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59. Mercantile Organisations in South India
- An Overview*

M.D.Sampath, Mysore

Dear colleagues and friends,

At the outset, I wish to express my obeisance to the eminent
epigraphist Late Prof. T.NSubrahmaniyam for his outstanding
contribution to the field of epigraphy and ancient history.

1 am extremely happy that I have been invited to deliver the
endowment lecture in memory of the great scholar Prof.
T.N.Subrahmaniyam. I take it as an honour conferred on me because of my
long association with the epigraphists of Tamizhaga Tolliyal Kazhagam
than to my merits or contribution. | am extremely thankful to
Dr.Y.Subbarayalu, Dr.P.Shanmugam, Dr.K.Rajan, Dr.Jayakumar, and other
distinguished scholars who have been kind enough to provide me an
opportunity of delivering this lecutre. This society has been doing a
commendable job by bringing together the professional epigraphists and
historians.

I have taken the subject Mercantile Organisations in South India
for today's lecture in view of the fact that the epigraphical records need to
be examined in order to understand the trade patterns and the involvement
of merchants.

The famous Arthasastra, an important treatise, pay much attention
to the trade activities and the traders. It devotes for a considerable part
with the role of the state in the economic activities during the ancient
period. The Vedic texts on the one hand reveal the cattle rearing and
agricultural activities of our people, while the Pali texts especially the
Jataka stories loomed large on the non-agrarian sectors on the economy
and commercial transactions. The spread of Buddhism and the nise of the
brahmanical cult have resulted in the hectic movement of the people from
the Indian subcontinent to the far off islands like South East Asia. Our
Indian culture in these 1slands has seen the facets of trade and traders.
Indian merchants especially from South India were involved in the long
distance trade. Qur earlier Indian literature speak of the attention paid on
mainland and maritime trade in South East Asia ( Suvarnabhum or

LITEUS LD warG s et CGerpmailss 8.5 .&Uly sl wo
SiwéalLeamend Qenpumfle. ofugrfieo gaard @sp 19
Gauefuf @ afippraficv Rapsst Quppa.
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Suvarnadvipa). Scholars hke R.C.Majumdar, Prof.K.A.Nilakanta Sastri,
Dr.G.Coedes , Dr.B.Ch. Chhabra and others have pointed cut the nature of
settlcments of the Hindu colonies in South East Asia and the role of
Indian merchants as evidenced by inscriptions. It may not be out of
context to say that the rulers of the pre Mauryan period in the Tamil
country and the Mauryans shared the economic interest south of the
Vindhyas which resulted in the far reaching consequences.

Prior to this period, the material culture of the peninsular region,
especially the Megalithic cuiture characterized by the use of iron tools, the
highly refined Black and Red ware paved a way for the movement of
precious stones, iron deposits and agricultural products. According to Dr.
A. Ghosh, the urbanism was not seen on account of the matenal culture
during the megalithic period. No doubt the late megalithic period or the
early historic pernod witnessed the involvement of South India in ancient
international trade as revealed from the statements of Pliny and Ptolemy.
The rivers like Kaveri provided a wider linkage between the coast and the
interior area as far as the megalithic culture is concered.

Two epigraphs from Mangulam in Madurai district refer to the
term nikama < (Pkt Nigama) at Vellarai, which has been identified with
the place name Vellaripatti near Mangulam. These records may be
assigned to c. 4th century B.C. Similarly a potsherd inscription from
Kodumanal belonging to the 2nd century A.D. informs us of the presence
of Nikama indicating the merchant guild that existed at several trade
centres in Tamil country. Inscriptions from Alagarmalai and Pugalur of the
carly Christian era mention the expression Vanikan or Vanikan (Vanigan)
meaning a merchant or trader. These merchants traded on different
commodities like cloth (aruvai), salt (uppu), oil (ennai), ploughshare
(kolu), raw sugar or molasses or gur (pamta), gold (pon), etc. In this
connection it may be added that a number of coastal towns or ports like
Tondi, Musiri and inland centres such as Madurai and Karuvur served for
easy trading with Rome and Mediterranean region. Tamil literary works
lend support to the existence of these ports and mercantile activities.
Prakrit inscriptions from Phanigiri in Nalgonda district of Andhra Pradesh
mention the term 4pana meaning, a trade and Apanika (indicating a shop
keeper engaged in retail trade) besides the expression nigama, all denoting
a lrade guild. Indian hterary texts give several terms relating to mercantile
guild. They are vanik, sreni, sreshthi, apanika, nauvittaka (ship owning
merchant), sarthavaha (caravan traders), etc, indicating of the categories
of trade with which merchants were engaged in the ancient period.
Arthasastra of Kautilya refers to the term sr

of people who were engaged in productive a
to the terms sreni, and nigama

eni indicating the association
ctivity. The earliest reference
from north are found mentioned in the
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Nasik inscription of Nahapana and Mathura inscription of Huviska, while
the south Indian records about this are earlier in date.

While referring to the collection of revenue, the Vishnukundi
charters like Ramatirtham plates of Indravarman (553 AD) and Polamuru
plates of Madhavavarman IV (602 AD) mention the term Kara, which has
been understood in the sense of tax paid by srenis or guilds. The
commentary Amarapada vivritti (p.499) explains the word Kara while
quoting the sreni as

Kiryate vibhajya kshipyate
Srenibhih iti karah

This idea of smiritis is well reflected in the two charters said
above. (The Vishnukundis and their times pp.133 and 139)

Almost during the same period, we hear of the exemption given to
the srenis guilds from paying certain tax according to the charter of
Vishnusena of Maitraka Vishnubhata dated 592 AD. The term sreni
mentioned in the works of Mitakshara and Viramitrodaya has been
interpreted as the organization of merchants or a corporate body. A simlar
association of traders who took keen interest in trade in South India came
ta be called vanigrama or Manigramam. The earliest reference to this term
comes from a record at Karle datable to the pre Christian or the beginning
of the Christian era. The necessity for the formation of sreni is to regulate
the commodities and the property as well as to protect the members with
dharma. The gmld was given a legal status by Mitakshara. The guilds
have been empowered 1n deciding matters of common interest.

The trade activity increased on account of the agranan
development from about the 8th century or so. Inscriptions from South
India from this period account for such an increase in commercial activity.
The trade centres and mercantile towns attracted the itinerant and the local
traders. There was a gradual increase in the royal patronage. At the same
time the merchant guilds stepped into the building up of their own
mercenary troops for the protection of their goods and for themselves.

Scholars like K.V. Subrahmanya Aiyar, K.R. Venkatarama Ayyar,
G.S.Dikshit, K. Indrapala, R.Champakalakshmi, Noboru Karashima,
Y.Subbarayalu, P. Shanmugam and others have made rich contributions in
the field of merchant guilds of South India. The statistical analysis of the
distribution of merchant guild inscriptions in South India show the highest
figure in Karnataka, followed by Tamilnadu and other states. A number of
gwilds figure in the inscriptions all over South India and their relationship
with each other has been determined on the basis of the functional
modalities, character, power and activities.
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The terms used in the inscriptions to represent the merchant guilds
ave many like dinnumuvar, Nanadesi, Manigramam, Vaniganagarattar,
Valanjiyar, Padinenvishayam, Padinenbhumi, Anjuvannam ubhaya
nanadesis, samasta or Nanadesala pekkamdru etc.

Of these, one of the biggest organizations is the dinnurruvar or
the five hundred which figures in a number of inscriptions from
Tamilnadu, Karnataka and Andhra regions. The Ainnurruvar is an
overarching organization of itinerant merchants with which many other
organizations co-opted in various ways. It acquired different status in the
different regions to suit the regional functions and interests.

The occurrence of inscriptions of the early period referring to
Ainnurruvar is more in number in Tamil nadu compared to Karnataka and
Kerala.

Distribution of Merchant Guild inscriptions

period AP | KE| KN | MH | TN | SL | SEA | TOTAL
801-900 0 1 2 0 1 0 1 5
901-1000 0 2 1 0 24 0 0 27
1001-1100 5 3 25 0 18 1 1 | 53
1101-1200 6 0 56 2 12 11 0 87
1201-1300 9 2 33 0 46 3 1 92
f1301-1400 [ 6 | 0 [ 8 | o | 1] 21 o 7
1401-1600 9 0 6 0 5 0 0 20
>1600 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 3
Total 35 8 133 2 118 15 3 20
344
Ainnurruvar

The Andhra has drawn a blank because of the insufficient
commercial growth and for the fact that what httle large scale activity that
ook place was confined to the coastal districts, the deltaic region and the
Rayalasggma area. Prior to tenth century only three inscriptions mention
xhg actvities of Ainnurruvar from Karnataka, of which two belong to
Athole in Bijapur district. Of course the record from Bedkichal in
Belgaum district is yet another one, This is a long inscription of Chalukya
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chief Irivabedenga Satyasraya dated Saka 931 (1009 AD). During the
cleventh century this guild was very active 1n Karnataka, while 1t was
tesser 1n Tamil country. It is sigmficant to note that there was a gradual
increase in the number of inscriptions referring to Ainnurruvar while the
declining tendency can be observed in the cleventh and twelfth century
records of Tamilnadu. The reason may be attributed to the fact that there
was a gradual Chola occupation of the Karnataka area. This concentration
has contributed to the diversion of their activities. The expansionist
activities of the Cholas and Pandyas as well as the Chola-Chalukya
confrontation may be attributed for the decline 1n the occurrence of
inscriptions of this guild.

Now it is necessary to study the questions as to where and how the
formation of Ainnurruvar took place and whether Padinen vishayam and
Padinenbhumi are the same as the Ainnuruvar and if so, the reasons
thereof. Two Kannada inscriptions from Aihole in Hungund Taluk of
Bijapur District (Ind. Ant. Vol. VIII, p. 287 and SII. Vol. XV, No. 463)
belonging to the eighth century AD, refer to the gift by the five hundred
chaturvedis of Aryyapura to Bennama Somaya)i and to goddess
Durgabhagavati respectively. These mahachanrvedes formed mto a group
or orgamzation and cndowed to a Brahmin for the purpose of carying out
the shodasa samskaras like annaprasana, pusavana, chaula, upanayana,
samavarttana, maduve (marriage) pasudhige, chaturmasya, agnishtoma,
achaliva, etc, prescribed n the Vedic litcrature and Samhita texts. In the
second record, besides the five hundred mahajanas well versed in the four
Vedas. the Eight nagaras, and the hundred and twenty uralis of Aryapura
have joined together while making the gift of cess (vattam) to the goddess
Durga.

