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ABSTRACT

Tamil Nadu forms the Southern most tip of the Indian Peninsula.
it has a long coast line of nearly 900 Kms mostly facing the Bay of
Bengal, and also partly Indian Ocean and the Arabian Sea. The ancient
Tamil race has been known as a Sea faring community; the three
kingdoms (Moovendar) of Chera, Chola and Pandya dynasties have
carried out a number of Sea-faring expeditions to countries in the
South east Asian region, especially to Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand
and Cambodia etc, over the centuries. The purpose of these ventures
was to acquire a foot hold in the major trade routes of the South East
Asian region. Incidentally it alsé helped them to extend the cultural
influence of Tamil Nadu with its rich language, art, temple architecture
and heritage ‘to the people of that area. For this purpose it was
necessary to build a large number of sea ports along the coast line.
Ports such as Kumari, Korkai, Alagankulam, Kaveripoompattinam,
Arikamedu, Mahabalipuram, etc., were not only thriving centers of
trade, commerce etc., but also for exchange of culture and traditions.
The present paper outlines the role played by the major port towns in
promoting cultural exchange among the countries of the region.



SEDEIAUL (B SITCONCITINSL ~ 87 2

INTRODUCTION

Tamil Nadu lies in between the Latitude North 8° 5' and 13°
35’ and Longitude East 76° 15' and 80° 20' and forms the Southern
most tip of the Indian Peninsula. It is surrounded by three states
namely Andhra Pradesh in the north east, Karnataka in the North
West, Kerala in the west. It has a long coast line of nearly 900 Kms
mostly facing the Bay of Bengal, and partly Indian Ocean and the
Arabian Sea. But the ancient Tamil land comprised of parts of Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and the whole of Kerala [from Vadavenkadam to
Thenkumari i,e, Tirupathi hills in the north to Kanyakumari in the
south] . The geographical location of the ancient Tamilagam played
an important role in trade and cultural contact with West and Southeast
Asian countries. It was ruled by the three kingdoms {Moovendar} of
Chera, Chola and Pandya dynasties commonly known as Sangam
period, which dates from 1t to 3" century CE. There were number of
contacts between early Tamil land and Western and Eastern countries.
The ancient Tamils carried out a number of Sea-faring expeditions to
Far eastern countries especially to Indonesia, Malaysia, Burma, Thailand,
Cambodia, Vietnam, etc., over the centuries. The present paper is
divided into two parts; one based on material evidences of Tamil
origin found in southeast Asian region while the other part outlines
the role played by the major port towns in Tamil Nadu in promoting
the cultural exchange among the countries of the region.

The Sangam literature mentions about the seafaring activities of
the Tamils in the olden days. Ahananuru, Purananuru and
Civakacintamani give number of references about the sea trade
activities of the Tamils. There is a saying in Tamil ‘Tiraikadal Odiyum
tiraviyam tedu” [SleorsLs epun dyelun G5®]. ( Tiraikadal means
sea; odiyum means travel; tiraviyam means wealth: tedu means search)
which in turn means that one can even cross the sea for acquiring

wealth. This shows that the early Tamils had crossed the sea for trade
purposes. ’

There are number of references about the import of pearl from
Eastern Sea and Black pepper from Java in Pattinappalai.
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The Indonesian islands were known for their aromatic products.
The Greek and Romans were fond of these luxurious items. Hence the
Indian traders particularly the Tamils imported the products from
Southeast Asian countries and in turn exported them to western
countries. Pattinappalai mentions that the goods from the Southeast
were brought to Kaveripoompattinam. The following lines clearly
convey the same message;

“llathunavum Kazhagattu takkamum Ariyavum Periyavum
NeriyaendiValanthalai mayangiya Nanthalai marugu:
Bargiuraln sYss5g S5 fuan Quflweb Qgﬂ@mm@mmgf,gmm
LwES EHESHME o(hE):

l. ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCES OF TAMIL ORIGIN FOUND IN
SOUTH EAST ASIAN REGION

A Tamil Brahmi inscribed pot sherd from Thailand

Good number of material evidences such as inscribed potsherds
and sculptures of Indian origin are found in the Southeast Asian
countries. Following are some of the antiquities collected in this region.

