








4 SIDDHANTA  DIPIKA.
to remember that he is sending his mjte-only towards the main=~
tenance of 5iva—/eai7‘z/earyam whiclfour Journal endeavours ir{
plain words to accomplish manasa vacha hastabhyam. A greatér
merit can never exist than in serving the Lord, and it is the only
ideal worth striving after, for,sin the lonfr run, it enables us to
“find”” Him, that is, when we have become “dead to the flesh”” and
are thus in a condition to rate the “ glitter ”’ of this bitter-sweet
prapaiicha at its true worth. It rests with the Lord to make
of a nobleman of sordid arrogarice a galley-slave in the twinkl-
ing of an eye, and we should all remember that the wealth which
the Lord places in our hands for provisional use, and which He
can take away without the least warning, is meant by Him as
a means to improve the lot of His less-favoured children, and
of those who have dedicated their lives to His glorification, and
not as an engine of power to submerge actlvely or passiyely,
positively or negatively, His less-favoured children and needy
votaries  into the slough of despond and destitution. The
rich man is rich, because the poor man is poor ard builion is
a constantly shifting factor. When a morbid endeavour is
made to retain it in a particular quarter, and to add to it by a
course of heartless suction of the poor, the innocent and the
helpless, the rich man becomes what he is, and rolls, as the
common saying goes, in wealth. He should beware lest a cata-
clysm brews as a Divine intervention or Providence, to restore.
him to his senses, and pound down his consequential swagger
begotten of his-fatuous faith in the importance of his gold. But
the true Agamantin regards his wealth as nothing  else than
the Lord’s open gift, in view of his worthiness to keep it and
spend it in His name. We will therefore request our sub-
scribers; old, new and would-be, to support our undertaking,
regarding it as ISvara-seva pure and simple, and regarding at
the same tlme that our stay in this world is nothing more than
A sojourn, and the bright sunshine of our apparent prospen y
is merely the temporal environient which surrounds us as
speed on from the cradle to the grave. :
; . Tre Eprior.















































































30 SIDDHANTA DIPIKA
& {2}

Be my motive what it be, and be jny ignorance of Astrology
what¢ it be, there is nothing in“the learned “rejoinder’’ of
‘““Astrolabus,” barring his vitaperation of “I, Me, and Mine,”
which need not necessarily affect mg, because dt is interlarded
with the words “Mzr, C. V. Svaminatha Aiyar’. I ¢hink I can
well afford to read my friend's valuable flow of vituperative
epithets, “without having my digestion affected ”” as it is the
fushion to say; or otherwise getting cross over it. I must
really congratulate my friefd on the discoveries he has made
concerning “ Mr. Svaminatha Alyar " who has so offended him;
but if he should greet me personally with the’knowledge he has
attained, with the aid, perhaps, of his knowledge of *Judicial °
Astrology”, and a shy peep into the other’s ‘nativity’ to boot,
I should feel compelled to disown the honour of any acquain-
tance with the “Mr. Svaminatha Aiyar” who is evidently an
offspring of “Astrolabus’s tickled brain. I had not the
remotest idea of questioning the truth of Astrology as “the
science of the stars,” and [ said so plainly in ¢he fellowing®
sentence” which I beg leave to quote again:—¢To avoid any
misapprehension, let me at the outset say, that I makea
distinction between astrology as the “science of the stars”
which is true, and the pretentions of the Judicial Astfologer,
who, with human judgment, proposes to weigh the influences of
the stars and planets and other heavenly bodigs, in the tilting
balance of his unconquered mind.” In the whole of the two
sentences following, describing the qualifications of those who
really wnderstand the language of the stars, there is not a word
concerning myself and _there is not a syllable there to give
offence to any. “The Judicial Astrologer, who with human
Judgmént profeSses to weigh the influences of the stars and:
planets and other heavenly bodies ', st prove himself to be
a quactz; it does not require the ghost of a Newton to come
and tell that. [am tempted to give it back in the words of
the Motto quoted and say :—at Mr. Astrolabus, I know what
I wrote gbout ; you do not.”” I did not enter into the personal
. and professional side of “Asti"ofogy " as a profession. I dealt
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: Q
Mr. Svaminatha Aiyar associates my name with the
proposal for the establishment of “an Astrological Bureau in a
central place, with power to certify qualified men to. sitin
Jjudgment over men’s fortunes', which he blackguards.® I don’t
know who is responsible for this Utopian scheme,ewhich has
furnished Mr. Svaminatha Aiyar with ample opportunities to
exhibit his “egg-dancing”. Whether the seheme prospers like
the poverbial mustard-tree, or vanishes into smoke, has no con-
nexion at all with the rejoinder I was forced to make. 1 must
however point out that Mr. Svaminatha Aiyar, who i§ able torise
above the “pretensions of the Judicial Astrologer”, and poise
himself.in the dry-as-dust “actual worth’’ of the man-in-the- °
street with his “stern common-sense”, has not the ghost of a
plausibility to associate me with the Bureau’s movement, and
lavish the energy of his pen over its prayed-for doom. - I have
no objection to join Mr. Svaminatha Aiyar and say for his
satisfaction, if not for the satisfaction of others, “let dying jackals
howl over the grave of the Bureau’s grandmother’,c as a dondone
cockney “might choose to swear in his happiest moments.  He
does not seem to understand that the adage, “Live and Let
Live ", is not his close preserve, and that its teaching is appli-

cable not only to the gratuitous traducer, but also to the
legitimate retorter.

