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(ABSTRACTS OF THE ARTICLES)

M. Bavani, Thanjavur.

001. P.Venkatesan, “A Hero stone Inscription of Nulamba period”. 8th
century — Death of a hero at Tiruppattir..

002. S.Rajavelu, “Pallava Inscription from Saram”. 894 — Gift of rice
for food offerings.

003. P.Venkatesan, “Poykainalliir Inscription of Kannaradeva”. 968 —
Gift of land for food offerings.

004. P.Rajendiran and C.Shanthalingam, “Valivitta Ayyanir temple
inscriptions of Kamuti”. (1) 10th century - Gift of money for burn-
ing perpetual lamp (2) Some gift by a soldier for the merit of an
individual.

005. G.Vijayavenugopal and Y.Subbarayalu, “Kdvaniir Inscriptions”.
(1) 10th century — Erection of memorial pillar (paniftari) to a Jain
monk Kuppai Pramani, who died after fasting for twelve days. The
mantras in this and the two following (2-3)inscriptions relating to
tantric cult seem to relate to those found in the Jain work Bairava
padmavati Kalpa of the 6th or 7th century . A related sculpture near-
by depicts one mode of the departing soul from the dying person (4)
Parintaka [, 921. Fragment. PandaiyGr nadu mentioned;

006. P.Venkatesan, “A Hero Stone Inscription from Elagiri Hill”. 1015.

007. S.Swaminathan, “Sirala dévar Inscription of Tiruchenkattan-
kuti” — Land grant for feeding devotees on the day of the natal star of
Sirala at the hall called Siruttondar malikai attached to the temple.

008. K.Paneerselvam, “Tirttamalai Inscription”. 1082 — Some gift by
a person who had undergone some ordeal (kalu) at the command of
his master.

009. Karu.Rajendiran, “Inscriptions of Pudukkottai-I”.(1) 897 — Gift
for a perpetual lamp; (2) 13th century — Erection of a Pillar for
Mandapa; (3-5) 17th century — Erection of Mandapa; (6) 1880 -
construction of steps to go up the hill and to the pond.
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010. R.Baskaran and P.C.Tamilarasan, “Inscriptions of Pudukkottai-
I1”.(1) 12th century - The naitar gave some paddy to an individual
who made a waste weir to a tank; (2) 13th century — Donation of
lamps and seed bed for Sivaratripuje; (3) 16th century — Restoration
of kani rights of the temple accountancy to the original assignee.

011. Karu.Rajendiran, “Inscriptions Relating to irrigation”, 13th cen-
tury — (1-2)Erection of sluice and well etc. to the tank by a donor; (3)
1029 Erection of sluice; (4-5) 9th-10th century — Erection of sluice.

012. N.Venkatesan, “Irampakkam Inscriptions”. (1) 10th century. Gift
of ghee from the interest amount entrusted with drar; (2) Erection of
Mandapa — incomplete; (3) 14th century — Gift of taxfree land. Men-
tion of Sundarapandiyan rod (kal); (4) 16th century — Assignment
of taxes to the temple for festival and food offerings; (5) 14th-15th
century — tax fixation for looms; (6) 19th century — Erection of Man-
dapa.

013. L.Thiyagarajan, “Akaram Naraiytr Inscriptions”. 1129 - Gift of
land for offerings and lamp by two donors (2) 1145 — Gift of land for
performing péjas on sundays and Ayana Sankiranti days.

014. S.Rajavelu, “Inscripton of Valli Erichal”. 12th century —Gift of
pillar a by a Vellala called Uttamachdla mummutichdla marayan.

015. K.Sethuraman and V.Vedachalam, “Amiir Ayyappolil I§vara-
mudayar temple Inscriptions”; (1) 1219 Gift for Sandhi paje and
twilight lamp by the donor Sembiyan Pallavaraiyan; (2) 1207 — In-
stallation of the deity Palliyarai Nachchiyar and gift for a perpetual

lal;‘mp; (3) 1238 - Gift for a tiruvalatti lamp; (4) 13th century — Gift
of door.

016. L.Thiyagarajan, “V&ttavalam inscriptions”. (1) 1145. Land grant

to temple. (2) 1445 — Assignment of tiruvilakkukudi by the idaiturai
officers at the instance of Nagarasa-udaiyar.

