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QuBhuTRTENDBIS Shsar-ime s Cuomflfiey Jgmb) erupsgimeficn
ursshser Quipssiul @erearen. seubBles Sdiser weireniseRar
Quuisese PeéPoasess SrewiuL Tssmd @& snsseaar
SUBIERwsmwss s1iks GuHwssmaaisGarr Vg wemhss
Gussoilar gaaauisGarn Qe u®sss &W@b ereargy
srmBRwisdr PG Berarriser. Guogyip Qeviiensuigyerer (Agmihs
st GsepLar UL E dupgsmwPdleadt iy lum e
Qssnssar gngsmy .. 2 - H.49. 2 BDDTET (S eflev
Qaueflud Oul L eney srenpid Qevisar swssis CsNafg B BESpTisar.

QRiFAS QsrPsslul Rarar snssoicr Gesrglle prars
sTssfe  Li_ksoRS@mig syupme S8 QomPuies FWBp-Agmb
TYsHsD Qursskisar o draTen eraingy TGS Celwaiss. s
- domdie CurBu ufdswim RQowTssnd @imiersAwiserrew
@éarssolal wrssiseemard sheuy wn@ées Quealdama.
[OETL TP GHRUSgIuGns LD upmweawyid smEHear GlFme®
Qapap Lau@i anfssy Qaadai Cugn®Pwi QuriBugrs® e
G Al Qupp ef s s Paraw BreT gy Pe
TGP IBERCpar. yasaws QsPear anssisempsies ssaud
O8NFUUSHITE Hh s Gwodar amassmss sHHD
Sl B8 Speir.
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@/ﬁ/é BUNEE TQSHE Qanradw prerg & 1T & & @h LD
RugSTIE®ma; i L g auTames Hubder oL b 14-17 thl.8;
eTenL 2-2.56 Bonib. snssefier 1peir USEEHO LS 2.(FeURIS@BLD,
darusag@en gl Quwnfule slp-Sgms STpggisafied eurasmiseyd
Qumissliul. Pareren (Ll fuger 47: 1-4; oo prelian eullens eTairsEmid
Qar@Bds i Rerarer).

S1lp-Sombl ey wpep :

@ssrasamar ey Csdwupaant gllp—1Sgms STUPS G e s
iy urHésg Ggeveawner Hov Sply al@sar 8Cp goiiul Gereres,

1. e @@l er-srrs GHuI@ s @Gy wrfureneney

2. esr-camsry 2uINsERD Seupden e W Quus@EHUGsEsw Cr

wrfflureraen

3. Qesdu perL e Grinsew eppsd sOp-Arms erssmsafa

Qumburgid eoapwursles euwmd
4. —ieh, —gen, —gf, ~@d Cure digfea Qumuwurgns safgCs
TIPS 1 (HEEGLW
srs areim 1 (gréd ereiw A 17) (uL.ib 47:1)

anflar werypsPe walypn Gpréfw Gswelar o @euupth
daryps®e p@aller seamPss Harearip Haoss snPl$ Sblflev
UTESH(PLD 2 GTenas. @s srder Hés, Aeopwrs Bpheac wiss
Cegidsul Berargy. BEOSWITEY STFIGV UTFELD SETTeRTIg UGV HTeRTISI
Cunery wrh y@wigTorg. Gogutn o7 T eripdg Wi (Db
NI wIpHd Qegss L YGOUSTY g sT8d Gs Gurarg
Corer®pg. srflen DpEPw wnesd LIy -

w e s 5 o
B PesSu porLuid Geravmry SyenwuyLb:
DA FTSEH

wlw)eer eran Quuispsiveelgin, #1(s)sed a@p QUi
Bolurshgaipnd wsdlu uw Gossdg sllp-Hords
sablai Qaalley sramiu@Bepen.

1% arew 2 (gre eTeiw A 20) (Ul 47:2)

srfle waiypgPer werGunary ey IETyDSP @
GrEGsep 1 gUlfler qurssupd sraCL@EReper. sTFle wIFsLD
UL Ty :

& UT § & Lr @ g &
Q& PesPw pari_ufler Kol euBongy Byenion)ib:
sup sLad
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srs aew 3 (gie e A 21) (ui.b 47:3)

a8l waTypsB® wei Gurerp g aipid Saryngse
seuavPsdFlaeanpd SBLAG eursspid sresTliuBRaiman. sn&leir
QUITESLD GU(BLDITRY :

2a B g ew
Qs QesSw sl IaTanBLTy KU :
2. 58 yeir

@u Quuwi 2581 BLssBISDIWE Quplue Rarerg.
SNECuwLi g B gs @@ uremend Faald 2. 5@ g e11m Grwt
sBlp-19ombl erpsgisaiier erupsOUl Barengy.

&as craw 4 (pIew erew A 37) (Ui_ib 47:4)

sn8le pATyDSR sEFISHG L ohis T Burery  argegpid
darypg®e @ GPIGL slifler eursspin STeRTLLGS EDen. @6
upsed apss & eraiy QoERBEE GaucwGib. @sr 2 uTCwUrs
GSUIB QUL Br sflEGsr Gurd @QECBurm s-553w
siesFlyaTangs. STHG BHERW uTESD uUBLLTD.

