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«Conservative thinkers believe that the Vedas
as waves of sound can always remain in the ether
around us. And we know to-day that sound waves,
once produced, do not die or merge with one
another at all. With our perceptions more acutely
tuned by austerities, we may perhaps be in a
position to listen to those sounds distinctly. Some
of the great seers of old became aware of this
phenomenon only through the acquisition of such
super-powers and postulated the theory of the
origin of sound alone before anything else in
creation.’”’

P. E.N, Books-Tndian Liberatures-No. XII,
Sanskrit Literature by Sri K. Chandra-

sekaran and Sri V. H. Subramanya Sastri,
Page 19,
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This deity is represented in an interesting seal from Harappa
in which a tree is shown as issuing out of her womb, It is reason-
able to suppose the representation of a Goddess, which is found in
more than one tablet, as standing on a bifurcated branch of a Pipal
tree is identical with the same mother Goddess. The worshipper
in the latter case appears to bring a goat probably with a view to
sacrifice, while a number of people in a row are standing in the
lower register as if taking part in the sacrifice (Plate VI g). The
sanctity of the Pipal tree has descended to the present day, but its
association with the Mother Goddess has not continued to the
same extent. (Vide Page 33 of the Prehistoric Civilisation of the
Indus valley referred to above).
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made Christianity, the official religion of the state,
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¢“And what your FEuropean Pandits say about
the Aryans swooping down from some foreign
land, snatching away the lands of the aborigines
and settling in India by exterminating them, are
all pure nonsense, foolish talk! Strange, that our
Indian Scholars too, say Amen to them; and all
these monstrous lies are being taught to our boys!
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Q@Qaﬂbutrm su-ﬁoafrutranm-ﬁgwmp
Extracts from “Messages’.

ori P. V. Rajamannar. E5L15, Qzeirler.
23-—12—50.

I have your kind letter and I very much
appreciate the honour you have done me in invi-

ting me to inaugurate the Thiruppavai, etc.,
conference.

ari C. Rajagopalachari. New Delhs,

Not views and speeches but the combined
voices of good men and women singing the old
songs glorifying the Lord will help us onward to
walk in joy and unconcern towards death.

SRI R. RAMANATHAN CHETTIAR. Madras, 13—12—50-

I quite agree with such a unification of the
various ideals and the necessity of holding con-
ferences of the type you propose to convene.

SRI M. ANANTHASAYANAM IYENGAR. Chittoor, 286—1—51.

Many more such conferences are needed,

Sri G. P. Ramaswamy Aiyer. Madras, 23—12—50,

A Conference designed to bring about a
synthesis of the several-messages delivered to the

world by the great Saints and Seers of South
India.

Sri V. V. Srinivasa Aiyengar, 5.4, 5.1, ftadras,

. Pleased at heart to notice that this celebra-
tion appears to be non-sectarian.
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SRI T. M. NARAYANASWAMI PILLAI Madras, 26~12—350.
I am glad that the holding of the Thiruppavai
Thiruvembavai Thirumarai Aranga Conference is
going on. It will be a source of fresh inspiration
to the faltering humanity and the whole of the
Theistic world must be grateful to His Holiness
for the lead which His Holiness has been pleased
to give in this matter. I have no doubt that the
Conference will be a great success and will be
found invaluable to the people at this juncture by
giving them the much needed light, peace, happi-
ness and unity.
uh . Cs. AFHUIEIS U sdulri. Baé@ barers,
Qs eran?, 13-12-50.
worsr® csan dSssH e QapfuLer e
Quipp UsSSisErSE BSuipel.l ghTaulomer  Licor
LT e, sy P el st GTEr o ored g3 pa .
STOWTLD e @en DRI ST LTSHILIFTAG,
Sri D. Ramaswamy Ayyangar, Madras, 5—12—350.
I am praying to God and Goda that They
may be pleased to bless this very notable and lofty~
idealled Conference with complete success. May
the Conference achieve the great object, for which
Iis Holiness has been working, of bringing
together all classes of Asthikas, and in giving a
new orientation to the religious life of South India
by making people see points of agreement, and
ignore points of difference, between the schools of
vedic thought.
Sri A. VEDARATNAM M. L. A, Vedaraniam, 24—12—50
ForLLer gy gy BmQansureeasgamiureme
Pmowp gpis werir® Sempl9sp S S8,
mrevSain rirad agge @nsrone sraser Gupdercr®
Bméeh HOGu@e el Bseie Curpppeiug.
wsresr® @ahg senGlo oo QrrigFERCpeir, s6vs g
Carerer [@)LVT s @ s S peir.
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SR KANDASAMI, Quol’ @lunterusth,
29—12—50.
S8 sriger Qrapenentiir, 1160t G L]
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cran. . &5gCrear, ’ t23.—12—5p0.m
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TIRUVEMBAVAI TIRUPPAVAI
INSTITUTION DISCOVERED IN SIAM.
A DISCOURSE BY SRI SANKARACHARYA.