017. V.Vedhachalam and P.Rajendran, C.Shantalingam,and Valli
Chockalingam, “Nerkuppai Siva temple Inscriptions”. (1) 1158 -
Gift of taxfree land; (2) 1226 — Land gift for food offerings on the
na~ta,1 star of the donor; (3) 1232 — Land gift to a Brahmin: (4) 1491
Ma\fahyanétirayar — Land gift to the Kantesvaram temple as taxfree
kudintigadevatanam; (5) 15th century, Mavalivanatirdyar — Gift of
land to the temple; (6) 1501 — Gift of paddy and land to the tem-

viii
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ple; (7) 13th century ~ Fragment. Gift by several people; (8) Later
period. Fragment.- Gift of taxfree land; (9) 1850 — Renovation of
Mandapa (10) 17th-18th century — Gift to the temple of Manamotta
kandesvarar by the chief Tondaiman and others; (11) 17th-18th cen-
tury ~ Gift to the temple.

018. M.Saranya, “A Trade Guild Inscription of Tandikkudi”. 1280 -
(1) Peace Settlement between the (urar) of Tandikudi and Ayyappolil
Pariir alias Manaliir of Malaimandalam; (2) a hero stone inscription

of 18th century.

019. G.Vijayavenugopal and A.Durai Rangam, “Few new Inscriptions
of Tiruvakkarai”. (1) 1518 - Krishnadévarayar — Gift of land by
a nayekd; (2) 1554 — Tirumalaideva maharaya — mukam parva: tax
was given to the temple by a nayakke; (3) Chennamarayar — Tax
reduction to the weaving community (katkkdla mutali) by a nayokke;
(4) Land grant for watchmanship; (5) Sadasivaraya — for making a
chariot, land grant to a carpenter (6) Kulottunka III — Gift to the
temple by a lady donor; (7) Venkatapatirdyar — 7 villages were given
to the temple by a ndyaekd in his nayokkattanam.

020. P.Murugesa Pandiyan, “Nagamukuntankuti Inscriptions”. 1305
— Permission given by the Sivabrahmanas for burning lamp to the
temple (2) 1309 — Installation of Nachchiyar and Ganapati in the
temple of Tiruppunal vachalutaiyar; (3) 13th &14th century — frag-
ment. (4) 1268-1318 — A deed of pitipatu; (5) 16th century — The
revenues collected from certain villages were given to the temple by
Mavali vanatirayar.

021. K.Panneerselvam, “Arakandanalliir utirappatti Inscription”.
Land was given to a person who self immolated for the sake of temple.

022. V.Vedhachalam, “Later Pandya Inscriptions from Upparpatti”.
(1-2) 1203 - Royal Creation of Brahmadeyam with 64 shares. (3-
4) 1227 — Land grant to the savarnaer (physician) Brahmins by an
official; (5) Fragment. — land grant for the installation of Vinayakap
pillaiyar; (6) Pandya — Land grant for sacred bathing and pja.

023. M.Gandhi and P.Venkatesan, “Land grant for headmanship
{gavandu)”. 1437 .

024. D.Thulasiraman and P.Venkatesan, “Malaiytir Inscription of Vira
Vijayarayar”. 1429 — Grant for the erection of a tank.
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025. Y.Subbarayalu, “Vayttalai Kadalar Copper plate of Vira-
bhipati”. 1414 - Gift of a part of the village Vayttalai Kadalir
alias Savundararajapuram to 12 Vedic Brahmanas, free from all but
two taxes.

026. C.Lakshmanan, “Anantir Inscription” 14th century A.D. — Sale
of shepherds to the temple.

027. M.Gandhi, “Chemmiyamankalam Inscription”. 15th century -
Tippayadévamaharyar — Tank creation. ‘

028. A.Durairangam and G.Vijayavenugopal, “Vaniir Taluk Inscrip-
tions”. (1) 1835 — Gift to a Mutt by a lady called Lingammal; (2)
1543 — Sadasivarayar — Gift of village to the temple by two chiefs
(rettiyar); (3) 1543 — Gift of a village by Chiruchevvappa nayakkar
of Nedunkunram; (4) 1892 - Land Grant to the navagraha temple by
a cigar merchant; (5) 1600 - gift of village by Linkappanayakkar; (6)
16th century — Gift of a village to the temple by an officer of Tondai
mandalam (7) 16th century — Gift of a village to the temple; (8) 1072
- Gift of sheeps and digging of well (9) 1533 — Gift of 5 villages to
the temple for the merit of the king (10) 1535 - Gift of land for tem-
ple services and pi@a (11) 1543 — Tiruvitaiyattam village was given
for temple services for the merit of Chevvappa nayakkar; (12) 15th
century ~ Gift of village as devadanam for performing pija for the
merit of Timmaya déva mahardja; (13) 17th cent. — Land grant to
the temple for performing pija by a nayakka.

