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SRI VAISHNAVA SIDDHANTA SABHA, MADRAS.

The Sixth Annual Conference.
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS.

The Hon'ble Justice K. Srinivasa Iyengar, B. A.,B. L, rose
amidst loud applause and delivered the following interesting, instructive

and inspiring address :—

Gentlemen,—I accepted the task of opening this Conference with
considerable difidence and if I had knowa that T would have to face this
learned andience I would certainly have declined the offer to enable you -
to select one more learned than myself, more worthy than myself to

address you on this oceasion.

T have to begin with an apology for addressing you in English;
for it has g0 come to pass that your Finglish educated person has had
time to forget his Vernacnlar and ¢ould not manage & speech even on the
simplest or the most intimate and vital subject without a large admixture
of foreign words so as to make his language unrecognisable. I was told
by Mr. Vasudeva Chariar that your proceedings were always conducted in
Tamil and I therein espied a loophole of escape from the task imposed on
me; but he gave me liberty to speak in English.

Onr great religious literature isin unspoken -Sangkrit and even

 after our great-hearted Acharyas began to teach us in our Vernacular, so

that all may understand, we have not cared to cultivate even that. To an

ordinary cultured person, our Tamil Literature is as much a sealed book
as the classical Sanskrit, ]

Time was, and that not long since, when the so-called educated
person fed with she marvels of the 19th century science was willing to
brash aside as silly’ superstition the precions thoughts of the great teas
ohers; the great seers who gave out great traths.  Fortunately all that s
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changing. We cannot so easily get rid of our precious heritage. There
1s now a genuine desire on our part to know and nuderstand cur religious
literature and those of us who are educated in Western scientific methods
are beginning to appreciate the nmd logic and the brilliant mtelleclual
quality of that literature.

According to us every act and every thought is and must be a
preparation for a higher spiritual life and the least that we can do is to
sit humbly at the feet of those who are able to teach us, and learn. There
is a certain amount of impatience at the tiaditional method of teaching
but it must be rememberéd that human speech and language is but a
poor medium to express spiritual truths. Nothing can be more beautiful
than the relation of Guru or Acharya te the pupil or Sishya as concei-
ved in our religions literatare; and if we think that a considerable
number of pretended gurus arve cheats or ignorant impostres, if we will
only search for them, we will not find much difficulty in finding men of
real knowledge and sanctity of life willing and able to impart thatknow-
ledge or give us the training necessary for further progress. It is there-
fore necessary that the Western educated man and the Pandit learned
in traditional knowledge shonld come into contact with each other; and
without & close and careful cultigation of Vernacular so as to make the
ordinary speech of the cultured person capable of expressing the highest
thonghts and withouta much more general spread of Saunskrit the
contact is neither possible nor useful. It is here that the wealthy Mutts
scattered all over the Presidency can be of great service.

I have no desire to trouble you with the origin of these Mutts but
those of you who want information will find it in the classical Judgment
of Siv T. Muthuswamy Iyer, one of the greatest lawyers this province
produced and a most pious Brahmin. These mutts were “endowed with
large properties to enable the heads to impart religious instruction to
people. The mutts were Colleges for religious teaching and for the
teaching of the Sastras. Unfortunately the original purpose is mostly
forgotten and vast revenues are wasted in useless expenditure. The
reveuues, if properly utxhsed will be fonnd safficient to support several
‘Hindu Uuiversities. :

Public sentiment and the character of the heads who were pious
‘ascetios were in former times found sufficient to ensure the proper
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administration of these valuable properties; but I am afraid nowadays
they do not afford sufficient safegnards and the tendeney is to look npon
them as the private property of the heads. It is interesting to note that
recently the Privy Couneil characterised these mutts as publm trusts as,
in fact, we always considered them to be.

Though a very large portion of the income of the temples is
needed for the worship, in some of the 1oted temples at least a very con=
siderable sum can be released for the teaching of the Agamas so that the
Archakas and other wm-shippers' in temples may realise the use of the
temples as a source of spiritual joy and development, There has been a
tendency on the part of some the English educated people, die no doubt
to the undisguised contempt in w hich the so-called worship of the idols
is held by foreign thinkers, to condemn such worship, at any rate to
imagine that such worship was not intended to snch superior persons as
themselves. It need scarcely be pointed ont that we do not worship fihe
stone, the wood or the brick aud mm-'tal', but the spirituzal idea or ideal
behind. It must be remembered that the great Alwavs, the passionate
devotees of God have fonnd grace within the Holy of Holies of these
temples and have been divinely inspired. I fondly believe that holy
thoughts are equally subject to the laws of conservation of energy and
may perhaps linger to inspire one out of the countless millions who go to
the temple for worship. 1f perchance they enable you for a few minutes