It is very clear from the above text that the five hundred
chaturvidya samudaya represents a brahmanical organization whose
mercantile activities in the early period is not clear. Only the eulogy of the
inscripnions later to tenth century record their mercantile activities. They
claim thewr onigin to Aihole, which is referred to as Aryapura in Sanskrit in
the early records. The eulogy of Ainnurruvar mentioned 1n the imscriptions
in and after tenth century invariably refer to Aihole as the original place of
this guild. The birth place of the Ainnurruvar has been taken to be Athole
{or Aryapura) or Ayyavolepura on the basis of Bedkihal inscription of
tenth century and the inscriptions from Samuttirapatti in Madurai dstrict
of 11th century and the record from Hirahadahally i Bellary district of the
same period. Though the eulogy of Ainaurruvar does not figure v the
Kamudi record, it has been considered as the earliest. reference on the
basis of circumstantial evidences like the mention of merchant groups and
other associated groups. In spitc the absence of the eulogy, due to the
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early stage of formation, the earliest reference to Ainnurruvar from Tamil
nadu, can be found 1n an inscription of Chola king Parakesari from
Munichandai 1n Tiurmeyam taluk of Pudukkottai district. S.R,
Balasubrahmaman who edited this record (in the journal Tidschrift Deel,
vol LXXIV, Jaarg, 1934, Afl. 3, en 4, pp 613 ff and plates] tried to
identify this Parakesarivarman with Vijayalaya Chola, the founder of the
Chola dynasty of Thanjavur and assigned this record dated in his 20th
regnal year to 870 AD Another guild called Valanjiyar Ainnurruvar is
said to have been associated with the Ainnurruvar of the thousand
directions and made a gift of the village tax (urvayam) wn the name of the
latter orgamization for the maintenance {(?) of the tank called
Awnnurrvaper-eri established after the name of this guild (Adinnurruvar
peral)

The Ainnurruvar organization of merchants known from several
parts of South India claim their origin to be in Aiyavole 1.e. the present
Aihole mn Bijapur district. The eulogy of the Ainnurruvar started appearing
in Tamilnadu form the later half of the 10th century, while in Karnataka
and Maharashtra from the first half of the 12th century. However, the
inscriptions from Kolhapur and Miraj in Maharashtra of the above period
quote the eulogy which has relevance to those eulogy from Kannada
records. The Kamuds epigraph, though do not mention the name Aiyapolil
or Aihole, yet has been considered as a merchant guild inscription of the
group Ainnurruvar on the basis of the name gamundasvami, which is
known from Kannada records. The Kolhapur record of Gandaraditya dated
Saka 1058 (1136 AD) (Ep.Indi.vol XIX, No. 4d) refers to Ahichchhatra,
also called Ayyavolepura, where the ayinurvva svamigal existed, while the
Miraj inscription dated 1142 AD (Ep.Ind. Vol XIX.pp 37 - 41) mentions
that the five hundred svamis have come out of Ahichchhatra, who are the
supreme lords of the town of Ayyavole. It may be inferred from these two
inscriptions that the Ainnurruvar have migrated from Ahichchhatra
(Abichahhatra vinirgataru). Ahichchhatra of the inscriptions needs to be
identified for it was the place of the ongin of the Ainnurruvar group.
Ahichchhatra, also called Ahikshetra was the capital of North Panchala or
Rohilkhand. Ahichchhatra or the serpent canopy was a stupa site and
consists of monasteries, brahmanical temples, three hundred saivite
worshippers, etc. It 1s situated 7 miles to the north of Aonla. The district
of Ahichchhatra comprises the eastern half of Rohilkhand lying between
the northern hills and the Ganges from Pilibhit on the west to Khairabad
near the Ghagra on the east. S.N. Majumdar in his Ancient Geography of
India quotes that the tree eyed Pallava is said to have brought some
brahmanas from Ahichchhatra and to have settled them to the east of St
Parvata where he made seventy agraharas. (S.N. Majumdar, Ancient
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Geography of India, pp 412, ff, Chackarvarthy, Chatterje & Co, Calcutta,
1924) (An. Rep. S.ind. Ep. 1908, pp. 82 to 88).

Another record (Bom.Gaz. p.561) states that Mukkanna Kadamba
(the three eyed Kadamba) brought 12000 brahmanas of 32 gotras from
Ahichchhatra and established them at Sthanugudhapura (Talagunda) (D.C.
Sircar, Successors of the Satavahanas, p. 227).

Keeping this area as the centre they expanded their activities
outside Karnataka. The merchants from Tamilnadu had relations with
those 1n Karnataka and with other merchant groups like Manigramam in
Pudukkottai district. The mercantile organizations figure in the records are
from the districts of Tiruchchirappalli, Thanjavur, Madurai and
Ramanathapuram in the sequential order. The charters 1ssued by them are
known as panchasata virasasana (500 charters).

On the basis of the composition of merchant groups and the
associated groups, the role of Ainnurruvar guild and their adventures, their
powers and activities could be assessed. The earliest eulogy of this group
can be identified in the Kamudi inscription, though there is no specific
mention of the term Ainnurruvar. As a merchant group, it possesses five
hundred charters and have Lakshmi in their chest, they are the descendants
of Vasudeva, Kandali and Mulabhadra and as sons of Paramesvari, they
transact with wide area including 18 pattanam (towns), 32 Velapuram
(coastal towns), 64 kadigaittavalam (camping places). This merchant
group include chetti, chettiputrar, kavarai, gamundasvami, siriyatolil
variyar, ariyar, and avanakkaran. In the Bedkihal record, it is observed
that from the sixteen of the eight nadus to the five hundred svamis joined
together while exempting the taxes to be paid by the person honoured by
them for the valour.

Another eulogy with a slight variation is found mentioned in the
Samuttirapatti inscription. Besides the eulogy given in the Kamudi record
the Ainnurruvar merchants came to be regarded not only as the admirers
of goddess Paramesvari but also the recipients of the boons from goddess
Padmavati devi. The prasasti given here is true to its original and cannot
be dismissed as hyperbolic statement due to their adventurous and
business oriented characteristic features. The Ainnurruvar merchants
consisting of these people, cherris, and the load carriers
(ulpasumbaikkaran), store keepers (avanakaran) or registrar, brokers
(ulagar), security persons (angakaran), representatives (senduvadu), etc.
took part in the business transactions in order to increase the wealth or
monetary conditions with minimum loss (kalimeliya), and by keeping up
the reputation and by establishing the righteous business
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(samayadharmam). Ths clearly establishes the fact that the dinnurruvar
had a central chamber of commerce with governing bodies.

The only record from Andhra that refers to the Ainnuruvar of the
fifty guild is from Tripurantakam dated Saka 1214 (1292 AD). In the
eulogy, which is simple compared to the ones found from Karnataka, there
1s conspicuous absence of the associated groups of merchants except the
settis. The Ainnurruvar of the fifty mcluded the various people hke reddi,
the setti, the nayumdu, the boyamdu (cowherds) and the dasari from
different places. The Ainnurruvar guild is referred to as the protectors of
Chatur varnashrama dharma (the brahmana, kshatriya, vaisya, etc). This
guild was associated with another guild called Nanadesa pekkamdru and
they jointly took decisions 1n the matters of temple management at
Tripurantakam (S11. Vol.X. No. 473) and for the samaya karya (business
of the gmld).

In the enumeration from the Hirahadahalli record of Saka 978
(1057 AD), several groups hke gavaregaru, gatrigaru, velakararu, biraru,
biravanigaru, gavumdaru, gavunda svamigalu are said to have associated
with Ainnurruvar for the smooth runmng of the trade transactions. The
Terdal record of 11th century states in the eulogy portion that the
merchants catled Ainnurruvar svamigal of Ayyavole obtained the boon
from Padmavatidevi and are the descendants of Baladeva, Vasudeva,
Kandali and Mulabhadra and followed the protection of Virabanamja
dharma with all honesty, character, humility, etc. This Kannada inscription
is different from the long prasasti found in the Belagaum Hanamanhal in
Dharwar district and Telsang in Bellary district. The eulogy in the Telsang
record dated in the 10th year (1147 AD) of Chalukya king Jagadekamalla
is silent about the associated groups of the merchant guild Ainnuruvar. It
is for the first time that we hear of two five hundred svamins
(eradaynurvva svamigal), the significance of which is not clear.

The eulogy 1n the inscriptions from  Bedkihal, Hanamanhal
Managoli in Bijapur district and Belgaum ranging in date from 10th to
12th centuries refer to the group known as entunada padinaruvaru (the
sixteen people of the eight nadu) took initiative in the organization of
Ainnurruvar. So also the inscription from Miraj which begins with a
similar expression. A body which has representation from the eight nadus
also took part in the mercantile transactions during the period of the
records. This organization is not to be seen in Tamilnadu or Andhra. The
composition of the Ainnuruvar group while making grant as said in the
Belagam record 1s compact while the grant of Partana pagudi was made
by several groups whose active role with dinnurruvar group is elaborate.
Dated in 1142 AD the groups that supported the Ainnurruvar svamigal are
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entu nada padinaruvar, gavaregar. gatrigar (betel leaf merchants),
scttivar (merchant), setti guttar (merchant), bachchar, balegarar (bangle
merchant), gandhigar, (sandalwood merchants), gavundar (land holder),
gumunda svamigal, (head among the land holders), arasugal (chieftains),
arasu makkal, (sons of the chieftans), ankuru (fighter), anka merevar
(warrior), birar (hero), bira vanigar (hero among the merchants or watrior
merchants), barikar (writer), barika janahastar (group of writers), sasira
slnuru-gavaregal (1700 merchants), cte. In the Ainurruvar swamigal
group beginning with entunada padinaruvar, a good number of local
merchants have been associated. They arc setti, gatrigaru, telhgar
gotraligal, (the famly of oil merchants), barika, saliva
samayamanigramamal (weaver or cloth merchants), seniga gottaligal,
kuriba senigar (oil merchants), okkal okkal (agricultural merchants), billa
munnurruvvar (300 toddy drawers), vanigan (oil merchants), ctc.

Out of the sixteen select sites wherein the Ainrurruvar body
functioned only 3 sites are from Tamil nadu, two from Maharashtra and
one from Andhra, while ten places are from Karnataka. The reason for the
effective functioning of this body may be attnbutced to the fact that this
organization was imitially started from the famous monument centre j.c.
Athole, called in the mnscriptions as Ayyavole, Ayyapolil, etc. In places
like Miraj and Kolhapur in Maharashtra, the composition of the body is
cluborate starting with gavereyar. In the Managoh record the Ainnurruvar
ewild appears along with other groups like entu nada padinaruvaru,
followed by gavaregal, etc. In Tamilnadu the Ainnurruvar body acquired a
composite status consisting of several itinerant traders hailing from
different regions. As an example, the Tirumalai record may be quoted to
cxhibit the composition, which groups met at the tirukkavanam of the
temple. In the 12th to 13th centunes the Ainnurruvar body seems to have
functioned in 2 umted way with definite goals particularly concentrating 1n
the large scale trade or commercial activity and 1n sprcading the business
to scveral areas. It is interesting to note the support extended by several
members belonging to the group of padinen vishayam. Though it 1s not the
sume as Ainnurruvar group yet the functions have been shared as revealed
by the names like vanikarayar, vachiravanar, kodumbalur, matarttandar.
vendar, sivabhattar, nattar, palliyudeiyar, pandikkonar, dammaparipalar,
adaippudaiyar, etc. The list 1s very elaborate and they have issued orders
for the business fransaction. It was signed by several signatortes including
the temple accountant (koyir kanakkan).