029. P.Bubalan, “Chekkadikuppam Inscription”. 16th century The
tenants of Perunkafichi and Késavanayakkarkuppam gave gold for
getting water rights of a tank.

030. S.Rajagopal, “Inscription of Chittirameli”. 17th century — Periya
nagtar of Tondai mandalam decided to contribute some money from

each of their villages and on individuals to the priest of the Mutt
called Periya nattu-madam.

031. M.Chandramurthy, “Dharmar3ja temple Copper plate from

Madurai”. 1745 — Permission sought for temple construction by an
army officer.

032. Q.Yijayavenugopal and Y.Subbarayalu, Kivanir Kanu Sayibu
I?SCI‘lptlon. 1725 - In three sections — (i) Gift of oil for burning lamp
(ii) Refers to a mosque (iil) Gift of Mahua grove to temple for burning
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lamp..

033. K.Shanmugam and P.Jayakumar, “The Copper Plaje Ins(cription
of Marata Queen”. 1728 — Contribution of magamai was decided to
maintain watershed for both men and animal by the 18 craftsmen
(pattadat) and nattar. The watershed was established by a Chettiyar
living in Dipanagar p&ttai of Thanjavur. Perhaps the gift was made
at the instance of the queen mother. ;

034. P.Venkatesan and P.Bubalan, “Memorial Inscription of Butler El-
lappa”. 1797.

035. M.Durairaju , “Modi Document of Marata Period”. 1824 — It reg-
isters the bond for usufructuary mortgage in the reign of the Marata
king Shri Ram Pratap.

036. C.Krishnamurthy, “Inscriptions of Nellai District”. 1829 ~ Erec-
tion of mutt and a shrine by two donors at Tiruvavaduuturai
Athinam.

037. M.Durairaju, “A Palm leave document of Maratas”. 1845 — Sale
of a temple girl.

038. Muthu Ethirajan, “Inscription of Ayyan toppu”. 18th century -~
Erection of a Mandapa.

039. A .Thulasendiran, “Inscription of Eda-annavacal”. 19th century -
Assignment of market taxes for temple renovation.

040. M.Chandramurthy, “Alvarpettai Copper Plate”. 1904 — The
hereditary title ‘Murari désayi chetti’ was conferred on a Krishna
nayakkar by the Kavarai-chettis of several localities.

041. K.Uttiradam, “Palm leaf mortgage deed of a person from
Makaral”. 19th century. Loan taken by mortgaging a slave and the
repayment of the same.

042 Karu.Rajendiran, “Ponnamaravati Copper-plate”. 17th-18th cen-
tury. Grant of kéniyatchi. -

043. Arumuga Seetharaman, “Aympataittali”. 1000 — An interesting
amulet with five auspicious symbols.

044. Arumuga Seetharaman, “A Tamil Coin of Telugu Chola chief”.
1223-1250.

045. P.Pushparatnam, “Rare Tamil Coins of Ututhurai in North
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Srilanka”. Discurssion of some newly found coins with legends
nagapami, polam and om.

046. K.Rajan, “Excavations at Mayiladumparai”. A note on the recent
excavations at Mayiladumparai near Togarappalli in Dharmapuri Dt
which yielded a continuous series of four cultural deposits: microlithic
(rock-shelter deposit), neolithic, megalithic and early historic. Pet-
roglyphs and rock paintings were also discovered in the rock shelters
nearby.

047. K.Santanalakshmi, “Aikaram in Inscriptions”. A history of the
Tamil letter ‘ai’ traced.

048. M.Gopalakrishnan, “Besiegement of Puducheri — A Note”. 1778,

049. C.A Padmanabha Sastry, “Telugu Inscriptions in Tamil Nadu”.
This is substantially the lecture delivered under the auspices of
T.N.Subramaniam Endowment lectures (for' the year 2002) consti-
tuted by Thiru Iravatham Mahadevan. The author makes a review
of the information found in the Telugu inscriptions, numbering about
two hundred, found within Tamil Nadu, relating to different aspects
of society, economy, and culture of medieval times.