a. One among them is the recent discovery of a unique Tamil
Brahmi inscription on pottery of 2™ century CE recently found in the
excavation at Thailand. The Thai —French team of archaeologists, led
by Dr.Berenice Bellina of the Central National de la Recherche
Scientifique, France and Praon Silpanth, of Silpakorn University,
Thailand found the inscribed sherd at Phu Khao Thong. Only three
letters are seen on the black pottery which is also in fragment. The
inscription reads as 7U RA O.... possibly part of a Tamil word turavon
which means monk. |. Mahadevan, an expert in Tamil epigraphy has
examined and confirmed that the inscription is in Tamil and written in
Tamil —-Brahmi characters of about the second century CE. Only three
letters have survived on the pottery fragment. The presence of the
letter RA confirms that the language is Tamil and the script is Tamil
Brahmi. From this it can be inferred that the owner of this pottery, a
monk from Tamil Nadu might have traveled to Thailand. According to
scholars this is the earliest Tamil inscription found so far in south East
Asia and attests to the maritime contacts of the Tamils with the Far
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East even in the early centuries of CE. Prof Richard Salomon of the
University of Washington, an expert in Indian Epigraphy, commented
that “I am happy to hear that the inscription in question is in fact
Tamil- Brahmi, as | had suspected. This is important, among other
reasons, because it presents a parallel with the situation with Indian
inscriptions in Egypt and the Red Sea area. There we find both
Tamil — Brahmi inscriptions and standard Brahmi inscriptions; and we
now see the same in Vietnam and South East Asia. This indicated
that the overseas trade between India to both the West and the east
involved people from the Tamil country and also other regions”.

AN ENGRAVED TOUCH STONE

A small touch stone measuring 8x4x3 cms with Tamil Brahmi
inscription of 3" to 4* century CE was found at a place called Klong
Thomitarion, which is also locally known as Khuan Luk Pad (means
bead mound). The inscription reads as Perumpattan kal, meaning the
stone of Perumpattan. Perumpathan generally refers to the artisans or
smiths, such as gold, black smith etc. Gold smith, black smith and
other artisans usually use this kind of touch stone, for their profession.
The terminology ‘ pattan’ refers to the Gold smith. According to
Prof. K.V.Raman even today the gold smiths are known as pattan or
pattar in Tamil Nadu.

From this inscribed stone it can be assumed that there was a
settlement of artisans in Thailand, particularly gold smith, black smith
and carpenters from ancient Tamil land.

AN EARLY sQuARE CHOLA COIN

A square shaped copper coin was also unearthed at the same
place, i.e. Klong Thom. The tiger, royal emblem of Cholas, was noticed
on one side and a chariot drawn by a horse and an elephant were
found on the reverse side. These types of coins were issued by the
Cholas of Sangam period and dated to 1% to 3« century CE.

To some extent, it can be inferred that these coins might have
been in usage among the traders and served as instruments of monetary
exchange. The square Chola coins might have been used in Thailand
or taken there by the Tamil traders. It also shows that these coins
were recognized as currency by the Thai people.
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PALLAVA COIN

A round copper coin with figure of standing bull on one side
and a ship with two masts steered by means of oars on the reverse
was found in the same place. The bull resembles that of the bull
found in the Pallava emblems and their coins in Tamil Nadu, the period
can-be assigned to 6" century CE.

InscriPTION - TAKUA — PA

Takua-pa is a place in Thailand, referred by Ptolemy as Takola.
A panel of Tamil inscriptions found in this place dated to 9% century
CE, records the construction of a tank, named Avani-naranam, by a
person who described himself as the Lord of Nangur. The tank is
placed under the protection of three sets of settlements; a) the members
of the Manigramam, b) the residents of the cantonment [Senamukham]
and c) one other group whose name is not readable. Prof. Nilakanta
Sastri has discussed this inscription in detail.