It may be postulated from the way n which the bodies like
Amnurruvar. padinenvishayvam figure und the responsibilities shouldered
by them in organizing the trade as found in the Piranmalai and other
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contemporary records collectively reveal that the former had a privileged
status and the latter supported the common cause. The Ainnurruvar were
the itinerant merchant guilds which took active part in organizing both the
internal as well as the external trades and has close links with other
groups.The five hundred traders of the thousand directions from various
guarters were powerful international merchant gulds which mainly
functioned from Karnataka, and Tamilnadu and managed the transactions
both inland and across the seas. As a proof of this, it may be quoted that
the mscriptions from Barus in Indonesia dated Saka 1010 (1088 AD),
Padaviya, in Sri Lanka dated 1200 AD show that Ainnurruvar seem to
have functioned conjointly with Padinenbhumi {same as Padinenvishaya
group) besides the minor groups like nattu chetti, kavarai, gatrivan,
angakaran, avanakkaran, (registrar of accounts), wuipasumbaikkaran
{merchant with sack) etc., during [1th and 12th centunes AD. The above
merchant groups in the course of the movement assumed importance and
status and thercupon took the armed guards in order to protect themselves
and their produce, i.e. to say these organizations on their trade routes
instituted protected warehouses. Within a period of five centuries i.e. from
9th to [4th century, the Ainnurruvar organization had established several
centres in various areas in Tamil nadu and Karnataka. Mention may be
made of places included Kana nadu, Nallur nady, Kilarkurram, Pundurai
nadu, Uraiyur kurram, Mulli nadu, Kurumbur nadu, Vadakalavali nadu,
Annalvayil kurram, Kil kundaru nadu, Van nadu, Kurukkai nadu, Nallarru
nadu, Yen nadu, Kongu nadu, etc.

The warrior groups like Munai Virakudiyar, Virar, Virakodiyar,
Munaiviran of the Tamil records like the Anbil, Piranmalai, etc. and the
Ankaru, Ankakaran, Bhallunki dandahastar, the mumuridandas,
Biravanigas, of the Kannada inscriptions took leadership in mercantile
transactions in the trade routes.

The mercantile guilds which maintained overseas contact from
11%-13* centuries are tisai ayirattu ainnurruvar, ayirattu ainnurruvar
nanadesi and ubhaya nanadesi. They were the itinerant merchant guilds
which took active part in internal as well as external trade. They had close
links with each other. The trade guilds like the thousand five hundred
(traders) of all the quarters or the five hundred traders of the thousand
quarters and the ainnurruvar were powerful international merchant guilds
which mainly functioned from Tamiinadu and controlled commercial
activities in vanous places both inland and across the seas. These
merchant guilds m the course of their movement assumed importance and
took the armed forces -with them in order to protect their goods. The
necessity for the creation of protected warehouses indicate the steps taken
by the organizations on their trade routes.
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The trade guilds hike the five hundred merchants of Ayyavole 1e.
the present Aihole in Bijapur District, Karnataka had its centres from
about the 9 century to 14" century In places included 1n Kananadu,
Nallur nadu. Kilar Kurram, Annalvayil Kurram, Kilkundaru nadu,
Pundurai nadu, Uraiyur Kurram, Mulli nadu, Kurumbur nadu,
Vadakalavali nadu etc., while orgamsation functioned from places
included 1 Vennadu, Kurukkar nadu, Nallarru nadu, Vannadu, Kongu
nadu etc., during the same period.

The trade guilds which functioned from various countries of the
four directions and eighteen vishayas were engaged in extensive inland
and overseas trades. They were very powerful n the sense that the very
numbers indicate their activities in trade and religious conventions. They
had not only made liberal contributions to the samatya dharma but also to
the growth of trade and commerce. They also find mention in the Tamil
inscriptions from Kovilpatti in Trichy District, Nattam in Madurai District
and Tirumalai i Ramanathapuram District as nangu tisai patinen vishya
desi tisai ayimttu ainnurruvar, Pandimandala tisai Ayirattu amnurruvar,
Desivallava peruniravi tisai ayirattu ainnurruvar, Kolikkurichchi Kadigai
tavala tisai ayirattu ainnurruvar, etc. They had been functioning
effectively in the cxport and import of commodities.

It 15 very likely that the place Kolikkurichchi served as a camping
placc for the body to function. Ertviratalam figuring m a 13th century
record from Madurai region. Vandittavalam near Palghat in Kerala are
similar other places of stay for the traders coming from distant and
different regions or vishayas. Here the expressions kadigai and tavalam
have to be understood in a different sensc. Kadigai seems to be a corrupt
form of kataka, meaning camp and tavalam has to be taken as a staying
place and not a fair as suggested by Dr. R. Champakalakshmu.

In Andhra, the Ainnurruvar organization 1s stated to have
functioned in order to protect the virabalanja dharma. The only record
that refers to the Ainnurruvar is from the Tripurantakam and is dated Saka
1214 (1292 AD) which claims to be the protectors of the varnasrama
dharma, besides balanja dharma.

The samastha pekkamduru of the 18 samayas met to transact the
business as revealed from the above record. Among the donor merchants
who represent the guild of five hundred of the fifty Ayyavah are included
the reddi, the setti, the nayumdu. the boyumdu and the dusari of different
places. They have followed the vira balanja samaya and protected the
interests of the samaya. The term pekkamdru has been used 1n several
inscriptions as a synonym of the Tarmul usage perumakkal meaning all the
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representatives or guild of merchants with many representatives. P.V,
Parabrahma Sastry while commenting on the composition on the
Tripurantakam record said that the traders of Andhra did not have any
connection with the Ainuruvar of Ayyavali-and the Ayyavali tradition as
merely a literary one. This statement need to be exarmned in light of the
Nellore copper plates grants, which also traces the birth place of the
samastha pekkamdru guild as Abichchhatra from where they migrated to
Ayyavole. The body is called Chalumula padunenimidi samayala
samastha pekkamdru with its centre at Nandayal sthala. The conferment of
honour on a warrior is not only met with in the Samuttirapatt record from
Tamil nadu, but also this tradition has been followed in Andhra. In one of
the plates the samasta pekkamdru the eighteen samayas belonging to the
four countries and of the Nandayal sthala conferred with the honour vgjra
bhaishaniga and granted privileges on Puliyama setti for having killed
Karapakala Katinayaka who had become a traitor to the samayas. It was
decided by the members of the guild to allow Puliyama setti to enjoy this
privilege. The eulogy found in the inscriptions of Ainnurruvar guild from
Tamil nadu are repeated in a similar way in the eulogy of the Pekkamdru
seen in the Nellore charters.

From the inscriptions of Kakatiya and Reddi kings, we come to
know about a good number of organizations about which there is no
mention 1n the records of the earlier periods. The Nagara pekkamdru
stands for the representatives of the merchant community or guild of
merchants with representatives of the town. This is a local organization,
which is associated with administration like the Settikara during the
medieval period.

Nagaram

Another larger merchant organisation which dealt with the supply
of oil is vaniga-nagaram. These merchants are referred to as Vanigar in a
record of Rajendrachola from Tirunirmalar dated 1015 AD. It is an

organization which is composed of oil merchants of Vaisya community
from eighteen countries.

A record belonging to Maravarman Virapandya from Thanjavur
speaks of the contribution made by these merchants about the income from
the sale of commodities in the north, east and west to the temple of
Sengan Mahisuram udaiya nayanar. The Vaniga nagarattar of Kannanur
koppam had the composition of merchants from Padinenbhumi during the
period of Pandya king Jatavarman Sundarapandya I (1267 AD). The
Irandukarainattu vamga nagarattar is a similar organization that
represents the body from the land between two rivers. It functions in the
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name of Rajarajaperuniravi in the area wherefrom the Chola could claim
over the Pandya named Solapuram. The merchants of this place endowed
the o1l mill to the temple of Tiruppainmli udaiya - nayanar of Vadavali
nadu 1n Rajaraja valanadu. Since the find spot of the records Tiruppainnili
and Solapuram wherefrom the merchants conducted their transactions lies
between the rivers Kaveri and Kollidam, 1t might have assumed the name
Irandukarainattu vaniga nagaram. This reminds us of 2 synonymous
expression Edetore nadu, a geographical division between two rivers,
which is also noted for mercantile activities. This organization also
claimed their status from Velangudi in Ramanathapuram District and
Aragalur i South Arcot District but their exact composition is not known.

Another mercantile organisation which had grown into prominence
from the Pallava period is the weaving trade guild. The migration and
settlement of weavers due to the patronage of Chola kings resulted in the
growth of the textile production and the weaving centers- Kanchipuram in
Chingleput District, which is an important weaving centre even to this day,
was recognised as a leading centre during the Pallava period. From the
Chola period onwards, efforts have been made to develop the organisation
of weavers on account of the privileges that have been provided to the
weaving community. The weavers in the different areas under the Cholas,
the Pandyas and the Kongu rulers could develop their trade and trading
centres. The textile orgamisations which saw the marketing of cloth and its
trade gradually expanded their activities to Karnataka. The weavers and
the weaving traders conjointly took efforts to promote the trade by the
establishment of Saliya nagaram and Sattum parisatta nagaram. These
two bodies had centres at Gangaikondasolapuram, Annur, Pattamadai,
Chidambaram, Tirukkoyilur, and at Sengalipuram (Jayasimha
kulakalapuram). King Maravarman Virapandya is stated to have
estabhished a special centre for the weaving and marketing of the cloth
called Saliyva nagaram in the name of Teriyavaraninra perumalpuram (Skt.
Pratyakshadevatapura). This centre was probably named after the deity
Vishnu in the temple of Nataraja at Chidambaram.

The Saliyars have also established the weaving centres at
Uttamasolapuram in Salem nadu and Varaguna pandyanagaram. In fact
the former served as an important trade centre till the time of Vijayanagara
king Krishnadevaraya (1509 -29 AD). The weavers (saliyars) received the
patronage of the Chettis of this place besides those sertlements who
recited Tirurppadiyam in the temple of Alagiyaperumal at Meltalai
Kaveripumpattinam.

Inscriptions from Scrmadevi, Srimushnam, Valikandapuram,
Annur, Kunnattur, etc., refer to Kaikkola mudalis, Kaikkola senapatis and
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Kaikkolas who contributed not only for the weaving industry but also
enjoyed some privileges including Udirappatti.