50. Miscellany: Short notices of recent discoveries of archaeological
sites, inscriptions, coins, sculptures, etc.

51. Book review.

xii
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Indian Archaeology - 4 Review, p.73.
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(49, TELUGU INSCRIPTIONS IN TAMILNADU}

C.A. Padmanabha Sastry, Chennai.

Though at present the Tamilnadu and Andhra Pradesh are separated
on linguistic basis for known reasons, these two states are part and
parcel of the same cultural region from early historic days. It is well
known that these two regions, i.e., Tamilnadu and Andhra are inter-
dependent and ties have been strengthened from the early period by
means of political and cultural ways. The political and cultural immi-
grations started right from the early centuries i.e., from the times of
the Satavahanas and continue till date.

It was usual to refer to the Tamil country as Tamilagam. This
Tamilagam stand for the whole of Tamil speaking land® watered by
the rivers like Kaveri, Tampraparanni, Periyar, etc. The copper-
plate charter of Mummadi nayaka from Sri Rangam®, engraved in
Telugu characters describes the boundaries of Telugu Country. It
reads - Paschat purastad-api désaikhydato Maharashtra Kalinga samgne
Avagutek Papdyaka kanyakubjou déSasya tatrasts Telinnga nama. The
Telugu country covering right from Srikakulam in the north to Nel-
lore in the South, Anantapur in the West to the Bay of Bengal in
the east is much irrigated land under the rivers of Vamsadhara, Go-
davari, Krishna, Tungabhadra and penna. The language Telugu re-
ceived much patronage under various dynasties of the historical pe-
riod. Krishnadevaraya himself described this language as an excellent
one amongst all languages (Désabhasha lamdu Telugu lessa).

The word Damila and Tamraparanni are not unfamiliar to the people
of Telugu country and appeared as early as in the 2nd-3rd century;* the
words makan, magan found in the coins of the Satavahanas showed the
lingua franca of these two regions. The Andhras were called as Vadugar
because they were at the northern borders and Kafichi was the main
political seat from the 3rd century for both Telugu and Tamil countries
and this region is called Tondaimandalam (Kafichi region).

The medieval dynasties, like the Pallavas, the Eastern Chalukyas (from
the period of Vishnuvardhana IV), the Chalukya-cholas, the Kakatlyas,
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the Vijayanagar rulers, the Nayakas of Tanjore, Madurai, Chenji issued
both Telugu and Tamil records simultaneously. They also recorded
their patronage towards various religions in their inscriptions. A com-
parative and analytical study of these inscriptions is needed to un-
derstand the cultural affinity between these two regions. We can find
Tamilised words in Telugu inscriptions. No work has been attempted
or done so far on the cultural contacts between these regions except
a few articles by Prof. K.V.Raman and Dr.S.S.Ramachandramurthy.
About 220 inscriptions and copper-plates either in Telugu or Sanskrit
with Telugu characters, Telugu in NagarT characters, Telugu in Grantha
characters and Telugu in Tamil characters have been reported in the
Annual Reports on Indian Epigraphy and South Indian Inscriptions
volumes or Epigraphia Indica. These inscriptions are located in the
following districts. The number of inscriptions in each of them is given
in the brackets. Chengleput District (65); Coimbatore (5); Cuddalore
(1); Dharmapuri (8); Madurai (14); North Arcot (30); Pudukottai
(3); Madras (2); Ramanathapuram (1); Salem (3); South Arcot (10);
Tiruchchirapalli (60); Thanjavur (15) and Tirunelveli (4).

We come across the territorial division Purudainadu, Mimilirattha,
Minambakavishya in the copper-plate characters of Eastern Chalukya
king Vishnuvrdhana IT from Peddapurappadu and contacts continued
In the later centuries too. We have inscription engraved in Telugu lan-
guage in Grantha characters from Srirangam of the time of Kakatiya
Prataparudra® dated Saka 1239 (1317 A.D.). It states that while
Mahamandalgivara Kakatiya Prataparudra Maharaja was ruling the
earth from Orungallu, his subordinates Dévari Nayaka, son of Machaya
Nayanimgaru undertook an expedition to the southern territory against
Paficha-Pandya, routed Vira-Pandya, Malaiyala Tiruvadi Kulasekhara
on the battle field at Tiruvadikundram, seized the elephants and es-
tablished Sundara-Pandya at Viradhavalam ... Devari Nayaka cele-
brated this victory at Sri Rangam and also at Tiruvanaikkaval.® When
we study the inscriptions particularly copper-plate charters of Eastern
Chalukyas, Later Pallavas, Chala, we can observe that the names of