1) Varman [ku] suITLof; [(5)

2][mal Manthan Nang [ku] [w] wrGatE BE [ ]

3] ... Totta Kulam Pe " Qe GembeLy’

4] ... [Ra] nam Manikkramam [7)ewwrid wewflglymo. . .
5] ...Senamukhattarku "CEMTPSSSTTEHE

6] lyal tharkkum Adaikkalam WSTTSE L S8 60LD

According to Prof. Shanmugham, there was no reference of the
tank named Avani — naranam in the inscription, which is presently
kept in the local museum at Nakhoh Si Tammarat in Thailand. He says
that the inscribed stone might have been damaged in due course after
it was read by Prof. Sastri. But Prof. Sastri had identified the name
Avani — Naranam, with the Pallava king Nandivarman Il [826-850
CEl. The maintenance and protection of the tank was handed over to
three merchant communities namely Manigramam, Senamukham and
another group.

The mercantile communities mentioned in the inscription were
in existence in Tamil Nadu from 6" century CE onwards. There are
large number of inscriptional references in Tamil Nadu about these
merchant guilds and their trade activities. It is interesting to note that
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the same kind of mercantile guilds were present at Takua-pa, which is
noticed from the inscription. The place names such as Nangur,
Manigramam are some of the places still in existence in Tamil Nadu,
that too in present Nagapattinam district. Kaveripoompattinam, an
emporium was once a flourishing port near Nagappattinam and was
the second capital of the early Cholas. There is a place called
Manigramam, near Kaveripoompattinam where excavation revealed
many artefacts especially beads, especially semi precious stones. It
can be assumed that the name Manigramam mentioned in the
Takua-pa inscription is one and the same Manigramam of Tamil Nadu.
There is a place called Takkolam near Chennai in Tamil Nadu. Due to
the influence of Takua-pa, the name might have been known to
merchants from Thailand who would have settled here. It can be
safely assumed that the merchants from this region had trade contacts
with Thailand. It also shows that the Tamil merchants, wherever they
went, had passion for the adapted land where they settled, and
participated in many welfare activities like the construction of tank as
mentioned above.

Excavation at Khaosam Kaeo - Thailand

Excavation was undertaken at Khaosam Kaeo and the Upper
Thai Peninsula, by the Thai-French archaeological team between the
years 2002 and 2005. There were number of artefacts of Indian origin
collected in the excavation. Large number of stone beads and glass
objects were also recovered during the excavation. On the basis of
stone and glass waste material, the excavators identified this place as
a manufacturing centre for semi-precious glass and stone ornaments.

They also found small monochrome Indo - Pacific glass beads,
which were commonly found at later pre-historic and historic sites in
the South East Asian region. These are prismatic transparent glass
beads, and were first reported from Southeast Asia at Ban Don Ta
Phet. Only a few glass beads were worked with lapidary techniques,
i.e., the beads are ground and polished to look like stone beads.
These stone beads might have come from Arikamedu in India and
Matai in Sri Lanka and other places in Thailand, Malay peninsula,
Philippines - etc.,The excavator Bellina, analysed the glass materials
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and suggested that they were made with Indian technologies to
respond to the specific demands of some of the Southeast Asian
network. They proposed that this site was a manufacturing centre of
semi precious ornaments probably of Indian craftsmen and Indian
communities settled in the site.

In Tami! Nadu the excavation carried out at Arikamedu and
Alagankulam revealed large number of semi precious stone beads,
unfinished ones and core materials used for making the beads. At
Kodumanal about 3000 etched carnelian beads were recovered from
the excavated trenches. That bead making was a very important
industry in ancient Tamil Nadu is confirmed from the above observation
by Bellina. We can assume that the craftsmen from Tamil Nadu were
_ specialists in making beads and they might have migrated to Southeast
Asian Countries as part of their migrated activities.