Manigramam

The Manigramam which had its beginning in the Pallava period
assumed importance and became an organized merchant group. In
Tittandadanapuram (Tondi), Manigramam was one of the groups which
represented the big assembly. In the early and middle Chola penods, 1t 1s
from Manigramam centres the merchants traded, improved their activities
and interacted with other groups. The inland areas like Kodumbalur m
Uratiur kurram, Uraiyur in Uraiyur kurram, Sundarapandyapuram (1.e.
near modern Courtallam) in Kurumarai nadu, Valikandapuram in Van
nadu, Adittapuram in Poygai nadu (i.e. Tillaisthanam) had estabhshed
trade links with other organizational ¢centres. The Vanika grama of
Pachchil in Rajaraja valanadu of the late Chola period, Vanika grama of
Kodumbalur of the middle Pandya period and the Manigramam of
Kodumbalur of the early Chola period were one and the same merchant
group. Since there was growth 1n external trade, these inland centres
maintained their status in trade activities.

There 15 a reference to this organisation in a Tamil epigraph from
Takuapa, Southern Thailand which has already been discussed at length by
Prof. K.A. Nilakanta Sastri. [t states that the guilds Manigramattar and
Senamugattar were given protection in the matter of transporting their
products without any problem. The reference to Senapati in the Takuapa
inscription of 9th century AD and the Senapati mentioned in the Barus
record of 11th century AD. edited by Dr. Y. Subbarayalu show that this
mercantile guild had its own defence forces and the army chief in order to
protect the commodities as well as the business and privileges. In this way
the expansion of the mercanule activities as far upto South-East Asia
during the Chola period is interesting to note. This was possible on
account of the mihtary exertions of the Cholas especially under Rajendra I
(ace. 1012 AD) and the main aim was to carry on an unhindered trade
between the Tamil country and South-East Asia.

In the records of Chadayavarman Srivallabha (c. 13th century AD),
Chadayavarman Virapandya | dated 1268 AD and Maravarman
Kulasekhara | dated 1305 AD, the group Manigramam 1s quoted as
Vanikkiramam. This name indicates a group or community (Kuluvin -
peyar) by Nachchinarkkiniyar in his commentary on Tolkappiyam
(Peyariyal Sutra 11). This term explains the origin of its inception as a
group or sreni of merchants (vanigar). Such trade guilds are known to
have made their beginning in small centres or villages as compact bodies
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and later spread to the town (nagaram) centres due to the activities of
articles traded. The Manigramam or Vanikkiramam of Kodumbalur is
another organisation which worked with other groups like Chittirameli -
perivanattar, Tisar -ayirattainnurruvar and the nagarattar while taking
decision to fix the pattanappagudi on articles or merchandise. It is a major
organisation like Valanjiyar and Ayyapolil groups which enrolled members
from merchants of different religions and caste.

This orgamisation was n the hands of Hindus in the west coast in
the early 9* century. The Ramantali record dated Kali year 4029 (929 AD)
states that the Manigramattar of llangopattanam was in-charge of the
endowment made over to the temple of Narasinga vinnagar. As per some
of the copper plate charters, along with merchants of Hindu religion, the
Christian merchants also enjoyed some status and privileges similar to
those that had been enjoyed by the organisation of Hindu origin or
patronage.

The Manigramam and the Anjuvannam organisation transacted
together on many occasions and particularly while collecting the taxes due
to a local chieftain {patip padavaram). If we examine the association of
these guilds with another big organisation viz. anjuvannam or padinen
vishaiyattar, 1t may be inferred that a bigger organisation had control over
smaller groups. The way in which a number of merchant groups like
ariyar, samanta pandasali, aisar, Pattariyar. toyavattirachchcettigal,
Tennilangai, Valanjiyar, Kaikkolar, tusuvar, Vaniyar, nindakaraiyar, etc.
are quoted after anjuvannam manikkiramattar, leads us 1o conclude that
the manikkiramatiar was the chief body. It is not purely a locahized
organisation whose activities and members were restricted to one type of
merchants. These groups came to be called Kodumbalur Vanikkiramam
because it was Kodumbalur which acted as the centre of organisation.
Later it spread to various centres like Kovilpatti, Valikandapura,
Tiruvellarai, Salem. Kuttalam (Courtallam) and to places in Kerala such as
Talakkad, Jamatpalli near Kollam, Kottayam, Cochin, Ramantali etc.
Padinenvishaiyattar are different from manikkiramattar as evidenced from
their wider usages in different context of the different periods.

Valanjiyar

The word valanja or balanja is the tadbhava form of the Sanskrit
word vanija, vanijaka, vanijya meanining a merchant or a trader. The
merchant caste balanja and the setti (Skt.sreshthi), the merchant
community figure in a number of Telugu and Kannada records of the
medieval period. We hear of the Balanja group m the epigraphs from 11®
to 13® centuries A.D. from Andhra and interior Karnataka. The Ayyavole
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enumberu are stated in the Nellore copper plate charters dated 1303 and
1322 A.D. as the protectors of the vira balanja dharma ot vira halunja
samaya dharma.

The important merchant group called Valanjiyar ot Valanjigar of
South Ilangai {Southern Lanka) had its constituent members in Andhra,
Tamilnadu and Karnataka. The prasastis of Vira Balaja-dharma are
recorded in the inscriptions of Andhra and other areas. All the other
groups follow the code and conduct of the central chamber of commerce
in the Karnataka region. The Balligam record dated Saka 978(1056 AD)
while eulogizing the dinnurruvar svamigal of the famous Ayyahole
emphasizes that they were the protectors of Vira Bananja dharma. In the
Kurugodu epigraph dated Saka 1099 (1177 AD) the mummuridandas arc
said 10 have been bananjigas, the brave of the brave, the protectors of the
submissive, cruel to the wicked, good to the good, and conquerors of |
powerful enemies. They have associated themselves with the merchant
group who are described as Ainnurruvar, the chief (mukhyabhuta) of
Aryyapura (the name of Ayyavole) and hailing from Ahichchhatra.

The Tripurantakam inscription of Saka 1214 (1292 AD), refer to
the balanja class of merchants. Its composite nature and activities arc
known through the records of the Cholas, Pandyas, etc. Two Nellore
copper plate inscriptions of the 13%-14% century speak of the dharma of
Vira Balanjas.

The prasasti of vira-balanja conforms to a pattern found
throughout Andhra and Karnataka but with little variations. The five
hundred svamis attained renowned fame for their bravery and became the
chief lords of Ayyavole. Their virtues, good qualities and heroism are
composed 1n a stereotyped eulogy in almost all the records. They were
bom in the family of Baladeva - Vasudeva - Khandali and Mulabhadra and
the rccipients of the boon of the goddess Bhagavati. Their banner was
garuda - dhvaja. They are stated to have immigrated from Ahichchhatra
(Ahischatravinirgata). The Ayyavali included in it the five hundred svamis,
the prabhu mukhyas of the eighteen pattanas, sixty four katigaittavalam,
thirty two velapuram, etc. They worshipped the deities Brahma, Vishnu,
Mahesvara from the beginming of Krita yuga. R.S. Panchamukhi and P.B.
Desai are of the opinion that the vira bananjas onginated and developed
in the Jaina environment and followed the Jama faith. While referring to
the prasasti of the vira balanja, Panchamukhi observes that the gods
Baladeva, Vasudeva, Khandali and Mulabhadra and the goddess Bhagavati
are all the deitics of Jaina religions. But one should not forget that these
deities are known in the Brahmanical religion also. It 1s rather difficult to
say that the protectors of the vira balanja dharma had no leaning towards
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Jainism for, the protectors of this dharma were devout worshippers of
Siva and Vishnu as well as the donors to the deities Itke Mulasthana
Mallikarjuna, Gavaresvara, Pulastyesvara, etc. However, they seem to have
embraced Jainism and even Buddhism. it may be inferred from an
inscription of Chalukya Vikramaditya V1 dated Saka 1017 (1095 AD) from
Dambal in Dharwar district referring to the construction of Buddha and
Jaina vikaras by the balanja class of merchants. The merchant guilds like
Ayyavaley = aynurbar = svamigalu and Mummuridamdagalu were the
worshippers of the Jaina deities. The Mamdapur record of king Kanhara
not only gives the eulogy of the Vira Banamju samaya dharma but also
speaks of these merchants as Jinendra puja nirantarum, Padmavatidevi
labdha varaprasadarum, etc., confirming thereby their leaning towards
Jainism.

The five hundred svamis had their head quarters at Ayyavole,
which 1s identified with the modern Aihole in Hungund Taluk of the
Bijapur district. They seem to have controlled the merchant organizations
located in other centres. As a mark of affiliation to the central
organization, the composition of the prasastis of Vira Balanja dharma
recorded in Andhra and other adjacent areas are m Kannada and Telugu
languages and written in Telugu characters. All the subsidiary bodies too
followed the code and conduct of the central chamber of commerce
located in the Karnataka region. They had their second headquarters at
places like Nelluripattana and Kurugodu which are termed Abhinava
Dvaravati in the inscriptions from Kurugodu and Nellore. The former is
also referred to as Chikkayyavole.

The Nellore copper plates describe them as samaya dharma prati
palakaru and thus they have been maintamning the samaya dharma by
imposing punishments to those who violated the procedures.

Erivirapattinam, a mercantile town

During the 11™ and 12® centuries a number of trade centres came
to be recognized as Erivirapattinams. The militant group among the
merchants settled down in those centres and started their trade
transactions. The title Eriviratanam are Erivirathalam was conferred to a
town where the mercantile settlement apart from the composition of the
Ainnurruvar is attested to by the records from Viharehanna and vahal
kada in Sri Lanka. The status of erivirapartinam conferred on some towns
in Tamil nadu, Andhra and Sri Lanka indicates the interest taken by the
virar including padinenbhumi virar and the setting up of an organized
trade that was undertaken by the machinery groups or guilds. A number of
Erivirapattinam centres are referred to inscriptions i Samuttirapatti n
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Madurar distiict, Vembati in Coimbatore district, Singalandapuram in
Trichy district all in TamlInaduy, and Basini konda in Chittoor district of
Andhra pradesh. The purport of the Viharehanna and Vahalkada
inscriptions establishes the dharma that the matter of conferment of
honour on the warrtors and the privileges on the towns the steps taken by
the verar have been taken into account. The valorous act of the constituent
bodies of the Avnurruvar like nattu chetti, disai chetti, panisey makkal,
of the eighteen countnies tavala chetti, katatripante chettyputiran, kavarai
betel leaf merchant, kamunda swamy otlun (messenger of courier service),
ulpasumbaikkaran, (merchants with sacks), angakaran pavadai viran
(soldiers who provide cloth) those conversant in Sanskrit and Tamil, chiru
tolil varium, avanakkaran, korrakkudai, panai munutruvan, kongaval,
elunurum etc. in vahal kadu epigraph there 1s difference in giving some of
the names groups and mentions Alagiya manavalan alias
mundrutalamarar kalankadakanda natuchetty ambalakuttan, kalankada
kanda Ainnurruvandan, akka salai etc. The name kalankada kanda
reminds of the place name near Sengottai in tirunelveli district, occurring
in a vatteluthu record of 9® cent. There was a peruvali near to this place
which enabled the merchants to trade with Kerala. The valangai of
Singalatha were honoured by the padinen vishaya kodiyar and this place
came to be designated as Eriviratham. There is another trade centre that
appeared in the scene during 11™ cent. in the mercantile town known as
Enviratham. Like valanjiyar, the mhitant compound group that settled and
traded from Erivirapattinam centres during the Chola and Pandya periods

particularly from the 11* and 13" centuries pointed that was undertaken by
the militant group or guilds.