villages and persons migrated in both ways. This shows the cultural
contacts between these two Tegions.
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You are aware that a south zone of Epigraphy Branch, Archaeological
Survey of India, established in the year 1990 with a view to concentrate
more on the epigraphical wealth in the southern states. During the sur-
vey for the last decade, this zonal office has copied a good number of
inscriptions of different languages and copied a few Telugu inscriptions
from Tamilnadu. Amongst them an inscription from Kavaniir’ (Ch-
ingleput District) is an interesting one. The inscription is engraved
with Tamil in Grantha characters on one side and Telugu on the other
side and dated in the 11th year of the king Parthivéndra Panmar. It
refers to the construction of a sluice to the main tank of the village
Abhirama chaturvedimangalam by one Chamundairayan, son of Kotti
Araisar during the period of Parthivendrapanmar. The Telugu portion
engraved on the backside reads as follows:

Svasti $ri Kavanir: Pedda Chervvuna pédda tamu gatis
schehinavamdu Chamundayya

Parantaka II is known to have borne an epithet Abhirdma and
incidentally the village is named after him, i.e. Abhirama
chaturvédimangalam, which tempts us to assign this inscription to
Aditya II. However the identification of the king mentioned in Tamil
portion is to be decided with further support.

We have reference to the term sarivdram, i.e., equal share, in the Telugu
inscriptions® from Tamilnadu. There is an inscription of 16th-17th cen-
tury characters from Kolagattur (Dharmapuri District), which refers
to the stipulation that the cultivators of lands under irrigation tanks
in the Kadagattir country must give sari-varam i.e., equal share of
the produce to the owner and specified fee of 1 kha for strengthening
the tank bunds with every eleven stones probably by the owner him-
self towards the remuneration. Not only the construction of sluices
but construction, repairs and provision of feeding channels from the
main canals, reservoirs became a part of the irrigation work in those
days which can be evidenced through the inscriptions. The sluice is
called kaligu or kalingal. Two records from Tiruchchirapalli® and Mu-
ruthukkavadi'® dated Saka 1626, issued by Mangamma, the Queen
of Viévanathandyaka of Madurai registers the construction of sluice
(kaligu) called Uyyakonda-kalugu by one Damnappayya. Another in-
scription from Narasamangalam dated Saka 1560 (1638 A.D.) engraved
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in Telugu as well as in Tamil language records the construction of the
tank called Chennasagaram byVenkatappandyudu, son of Chennap-
panayudu with the provision of a feeding channel from the river Palar.
Another inscription from Ettir (Chingleput District) informs us that
Immadi Kumara Tatacharyya a great religious leader, philanthrophist
of the 17th century personally laid the foundations of 23 sluices of the
tank which had breached.

Dr.Rajagopal of Tamilnadu State Archaeological Department has
four photographs of an inscription engraved in Telugu characters on
four sides of a pillar planted near a rice mill at Tirthakulam in
Karnchipuram. I would like to give a gist of the inscription. It is
undated and can be assigned to 16-17th century on palaeographi-
cal grounds. It refers to the genealogy of one Sri Paundarikadhvari,
grandson of Nrisimhadhvari of Annamamchi family and also mentions
a chief Akkana prabhu and Linganna. Another inscription refers to
Narasimhadhvari of Dattamannamamchi family is also referred to in-
one of the inscriptions from Kamakshi temple.!* When we study these
two inscriptions we understand that the brahmin Nrisimhadhvari of
both inscriptions are one and the same and family name is only An-
namamchi not Dattamannamanchi as noticed in the Annual Report.

Another point for discussion is the identification of Akkanna prabhu
and Linganna.