[8] ev 9 L e
Bs QusDw perLufler WetaumpLTy Hewyd :
Peavev L eir

Beven eraim TR BEE Qener Reapw (yayw) BL.5GB 75 B eir
QuuiledBiey Qupliulcgrew. @UOuw Dovninss Gwas
swllai Gsafiigys @iPurelar oD mss sl Gaadgnd e
@ rssales sremLILBRDY. SiPFHGHrsHev oL §F LAenFFevasen
Brgyar araipid, psiwews Gevsuiley Puweir sreiiprin sblp-Aombl
STupsgseiier @ Guuwi erupsliul Berers.

Ol e etaiip Quui @& st eoereng Gurear@p & L ar
sy Qsrhisiyeluigan sllp-Aorhs soQal g
SIS L Rerengy @SBGOS sE5g.

FEXRHH Faild HFHUDSET

Cupasan. gualer o lume e @s arsaemers wppll
Cungiounen Bl SBEZS®TE FmpUpPILUD -

L. pneug snssefigin Cuuwisear -y Gl (pyeusTew @aas

S8pL QuuwisGerwng. Guwayn sBP-IImMAEGs aMu Fply

SIWPSBTEW MHEIUPLD GTVXTE FTEKEAQID ST ILBRDS).
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2. @asrssaliar erupsse RSB EH D, ﬂ@;ﬂg]&mmc’% &nl;Lq.L:l
vgseb Yyepddeiyd @ slp-diTlds gmss
sl Pediiar QgrLds st NPT HFWIT K.(p. 2ib
MDDTISIDL_G FTIBG@ @ T SBSwTo. SLPET 130 QFIeueng
e ggarer pruemhsald uramguer Gu@apBuilar @)
8155Cer @aruaTey Lpend UITWUBSaITELD.

3. sblyp wemlass Gupleni Cgdiaflohionss sLpsIl uGBsaled
®ulud Qg BoLgs pursPas sps@aryhd seupBleGbs
egursdsliul L unflueflsamayd odosdar Op
uGBsMmEGh QualsrPsmsG appwd Osdg wiserr.
(uemenL g sllpssPa Cariigrri e QsT@uemsd Fshd
sursBers spsaldll@misy urfueaisoear 2 Husd Gy
Qsrifipsrewsar @wisa aaTuMBYLD, ANEG BLES
Sspauriasaiss unmens Sagisaie Lplulc SBlp-Agmbl,
Slhiger-Gymll urssmiser HepLggiererew eTaTLIMS LD JOLITC
@BUSL. Gaer®ip).

1 Qssrssears sllp Qurflde swsdar QuuwisefGaGuw
CQaehliBio 2 Awaw Cpdralwimsdiss Gy Suipis walss
SWssaial gawaisdar QupBnisert edTug @B Fpliures
QeiBung .

sl Q4 s Gerew (gudesdans S8 f@id) s HrSmBe LLksEEL 6
QassflL e sigind sps prerdfiuiserée penfl L_fse grordiwursefarn
e flaw Qubpeawrgw

Hmaw 11 o0s6

1. Osmund Bopearachchi & Rajah M. \Mckremesinﬁe Ruhuna: An Ancient
Civifisation Re-visited. Numismatic and Archaeological Evidence on Injand and
Maritme Trade, Nugegoda, Sri Lanka, 1999,

2. iravatham Mahadevan “Corpus of the Tamil Brahmi Inscriptions®,
Seminar on Inscriptions, 1966, Madras, 1968.

3. Iravatham Mahadevan, *Ancient Tamil Coins from Sri Lanka®, Journal of the
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48. wmptiurer werarissr Galeuie L
Gx g prewrwamisesr

U. UL WD, SERETQYT.

unesguiladr v ggaruBsanen gilussssiauig@esGar (pgede
WIPUUTEIEED Fh@IenTd SmapsInss CSTar( HIFa0SSUTSeH
aers smpud eugeTppOEsisar wgwrhpy @PesPwuhseld Hhams,
wrplunemn aa Gupulc goOFSIUSH SpUUL L TGYLD
Qaowdsar@®o pwvararBu GPSs0smayn smp e peart
(@sBoumewn : 1972). @ésravgPevgre @akimas gblpiser (pgeir
wpepwis premwumiseer Geueluli_g GarimBernisdr eraUSHES
Gouwareriser Gewaldll L ''Geg agud Quwmy) Qurhés
BICRIRIGETS FAMDIEE STL BE ST DT,

QereugeswnenL. waraisar §.09. 13440 BIHDTRI S BES 8. 0.
17 g0 mppramy e wpuGRaemr Gag egpid Qumf Qurdgs
15 1T @G58T W 4 &5 65 T Qauafudl . Dareremi. @) eu it & air ST
RorGweveusd Pl Bis wbgmwUl@aTyD, HESVSHL W BTRIEG
CQeray Bss s idearys Heera; Spib waTETL HALD
Qevelud’ L o5 peuemiselgyn, Qsmysalgyn, so@a (Hsalgib,
presmukisaigin Geg eraiip Qardwamer wasw QurPurs,
Gasflaarons wwsTu@®sBari (Pathmanathan : 1980:411-413).
Rigrouewy Revi_ggeuppier QuEiburerarenas @&l 1B TGTUWIIS S TG LD .
@serrew Qeliy premwisigener wl.Gits  GeueMiiL L iriser  eTewus
SpLUl B ussg. vy Guor®Awi wugwprsear Qurevge
msmsrmellesy @bwerent Qewefelllo G e eme wib
g@Bpougnss GPLGL Qeararni. syawawdid @ésL Gy
& Nwgred @uboawant Qeaeldll L Qeusrol prewrurbiseneas sew®
Sy és wusss (yapuglewn: 1999:6-9). gpendd euemsuigyid,
Qgreansdiigin Qeliy premuisaaGu HBswTs Qe L ari erend
&n DGUITLD.