Other Erivirapatinam centres that are referred in the
inscriptions are Thirumalugandankottai in Ramanathapuram dist., Uttatur
in Trichy dist. Tiruvaliswaram in Tirunelveli dist & Kattur in Chengelpet
dist., According to Viharahenna and Samuttirappatti inscriptions the
Ainnurruvar merchant guild was assisted by virar (warriors). One can find
the close relationship and existed between them. In the Samuttirapatti the
Awinnurruvar group was associated with other groups like nattu chettis,
disai chettis and padinenbhumi panisey makkal while in the Viharhenna
record padinen bhumi virar rendered a great service. From the
Samuttirapatti record it is known that the merchants of Ainnurrvar
confirmed the name of erivirapattinam on the town where the warriors
were honoured in appreciation of the brave deed they had done. The
members of paniya nadu, the nattu chetties and the panisey makkal
decidet?l to confirm the honour of the town as erivirapattinam in honour of
a 'wamor who fought against the enemies of Valanjiyars. In the case of
Viharahenna record the honour conferred was not for the bravery fight but
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the virar who was 1mprisoned is said to have fought with the enemy for
the sake of Ainnurruvar and this necessitated for his release by his
pPerumakkal and for the conferment of the title Erivirattanam. The
padinenbhumi and his group were honoured (chirappu) by the perumakal
of Masenagamam ahas Danmasagara pattinam, Nanidesiyandan was
rescued from the clutches of Venadudaiyar by paying a token money
(atankasu) for the local authority. After the heroic deed of the virar the
town was conferred with the title Erivirattanam. The heroes referred to in
the Samuttirappatti record as panisey makkal and the virar of the
Viharahenna inscription belong to the major merchantile group called
padinenbhumi. 1t may be inferred from the above two records that the
panisey makkal or the virar had the moral responsibility to join the
Ainnurruvar or the Valanjiyar body as mercenary personal. Also the
soldiers of similar rank figure as Virakodiyar in the inscription from
Nattam in Madurai district belonging to 13" century. The Velaikkarar
army have also joined with them in their efforts. The town from where, the
warriors shared their heroic deeds to protect the guild was conferred with
the title Eripadai nallur.

There is another trade centre that appeared in the scene during the
eleventh century in the mercantile town known as Erivirappattana. Like
Valanjiyar, the militant component of the group that settled and traded
from erivirappattana centres during the Chola and Pandya periods,
particularly from the 11th to [3th century, points to an organized trade
that was undertaken by these militant groups or guilds. Other important
Erivirappattana centres are mentioned in the inscriptions of Vembatti in
Coimbatore District, Kattur in Chingleput District, Tirumalugandunkottai
in Rarhnad District, Uttattur in Trichy District and Tiurvalisvaram in
Tirunelveli District.

The earliest occurrence to Erivirappattana is from the inscriptions
of Chola Rajadhiraja | from Basinikonda in Chittoor District near
Kempanapura in Mysore District, Kamataka. The former record states that
the thousand five hundred merchants of the four quarters (nangu - disai -
ayirattainnurruvar) including nadu, nagara and nanadesi met at Siravalli
in Mugai nadu in Purani Marayapadi in Jayangondasola mandalam and
resolved to convert the village Siravalli into a Nanadesiya Dasamads
Erivirappattana and to grant certain privileges to the residents of that
village. Two more mercantile towns figure in the inscriptions of eleventh
century from Uruguppe near Kempanapura and Aiyapohl kattur in
Chingleput District. They had been established n order to create protected
warehouses for merchant groups on major trade routes. The militant
character of the guild and the trade centres like erivirappattanas as weil as
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the movement of the caravans with arms can be better understood from the
description given in the prasasti portion of Kattur inscription.

The above inscription refers to the conversion of a brahmadeya
village Velur alias Rajadhiraja chaturvedimangalam into an
erivirappattanam. The meykirtti of Chittirameli guild mentions eighteen
erivirappattanas among the centres of trade activity.

During the period of Maravarman Sundarapandya, the Rajaraja
erivirappattanam was included in Mulli nadu and the place was known as
Virakavalan kottai. The fort together with a mercantile town must have
been established here in order to provide the mercenary troops with ware
houses. When the caravans moved with armed forces, these centres had
been placed under therr use. Thus the centres of erivirapattanam, served
the army personnel, on trade routes. The sale transaction executed from
Virakavalan kottai in Rajaraja erivirappattana, clearly shows that
erivirappattana centres were under the control of trading guilds. They are
normally located on major trade routes.

Rajaraja erivirappattana must have been a place of urban
settlement during the above period and during the period of Jatavarman
Kulasekhara Pandya.

The trade centres which have been converted as erivirappattanas
were associated with the mercenary troops called Eriviras. This reminds us
of the term munaiviras, which expression can be interpreted as the army
people serving n the war front. All these mercenary troops are provided
with arms as protective measure and for their own defence.

The reference of erivirappatiana in connection with 1ts bestowal
on Valanjiyas of Vikkiramapallavapuram 1s of particular significance.
The group called Nirperunniraviyom is said to have conferred the status of
erivirapattanam on the aforesaid village, which was a hamlet of
Saiyamurinadalvar nadu in the fourth year of Rajendrachola who is
identical with Kulottunga 1. The members like nanadesi kavarai viankar,
Ainnurruvar uyyakkondan and several others are known to have killed
several persons (details specified). It is these persons who have taken a
joint decision. They seem to have been the warring personages as is clear
from their activities; and they have been extended to the sphere of militant
guilds located in the differeni centres of trade.

During the reign of Maravarman Sundara Pandya, another place
called Itaivali was declared as erivirappattanam, and the land was made
over to the god Vidivitanka 1svaram udaiyar by the Siva brahmanas and
the devakanmis of the temple Munaivali isvaram udaiyar.
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It is also observed through a thirteenth century mscription from
Siddaiyankottai in Madurai District that Arrur (probably called Attur)
served as a mercantile centre in the name of eriviratalam. This place
received its due importance as a centre of trade on account of the fact that
mercantile groups like aiyampolil ayirattu ainnurruvar functioned from
here. It was also called Viratalapuram named after the viratalam (army

base).

The term erivirapattanam was also attached to the place Urrattur
alias Tayilunallpuram, identical with the modern place name Uttattur
in Tiruchchirappali District. This occurs in connection with the existence
of /dangui class in erivirapattanam Centre.

Nanadesis

The mercantile corporations like nanadesi kavarai vitankar,
Ainnurruvar, ayirattuainnurruvar and aiyampolil were active n several
parts of Tamil nadu including Dindugul, Coimbatore, Erode, etc. from
11th to 13th centuries A.D. They were also protecting the samaya dharmna
in addition to their mihtant character. :

The svadesi and pradesi merchants formed the ubhaya nanadesi
and the members of this guild called themselves as wubkaya nunadesi
pekkamdru. There sphere of activities and the modus operand! recorded in
several inscriptions particularly of the Kakatiya kings Ganapatideva,
Prataparudra, the Chagi chief Dorayaraju and others indicate their
autonomy and unhmited authority. They excrcised their power in the
matters of justice. The taxes were collected and utilized by the members of
the guild. The revenues were granted for the maintenance of the temples.

In an inscription from Chintapalle m Guntur district dated Saka
1162 (1240 A.D) is mentioned the assignment of magama to the temple of
Mallikarjuna of Gudimetta by the ubhaya nanadesi and the chalumula
samasta gavuras of Gudimetta sthala and pannidaru setlu of Nellore
sthala. Of the three copper plates , one dated Saka 1225 (1303 A.D)
records the grant of privileges to trade certain articles without paying duty,
to a certain Puliyama setti, for having killed Karapakala Kati nayani. a
traitor to the samayas, by the merchants of eighteen samayas of all
countries residing 1n Nandyala sthala. The above grant was made as
manya. The record belonging to the reign of Kakatiya king Prataparudra
dated Saka 1244 (1322 A.D.) registers the grant of privileges by
chalumula padunenimidi samayala ubhaya nanadesi akhila nalugu desala
samasta pekkamdru 1o a certain Attena, son of Loki setti for having killed
Annamaraju and Singaraju, the sunka karanas (toll accountants) of
Cherunuru in Pedakanti desa. The third charter in characters of 14th

e 20, 2009 181



century states that the 500 svamis of Ayyavala granted as sarvamanya the
exemption of the tolls, sunka, and magame, biraena on 50 packages on
bullocks, buffaloes and asses to a certain Malli serti, for having
constructed the temple of Ganapesvara at Nelluri pattina also called
Chikka Ayyavole. It may be inferred from the first two grants that the
body had the right to punish the recalcitrant members of the samaya. This
is a striking instance of the ostracism of the offending member of the
guild. Mention may be made of the guilds from Alampur, Warrangal,
Ganapesvaram, Chintapalle, Tangeda, Amimala, Yanamandala, and
Tripurantakam in the west and the records from Appapuram, Boggaram,
Nellore, etc., from coastal Andhra region. Nangegadda near Tangeda is an
important port where the guild ubhaya nanadesi actively conducted their
trade. Tangeda m Guntur district and Tripurantakam in Kurnool district
were the main gateways where the dues were collected on the commodities
purchased or sold. The merchant organizations like Nanadesi Pekkamdru,
Nanadesi nagara sangha, etc., were in charge of the collection of sumka
on products. Nanadesi guild had desi merchants who worked in
collaboration with Ayyavole guild. Desi uyyakyonda is the same as the
nanadesi. The nanadesi organization in Andhrapradesh is referred to by
several terms like Ubhaya nanadesi pekkamdru, ubhaya nanadesi,
nanadesi pekkamdru etc. In the record from Belagaum in Karnataka it is
stated that the nanadesi guild took the initiative in carrying out the repairs
in the temple of Gavaresvara. The nanadesi also coopted with the
mummuridandas and settiguttas in contributing the revenue to the temple
of Somesvara. Also the ubhaya nanadesis, the five hundred svamis of
Ayyavole, biravanigar, mummuridandas, gavares, gatrigas, etc.,
assembled and made grants to the Habbisvara temple. The nanadesi
merchants of Lala and Maleyala met at Hirisingi as Mahanadu according
to the Sirasingi record of Hoysala Somesvara (1186 AD). In a record from
Pagan 1t 15 possible to observe the Vaishnava affiliation that the donors
from Mayodayar pattinam (i.e. Mahodayapuram) in Malaimandalam
(namely Kerala) had with the temple of nanadesi vinnagar. The active role
of .the merchant guild nanadesi in this place is due to their vigorous
activities.