A copper-plate charter engraved in Telugu language in Nagari script*?
from Kumbakonam refers to the mdatha of Sankaracharyya at Karichi
and main pontiff, Mahadévendra Sarasvati and records a grant of land
made by him to a private person in a village, which had been granted
to the matha by Golkonda minister, Akkanna and Madanna. These
two were the ministers under Abduli-lah Qutb-Shah (1672-1687 A.D.).
Akkanna was the minister in-charge of the armed forces!® and his
brother, one Linganna pandita was appointed as Trafdar of Poonamalli
and la‘fer Governor of Karnataka. A copper-plate from Lepakshi'*
dated Saka 1602 (1680 A.D.) refers to one Linggji-pandita as Governor
of Karnataka under Golkonda, Qutub Shah ruling from Penukonda.
It further mentions Akkanna pandita, Linganna pandita, Madanna
pandita and Ramana pandita were the officers under Abduli-1ah-Qutb-
Shah. The study of these two inscription may reveal the exact members
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of Annamanchi, not Dattamanmanchi family as reported and their af-
filiation to Akkanna prabhu who can be identified with Akkanna of
Qutb Shah of Golkonda.

Construction and donations to the temples, religious math was the or-
der of the day. It was considered as the most auspicious work for pros-
perity of the generations. An inscription from Ennayiram!® dated Saka
1465 (1543 A.D.), Subhakrit, Magha 7 records that one Siirapanayaks,
the younger brother of Adapa Raiyappa N&yanimgaru reconstructed
the entire temple of Alagiyasinga perumal at Enndyiram which was
originally built by Rajéndra Chola.

The kings used to donate gifts for remitting taxes for the develop-
ment of the temple. For an inscription from Pattipuram, Chingleput
District.1® engraved in Telugu and also Tamil languages of the time
of mahamandalédvara Virakumara vodaiyar registers the royal order
remitting the taxes on the village Pattipulam in Ayiravelipparru in
favour of the temple Mudalisuram-udaiya-Nayanar at Kalingarayarur
alias Taluvakkulaindannallir, which was separated from Chirudavar to
provide for worship and repairs of the temple.

A Telugu inscription from SrT Miishnam!” (South Arcot) dated Saka
1505 (158% A.D.) records that one Kondamanayanivaru, son of Krish-
nappanayanivaru of Kasyapa gotra remitted the jodi and virada on 38
villages of the temple situated in Bhonagiripatnamsima at the instance
of Achyutappa nayanimvaru.

Another inscription from the same place'® (B. 270 of 1916) of the
same date states that the Sri Bhandaramuvaru of the Adivardhasvami
temple gave to Achyutappanayaka a fourth share in the offerings made
to the god, a share in the administration of the temple affairs, the
talarikam over the temple villages and also the tiruménikkaval duties
such as kanachi to be held hereditarily in response to the representation
made by him to Kondamanayaka. Yet another record from the same
place!® palaeographically assigned to 16th century A.D. quoted verses
from Srimishnamahatmya in Varahapurana, the merit to be obtained
in conducting the twelve monthly festivals of the year.

Religious harmony and tolerance can be considered as one of the best
features of the administrators. This i§ proved by many instances
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in the pages of medieval history. Once the Muslims became a part
of our society, particularly from the 15th-16th centuries, the kings
and queens made donations to the religious institutions of the Mus-
lim faith. An inscription from Kaivam?®® (Chingleput District) dated
Saka 1592 states that while Kudupu-shah was ruling the area from
Golakomda, his official Timmanayanivaru made donations to the tem-
ple of Terivikkoleévarasvami at KGvam for the merit of Timmap-
pandyudu. Though it is a simple donation to the temple, the refer-
ence to Timmanayudu is important. This Timmappanayaka protected
Venkata IIT (1630-42 A.D.) at Anegondi where the Nayakas of Madurai,
Tanjore and Gingee openly defied him.

A copper-plate grant?! issued by Mangamma, the Queen of Madura,
dated Saka 1623 (1701 A.D.) registers the grant of the villages of
Striyuru and Méle—éﬁriyuru with the hamlet of Virama nayanipalle
near Tiruchirappalli to Nasaradin or Seku Nasuradin the agent to the
darga of Baba Natta at Penugonda. The darga is also once called in
the record the temple of Babaya and the reason for making the grant
to it is stated to be for the encouraging forecast regarding the State of
Tanjavir.

Another copper-plate dated in Saka 1655 (1733 A.D.) from
Samayavaram®? (Tiruchchirapalli District) refers to the grant of the
village Samayavaram situated on the bank of the river Kavéri by the
Minakshamma, Queen of Vijayaranga Chokkanatha to Muslim Ra-
mudulla Sdyabu for the maintenance of mosque constructed during
the period of Viravenkatadéva mahargja.