NAkHON SiI TAMMARATH - THAILAND

A Tamil inscription of 12% century CE was noticed in the Buddha
temple at Nakhon Si Tammarath. It mentioned a gift made to the
temple in the year 1183 CE by a person known as Dharma Senapathi.
Saka year 1105 is given in the inscription-

1] Svasti saka [p]

2] .. nurru Anju Chenra (thu)

31 ... Im Perra Tinkatki(zhamai)

4} ... Kan Devarana Danma Sena . . .
5] Parisaavathu Brahmanar pay

AcasTyAa BRONZE FROM PHANG PHNA
A bronze image of Agastya (Height 22.5 cm) was found at Phang
Phna, Sathing Phra District in Thailand.

Agastya is a manifestation of Siva as the divine teacher, who
was credited with the introduction of Hinduism and Civilization to
South India. He is shown standing, with long beard and pot bellied in
Jatamakuta hair style. The Yajnopavita is shown in the form of shawl,
and his right hand holds a rosary. It is dated to the 10* century CE,
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and comparable to contemporary Central Javanese bronze images of
Agastiya, where his worship was closely related to the Siva Linga
cult.

B. Two TAMIL INSCRIPTIONS FROM SUMATRA

Two Tamil inscriptions are kept in the Jakarta National Museum,
Indonesia. A Stone Tamil inscription from the locality Lobo Toewa in
Baros, Sumatra is badly damaged, but some portions of the inscriptions
are clear. The inscription is dated in the Saka year 1010 [1088 CE]
and records a gift by persons belonging to a group, known as “one
thousand — five — hundred.”

Prof. Sastri assumes from these inscriptions might have been a
Tamil colony or a settlement of merchants in Sumatra who constructed
temples during the Chola period. It is identified that this inscription
belongs to the Chola king Kulottunga | {1075-1125).

Another stone inscription is noticed around a sculpture. A small
Vinayaka figure is seen above the sculpture, which is also from Jakarta
National Museum. The inscription is engraved both in Tamil and Java
language and is dated to 1258 or 1275 CE. It refers to an officer by
name Senatipathiyana Dipankaran who might be the officer in charge
of this region under the Srivijaya rulers. Prof. Subbarayalu identifies

the sculpture as Vinayaka and donations were given for making this
sculpture.

It is interesting to note that this record is both in Tamil and
Java languages. The Tamil merchants were allowed to construct
temples and make donations for the same. Constructing temples in
their settlements paved the way for other cultural activities such as
some celebrations connected with the temple festivals, for which

artisans and artists from Tamil Nadu might have been brought to this
place during that occasion.

Javanese language
1. sdeumd) uf ms airennds - anisds
2. ey &&0 ey gand all s&rany Crad memssr -
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c. CHinese CoNTACTS

Indian traders, particularly Tamil merchants, used the southern
or peninsular Thailand as the land bridge for trading with China in the
middle of the 3" century CE. According to the Chinese accounts, the
Indians lived in the peninsula at Dan Sun (Tien Sun). About 500 families
of Indian merchants and more than 1,000 Brahmans, some of whom
married local girls and settled there permanently. They brought with
them Indian culture, religion, rituals, law, languages as well as the
system of government. The Chinese envoys also observed that ‘it is
the custom to worship the Buddha but great respect is paid to the
Brahmans'.

A o

0 ND

TamiL INscriPTIONS IN CHINA

An inscription in two pieces is engraved on a white stone
discovered in Quanzhou, a famous medieval port in Southern China.
it is bilingual, in both Tamil and Chinese.