Qeuiaomsdlagin, sllpssPair @isreavubsdar U
s@n@iydsiul G Qisremugas wrt Qauelb L nisar etetugy
Bem srewwns yfluliuL g @aprala @iacubssl. IBEGsl
s1airp oPiesT sarg Cosiilidev apergy Gegy pnemrumsaen eaisB s
Cun@Pard slp Qumfldss vdpFuieowTs smremgsta Faheop
WITw (phHuL efldveney (Prensep; 1858:423). enpev Gr_afl_av (Rhys
Davids) ereiin ofiepi Gogy promuiiseden ereni., syemay, Gsrppid
sT@ruen S smmwadiard ugTsERILUTGANEE BT e w k& e ar
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esPrplustey @ouwaierGar uneariy BT YPEsGEDsrs
@isremussoa Quadllilad sTews smpPlerni. @QsH©
Ut Rowurgalier uemL gsarul Lty FTLYHGL UL CwBSH4
Qesein Sute A wIrERrourgedar Quuwléy premrwdisanar
Cualdf L T Tewd SHaMUIDFID SIS FTRIDTSEE ST 19 OTT
(Culavamsa 47:101). @Grssambluni (Rev.Tracey) @onwprgLrsss
GeguBsar Qaualtllc Cegu® eaarp Quwry Quahss
premwksmsg, Gsg eap Qumfl Quirbiss premwmisensdEhn
@aocBarar Cugur@seas s yssriy Gsg Qump) Qurhss
premwiisat Qamesdd Fplurs an_Qeamstles e uamss
Qsrea® @eas QadeasiBaly Queld Ul gnss sailermi
(Tracey 1889-94:1-12). sl @rennfgsnsi s Heorss 70 Gsgy
FTERIUMSO HUNGS YU wiss C&TeRr( @Qeauperm
BTG sOFEITES ClerawB U6 ylss wrplures
wdreisBar Qe L arr erehip EBSms s54 &FITGH gy & @ L_ 687
Qe L nr{Gnana Prakasar 1920:172-179).

Jdhsrewi@a Qerlfid e (Codrington: 1820), wsewnsi
@oresTwsio (1926), CugrPAwi o). Fleusmd (1974), OF. Dpayemmen
(1983) GuaenGpri Qehiens gpremwiiser QsTLfurs pyiey
CeszCungy puwses Deorss Gosa pravTumser upBuyio
SBUS L Qarareni. gyemrey 1978, 1980 snewliugRuler Guon@Awur .
ugwprget CSuh@ararL sdiey peTeneTw HpWeysener afli 1y
LS g WwasRusgiud QuySps (1978, 1960). Qeur s&EGS
Bei g3 8053 Cuiul L Cegpremwiiseamer &me g e uiev
WPEF P DWTS L cuaneaLILBRGBwBSTE), SHupPIaT eTemi_, oray,
GPIBser, Faambser, smepwbd eTareuHdlen L9 air e emfl uflev
@uden wy wosursl GRSz, Heunmer Few prewrw ki aledn
wgearenly ey, fleop edueTauDBIN o eirer Cauyunl e &
a8 o U fysarsls seafsgerarmi (1880 : 414-417).

S wlls sl Gar yHAugrd a@ewdiensuies Fplurs
uEsM, Gaawrrd 8, #5s5Grre., HSSIT HPw @ disefen
ST YN RYL, whs el L 5 bgy b pwés CGupuliL. Geg
sresmwiisenans Bssfés WPy dss. subper GuorPwi Lig LD B TS
Hutsar ydiay Qg BrewiuiisEnid, Geup Hacas 15 TGO LI &5 G LD
o2 aTemen. @) e ou B T es3 wi i & o) G B bQupgerer
Slareniis s e e mer Gognes Caugurler wi @i
AR OUSL wTES CQEraa® uSs wanswTs 19fAG& 0L Derenen.
ess - 1 (1 1b 48:1)

@w@msuﬁ?@y&. B 7 g ans wPswrssk S $5 FrewTwkiiseT
Qaumspus srijge. BUPETC G premweweTars LGB LD
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@eaupmns Gsry sramwwrsGa T@SH S0 TETL 6w QLG
@spramuiiseficn Ggnppeioiin; GETpETeTWAIGMaTL QuipLoaTay
93PBLLGs srgemwr@h. wrpluTen wereart Geseldll L
Sobuste praswn @gGwars Guor§lflui ugwpIseEr Sauisar
EGEPoT (1980:417). @se QUIFMUTAT HDFUSET:

@ : sdupean (yssM), el b : 1.8 Qs Beop : 2.3 &Kgw.
wpeIypy : euewg ypy wTigs Bewdle DG wefls o @
wag s o wigslul L Pewaded @b Suran e Qurgamas
sTUS Ph&pg. 8By spPuer, @L UyUDLD SSHNTES.

Aerymin : aueugl Lmib LTIGS Bepeuiler HWIBB MBS G weflgamain.
SgaEhe sl eupsgisseie Gsg earaip o ararg.

s -2 (UL 1b 48:2)

wpswTeug Framusasls GUTE, HETTO Gl NPESGLD, S
CarewaliLr®in Gastede g). NS wellg o (Feudi .l HWTES
sneeruyEeuld pEDw Fenenons @ o CupDpeTing.