While we have epigraphical references to the religious harmony, it is
surprising to know the caste degradation through an inscription from
Sermadévi.”® An inscription from Sermadevi engraved in Telugu lan-
guage on the squth wall of the central shrine of the Chennarsjasvami
temple dated Saka 1466 (1544 A.D.) mentions that a Brahmin of
Cheramadevi having fallen from his original high caste, his land and
house-site were confiscated for the local temple of Tiruvengalanatha
with the income. The adjudging body that sat over this case of

caste degradation was composed of two local agents of Vitthaladeva
mahamandalaévara.

138 Avanam 14, 2008



Mismanagement and embezzlement of funds can be gleaned through
the inscriptions. A copper-plate of Vijayaranga nayaka of Madura?*
engraved in Telugu language and characters (dated Saka 1644-1722
A.D.) from Tiruchchirapalli records that while Venkatapati raya was
ruling from Ghanagiri i.e. Penugonda, Vijayaranga Chokka-nitha
made some enquiries about the endowment which had been made by
certain Surappa for conducting worship to the deities Surapillaiyar
and Vanadurga at Tiruchirappalli and which had been mismanaged by
Chinnapandaram apparently the trustee in-charge of the Tayumana
temple there. He then ordered that the lands be left in-charge of
Marappan, a descendant of the original donor so that the service of
the deities should continue.

Crossing the oceans was considered as an offence in early days. If
anybody crosses the ocean or even settled in a different region or
disappeared for unknown reasons, the ownership of his property or
sthanam will go to the next person of the same family. The transfer
of rights as far as the temple is concerned can be seen in one Telugu
inscription from Sr1 Rangam?® dated Saka 1613, which refers to the
restoration of the rights (svatantra svamyamlu) tirtham, erulappadu
and other privileges on Kumara Venkata Varadacharyulu by Ranga-
krishna Mudda-Virappa nayaka of Visvanitha nayaka family. These
privileges had been enjoyed by that family from the time of Udaiyavar
(Ramanuja) but which had lapsed when his ancestor Achchi $riranga-
narayan-dcharya had gone to the north where his disciples were in
considerable numbers and stayed there for long time and did not re-
wurn.

Self-sacrifice is a general trend and we liave a good number of virakal
in southern states. But committing suicide for the cause of temple
right is & rare phenomenon in historical days. A bilingual record dated
in the cyclic year Saumya (1589-90) from the $rT Rangam temple?®
refers to the allowances which had been withheld due to irregulari-
ties prevailed in the conduct of worship of the god. Periyalvar, the
Siikaryam of Irandakala medutta Alagiyamaniviladasan committed
suicide as a protest by jumping from the gopura. As a result of the
protest, full paditaram was subsequently restored in memory of his act
of self-sacrifice.
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Encouragement to the poet laureates is the order of the day. It is
well known that Krishnadevaraya maintained a court of poets called
Bhuvanavijaya which consists of 8 poets (Ashta-diggajakavigvarulu).
Amongst these poets, Allasani Peddana or Peddaraja enjoyed the title
Andhra Koavitapitamaeha. An inscription from Aniyar®” (South Arcot
district) engraved in Telugu language and characters dated Saka 1442
(1520 A.D.) states that Andhra Kavita Pitamaha Peddarsja, a son of
Allasani Chokkardja of the Vasishtha gotra, etc. completed the build-
ing of the temple of Varadaraja-Perumal at Anniir in Karivachi-sima
which had been granted as his nayemkara by the king Krishnaraya.
We come across the descendants of Alasani Peddanna in an inscription
from the village Kokatam, Cuddapah District, Andhra Pradesh.?8

A copper plate charter engraved in Telugu from Tiruchchirapalli?®
dated Saka 1643 (1721 A.D.) issued by Vijayaranga Chokkanatha
records the rent free grant of land to an Ayurvedic physician who of-
fered prayers daily to Dhanvantari.

Mercantile guilds and traders can be considered as the backbone for the
economic development. The importance of these mercantile guilds like
nekaramu, nagare, Ayydvale ainuruvury, Mummaridandes, etc. are
enumerated in a number of insciptions of Tamil, Telugu and Kannada
languages. Recently, the temple trustees of Hanumanta at Amburu
Vellore District supplied an estampage to our office fort reading. 3°
It is dated 1574 A.D. referring to the reigning period of Virapratapa
Sadasivadevaraya engraved in Telugu language and characters and
records the donation of magama (contribution levided on merchants
for a temple or donations made by the individuals) by the members of
54 countries who followed the Virabaelanja dharma for the maintenance
of offerings and worship to the god Hanumantha at Harira from the
cyclic year Pingala. They also constructed the Hanumantha temple at

the village. The prasagi engraved in the inscription is similar to their
eulogies found elsewhere.

