was beautfifully conceived. A pictorial
representation of the History of religious thought in India
from ancient to the modern times was a special feature of
this year's Exhibition. Admission was by ticket on a payment
of one anna and over four thousand peoples saw the
Exhibition. The function reached its climax with the
delectable music in Nathaswaram by Vidwan Sri Veeruswamy
Pillai. ;

Special trains and special buses ran as usual. It has been
calculated that over twentyfive thousand peoples had
participated in the function this year. v
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