@uLib : swpemen (ypsM), el e : 1.9 Qs.ib, Plep : 3.8 Hu.
werypn : Quiype ApG weally e@aun. QoUpepd GHS
aflerd @ Har.

deryps @ @uLLypwns Hwits steary@eun. Guwed ugBula
Denpssi@oar. sreneriicn 8p gibhflev Gogy erairgy o airengys.

@eans - $ (uLw 48:3)

@oenrag wasowl Qullgd 93s%. @LUpsBD
yoem@gbu Guoarpy srew U @& g . s uil e % (Lp B B oi
svisfdatiu’L wiae sTanluGaugLar @ghud WPafw
Fereriuseliev gerprs @ 1b GQuppeTerg).

@uib : pognt (4ssM), el : 4.0 Gs.8, Hlewp : 4.0 Honib.
wp@ypid : welypl HHGD wefls o Gab. @ OISO
swigstiul L feoawle waog os gGsm @@ CQuigamag
sTiRuany DpRns. @ OuynsPe wremgbutd Guranp Gunger.
welypSPe GsHalars.

Serypis : @COypwrs HLIEEGEGD srearyBak. Swle
GeopssiBogn, @Augyh. srenardicr 2 sullfler Cog aranp Guiwd.
weans - 4 (UL b 48:4)

ps® apeEIp s premwisamer aflLd SO Quiwenau.
KL eranealismasda G smBBwTs KoL garae. @Pev
@LeQuppara Gsualasyg Gery 51 e Wk & el ey Qb
@sgdasos CQuiigie gggema. @eea @oawL Tougl SMUEL L
B ITERT U P 6T .
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@i : sdFnd (Gpewgr &), af i : L8 Qs.b, Feop : 3.0
Kgmp.

wpeyped ¢ @COypD SSEalaé. wUUDL ST, pHafed
woyp uTiss Powdd ApG wells 2 G,

Searypty : welypl urigs Heoells NWIFRGEGL wefig
2 Bab. awlyph sBlifle Gsg edm Quuwi o ereg.

s - 5 (UL ib 48:5)

Beaw apaprug stws i sogs G [BITEBAT W1 & 6T .

@ - Quiprene (Qganogr §), el : 1.9 Q.8 pop -
3.0 Bgmp.

wpSTLpiD : wiYPL B wefls 2 peatd. @ LLDLTE HWihS
arewaTyBeutd. NgH GupuEgPlie Genpsss@od. @bs Sbssas
FIHETING wes Fremwumsdlie sTev(puwalieveame. STameruder
aurpugBuyLer PR sTertu@Ppgs. L OypsSe UL sgiL ar
sypw Gsgafiarde o ararg.

dSerypis @ @uLlyps HWIBPBEGHD wallg 2 @Beaib. awelypl
sllfiev Coegy aranip Ouwi STETOILGS DG
&ens — 6 (L b 48:6)

QEsreruiisar s@@BUIPL, NPGD HEsama. @ames U
sorysaiigyd, wywdsalgd gEsOul GoTarar. Gu@plo gD
Geuared premwiisen @éruamnaamws Criggme. QSHGL ysHd
Beangg Qaered, Gely premuibisedr Epss TRSHSST L G,

6 &) @L b : ysgar (wlanwd), 2 Cunsd : Qedy, el b : 1.7
Gs.8, Peop : 2.8 Bynd.

6 o) @b : ygsni (weSlampin), 2 Gawrs : Geuerel, el (b : 2.4
.8, Fleap : 11.6 Kgmid.

wpeTypid ¢ welyp BHGn wefly o (B wwg o5 CFTEEEG
Cula g8s7 9@ Quimea glPwary 2 oTaTs. WLLDWLTS
Gsgaiads. QeDGU vEsERS Cud sTaTluUGODS. @Lg @5
BypGp1s8 9Csr gv Quimeas Qsriieurmy o erag.
ReaaesL @1 smiqw LIWTS HVRGE WEFITYSLOTS @ wEsTD.
Searypk : w.cuﬁg p_@.mg@i)@u uBens @)L Oymims o iES EGLD
sr@aTyBun. KN Gupudswrsl depisiBoaud, ©MNugid
e arren. aneadiar 8p glifler Gegy ety Quuir SrearlLGRDS-
weas - 7 (ULw 48:7}

Pear Bes HPwamas. wheopw premwiiseis @b Qupp weflz
2 BuSPHGL uBwTE T B Bsp Csrau Ty welld @spsd
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uLd 48. Geg premwmser; 1.2. saogpenen; 3. pagni: 4. sésmi;
5. Qupprea: 6. ysgrr; 7. dpully.; 8. apsCrreL

9. efyureRrigwen apenar: 10. i@y,
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@i Qupgicraes. saemaryEaiLd SL.gPev HyoibGerarg).

@i - Agunily (wellsmwd), ol : 1.8 Q&.8, Beop : 3.4
Sgmbp.

waEyp - wlick, el gBhe QaeCu aleibeou gluyu
yarelsear. wlLg@p@ar LB Qs OsrawL. grweg wev e
Resgpser. Hpw wiPde giblfler Gog erairp oIS Quonyf) 2 airemg.
Berypte @ LB @ Oymtd umigs BlowdlloHwits STaner
CuaugPiie deps s5S8oeb, GAugd 2 arenar.

s - 8 (L b 48:8)

@apdda oaam Raausdar Ogalanseayd, JPsTSQL
anisslu Beraren. @@ @ bQupmuerer wulley, wevi eTeTLIGT
goaww sremwksaadnis @Qeupeon GupuGssPaiper.