The inscription refers to a person called Champanda Perumal
alias Tavach-Chakkaravarttikal, who instailed an idol of Siva to pray
for the health of the authority. This idol was kept in the Siva temple
known as Tirkkanichchuram, named after the emperor. The inscription
is dated to 1281 CE. From this epigraph, it is inferred that there was
once a big Siva temple existed at Quanzhou, and the Tamil trading
community in China had a cordial reiationship with the Chinese
authorities; and even went to the extent of making some offerings to
Hindu deities for the welfare of the Chinese ruler.
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Il. PorTs of TamiL NADU AND THEIR TRADE LINKS WiTH SouTH EAsT
AsiaN COUNTRIES

The ancient Tamil land had commercial intercourse with western
countries in the Mediterranean and far eastern countries in the Indian
Ocean. This resulted in the development of ports and maritime trade
centers in the eastern coast. The trade centers like Mylarphan (Mylapore,
near Chennai), Keberis (Kaveripumpattinam), Poduke or Poduce
{Arikamedu, Pondicherry), Sopatna, Nikam (Nagapattinam]),
Periyapattinam, Kayalpattinam, Alagankulam, Colchi (Korkai) and
Comari (Kanyakumari) etc., were under the control of the Chera, the
Chola and the Pandya rulers of the then Tamil country.

The important seaports and trade centres in the east coast are
often referred in the literatures and archaeological sources. The study
of the historical importance and their significance throws valuable
light 6n the trade activity of the Tamil people in the ancient and
medieval period. The ancient seaports of Tamil Nadu flourished in
different periods of history and had trade contacts with Rome, Far
East and South East Asian countries.

This paper now focuses attention on the unfamiliar trade centres
like Alambarai, Marakkanam, Alagankulam, Mylapore, Tarangambadi
and Nagappatinam etc., in the east coast and their significance.
Exploration and excavations at Alagankulam highlight the early history
(i.e. Sangam period) and the trade contacts with west and eastern
countries. Excavated antiquities reveal the influence on socio-economic
and cultural life of Tamilians.

CHINESE POTTERIES

Chinese pot sherds were recovered in exploration and excavations
in Tamil Nadu. Mostly they belong to 9t century to 13% century CE.
The Chinese pot sherd such as celadon, white porcelain, brown glazed
porcelain and blue and white pieces were found in Tamil Nadu. They
occurred mostly in the coastal area and capital cities. Large quantity
of Chinese pot sherds are found in the following sites: Periyapattinam,
Ramnad District; Palaiyakayal, Tirunelveli District; Darasuram, Tanjore

Dfstr‘ict; Vellore, Vellore district; Gangaikondacholapuram, Ariyalur
District; and Arikamedu in Pondicherry.
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There are number of references from the Chinese sources about
the political, trade and cultural links ‘betweéen China and India,
particularly Tamil Nadu. There is a reference to missions sent to the
court of a Chinese Emperor from South India by the Chola monarchs
Rajaraja | {985-1014CE) and Kulottunga | (1070-1125CE ).

The Karandai Copper plate of Rajendra I states that ;chg king of
Kambhoja sent the victorious yvar-chariot of his own as the sign of
gratitude and royalty to Rajendra | ( 1012-1044 CE).

A Tamil inscription from Chidambaram dated in the 44™ regnal
year of Kulottunga | { 1070-1125 CE ) mentions that a beautiful polished
stone was presented to Kulottunga by the King of Kambhoja as a
Curio {Kaatch/) and that it was fixed in the hall opposite to the Golden
Hall there to serve a$ a mirror to the.Lord.of Tillai. ’

INSCRIPTIONAL REFERENCE OF CHINESE COIN FROM NAGAPATTINAM

" A badly damaged inscription’ found on the west and south wall
from main shrine, Kaarohanamudalyar temple at Nagapattinam
belonging to the Chola King Rajendra lin his 7t regnal year (1019 CE)
mentions the gift made.for the worship in the temple. It records the
gift of 87.75 Kalanju of Chenakanagam and 60.75 kalanja of
Undigaippon to the temple of Kaarohanamudaiyar and another gift
for worshipiné to Ardhanarisvara and to feed 2 brahmans in the temple.
The name of the donor was Srikuruttan Kesavan alias agralekhai, the
chief writer of the King of Kedaram.

