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THE POEMS OF KAPILAR IN THE NARRINAI

Dr. A. Dakshinamurthi.
13.KURINCHI

(The confidante speaks to the heroine)

O friend whose arms are wide and comley!
Your cool eyes are strezked red;

They resemble the bloodstained darts

Just pulled out by the mil'etguards

From the wounded animal’s chest.

The green-hued flocks of parrots

Steal away the thick millet ears.

They are quite ignorant that they are
watched by the peafowls in their nests

Built on the hill where the flowers of the Venkai trees
With small fruit. are scattered on the ground
Like innumerable sparks of fire

‘When an ironsmith hammers red-hot iron.
You do not rise from your seat

And chase the parrots away.

At least do not cause damage to your beauty
By weeping in the presence of strangers.

Implied meaning :

The peacocks abiding in the nests strewn with the Venkai flowers
are watching the parrots which steal away the millet ears. But the parrots
think that the peacocks do not know their plundering. Like this, the friend
of the heroine watches the movements of the heroins

32 KURINCHI
(The confidante of the heroine s ~eaks to the heroine)

Friend,
The hills are dark like th. hue of Thirumal
And from their tops cascude down streams in hue like

12



) Balarama.
Such is the land of our lover.

You refuse to understand my truthful words

When I say that he grieves

Gretatly attracted by your charm.

Think for yourself and discuss with your near kin
And arrive at a decision.

Doubt not his sincerity. The wise cultivate friendship
After due deliberation. Once friendship is made,

It is not subject to any scrutny at all.

This verse carries a message on friendship.
This reminds one of the couplet 791 of the Thirukkural.

59.MULLAI
( The hero speaks to his charioteer during his homeward
journey)

My beloved has boundless love for me;

Her heart never ceases to think of me;

She now abides in our village

Situate in a hard-soiled woodland;

Here, a hunt=r goes ahunting

During the day time and catches

The wild lizards, digs out striped toads,

And also the winged cochineal insects

From the tall columns of White ants

And then hunts 2 hare. He makes

A bundle of all these and carriers home

On his shapely shoulders,

Only to forget everthing and sleep

After getting intoxicated with abundant toddy.

She stayed all these days

With patience, in the pasture,

Where minute Mullai buds burgeon

Alas, here grief will be acute indeed!
43



65.KURINCHI
(The confidante of the heroine speaks after having heard an augury)

Our lover is the chief of 2 montane region
Where a tusker is grievously wounded

In a fight with a tiger, in the ford

Of a silvery stream and causes

The green algae spread all over

The wild stream that flows

Eroding its banks, where the heartless hunters
Aim arrows at it, to pull out

Its beautiful tusks causiag the animal

To trumpet, like the rumbling thunder.

May the woman who lives next to our house
Taste the heavenly nectar for, she augured
The coming of our lover,

In her voice as sweet as Kidangil

(Kidangil was a beautiful town which was glorified by poet Poikaiyar)
Implied meaning:

The elephant which got wounded in the fight - The heroine
grieving of her assailing love.

The hunters shooting arrows - The village women gossipping
about the heroine.

The elephant trumpets - The heroine’s sorrow over the gossip.

The trumpet of the tusker echoes in the mountain - The news
of the heroine’s sorrow reches the ears of the hero.

77. KURINCHI
(The hero speaks to his heart)
My heart!
Malayan rode on his horse
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And besieged the alien territories
When war-drums thundered, sounded
By the lowly ones; he devastated
Many a fortress, hard to capture,

And heaved, sighs of relief.

Even like that Malayan

Who triumphed over his foes,

The joyful and tender glances

Of the eyes, fed with khol

Of our young darling

Have triumphed over us

And so we are now drawn toward her.
She has a forelap, richly adorned

With yellow spekles; her fore arms
Are bedecked with clasping

And shing bangles; these are bangles
Wrought by expert smiths using a file.
She abides in a small village

Of a few streets, where abound jack trees.
From whose brances with red stalks
Clusters of fruits whose drupes

Are seen stewn in the foreyard

Of a house where the housewife

Goes to sleep at night

Lulled by the noise of the cascading Stream.

Implied meaning:

The jack fruit is covered with the skin full of thorns. Yet it has

the sweet and juicy drupes inside. Like this, the village is full of rela-
tives who are against kinship with the heroine. Yet, it is the very same
_place which shelters his Sweetheart.

B
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