@ui : 558 (wellamwn), el b : 2.0 Q& Peop : 3.7
By,

wesyps ¢ @ Lypld uTTdg FDGL weflgaj@ead. BTG &SEHLD
Cula 2 wisPuw feade wet Gureamn Qummener apFBweuTyy
o drarer. @ABUDU SLSHLG S SSH VTS
Serypd : @& YDWITE ST JOAGHTNS. QSDEG (pesTanmer
alypers wlld sarag. sTease Cwe Geapdss@ o,
@Muguin o arereer. sremarse 88y gilifle Gagr erarp Gmyf) o erangy.
alefiberus sapf wei Qurl Gl Cunadin o Gekiser sreliLBEpa.
ews - 9 (1 10 48:9)

R alirug wesamws sripgec. gered earypsBe
LdgEGl uBawrs il @b QuppieTerg).

@i : Fgursryuaigames (Yssm), ol L : 2.1 Q&.if, Heop :
3.0 &gmib.

Werypl : @riypwts Apeh walisd. @aupipl Gdselrss.
Saryp : @ iypt HNwiFRBEGL sTemay@an. sE G
Gapssi@oe, eMwuer. srenarée wper QBB ClareEnL saweny.
areasg 88y sulifle Gy aaip Qury sremtL@NEDG.
@ees - 10 (U ib 48:10)

GEdau QosreNy wmasmws Gsifsaa. ggeaw @@
snepardg (peenTey waflg o (paud STSTUIURRDS.

Qi : syemi (Ypsd), aLbd : 2.0 Oe.if, Hep : 2.6 Rgmbd.
GEypL - @ iypwrs Ppee wells o @b @@UDED
GG e,

Saupe © QUlypd NwiERréen stmaryman. s G
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Fenpé spBret, Glwer. snmmsg (perane Bheh wefig 2 Faiwpib,
srovms@ 88y gulfley Gogr eraip Qumply srewiLFSEper.

FRGNMIG FDVFSITES CeT@uL HI& 30 HATHEEHESEG Guosh
HL& ylEssDGs S sraipsar o au®. Hllgd E)eswrer
weararisefienr GQuwi, smewin, HCHOUIOY eEUmMDeD sHag
HPbg QsrearaniGurPu sraipseT @Gy D ssaldwea.
@sfeade Cupsmpliul L. presmuksaian. Gu 2 drar Gaugur@sar,
sTamUuBL @Liser erdruer @eanflar eIl sre wgwngy,
Qum@enrgngid, HWOFTLH 2 pay eTa@LuDOD 2 YBOUGSS Saeray
sgafarpar. Cuwgid pramwuiseies G bQuppearer sreamer, @evib,
Geuev, wuiled, grwens, Ggaalamss Qurap whsws Faremsar
Ruweaarisar aswswusPar By Qenary@is FOUTL®LS
Ogafeurss Gsryl B w1l @&,
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T.N. Subramanian Endowment lecture - 1999.

HISTORICAL OUTLINE
M.R. Raghava Varier, Kozhikode.

The pioneering studies in Indian Palaeography were necessarily
characterised by descriptive accounts of the shape of individual letters
and their changes in the successive stages of evolution.! These studies
were highly useful for protessionals for learning the archaic scripts and
for deciphering archaic documents. At times they were useful in sug-
gesting a comparative chronology for undated records.? A serious limi-
tation of this method is that there is little scope in it to enquire into more
basic factors which were instrumental in bringing about the changes in
the system of writing. Therefore, such studies could not go beyond the
boundaries of conventional historiography and to frame fresh questions
that may venture new explanations for the evolution of characters. Above
all, the emergent interdisciplinary approaches in social sciences have
started expecting information from all sorts of sources and the 'art of
writing' is conceived as an instituted process. Conventional palaeogra-
phy is hardly capable of giving any valuable information to these new
perspectives excepting a decipherment of a difficult script or a variant
version of a text or so.

( 51. EVOLUTION OF THE EARLY BRAHMIIN 3

Recently there are enquiries into the relations among literacy, so-
cial development, writing etc.? In the light of these new insights, new
topics such as the uses of writing in a given historical context, an its
effects in the society are increasingly discussed.® Nevertheless, they
are the least concerned about the palaeographical aspects of archaic
writing.

' 8p suSrveflue swisl eard QsrpGumBlaset abpl GupCaem @i
cap ofenpeiia. o grragn warGsaer § & U (puay) Seursa. sllps
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The present paper is intended to understand the social, cultural
and technological forces which are at work in changing the shape of
characters and the nature of writing materials. For such an enquiry we
are looking afresh at the Mauryan Brahmi which is the mother script of ail
regional scripts in aimost entire South Asia. The Mauryan edicts, which
are the earliest of all datable Indian inscriptions, employ four scripts for
communicating with the peopie. in the extreme west of the empire, Asoka
used the Greek and Aramaic scripts whereas in the regions of
Shabazgarhi and Mansehra near modern Peshawar, he employed
Kharoshti, a derivative of the Aramaic script. Elsewhere in the subconti-
nent his edicts are engraved in the Brahmi Characters. The variety of
scripts used in communicating the same ideas implies the development
of local subjects on different cultural heritage.