The donor Srikuruttan Kesavan is said to be the Chief Writer of
the Kedaram King. It shows that the Kedaram King had the scribe
from Tamil Nadu to write his orders.in Tamil.;The epigraph also refers
to the Chinese gold as Chenékanagam It is assumed that-gold” from
China was, m use,in Tamil-Nadu; and it was recogmzed as money used
in datly Ilfe

CHINESE coINS IN TARANGAMBADI,

Three Chinese coins of 13 to 17" gentury CE were collected at
Tarangambadi and are exhibited in the departmental site museum at
Poompuhar.
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A big square copper coin belongs to 1224-1236 CE, of Jin
dynasty and reads as Ruipin Tangbao meaning auspicious and peaceful
money.

Another small coin of Ming dynasty; {1628-1664) and the name
of the King is given as Congzhan Tangbao, means the currency belongs
to the King Congzhan.

The third coin again of Ming dynasty (1674-1676) inscribed as
Yumin Tongbao means “the money of the people”.

There are number of Chinese artefacts such as Coins, Bell, Chinese
potteries collected in the coastal region, particularly in Nagapattinam
and other nearby places.

ALAGANKULAM

Location: Alagankulam is a village situated on the east coast in
Ramanathapuram Taluk and district and it is about three kilometers
away from the seashore. The state department of archaeology located
a Roman site; in the course of exploration by its Excavation Branch in
the mouth of river Vaigai at Alagankulam, a village situated on the
Coromandal Coast in Ramanathapuram district.

This place was excavated during the years 1986-87, 1990-91,
1993-94, 1995-96, 1996-97, and 1997-1998. Totally, nineteen trenches
were laid at Alagankulam ‘Kottiamedu’ (mound of fort) mound and at
Pudukudieruppu. The excavation at Alagankulam revealed beyond
doubt that this place might have been an important port city as
Kaveripoompattinam and Korkai were on the east coast and it had
also throw more light on the commercial and cultural contacts of
Tamils with Rome and the Far Eastern Countries. Mediterranean region,
and support the statements made in the Tamil Sangam literature and
the writings of Ptolemy, Pliny and other foreign sailors of first and
second centuries of Common Era (e.g. Periplus of the Erythrean Sea).

It is the important trade centre in the Pandya country, which
seems to have contributed to the sea trade and improvement of
commerce of ancient Tamil Nadu. It appears that it was a very busy

‘centre, as busy as Arikamedu in the central part of Tamil Nadu. On
the basis of the occurrence of the potsherds of Mediterranean origin
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and the coins of Roman Emperors, it can be presumed with certainty
that a Roman settlement existed in this place in the early centuries of
Common Era as at Arikamedu. To attest this fact a large number of
rouletted sherd, coins of Roman emperors like Valentine Il, Arcadius
and Theodosius Il were found in the excavated trenches. Considering
the occurrence of a large number of red rouletted and terracotta
figurine with Greek art influence, one is led to think that the commercial
contacts with the Hellenistic world had also some influences on the
material culture of the Tamils. The find of a rouletted sherd with ship
symbeol is an outstanding evidence for the knowledge of ancient Tamil
people in ship building activity and navigation. It is understood number
of rouletted sherds from local origin were also reported from Thailand,
Cambodia, Malaysia, Vietnam and Indonesian island.