Anjuvannam

Anjuvannam is another bigger organisation which is enumerated
along with other groups such as Manigramam, Padinenvishayam, etc. in
takipg decisions to collect taxes on articles of trade. These independent
bodies have their own locus standi and status as recorded by a number of
epigraphs. This particular organisation can be interpreted 1n terms of its
set up, community, profession, area, religion, etc, The Anjuvannam group
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has been interpreted by several scholars as an organisation of foreign
merchants, who were Jews, Christians, Muslims and several others as
mentioned in the records from Kollam, Kottayam, etc. in Kerala. Venkayya
has considered this group to be a semi independent body, on which certain
privileges have been conferred during the period of Bhaskaravarman.

Similar to the record from Tittandatanapura, the Kottayam plates
of the above king mention thc existence of Anjuvannam along with
Manikkiramam, as having been given the right of collecting taxes. It 1s
generally explained as referring to a word called dnjuman, as associaton
of foreigners. In all likelihood, Titandatanapuram is a coastal town, where
the forcign merchants formed themselves into a guild. We know from the
literary and foreign sources that a few Arab colonies had been established
in some of the port towns or ports of the east coast like Kayalpattanam,
Tondi, Korkai, etc., as well as the Malabar coast.

S.Krishnaswamy Aiyangar in his work on South India and her
Muhammadan Invaders, mentions a chief called Maliku Islam, Jamail-ud-
din, the ruler of Kis. Tondi was an important seaport, ncar
Tittandatanapuram, where a Muhammadan colony scems to have been
formed. The close relationship of Anjuvannam with Manikkiramam and
Arunurruvar is clear from the Kottayam plates of Sthanu-Ravi. The
merchants of Anjuvannam who come from Matottam alias Ramakulavali
pattanamu claims to have raiscd a perumpall, known as
Anyuttuvaperumpalli (i.e. Ainurruvarpcrumpalli) at Visakhapattanam alias
Kulottungacholapattanamu 1n the reign period of Eastern Ganga rufer
Anantavarman dated in Saka 1812 (1090 AD). The palii to which the
privileges were given by the king need not necessarily be a muslim centre
ot temple. The imprecatory passages referring to the killing of brakmanas
and cows clearly indicate that the grant made may not be intendet for a
mosque but for a Hindu or Buddhist palli or temple. Anjuvannam seems to
mean the panchamavarna also. If so, it may be taken to mean the Muslims
and it is quite possible that a colony of Muslims might have existed in the
seaside town of Tittandatanapuram and Tondi, a port town, located within
a few kilometers distance.

The body Anjuvannam is an Arab merchant organization which is
known to have traded in the east in several port towns like
Tittandadanapuram (i.e. Tondi in Ramanathapuram District),
Krishnapattanam near Nellore. In the Krishnapattanam record of the
Telugu Chola chief Tirukkalattideva dated Saka 1201 (1279 AD) the
anjuvanna vamigar of Malai mandalam, the nadu, the nagaram, nanadesi
padinenbhumi samasta paradesi met at the tirukkavanam (front mandapa)
in a Siva temple at Kollitturai alias Gandagopalapattanam. During the

S euewrip 20, 2009 183



reign of Eastern Ganga king, Anantavarmadeva, it is stated in a record of
Saka 1013 (1091 AD) that a senapati and a merchant of the eighteen
towns (padinenbhumi nagara) granted the tax amount to a perumballi at
Visakhapattanam ahas Kulottungacholapattanam. He is an Arab merchant
(asava) hailing from Ramakulavallipattanam. The anjuvannam body was
patronized by the Ayyavole guild. The place Pasapal where the
anjuvannam merchants traded figures in a record of this place dated Saka
1121 (1199 AD)

Padinenvishayam

The padinenvishayam guild, an associate of Ainnurruvar group
took active interest in trading activities during the 10" and 11* centuries.
This is another guild which was not only popular but also assisted the
major organization hke Ainnurruvar, Manigramam, Nagaram, etc.
Padinenvishavam meaning the 18 countries, which was also called
padinenbhumi, included various places ;n Tamil country besides Kadaram,
Java (Chavakam), Chinam (China), etc. The guild at one time extended its
activities to Sm1 lanka, Kambujadesa, as evidenced from the available
rccords of that place. The active role of this guild in South India is
attested to by the Leyden grant of Kulottunga I dated m his 20™ regnal
year (1090 AD) (padinenvishayattukkum akksaligal nayakar), while
conducting the festivities at Rajendra Chola Perumpalli. They uphold the
samaya dharma.and took decisions along with Kavarai, Katrivan,
Gamundasvami, Ulpasumbaikaran, Angakkaran, Avanakkaran etc. in
certain matters related to trade. lt is from the Nattam rccord that we come
to know that the padinenbhumi virakodi and the nanadesi met at
Ainnurruvan Kavanam in the town called Eripadamallur, in order to
protect the warriors during the period of Kulottunga 11l (1207 AD), the
guild of oil merchants (Vaniva nagarartary of the 18 countries agreed to
carry out an cndowment to the deity Tiruvaliswaram udaiya nayanar. The
orl merchants group from different places like Viracholanallur were
affiliated to padinenbhumi guild. The Avur record refers to the activities
undertaken by the padinenbhumi Jointly with Ayirattu tigal vanigar m
consecrating the deity Astradevar in the temple of Tiruvagattisuram udaiya

nayanar during the reign of the Kadava chief Kopperunjingadeva m 1272
AD.

The padinenvishayam guild took mitiative relating to the allotment
of Paitanapagudi in several centres. In the Piranmalai record of 13®
century AD 1t 1s mentioned that this guild issued orders to carry out the
samaya dharma — karya after consultations with several groups wncluding
the Ainnurruvar of the thousand directions, Kodumbalur, Matattandar,
Tillar vendar, Danmaparipalar and others n assigning the fees to meet the
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requirements i the temple. The .ssembly of the 18 districts composed of
several types of people stattoncd in the four quarters, conducted the
transactions of the assembly (samaya dharmua). In the tirukkavanam of the
temple of Margavagai tirtha mudaliya nayanar udaiyar Alagivya,
Tiruchchirrambalam udaiya nayanar at Tirukkodunkunram, the members of
the five hundred group including the Ettai Vattai and /dar Vattai, the five
hundred of the Erusattu and [rangu sattu, the five hundred of the
Arraivattai, and Aruvettai, the nagarattar of various centres met and taken
steps to follow samaya dharma. The padinenvishayam and the nalu
nagaram n the Sinnamanur record and the nattu chettis, the tala chettis,
the nagarattar, in Kovilpatti record, the five hundred in the Sarkar
Penyapalaiyam record the nagaram, danmatavalar, the vaisya vaniyar, the
saiiyar and others 1n the Danayakan kotar mscription decided to levy the
pattana pagudi. 1t is inieresting to find the decision given by 64 members
of the guild, after the meeting of the five hundred, to grant incomc from
the pattana pagudi to a Siva temple in the case of Sarkar Periyapalaiyam.
The representatives who met belong to the Chola and the Pandya country.
In the case of Karnataka the Ainnurruva svamigal, several merchant
classes, the Bhallunkidanda hastar, the Mummuridandas, etc, met and
fixed the imposts to be levied and diverted the money to the dettics at
several places. The padinenvishayam guild also took decision to levy the
imposts on different commodities the details of which are given 1n the
Tamil epigraphs. In contrast to this, from the records of Kolhapur, Miray,
Belegaum, Dharwad, etc, it 1s cbserved that only a few varieties have been
marketed and sold. The major group decided to grant the income from the
taxes levied on marketable products for various purposes. Scveral
members of this guild like gatris, gavares, oil merchants, the settis, the
sethiguttar, and others were involved in trade transactions during the 13th
century AD.

Conclusion

From the foregoing discussion, you may conclude that the major
merchantile organization namely the Ainnurruvar was assisted by
Padinenvishayam or Padinenbhumi. Similarly the nanadesi pekkumdru 1n
Andhra was another merchant organization which was supported by other
groups formed in particular arcas. The eulogy that started in the 10th
century gradually became lengthy on account of involvement of various
assocrated groups with the major organmizations like Ainnurruvar,
Manigramam, nanadesi pekamdru and others. During the 11" and 12"
centuries South [ndia witnessed an upheaval economic growth in many
arcas except Kerala. The moycment of the merchant guilds particularly the
caravans resulted in the coniiict between one group and the other. This
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necessitated the involvement of mercenary groups with the mercantile
groups so as to carry on a smooth trade. The warriors who are involved i
the brave activities to protect the goods and thc personnel have been
honoured and such places have been designated as erivirapattinam. The
rulers extended patronage to the merchants and mct them realize the
necessity of establishing a network for the mercantile activities. Several
rcasons may be attributed for the creation of the idea of an over arching
organization of the merchants. This study is not cxhaustive due to the fact
that still a number of inscriptions that have been noticed are yet to be
published. New discoveries of inscriptions no doubt enable us to change in
finalizing the conclusions.

I am extremely thankful to the organizers of Tamizhaga Tolliyal
Kazhagam, and the office bearers for the opportunity given to me to share
my thoughts with the eminent scholars assembled here.
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60. Sepulchral (Pallippadai)
Temples of South India*

P.Venkatesan, Mysore

Respected President of this session, distinguished delegates of this
conference and my dear friends,

Puranic storics, mythology, polpuar legends and beliefs assert that
temples in South India came up 1n one or the other of the several reasons
and ways. We know that 1 some places shrines were erected at the spot,
where trees have been regarded as the abode of some deity. The
Ekamaranatha temple at Kanjipuram, where the mango tree (Eka-Am-
mara=single mango tree) has been regarded as the abode of the God, the
Jambunatha temple at Jambukesvaram in the island of Srirangam, where
the Jambu (Naval in Tamil) tree has been regarded as such and the temple
at Tillaisthanam (Tillai forest) are some of the popular examples of this
type. In some cases shrines arose on the spots, where puranic stories and
incidents were localised by popular beliefs. Shrines of this type, after
being celeberated 1n the hymns of saints, gained much importance and
later on received the patronage of the rulers. The great, stupendous and
celeberated Brihadisvara temple at Thanjavur and the equally important
temple at Gangaikondacholapuram arose at the bidding of two great
monarchs of the Chola line.