Palaeographical studies of the Mauryan Brahmi have shown that
the script had several variants ®* This may be viewed as resulting from the
local tradition of writing as well as personal styles. In addition to these,
there is the southern variety of Brahmi, which figures consistently in the
lists of characters of the traditional literary texts. The southern brahmi is
not simply a local variant of the Northern or Mauryan Brahmi though both
are mutually connected by a strong tradition of indigenous style. The
southern Brahmi conceived basic signs for vowels and consonants,
medical vowel sign and compound letters in a different way from the
system of Mauryan Brahmi.* This would perhaps show that the local va-
rieties of writing were taking shape in their respective localities under
vanious influences including linguistics and historical forces. In this pa-
per we are tocussing on the Mauryan Brahmi with occasional references
to the southern variety of Brahmi also.

The earliest datable specimen of Brahmi occurs in the Asokan
edicts. Its almost finished and perfect form seems to imply some previ-
ous stages of evolution. Some scholars are of the opinion that the Brahmi
script was 'most popular and was known right through the country from
one end to another'” Some of the edicts themselves suggest just the
opposite by instructing high officials to read out the edicts to the people’'s
gatherings. Common people are also advised to hear them when they
are read out on accasions specially meant for the purpose.® What fol-
lows seems to be that, firstly, access to writing was restricted to some
government personnel and probably the inhabitants of the viharas who
were instrumental for a transition in the sangha from orality to literacy
and in spreading the art of writing among pre-literate communities. Sec-
ondly the content of the edicts was not meant for individuais but they
were addressed to the community as a whole, or a section thereof or the
bureaucracy which was to propagate the policy of Dhamma.
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The pre-literate stage of the cultural development of communities
coupled with the nature of content of the edicts determine the character
of the writing materials. Important ptaces of periodical public gathering
were chosen to publicise the royal proclamations by engraving them on
natural boulders or free - standing pillars . On the hard surface of the
dressed stone chisel-and-hammer method was used for engraving let-
ters. These materials necessitated the use of straight lines and simple
strokes in forming the shape of characters. A careful examination of the
Mauryan Brahmi letters would show that all of them are engraved using
only two basic signs of straight line as well as circle or part thereof. A
step further, it is highly interesting to note that in all cases of characters
with a circle or arc, there are angular variants made up of straightlines
alone.® This is perhaps an indication of the fact that an angular variant or
prototype had been in use in the case of which the number of basic units
of signs can be reduced to a single straight line stroke.

The Mauryan Brahmi characters with their predominant basic unit
of straightline strokes indicate that they were originally designed to write
on a hard surface. However, this does not preclude its use for writing on
softer objects such as the birch bark, paim leaf, etc. A text like the
Arthasastra of Kautalya presupposes the use of writing for academic
and administrative purposes. Most probably, the circular and cursive types
of writing infiltrated into the original angular variety due to the increase in
the use of writing on softer surfaces. In this historical context, the use of
writing was confined to an extremely narrow sector of society. For the
rest of the population written texts were a semiotic symbol of power and
authority. This was perhaps the reason for perpetuation of a style of writ-
ing for a long period.

The script used in the earliest evidences of writing in South India
is a variety of Brahmi which is known differently as cave characters,
Dravida Brahmi. Tamil Brahmi, etc. The close similarity between the north-
ern and southern scripts is explained by a simple diffusionist perspective
of cultural borrowing. An aspect of culture 1s borrowed whoiesale and not
piece-meal as conceived by several people including experts in some
areas of scholarship. In the case of the Southern Brahmi the letters are
conceived in a different way and this has resulted in a change in the
visual representation of sounds.™ This seems to suggest that the whole
system of writing is conceived differently from the northern system. Still
the basic characters are retained, adapted and reshaped to suit the re-
quirements of the Dravidian phonology. It is not totally improbable that
the Tamil Brahmi system of writing developed independently from an
archaic stock which reached upto the far south even before the days of
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the edicts. It is a well established fact that the commercial and cuitural
contacts between the north and the south started much earlier. The south-
ern variety of Brahmi is not confined to the region of cave {abels alone. it
is found in Bhattiprolu in Krishna Valley in Andhrapradesh.

Writing occurs in the South in different contexts of merit acquiring
religious donations, profiteering trade and commerce and the mundane
day to day life. Written evidence is mainly in the form of labies consisting
of names of donors, donees etc. The cave lables seem to have addressed
themselves to monks, Chieftains and wandering tradesmen. In the case
of traders also the short labeis were means for storing memory and keep-
ing accounts. But the inscribed potsherds found in several habitational
sites would indicate the prevalence of writing albeit rudimentary level
among the common folk.™ This is not to argue that the evidence of in-
scribed potsherds goes to prove that there was an unprecedented in-
crease in literacy among the common folk in early historical South India.
What we intend to suggest here is that the introduction of the use of
writing to a wider section of society would result in the emergence of a
number of 'rural' styles, parallei to the standardised and professional
style serving in royal courts and urban centres. These rural styles would
bring about several amateurish variants for standardized forms of char-
acters.™ We come across several such variants on potsherds, cave lables,
etc. They hardly brought in any basic change since the technology re-
mamned changeless.