The fine variety of Northern Black Polished (NBP)-sherds that
had been unearthed from this site strongly stresses the fact that a
cordial and commercial relationship was prevalent between Tamils
and the people of Gangetic region. It is note worthy to say at this
juncture that the excavation at Korkai, situated south of Alagankulam
in Tuticorin district has also yielded a few pieces of NBP sherds. The
inscribed potsherds from Alagankulam excavations with Tamil Brahmi
with some Sinhalese script revealed the close contact of Tamils with
Sri Lanka. To some extent it can be inferred that Alangulam might
have been served as the commercial base between South East Asia
and Tamil Nadu,

PoomPUHAR

Location: Situated about 708 Kms north east of Thanjavur at
the estuary of river Cauvery. It was a celebrated port town of the
early Chola dynasty. The sangam literary work Pattinappalai refers
Poompuhar as the second capital and port city of the Chola kings.
There are ample reference about Kaveripumpattinam, Manigramam,
Nagur, Nagappattinam in the inscriptions found in Thailand and
Indonesia. The excavation carried out by Archaeological Survey of
india at Poompuhar revealed Buddhist Vihara in Pallavaneeswaram,
and crescant shaped channel at Vanagiri. These structures confirm
the existence of Poompuhar as an important port city.
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The state department of Archaeology, Tamil Nadu als.o carried
out excavation at Kizharveli. The excavation revealed two brick walls,
running Northeast-Southwest at a depth of 20 cm. Soft clay had
been used as a binding material. These two brick wall§ were placed
wide apart and provided with platforms, the intention being that there
should be free movement of water. Four wooden poles were found.
Two of them were made out of the Palmyra tree trunk and the other
two made of lluppai tree trunk (Bassia Longifolia). . This structure
seems to have served as a wharf in the 4 century CE. The department
proposed to protect the site as a historically important site.

The Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology also carried
out Under-sea exploration in collaboration with Natiopal Institute of
Oceanography, Goa during 1990-1994 and 1997 with the aid of
sophisticated equipments like side scanner sonar, etc. It has spotted
some heaps in about 30-meter depth off the shore of Poompuhar.
Airlift operations in 7m depths revealed three courses of stone masonry
off Vanagiri. (The near by site at Poompuhar) The stone blocks varying
in size 30x20x5 cm. 65x40x10 cm and 60x35x10 cm were also found
during the operation. The approximate date of the structures can be
ascertained to 2™ century BCE to 4" century CE.

For the interest of the scholars the other important discovery
in the year 1991 was the wrecked ship at a water depth of 19 m; it
was explored further and the wooden planks of the hull were traced.
The ship is about 50 m in length and 15 m in width, A heavily encrusted
cannon measuring 2.1 in length was located close to the wreck. The
most important findings recovered were lead ingots from the wreck.
Some of them bear the name of the English company, W BLACKETT,
who were the large-scale producers of the lead ingots. Two ingots
are stamped with the year 1791 while others with 1792. The average
weight of the ingots is 68.5 kg. They are 87-90 cm long, 1560 -180
mm wide and. 6 ¢cm thick. Hence, an exclusive Underwater

Archaeological Site Museum was established at Poorhpuhar.:This is’
the only such Museum in India. ' ‘

ARIKAMEDU

Location: Situated near Pondicherry Union Territory in India, once
it was a major Chola port dedicated to bead making and trading with
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Roman traders. It was known as “Bead maker of the world”. Arikamedu
was occupied from 2™ Century BCE to 17* Century CE. It is the first
place known to have made small, drawn (cut from a tube) glass beads,
found universally. The workers in the glass bead industry migrated to
other places such as Mantai (Sri Lanka), Khlong Thom and Taku-Pa
(Thailand), Oc-eo (Vietnam), Palembang (Sumatara) and Sumgaimas,
Kualaselinsing (Malaysia). This shows that the fame of ancient
Arikamedu reached all over the world.

GANGAIKONDACHOLAPURAM

It was the secondary capital of the Cholas for 2560 years. Collection
of more invaluable antiquities such as beads, coins and iron objects or
wares; Chinese celadon and porcelain ware and establishment of trade
and commercial contact between China and South India are some of
the highlights of the excavation at Gangaikondacholapuram done in
1987 and 1992.