The world famous Virupaksha and Mallikarjuna temples, temples
at Pattadakkal and the Kailasa temple at Ellora sprang up as prototypes of
the magnificient Kailasanatha temple at Kanjipuram, as 1t evoked great
admuration of even the invaders. We also have temples built over human
burials, known variously in different parts of South India. In the Tamil
speaking area, this class of temples were known as Pallippadai. In the
Kannada region it was known as paroksha vinayam. It was designated as
Sivayatanam prefixed with the name of the deceased person, whose
corporal relics were interred in the sanctum of such temples, 1 the Telugu
speaking region. In view of its curious nature, which 1s of absorbing
interest to South Indian historians, it is proposed to take up this type of
temples viz., Pallippadai, Parokshavinayam and Sivayatanam of dead
personages for our study here. This class of temples, though few in
number, might have been a great force n the rehgious, cultural and art
history of the region and it would be my endeavour to define the terms and

.
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highlight the origin of the cult, the persons for whom such temples were
crected, sources for the study, canonical prescriptions, chronological
treatment of individual temples, highhghting their art and architecture etc.
Each one of the topics dealt with in this lecture will admit of elaborate
treatment, based on a detailed study of this most important class of
remples in South India and I hope that this lecture will serve as a frame
work for such studies.

Definition

The term pallipadai has two components viz., palli and padai, i.e.,
pallippadai. In the Tamil Lexicon Pingala-Nigandu, the term palli is
explained as the abode of samnts, used for their retirement or sleep. In our
context, the term palii explains the final sleep of a person i.e., death. The
second component padai is padaittal meamng creation or construction.
Here in our context it explains the construction or erection of a structure
as a sepulchre or a tomb or tumulus in the form of a temple at the last
resting place of a person. Thus the term pallippadai is defined as a tomb
temple or a samadhi temple in the vernacular and common parlance.

The term paroksha vinayam of the Kannada region may be defined
as parokshan (dead) and vinayam (respectful creation) i.e., synonym of
Tamil Pallippadai. The term paroksham is the antonym of the word
pratyaksham, i.e., hving or being present. Thus “"pratyakshameva
pramanam, natu paroksham”. Hence the vinayam (respectful creation) of
puaroksham i.e., paroksha vinayam for those attained paralokam.

In the Telugu speaking region, this type of temple was known as
Sivavatanam in the name of the deceased persons. Ayatanam is a temple,
Siva of God Isvara. The name of the person for whom the temple was
crected was given as a prefix to this type of temples. Thus it is seen that

the sepulchral temples were called by different names in different regions
of South India.

Why South India?

South India has been selected as the area of our study because,
Saivism and the cult of ancestral worship and also the concept of
sepulchral temples of Tamil speaking area appear to have had a live
contact with the Saivism in the rest of South India. Besides there was a
live contact between Saiva institutions such as the mathas in different
parts of South India. Though this cult was popular in the Tamil speaking

area, yet the South Indian scenario presents a good scope for the study of
these temples and cults, religion etc.
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For whom and by whom sepulchral temples were erected?

It appears that there were many sepulchral or tomb shrines in
South India during the Chola and pre-Chola periods. These temples were
built at the bunal sites of royal personages, war heroes and saints. But
only a few of them are known today thanks to the discovery of epigraphs,
available in these temples themselves, disclosing the fact that they are
indeed sepulchres and tombs. Statements in the inscriptions and the
* epithets given to the persons for whom tomb shrines are available, such as
Tondaimanperarrur tunjina devar (Aditya Chola [}, Arrur tunjina devar
(Arinjaya Chola), Ponmaligai tunjinadevar (Sundara Chola), Anaimel
tunjinadevar (Rajaditya and Rajadhiraja I) and the availability of
pallippadai temples for some of them makes us to beiieve that pallippadai
temples were raised for those kings and generals who had encountered
untimely death in wars. Though we have no definite information about the
wars in which Aditya, Sundara Chola and Arinjaya had lost their lives, we
have inscriptional evidence to show that Rajaditya was called Anaimel
tunjinadevar on account of his death on the back of an elephant at the
hands of his Ganga advorsary Butuga in the battle of Takkolam. In the
light of these known references, it appears that even the Chalukya
Vikramaditya Il and the Ganga-Paliava King Pritivi Gangaraiyar and other
kings for whom sepulchral temples are available must have encountered
their death in some wars and therefore, tomb temples were erected for
them. Existence of Pallippadai temples dedicated in the names of some
queens goes to prove that they might have commtted self immolation
(sati), which act raised them to the level of a goddess and they were
worshipped.

The statements such as Devariva maganu found in the B.N.Jalihala
inscription of Chalukya Vikramaditya 11, tat putra Rajadityan found in the
Ganga-Pallava inscription at Cholapuram, both in the context of erection
of the temples as tomb shrines for their fathers and the inscription of
Parantaka recording the construction of Pallippadai temple to his father
Adiyta [, proves that Pallippadai temples were built by the pious and
noble sons of the deceased kings. In the case of Arinjaya, however, it was
given to his grandson Rajaraja | to build a pallippadai at Melpadi. In the
case of the three Chola general of Rajendra Chola I, who died in the war
at Kalidindi in Andhra Pradcsh, it was the grateful Vengi ruler Rajaraja,
who had built 3 shrines in the names of the generals who fell in defending
the Veingi ruler.

Sources

It appears that there were many funerary shrines in South India,
but only a few of them are known to us today. thanks to the discovery of
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epigraphs in them. Tamil literature, in particular the ulas and paranis etc.
are useful for our study.

The cult of ancestor-worship and origin of sepulchral temples

The cult of ancestor-worship by effigy is to be traced to the
consecration of sanctified small stones known as 'Sida-sthapanam in
Sanskrit and Kal-eduppu in Tamil. In the next stage this cult appears to
have expanded itself into paying of homage to Hero-stones and Sati-
stones. In the next stage it was erection of tomb-shrines. It was in this
stage that we find speindid and stately temples resembling jewel caskets
dedicated to the Chalukya Vikramaditya and his queens, the Chola Aditya
1, Arinjaya, queen Panchavan mahadevi and others were buiit over the
burial site of these royal personages.

Agama Vidhi or Canonical Prescriptions

The practice of constructing temples over the remains of a
deceased person is not uncommon, though it is not warranted by the
Agamas. In fact that Agamas forbid as inauspicious any construction in
the land containing bones and ashes. Though there appears to be no
specific Agama dealing with the erection of temples of sepulchral nature,
the Rauravagama deals with Kshetra-linga-pratishtha to relieve one from
the cycle of births and deaths, specially for war heroes and kings. This
practice was known as samadhi-linga-sthapana and it is this practice
which developed into great proportions in the form of sepulchral shrines.

Some Important sepulchral temples
1) Sepulchral temples of Vikramaditya IT and his queens

The Chalukyas of Vatapi were a powerful line of kings and they
considered the Pallavas as their natural enemies. In this dynasty, king
Vikramaditya Il ruled from A.D. 733-744. He was the son of Vijayaditya.
It is know from his Kanjipuram inscription that he gained a spectacular
victory in A.D. 740 over the Tundaka vishaya (Tondaimandala) which was
ruled by the Pallava king Nandi Varman Pallavamalla at that time.

It appears that this Chalukyan king met his death at a place called
B.N.Jallihala near Pattadakkal. Here his death has been commemorated by

the erection of a sepulchral temple for him. An inscription found engraved
in the temple reads:

1. Svasti [11*] Sri Vikramaditya Satyas raya
2. Devariya maganu Benamma Karanidada
3. Paradana Kesida [1*] dharmmavakke.
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Translation - Be it well. The illustrious Vikramaditya - Satyasraya
devanya's son Benamma made this heaven ward vehicle of the casket may
it he mentorious deed. From this inscription we may understand that on
the deuth of the King Vikramaditya, his cremated mortal remains were
placed 1n a casket (karainda) and buried at the spot over which the shrine
in question was constructed by Benamma. On either side of this temple,
there are two temples the details for whom these were erected are not
known. It is possible that these were the tombs of the King's two queens
Lokamadevi and Trilokyamadevi, who might have committed sati on the
death of their husband king. There are another 8 small shrines erected here
and there very close to these three temples, all of them present the view of
a mass graveyard. The three shrines dedicated to the king and his two
qucens contain a garbhagriha and an ardhamandapa in their front. The
temple of Vikramaditya stands on an adhistana and has no sikhara over
the central shrine. All the threc shrines face the north. The sanctum has a
Linga. Just behind the main shrine there is a natural boulder in which a
hero-stone is found sculpted in three panels. It is possible that the hero-
stone represents the death of the king and others at this spot.

2) Prithivi Gangaraiya's Sepulchral Temple at Solapuram, near
Vellore

The Sanskrit and Tamil inscription dated in the 8th year of the
Pallava king Vijaya Kampa (Kampa Varman' son of Vijaya Nandi Vikrama
Varman) in its Sanskrit portion gives the geneological account of the
Ganga-Pallava line of Kings and states in the Tamil portion that in the 8th
regnal year of King Vijaya Kampa, after Prithivi Gangaraiyar had died, his
son, the great Rajaditya, caused to be built a temple of [svara (Siva) and
also another house for the deccased as Atiytagaram (a tomb) at the spot
where his father had been buried. The inscription reads Line-3-" Ko
Visaiya Kamparkku Yand ettavadu Pinttivi Gangaraiyar Atiytar ayina
pirppadu tat putra Rajaditya mahadevan paranirupati magudankattida Sa-"
Line-4-"nan tam appanaraip = pallipp-adutta vidattu Isvar alayamum
Atiytagaramum eduppittu Kandu sevittan.”

An exploration conducted in the village, nearer to the
Nandikampesva temple, has yielded the discovery of a Siva linga standing
in situ in a field. Closer to this linga traces of an ancient brick structure is
found. It is stated that once there was a huge temple, in ruins, existed at
this site and the debris have been cleared for bringing the land under
cultivation. It is possible that the temple referred to in the inscription,
which was also discovered from this site, was the pallippadai Isvarayalam
erected by Rajaditya for his father Pinithivi Gangaraiyar. As there is
nothing, except the lone Sivalinga standing at the site, the details of the
temple arc fost. However, the iscription is a sheet-anchor in the history of
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South India as 1t clearly defines as to what exactly is a pallippadar wm as
much as it states that it was temple built at the Pallippaduttavidam (burnal
spot) of the deceased (atiytar).

3. Aditya Chola's Pallippadai at Tondamanad near Kalahasti
(A.P.)

The Kodandaramesvaram alias Adityisvaram temple here is said to
have been erccted as a Pallippadai of Aditya Chola, son of Vijayalaya
Chola, as recorded in an inscription of Parantaka [. The inscription
recording the details is found engraved on the adhishtana portion of the
temple. It says that this temple is the Pallippadai of Aditya Chola, who
was called as Tondaimanarrur tunjina dever. From the Tirumalpuram and
Kanyakumari inscriptions, we know that Aditya I was known as
Tondaimanarrur tunjina devar and Kodandaramar, respectively.