His Holiness Sri Sankaracharya of Kanchi Kamakoti=
pectam gave a discourse on the importance of Tiruvems-
bavai and Tiruppavai on Monday 8—12--52 at the
Dakshinamurthi Sannathi, Vallalarkoil, Mayavaram. In
the course of the discourse IHis Holiness observed as
follows i —

Books on the history of Siamese ceremonies reveal a

stariling fact that a national festival conducted by the state
in its capital from ancient times till the present day has
been designated “TRIYEMBAVAI TRIPAVAI", Ina
land which is more than 2000 miles away from our Tamil
speaking country, our Tiruvembavai Tiruppavai has given
its name to an institution which has survived through the
ages to the present times. The festival commences on the
7th day of Suklapaksha (bright Half} in the commencing
month of winter solstice, This month corresponds {0 our
Margazhi, Sri T. P, Meenakshi Sundaram Pillai, a
renowned Tamil Scholar of Madras has been doing
research in this direction and is publishing a book on this
subject,
The people of Siam to-day do not kmow what the
meaning of the word “Triyembavai Tripavai” is, nor even
that it is a Tamil name but frow the evidence of orienta-
lists it is gathered that they recite on this occasion the
words “Loripavoy”. The prevelence of this festival in
that far off land with such a combined name and in the
first month of winter solstice (Margazhi) for 10 days
ending with the day after the full moon and 5 days
afterwards suggests three important and useful points,

(1) Both the words Triyembavai and Tripavai unitedly
connote one single festival observed by the same agency;

the festival coinciding with the Ardra Darsana fe:sti‘\;;/a}l1 in
ile

which unjal tirunal or swinging festival is a_part.
in India the Ardra Dharsanam festival where Tiruvembavai

is actually recited, the festival is not called Tiruvembavai
festival, a country which had not heard even the name of
Tamil for centuries calls the festival “Triyembavai
Triupavai’’. This is a proof that in ancient times devotional
Tamil! had a strong hold on the minds of the people far
removed from its home. Moreover, that Hindu devotional
‘eulture flourished in the countries of 1ndo-China is
attested by the extant chaste Sanskrit epigraphical records
which surpass in extent and elegance the contemporary
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ones all over the world, not excepting India. (2) The
discovery of the name “Triyembavai Tripavai’® brings to
light the further fact that not only devotional Sanskrit
literature but also kindred Tamil literature had an
important place in those lands unifying Siva and Vishou in
one function. {(3) In “Triyembavai Tripavai” festival in
Siam, the swinging part of which is conducted as a national
state feslival, the powers of the person who plays the divine
role on the festival occasion is for the time being unlimited
even surpassing the powers of the monarch. That the
festival is not only conducive to a spiritual surge in the
land but also an occasion to further social, ecenomical
military and cultural development is revealed from the fact
furnished by the western chroniclars of Siamese ceremonies.

The “Triyembavai Tripavai” festival is dedicated to
Siva during the first 10 days and Vishru during the next
five. The festival closely follows our Arudhra Darsanam
festival. Siva is described as a Jovial God, a description
which fits his Ananda Nataraja aspect. The main features
of the ceremony are as follows. A high state officer is
made to impersonate Siva. He is carried in a palanguin to
the arena where the swinging takes place. FHe is received
with all honours in the North FEast Corner of the arena
(Easanyadik) and conducted to the northern side. There
he takes his seat sitting with hLis right leg touching the
ground and the left crossed over the right knees. If both
the feet touch the ground his property is confiscated. This
represents the Dakshinamoorthy aspeet of Siva. Both
Nataraja and Dakshinamoorthy face south saving devotees
from Yama and both trample under their foot Apasmara,
the cause of the lapse of enlightenment. Dakshinamoorthy
is Gnanamoorthy and Nataraja Apandamoorthy. Both
symbolise our emancipation from ignorance and delusion
and consequent perpetual suffering, through Gnana and
Ananda. A coincidence is, His Holiness observed, that the
august pose of Siva as Dakshinamoorthy which is the
centre of attraction in the Siamese Triyembavai Tripavat
is also the source of inspiration of the Tiruvembavai
anupgaval movement here at Mayavaram, The
Dakshgnamoorthy pose which is beautifully described by
Poygai Alwar in his Anthathi in the verse preceding the
famous verse, in which he asserts the oneness of Hara and
Narayana, is explained in the Sankalpa Suryodaya of
Vedanta Desika as the calm pose in the spell of rest of
Nataraja after his divine dance.
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Our Tiruvembavai Tiruppavai seen throuah

Christian Lens.
The Union Movement In Hinduism and Christianity.