An evolutionary stage in the writing of the early Brahmi is discern-
ible in a set of western Indian epigraphical records which are distributed
in a number of Buddhist centres such as Kanheri, Kuda, Mahad, Bhaja,
Karle, Nasik, Junnar, etc'. A careful look at the inscriptional texts indi-
cates the prevalence of some pattern in the recording of religious gifts.
Thus a gift depends, for its value, on several factors such as the faith,
{earning, morality and intention of the giver, the manner and moment of
gift and the qualities of the donee. The best of all gifts are those given to
the virtuous and enlightened saints.” Interestingly, this idea of gift as a
merit acquinng act is different from the primitive reciprocal gift and this
changing connotation of a social act is an outcome of corresponding
changes in the social order. The meritorious and religious gift giving is
best explained and supported by the Mahayanist principle of Bodhisattva.
According to earlier Buddhist belief, each individual had to strive for him-
self for attaining moksa, the eternal bliss, nirvana. Mahayana philosophy
believes that the merit acquired by one can be transferred to another and
this is known as punyapannamana. In other words, 'the independent in-
dividual responsibility stressed in early Buddhism has disappeared and
instead we have a world dependent on benevolent lords'.'® According to
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the changed concept of Bodhisattva, the merit acquired by him is trans-
ferred to his devotees and bide his time until even the smallest insect
had reaches the highest goal.'” Almost all the records of the Buddhist
caves and chaitya of western India are about religious gifts and transfer-
ence of merit, the two major privotal principles of the Mahayana Bud-
dhism. The royal patronage extended by some Satavahana kings to the
Mahayana priestly groups of the Bhadrayanika-s, Mahasanghika-s etc.
are tangible evidence to the spread and influence of the Mahayana belief
system including its ritual gifts into the western Deccan.

The large number of donors figuring in the records belong to dif-
ferent sections of society including kings, military chiefs, royal officials
and functionaries of high and low statuses, merchants, heads of patriar-
chal families. Monks, nuns, mendicants, various artisans, smiths, work-
ers and so on. Gifted objects generally include votive objects like struc-

“tural buildings such as Vihara, Caitya and parts thereof, The changed
concept of gift would necessitate recording of the details of gifts on the
gifted object itself. The art of writing is employed here in a new function
but the donor need not be a literate in this case. Therefore the changed
concept of gift cannot be taken to bring in a change then in liteacy or in
the system of writing. But in the Deccan region two important objects of
gift made their appearance for the first time in the first and second cen-
turies of the Christian era-Money as endowment and land as gift to the.
priestly monks. The highest number of land grants is recorded at Nasik
and Junnar - 6 each. ™ A break-up of these grants would significantly
show that when five grants in the form of villages are made by ruling
authorities, seven are made by private individuals. With the emergence
of money and land as objects of donation the recording of gift acquired
added importance. As a means of living, land was valuable and its trans-
action needed some effective strategies for the validation of its owner-
ship.

Recording the grants on imperishable material like copper plate,
rock surface etc. was in practice but the original order of the royal au-
thority was on palm leaves. It was necessary for the title holders to pro-
duce the document of ownership when a counter claim or a doubt arises
about the property or its boundary, The document had to be on portable
material. Unlike the moral instructions of Dhamma of the Asokan edicts
and the record of the ritual gift of the Buddhist cave centres, written docu-
ments become an object to be possessed by the individuals or groups.
Itis in this context that the writing required a stylistic change-a change
which was brought about replacing chisel and hammer by palm leaf and
the stylus. In addition to the ownership of landed property, some admin-
istrative rights were also given up for the first time in the grants of
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Gautamiputra Satakarni in the 2nd century A.D. ® This practice was to
increase in the later times as shown by several records of the succes-
sive periods ' The rights and privilege also required some document of
authority in order to make them valid and acceptable to the others. This
was another site of writing slowly spreading into various spheres of life.

Royal courts had official arrangements for recording the orders of
the ruler when they were orally issued.? The use of palm leaf and stylus
was essential for such instant documentation. Another site of extensive
writing and preservation was gathering momentum with the practice of
reducing religious texts to writing. New schools of thought had to com-
pose texts to ascertain their positions. It is in this period that several
Mahayanist texts such as Mitindapanho, Ratnakuta collection and com-
mentaries to earlier works appeared.® The extensive use of palm leaves
for writing purpose is weil supported by the composing and copying of
texts and this indicates a shift of society from orality to literacy. ltis inter-
esting in this context to remember that fields were granted to plant palm
trees, evidently for coliecting palm leaves for writing.

From the above facts it seems that two distinct centres, namely
the royal courts and Buddhist viharas were emerging as sites of profific
writing. From the contents of the written texts it is clear that they were
addressed to a small section of society which had access to knowledge
and power. Amateurish writing was not sufficient for the type of work
demanded by the centres where the art of writing flourished. The writing
attained some standardisation which led to patterning and stylization of
the Brahmu characters. This pattern of writing was perhaps the reason
for identifying an early variety of Brahmi as the Satavahana 8rahmi. In
delineating the characteristics of the Satavahana Brahmi it can be noted
that there 1s a tendency for shortening of the lengthy vertical and horizon-
tal lines and strokes. This is typical of the writing with a stylus. Secondly,
a change of angulanty to cursiveness is evident in most characters and
this is needed to suit the structure of paim leaf. But the replacement of
straight line vertical and horizontal strokes by circular and spiral cursive
signs was yet to take place. Thirdly there 1s a tendency to employ cursive
hines to write each letter In a continuous flow. Finaly an attempt at beau-
tification of characters is discernible in the records. These peculiarities
are met with not only In the Satavahana records but also in varying quan-
tities in the inscriptions of the Kshatraps-s, ikshvakui-s and Salankayana-
s as shown by the palaeographical charts of ancient Indian scripts pre-
pared by the pioneers. The changes that were taking place in the writing
can be explained as demanded by the matenials used for writing. In other
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words, change in technology was the most important force in the evolu-
tion of writing and the character of new technology was decided by socio-
economic and cultural processes which where working in society at a
deeper level.