The temple faces the east and entered through a gopura dvara,
which is a brick structure. The temple has a garbha griha, and
ardhamandapa, which are connected by a vestibule (antaraia). The
adhishtana has the upana, jagati (both are now lay buried), tripatta
kumuda with Tamul inscriptions engraved all around, Kantha with
galapadas, pran over which stands the wall (bhitti). The wall
accommodates decorated devakoshtas for Ganesha, Dakshinamurthy on the
south side, Vishnu on the west and Brahma and Durga on the north side.
The kapota prastara has uncut Kirthimukham decorations. A three tier
sikhara raises over the central shrine. The sikhara Koshta accommodated
the same deities as found in the devakhoshtas on the walls. The sala, kuta
and panjara designs decorate the sikhara and add elegance. The finial has
a Kalasa. The inscription records an endowment for the celebration of a
seven day festival on the asterism of the king and also the festival of Indra
and feeding of one thousand people on these occasions.

4) Arinjaya Chola’s Pallippadai at Melpadi near Tiruvallam

From the four inscriptions found engraved in the Cholisvara
temple at Melpadi, we learn that it was a temple built as the pallippadai of
Arrur tunjina devar and was named as Arinjigai Isvaram, after the proper
name of the Chola King Arinjaya, the grand father of Rajaraja I, who had
built it. The relevant portion of the inscription reads Sri Rajraja devarkku
yandu 29 avadu Jayangonda Sola mandalattu peruntanappadi Tunattu
Merpadiyana Rajasrayapurattu Nagarttom Arrur tunjina devarkkup-
pallippadiyaga Udaiyar Sri Rajaraja devar engal nagattil eduppittu arulina
tiru Aringigai Isvarattu mahadevar Koyilukku.... etc. The temple had .

n'ruchchurraIai (penistyle), tirumurram (shrne for minor deity of the
village), tirunandavanam (flower garden) and a

Lakulisapandita, and madavatagam, residential qu
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arters around the temple
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site. On plan, the temple has a garbhagriliu and an ardhamandapa. There
is a cloister hall-around the shrinc. The temple has an wpapitha and an
adhistana with usual mouldings. The wall has 3 niches and is relived with
pilasters on all sides. The Kapota has bhutagana frieze. The prastara has
Kirthimukhas and Kudu motifs and a rafter of vyablas all around. A
circular vimana raises over the central shrine with four niches on all sides.
The niches on the walls and n the sikhara enshrine Dakshina, murthy,
Vishnu/ Brahma and Durga on the south, west and north respectively. The
easterm niche on the sikhara however accommodates Indra on Airavata.
The “sikhara has a kalasa and the stupi, broken.

S5) Queen Panchavan madevi's pallippadai at Ramanathan Koyil,
near Pattisvaram

We learn from an inscription of Rajendra Chola | that the Siva
temple at Ramanathankoyil was built as pallippadai in the name of Queen
Panchavan madevi and was named as Panchavan madeva Isvaram. Though
there were many queens, who had this name, it is likely that the
pallippadai was erccted over the burial of the queen’ of the same name of
King Raja Raja I, for we have the nscription of Rajendra I, which is the
carliest - one found in the temple. Therefore, 1t is possible that this temple
owes its existence to king Rajendra I, whose one of the step mothers was
Panchavamadevi. From the inscriptions, we learn that, as in the case of the
temple at Melpadi, its affairs were managed by Lakulisa Pandita in
collaboration with Venkadan Kovandai of Marudur.

On plan, the temple has a garbhagriha, antharala, a navaranga
and a maha (sabha) mandapa and 1s raised over an adhisthana containing
usual mouldings. There is a gopura at the entrance. A small, vimana raises
over the central shrine. The tempie has some of the finest Chola sculptures
on its various parts. The temple is enclosed by a huge wall.

6) Two Paroksha vinayam temples in Karnataka

Two Chola inscriptions, one from Chola-devanahalli near
Bangalore and the other from Chikkatti near Gundlepet state that two
temples were erected at these two places as paroksha vinayams for the
deceased persons referred to in them. The one from Choladevanahalli is
dated in the 18" regnal year of Rajendra Chola I. It is in Kannada and
Sanskrit languages, and Kannada script. It states that a certain
Vamanayyam son of Appanayyam of Bharadvaja gotram, a dandanayaka
of Rajendra Chola I had the temple of Siddisvaram constructed as a
paroksha vingyam for his guru Mauni-bhattaraka, when the guru attained
siddhi i.e., final emancipation on his departure or death (i.e., paroksham in
Sanskrit and Kannada). He also provided for offerings, perpetual lamps
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ctc. to the temple. A certain Rupa Siva Pandita was the manager of the
tcmple. The temple is situated in the village Aivargandapura near
Soladevana halli. The temple is completely renovated now, obliterating the
Chola features.

There is another temple of Paroksha-Vinayam at Chikkatti. This
temple is now called as Chandrasekhaa temple. An inscription in Kannada
found engraved on a hero-stone installed near the temple is dated in the
33td regnal year of the Chola King Rajadhiraja I. It states that the temple
in question was erected as a Paroksha-Vinayam by a certain Kesava bhatta
son of Achchayya of Tore-Karatti, for his father and mother and also for
the merit of his ancestors belonging to 21 generations. A gift of land was
made by him for its upkeep. This temple looks like a megalithic dolman,
with large and flat slabs of hewn stones, supported by uprights set on
edges to form into a square garbhagriha and a rectangular mandapa with
opening in the front side. There are some loose sculptures in the mandapa.
There is a Siva Linga in the central shrine.

7 Three sepulchral temples at Kalidindi (A.P.)

Kalidinds is a small village in Krishna Dt. of A.P. A copper plate
inscription discovered from this place, belonging to the Eastern Chalukyan
King Rujaraja (A.D. 1018-1059), states that Rajendra Chola had sent his
three nulitary generals viz., Rajaraja Brahmamaharaja, Uttama Choda
Chodakon and Uttama sola miladudaiyen along with a vast army to assist
the Eastern Chalukyan king in his fight against the Kalyani Chalukyan
army from Karnataka. The three Chola generals died in the engagement
near this place. The greateful Andhra King had constructed three Siva
temples for all the three generals and called as Sivayatanam
Rajarajesvaram and the Sivayatanams in the names of Uttama Choda
Chodakkon and Uttama Chola Miladudaiyan respectively. He also

provided for conducting worship in these temples and also the
maintenance of a matha.

in my field work, I have found that some of these temples are
facing threat from various agencies, apart from the vageries of nature. Of
the many such temples, only two temples one at Melpadi and the other at
Tondamanad are protected by the Central and State Govts. According
heritage tag to the other temples by these agencies may spell a ray of hope
for saving these unique and centuries old temples.

It is a matter of great happiness, and we owe great indebtedness to
the Kovilur Adhinam and its worshipful pontifs for jomning with this
august body in creating awareness on the need to takeup studies on these
t;mples and the urgent need to protect, conserve and preserve these
shrines.
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TAMIL NADU ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, THANJAVUR
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31.03.2009

Opening Balance : ‘ Printing 43,208.50
Cash in hand 29,305.50 | Xerox - 137.50
Cash at Bank Auditor Fees 1.000.00
Indian Bank, 10,755.00

SBL TNIJ 11,355.12 | Salary 3,000.00
Sale of Books 4.697.50 | Honorarium 8,000.00
Membership Fees 38.400.00 | Postage & Courier 3,585.00
Interest 21.923.00 | Freight 2.420.00
Donation 8,000.00 | Bank Commission 255.00
ICHR Grand (For Vol.17}| 23,000.00 | Travelling Expenses 1,267.00
Fixed Deposit 2.30,000.00 | Telephone 680.00
Tea & Coffee .. 40.00
Fixed Deposit 3.05,000.00

Closing Balanee
SBI, Thanjavur 1,543.62
Indian Bank. TNJ 3,114.00
Cash in Hand 6,185.50
3,79,436.12 3,79,436.12

{Sd.) V.Ramasamy
Chartered Account
951, East Main St., Thanjavur - 1
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TAMIL NADU ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, THANJAVUR
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31.03.2009

To Printing Charges 43,208.50 | By Sale of Books 4,697.50
To Xerox 137.50 | By Membership Fees 38,400.00
To Auditor Fees 1.000.00 { By Interest 21,923.00
To Salary 3.000.00 | By Donation 8,000.00
To Honorarium 8,000.00 { By ICHR Grant 25,000.00
To Postage & Courier 3,585.00
To Freight 2,420.00
To Bank Commission 255.00
To Travelling Expenses 1.267.00
To Telephone 680.00
To Tea & Coffee 40.00
To Excess of Income
Over Expenditure 34,427.50
98,020.50 98,020.50

BALANCE SHEET AS ON 31.03.2009

LIABILITIES ASSETS
FUND ACCOUNT :
Opening Balance 3,00,115.62 | Fixed Deposit 3,05.000.00
Add Furniture 11,000.00
Excess of Income Steei Cup-Board 7,700.00
over Expenditure 34,427.50
Cash at Bank :
SBIL. TNJ 1.543.62
Indian Bank. TNJ 3,114.00
Cash in hand 6,185.50
3,34,543.12 3,34,543.12

Q| evemrib 20, 2009

(Sd.) V.Ramasamy
Chartered Account
951, East Main St.. Thanjavur - |
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AVANAM
Annual issue of the Tamilnadu Archaeological Society

Avanam aims at bringing to lime light all kinds of primary sources,
which unravel the history of Tamilnadu. It carries reports on the
hitherto unpublished epigraphs, copper plate records, palm leaf
manuscripts, paper documents, archaeological artifacts, coins, art
objects and articles. It is a treasure house of original resources to
be adorned in the library of each and every one, who is interested
in the history of Tamilnadu.

Avanam 1 -8 not available

Avanam 9 - 14 Rs. 100/- (per copy)
Avanam 15 - 19 Rs. 150/~ (per copy)
Avanam 20 Rs. 200/- (per copy)

Those who wish to buy the back volumes of the Avanam may send
a D.D. or Cheque for Rs.100/- (per copy), drawn in favour of the
Tamilnadu Archaeological Society, to the Treasurer,
C/o Department of Epigraphy and Archaeology, Tamil University,
Thanjavur - 613 005. Cheques should be sent with an additional
amount of Rs.100/- to meet the Bank commission.

Those who wish to become life members may send Rs.1000/- to the
Treasurer.

Those who want to get their newly published books reviewed in the
Avanam should send three copies of the book to be reviewed,

along with a sum of Rs.50/- for postal expenditure, to the
Secretary.

Noburu Karashima, Varalarruppokkil Thennagacchamugam,
Rs.100/-

Kaveri Rs. 450/-
Ancient and Medievel Commercial Activities in the Indian Ocean
Testimonly of Inscriptions and Ceramic - Sherds, Rs.300/-

Address to be contacted
Secretary / Treasurer
Tamil Nadu Archaeological Society,

C/o. Department of Epigraphy and Archaeology,
Tamil University, Thanjavur - 613 010.
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