Of the developments in Hinduism in South India, the
starting of a Union movementaiming at bringing together
Saivites and Vaishnavities by Sri Sankaracharya of
Kamakotipeetam stands out prominently. The_ Saivites
and Vaishnavites are like the Catholics and Proiestants.
Where they do not fight each other, they live apart, highly
immune to each other’s influence. The antagonism was the
result of Veeravaishnava and Veera Saiva movements of
the latter day. In__Mahabharata, Siva and Vishnu are
co-equal Gods, worshipped by all. From time to time,
'mevements to unite them both ivere startéd but all of them
sgemingly petered out. Here and there, we have Hari-
Hara_temples, where the idol is half Siva and half
Vishnu, sewsssisserseseesessss The _ Telugu Bharata _was
dedicated to Hariharanatha. The Sectarian millieu differs
in Chtistianity and Hinduism. AIll Christians have the
same scriptures-the Bible and all of théin worship 1€ Same
Lord fesus and one should have expected this to be solvent

of all sects. Histor proves otherwise. Creeds and
interpretations are ihe perennial sources of Christian

V

sects,...... o owe wail S san e s In_Hinduism, Siva and Vishnu
are for all practical purposes different Gods, the_seriptures
are different.” ™™ There is no common ground for ihe

#**The opinion of the Christian journal, “The Scripture
{in Hinduism) are different, There is no common ground for the
faiths” may be deemed more correctif it had added the phrase
“for all practical purposes” as it had done in the previous sentence
“in Hinduwism Siva and Vishnu are for all practical purposes
different gods”,

For, although the Sivagamas and Thevarams ar

ignored by Vaishnavites and Pancharathra and Dsivay:p?:ﬁ%{gfr{ys
b}y the gaivileds, P}o_ S Y r wars areanae in pointing to
the Vedas an heir Six Angas. often and often t i

source Of the truth of their Teligions, _Bot}?SSiI\]rgggg::zﬁ!({
Vaishnavagamas pres?&lbgf_hsj.ﬂm’_idicnmntras in their respec-
tive worships.  Had it not been for this foundation of their sclxj'i -
tural unity in Hinduism the various phases of the religion wo ?d
have cruzpbled like a house of cards long ago. Inthe hymn add e ~
sed to Gnanasambanda, the author of Ieriyapurana begins vfrietsh
Let the Vedic path flourish (Peda neri thashaithonga) and Saivam

shine with splendour and glor Saizv = »
SEKKILAR~Periyapuranam. glory  (Saivaththurai vilanga).”
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faiths. As in Christianity, so in Hinduisin, sects rify

into communities.

The approach to Union mnaturally differs- Sri
ISankaracharya is  appealing to the spirit of unity, to a

synthetic outlook of mind, which ate congenital features
'of Hinduism. He is not attempting to unify worship or

lscriptures. He appeals to the spirit ind_them, 'Lhis is

Indian genius,

In the Christian-unity mavement, the first concern

seems to be to produce a united organisation and a common
creed. The unionists in Hinduism and in Western
Christianity are cach TolloWwiiig their own national genius
and are threading back along the line of hisloric evolution.
In this connection we should not neglect what is taking
place in secular politics. We want to transcend Communa-
lism within the State and Nationalism in the World. The
line of progress, may be studied in the exertions of the
United Nations,

We think we ought to learn from each other and
benefit from each other’s success and be warned by each
other’s failures. The Hindu has to pay more attention to
organisation. The Saivite and Vaishnavite must come
t er_and worship. The spirit is too much shadowy
without the body. The Christian has to learn to appeal to
the unity in spirit in Christ. Both must learn irom the
State, which is endeavouring to struggle out of Communa-
lism and Nationalism. We wish all the Union movements,
God’s blessing and pray that all of them should fructify.
In Union lies our strength, whether in religion or in
society,

[The Pilgrim, June 1952]
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