In the Satavahana territories these were manifest in the form of a
set of new land relations and a principle of transference of merit releas-
ing ordinary people from the burden of individual religious suffering and
at the same time harnessing them to a new set up with total depend-
ence on lords.

Judging from the available specimen of later scripts the course of
development of the Southern Brahmi was not very different from the
Deccan. However, sources with necessary detailed information are want-
ing to delineate the evolution of the earlier cave characters to the Pallava
Grantha and Tamil Grantha on the other. What we miss here is the real
pointers to the historical content in which the changes took place. From
the evolved characters of the above systems of writing one is likely to
infer that the development was caused by similar changes in the land
relations and the owning patterns. From the Pallava records of Hirahada
haili and Mayidavolu one could very well infer a change in the writing
materials in the case of the records in Deccan. The exact nature of the
forces compelling such a change is not known.

Regarding Vatteluttu, its evolved form appears in records of grants
to private individuals, temples etc. For tracing the evolution of the Vatteluttu
characters from the Tamil Brahmi, it is necessary to identify certain stages
for development. The characters employed in the early cave labels are
simple, upright and linear with long straight vertical and horizontal strokes
and sharp angels, curves and circles are minimal. The first stage in the
evolution is characterised by a tendency to shorten the vertical lines of
the signs. This tendency can be seen in the Araccalur label. The second
stage of development is discernible in the Pugalur record. The later
cursive form of the alveolar na is employed in this record along with the
linear type. The occurence of both the type in the same record appears
to suggest a stage in the process of evolution. The third stage is repre-
sented by the Thirunatharkunru record in which most of the letters geta
cursive or roundish shape while the remaining ones retain their linear
shape with a tendency to become cursive. Allograph of vowel marker for
the long and short 'i* have all become circular while the linear strokes are
retained. Another peculiarity is that aimost all the letters are written pos-
sibly at a stretch in a continuous chain in contradistinction with the earlier
type made of linear units.
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A careful examination and comparison of the Vatteluttu and the

Tamil Brahmi characters would make it clear that the evolution was com-
pleted with the displacement of the vertical and honzontal straight lines
and angles by circular lines and curves. It appears that a pattern is fol-
lowed n the process of evolution. This can be enumerated as follows :-

1.

Horizontal and verical lines are turned curves, circular lines and
spirals
Angularities are changed into curves

The letters are written at a stretch in a continuous chain as a sin-
gle unit.

The positions of curved lines and spirals is slightly shifted wher-
ever necessary to conform to the line space. These characteristic
features are acquired as a resuit of the practice of writing with a
stylus. The stylus, held in the right hand with its point downwards
turned on its axis, often on a pivot of a groove in the nail of the
engraver's left thumb. This type of writing would require the for-
mation of circular, curvilinear and spiral units. This system once
standardized, the stone-engravers also copied it despite the na-
ture of their material
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TAMIL NADU ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY,
THANJAVUR

Receipts and Payments Account for the year ended 31.3.2000

To Opening Balance
" Cash in Hand 603.34
* Cash at Bank

Indian Bank

Thanjavur 696.00
" SBI, Thanjavur 9,379.41
" Bank FD 1,30,000.00
" Sale of Books 8,010.00
*  Membership Fees 11,670.00
" Interest 9,367.41
164

By Bank FD 1,20,000.00
" Printing 18,070.00
" Typing Charges 1,766.75
" Audit Fees 450.00
* Salary 450.00
“  Honorarium 2,000.00
" Postage 1,919.00
* Bank Charges 277.00
" Freight 194.00
" General Expenses 1,364.00
* Closing Balance

Cash at Bank

SBI, TNJ 22,097.82

iB, TNJ 728.00
* Cashin hand 409.59

1,69,726.16

(Sd.) V. Ramasamy, B.Com., ACA

Chartered Accountant
No. 1137, East Main Street,
Thanjavur
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TAMIL NADU ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY,

THANJAVUR
Income and Expenditure for the year ended 31.3.2000
Expenditure Income
To Printing Charges 18,070.00 | By Sales of Books 8,010.00
" Typing & Stationery ~ 1,766.75 |* Membership Fees 11,670.00
" Audit Fees 450.00 | |nterest 9,367.41
" Salary 450.00
* Honorarium to
T.N. Subramanian
Endowment Lecture  2,000.00
" To Postage 1,919.00
" Bank Charges 277.00
" Transport (Freight) 194.00
" General Expenses 1,364.00
" Excess of Income
Over Expenditure 2,556.66
29,047 .41 29,047 .41

Balance Sheet as 31.3.2000

Liabitities

Assests

Opening Balance
Add : Excess of

1,40,678.75 |Fixed Deposit 1,20,000.00
Cash at Bank

Income Over Indian Bank TNJ 728.00
Expenditure 2,556.66 |SBI Thanjavur 22,097.82
Cash in Hand 409.59

1,43,235.41 1,43,235.41

(Sd.) V. Ramasamy, B.Com., ACA
Chartered Accountant

No. 1137, East Main Street,
Thanjavur
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For Further Information :

Secretary, Tamilzakat Tolliyal Kazakam,

{Tamil Nadu Archaeoiogical Society),

C/o, Depantment of Epigraphy and Archaeology.
Tamil University, Thanjavur - 613 005.
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