Mr. Svaminatha Aiyar thinks that my ‘Rejoinder’ has not
met his arguments. Whether I have met them or not, will be
patent to one, who reads the original letter and the Rejoinder”,
side by side, without “twisting his nose” over questions of
personal equation, and with an eye to the main issue. Mr.
Svaminatha Aiyar says that he believes in the science of the
stars and not in the man who interprets it. He may as well
say that he believes in the science of cookery and not in the
cooks, or in the jnstitution of matrimony and not in the parties
that contract it. If the practitioners of “ Judicial Astrology
are “humbugs’ and “charlatass,” with no redeeming features
whatsoever, the “Science of the, Stars " is a fata morgana.
Where is the science without its interpreter, and where is
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bright-half of the lunar month Vaisakha, in thé€ Yyear I8vara, the constellation
Ardra and Vikrama-Saka 14 (=B.C. 44). , The young genius wae ordained
as a Sanyasin on the 3rd day of the bright-half of the lunar month Vai-
sakha, in the cyclic year Pasthiva, in the Vikrama-$aka 22. Thus it will
be seen that the boy Sanyasin was less than S years at the time ¢ entered
on'his sacerdotal career. In his toth year he ordained Surejvaracharya
as his' disciple, ‘'who is ' said | to have adorned the _pontifical thione of
Srmgen fon 8oo years (=28 B €. \ffolg73 AT 1 Sxi Sankaracharya is
said to haye gone to' “Kailas” on the 12th day of the bright-half of the
lunar month Jyeshtha, in the year Saumya Vikrama-Saka 461(=B.Cy12):
Thua it will be seen that, actually, this great Advaitin Teacher lived 32
years, 1 month and 7 days, as per lunar calculations ™.

Referrmf-r to the I&umbhabhlshelmm or the Pratishtha cere-
mony df Sti Sarada and Sri Smkaracharya which came off
on the 21st February, the same article from the Maharatta says:

“ News comes that the pratishtha ceremony at Kalati has been a
perfect suscess. The Mahdrdjas of Nepal, Kashmir, Jammu, Travancme,
Vizianagaram, Jaipar and Sirmtr have expressed their regret at their
inability to attend, in letters to His Holiness (Sachchidinanda Sivabhic
mava Nrisimhabhdrati: Svamin).. The Maharajaiof Benares had sent his
son for - the ceremony, ‘and the Mah#raja of Darbhanga has deputed his
private secretary.  The Pradhan-mantri of Bharata-dharma-mandala has
expressed his appreciation of the work being done.  Dr. Paul Deussen,
the German' Viedantin Scholar, has sent his photo  to be hung as a marlk

 of reverence for Sri Sanlm.ra.chdlya and his Philosophy .

***

The sald Prof. Deussen is' the only orientalist who seems_to
‘ have some knowledge of the contents “of
Si’t!ik&m’s Horoscope.  the \,alva—bhashya of Sri-N ilakantha-Siva-
' charya, 'In his learned work ‘Das System
des Vedanta & the Pr. otessor is minded to place Sankara about
700,0r 800 A.C., and, in a foot-note on p. 37, quotes the Arya-
vidyastidhakarals view. that, Sankara was born in Kaliyuga
3889 and Vll,ramachtya era 845, which works tov/87—789 A.C.
The Aryavidyasudhakara | discusses the question of Sankara's
date at p. 226, and the authorities that it relies on, may be found
on a reference to that place: - But Mr. © Pichchu Aiyar, the
State Astrologer for Cochm Government, recently prepared a
Memorandum on “Sri Sankar achéirya and the Date of his Birth",:
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Hence, there is considerable trutﬂ and force in what the

K Rev. Alexander-Blake, M.A., Editot of the

The Reyv. Mr. Blake's — «Temperance News ”, Bangalore, ‘writes to

letters. us in the course of a very interesting letter,

deploring the evil tendencies of Jnind our

boys contract when wholly nurtured in Western ideas. The
learned Presbyterian Minister says :

“1 have thought with reference: to the effect of Western education,
ever since I was in Christian College in 1860-63, that the result of a purely
seculdr education was injurious. I have always held it must be bad to
take away the ancestral faith and give—nothing ”. o

The Rev. gentleman is an earnest advocate of Temperance,
whose book “ The nature and effects of alcohol on the human
body " we reviewed at some length in the April number of our
journal. He addressed a very valuable lettér to “The Madras
Times” in re “ The Excise Debate” of April 6th, for the purpose
of refuting the stock-arguments which are  usually brought

forward to support the so-called drinking propen51t1§s m modera-

tion, tha¢, of course, begin with the teetotaler’s modest drachm
of whiskey, but end only with beer-barrels and hogsheads of
alcohol. In that letter he argues :—

“In an issue of April 7th on the local option debate you say:: ¢The

non-official members come with their minds made up’. Have they

not as much reason and right to make up their minds as those in
fayour of liquor? For really it was evident in the course of the debite
+ that it was not a question of “location of shops” so much as of revenue
and of the popular free use of alcohol. You say “There are those
who will not allow themselves to reason calmly about the advantages
of alcohol in moderation”. ¢ It can be shown to unbiassed minds that
the politicians, the scientists, the medical men, the social reformers, the
Bible students, the Journalists who advocate abstinence are in the right.
You say “A writer in the Niugteenth Century maintains that alcohol
s a necessity and if not imbibed is generated within the body ”.
Would you please send me the number of that magazine or at any
rate tell me the date. As God haspnot made Alcohol, as it is a result
of putrefaction, it is not likely to beffound in healthy bodies. It is. not in
the grape or in the barley. You say tilat some men “In their ignorance,