The East India Company also followed the system of issuing the in-
scriptions both in Telugu and Tamil simultaneously. We have a record
engraved in Telugu as well as in Tamil of East Indis, Company men-
tioned the Kali 4893 from Nungambakkam?3! which refers to the con-
struction of a hall by East India company for observatory hall under
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the supervision of Mikkitappin to view celestial objects.

We find imprecatory verses at the end of almost all inscrip-
tions or charters. An inscription from Srirangam®? dated 1761
A.D. records that certain epigraphs (silasasanamu) issued in the
name of Chokkanathandyaka and Mangammagaru were destroyed
by some miscreants. The temple executive commiittee (anantakot-
tuparikaramu) banned such miscreants from entering into the tem-
ple. The same inscriptions were re-engraved with the permission of
SrIranganarﬁyanajiyya and Anantakottuparikaramu and kept on the
east side of the inner prakara at the instance of the temple servants.

The above is a brief survey of the Telugu inscriptions in Tamilnadu.
One has to take up a systematic study of those inscriptions includ-
ing the cornmon terminology in economic terms, administrative terms,
influence of Tamil territorial divisions, onomastics study, influence of
two languages over each other, mercantile activity and migrations, etc.
A person who is having a thorough knowledge in the two languages
should attempt such a critical study.
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Iravatham Mahadevan, Early Tamil Epigraphy: From the Earliest Times
to the Sixth Century A.D: Published by Cre-A, Chennai & The Department

of Sanskrit and Indian Studies, Harvard University, U.S.A., 2003. 719pp. &
53 Plates, 110 figures, 3 maps.
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Madras, 1968, pp.57-73.
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TAMIL NADU ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, THANJAVUR

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31.03.2003

To Opening By Bank FD 1,15,000.00
Balance:

To Cash in hand 377.49 | By Printing 23,961.00

To Cash at Bank By Xerox 2,362.75

Indian Bank, 788.00 & Stationary
Thanjavur -

To SBI, Thanjavur | 29,007.90 | By Audit Fees 500.00

To Bank FD 85,000.00 | By Salary 750.00

To Sale of Books 6,220.00 | By Honorarium 6,500.00

To Membership fees 15,925.00 | By Postage 1,710.00

To Donation 3,000.00 | By Bank Charges 249.00

To Interest 9,891.21 | By Freight 2,490.00

To ICHR Grant 25,000.00 | By General 2,031.06

for Publication Expenses
To ASI Grant 25,000.00 | By Furniture 5,000.00
\k Closing Balance

SBI, Thanjavur 38,403.11

Indian Bank 820.00

Cash in hand 432.68

2,00,209.60 2,00,209.60

Seuesih 14, 2003

(8d.) V. Ramasamy

Chartered Accountant
951, East Main St., Thanjavur-1.
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TAMIL NADU ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, THANJAVUR
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31.03.2003

To Printing 23,961.00 | By Sales of
Charges Books 6,220.00
To Xerox & 2,362.75 | By Membership 15,925.00
Stationary Fees
To Audit Fees 500.00 | By Interest 9.891.21
To Salary 750.00 | By Donation 3,000.00
To Honorarium 6,500.00 | By ICHR Grant
25,000.00
To Postage 1,710.00 | By ASI Grant 25,000.00
To Transport 2,490.00
(Freight)
To Bank Charges 249.00
To General 2,031.06
Expenses
To Excess of 44,482 .40
Income Over
Expemditure
- 85,036.21 85,036.21
BALANCE SHEET AS ON 31.03.2003
LIABILITIES ASSETS
FUND ACCOUNT:
Opening Balance 1,66,173.39 | Fixed Deposit 1,60,000.00
Add Income 44,482.40 | Furniture 11,000.00
Cash at Bank:
2,10,655.79 | Indian Bank, Thanjavur 820.00
SBI, Thanjavur 38,403.11
Cash in hand - 432.68
2,10,655.79 2,10,655.79
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(8d.) V. Ramasamy
Chartered Accountant
951, East Main St., Thanjavur-1.
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