_in a day to lift yourself above the petty worries, anxieties and hopes of
things earthly, to contemplate of things which almost all mankind agree
to think is higher, you have no right to neglect them. It seems to me
that after all it is veally ignovance which makes you ashamed of temple
worship, and kuowledge of the meaning of rituals and symbals is neces-
sary before we can adequately profif by that worship. There is no
mystery about truths and there should nob be any about the most absolute
traths. There is no excuse whatever for onr ignorance; there is no
excuse whatever for any neglect of the processes which lead yon on fo
those traths, T am afraid that owing to ignorance we are fast losing
our grip of facts, and to a considerable namber who still cling on fo the
forms -of religions exercise they are nothing more than meaningless
aymbols, We cannot disguise from ourselves that as many go to a8
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temple for fun as from piety. It behoves then those who have been
educated in western methods to use these instruments of knowledge for
a critical study of our religious literature and spread that knowledge as
far as possible. It is equally their duby to see that all funds legitimately
_available for that purpose are so utilised. I cannot here omit to mention
what the Dharma Rakshauna Sabha with its handful of patrietic Hindus,
without any funds at its back, has been able to achieve in correcting
abuses in temple administration.

There is one matter in connection with our Vishnu temples which
T cannot omit. e pretend to be the followers of the great Udayavar
who was willing to forfeit his immortal soul if he can bring salvation to
the multitude without distinctioy of caste. TFor I bave heard of the
beautiful story that when he was told of the mantram which he was to
keep secret on pain of eternal hell, he proclaimed it from the hilltops for
all mankind to be saved. But yet we allow small doctrinal differences
or even pesty differences in practice to keep us asunder as ¢ Teng;,lais'
and “ Vadagalais” and we have the most unedifying disputeé a8 to the
¢ patram* and ‘mantram,’ as to who should have the fiirst teertham or
the last, or even as to who should sit beneath a particular pillar when
reciting stotrams in the presence of God. No sane man can imagine that
such things add to spirituality or to seemly worship. There is no
_galvation for persons who thiuk or say that stotrams in praise of one
Acharya or the other is blasphemous and it is about such stotrams that
most of the temple fights arose, It is an indication of the degeneracy of
the latter days which has twisted all duties info rights.

I have had a good deal to do with these litigations in the course
of which T had to study the aucient history of many of these institations.
The conclusion I have come to is that; whén temple rituals were reframed
at or after the time of the introduction of the Tamil Prabandam so as to
suib them for the common people who nnderstood only the Vernaculars,
it was thought necessary to emploj a certain number of people to recite
‘them out and pay for it as those services were considered inferior ; but it
has since gnined in prestize so much so that the office-holders claim a
“monopoly and the ordiuary worshippers attempt to get a share of the
~ office by means fair or fonl, I haye no desire to touch on the controver-
sies as to caste or the Brahmin versus non Brahmin. We in this
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Conference -are not coneerned with the fair distribution of Government
posts or the allotment: of political rights. W hat we are concerned with
is as to how to develop and progress in: the spiritual plane and that
progress.we want not merely to the Brahmins but to all castes alike.
The fabric of our society was framed for spiritual ends and nob
for accumulating wealth or even for material welfare except as a means
to that end. To achieve that supremec end, each had his duty to perform
and that duty fized his caste. There was uo guestion of superiority but
only a differentiation of funetion. There was no question of rights for
anybody but a protection in the performance of that duty fixed on
him. These duties afrer careful consideration were fixed and pres-
cribed in the Varnashrama Dharma which, if followed as prescribed, is
likeiy to lead to rigzhtzonsness. These are not cast iron laws. Some of
the rules, either owing to onr ignorance or change of circumstances may
appear arbitrary, meaningless or absurd, we have, however, no right to
summarily reject whatever does not suit our convenience or taste with- :
out an attempt to anderstand them. Some of them which at first sight
appeared to be silly have subsequently been proved to be souud. At the
same time we mustremember that these laws of conduct come down to us
from a time when Nature was neaver to us, when the world was not too
much with us, and more than all when the organic life of society was
directed towards spiritual ends. If each of us should do our duty as
prescribed, T have no doubt we shall have less of any jealous questioning
of each other’s rights. Spiritial wealth is unlimited and each can take
as much as he want=; as much as he can but only we do not know what
is good for us. Knowledge, the highest knowledge, is for all and the
more you give the more you have. ; 3 ;
Gentlemen, 1 have done. I do not like to think that this assem.
bly is merely a sectarian Conference intended tc benefit Sri Vaishnavites
alone. We have no quarrel with others. We merely want to develop in
the ways pointed out by our Acharyss. Our duty should be not merely
to meet for a few days and disperse. We shonld, as much asis in us,
spread the knowledge of Visishtadvaitic Philosopby aud religion, rescue
forgotten books from oblivion, preserve those that are likely to be lost

and enter into an active propaganda for the spread of true knowledge as
we nunderstand it, K. SRINIVASA IYENGAR,
2]
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