Gangaikondacholapuram was the capital of the Chola king
Rajendra | [1014-1044 CE] son of the great king Rajaraja Chola [985-
1014 CEl. In his eulogy which is prefixed to inscriptions and copper
plates, he mentions the various kingdoms and towns he had conquered
during his long reign. Some of the places referred to are Sri Lanka,
Malaysia, Srivijaya, Bali, Kedah, Nicobar and other countries in the
Indian Ocean.
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This proves the intimate contacts between the various kingdoms of
Southeast Asia and the Chola dynasty of Tamil Nadu.

NAGAPATTINAM

Located about 90 kms to the east of Thanjavur, it was a thriving
Buddhist centre from the 8% century onwards. In the 11* century CE,
the Indonesian king Sri Vijaya Sulamanivarman built a Buddhist Vihara
with the patronage of Rajaraja Chola | (385-1014 CE). Many Buddhist
images were unearthed from here and are being preserved in the
Government Museum, Chennai.

PERIYAPATTINAM

Location: situated about 20 kms from Ramanathapuram on the
way to Rameswaram in Ramnad district. The Chinese work Daoyi
Zhilue of fourteenth century CE mentions a country port called
Dabadan. In Chinese Da means big, and badan town, which in turn in
Tamil is known as Periya (big) Pattinam (town). The identification of
Dabadan with Periyapattinam is possible due to the occurrence of
Chinese ceramic sherds at this place. The potsherds of Chinese origin
were fine specimens of Celadon pieces from the Longquan kilns and

blue and white pieces from the Jingdozhen kilns from south China of
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries.

PaLaivA - KavaL (Owp Kayad)

. Kayal situated adjacent to Tutukudi (Tuticorin) in Tirunelveli
district, was once a famous port town under the Pandyas in the
thirteenth century and was mentioned as Cail [Kayal] by Marco Polo.
Most of the Chinese potsherds from Longquan, Fujian kilns and the
other sherds were from Behua porcelain and the brown graze
Guangdong ware are found at Kayal. Kayal was mentioned as the

Pandya port in the works of Wassaf and Rashid-al-Din in thirteenth
and fourteenth century CE.
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OBSERVATIONS

1

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

. The artefacts found both in Southeast Asian countries and Tamil

Nadu prove the existence of trade and cultural contacts.
The Tamil traders brought goods like Akil {a kind of perfume),
gold, tin, pepper, etc., from Southeast Asian countries.

. The ports in the eastern coastal area particularly in Tamil Nadu

developed due to the trade activities among these countries.

. Inland towns also had gained importance due to the trade links

between these regions.

. Some of the imports from Southeast Asian countries were

exported to Western countries and some of them were kept for
inland use.

. The Tamil inscriptions found at Thailand, Indonesia, and China

are the important evidences for the existence of Tamil settlements
in these places.

. Merchant guilds like Manigramam, Nanadesis, Ainurruvan,

Anjuvannam, Padinen vishayam and Padinen-bhumi from South
India particularly Tamil Nadu functioned in the Southeast Asian
countries.

. Gold smiths, carpenters, sthapathis, bead makers and other

artisans were brought from Tamil Nadu for art purposes.

. Construction of places of worship such as temples, Buddhist

viharas etc., were made by the Tamil settlers.

Some of the traditions practised in Tamil Nadu and Southeast
Asian countries were exchanged mutually.

The Tamil merchants establilshed their colonies to have trade
links with China through the land bridge of Thailand, Malaysia
and Indonesia.

Similarly, Chinese artefacts like coins, potsherds found in Tamil
Nadu prove the active trade and cultural contacts between the
two countries.

Sulamani vihara, a Buddhist monastery, constructed by Srivijaya
king at Nagappatttinam is ample proof for the cordial relationship
between the countries and the religious tolerance of the Cholas,
though they were the followers of Saivism.
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14. Buddhist monks from Southeast Asian countries had their training
in Buddhist religious studies, and other studies from this
monastery.

CoNnCLUSION

That trade and cultural contacts existed between Southeast Asian
countries and Tamil Nadu continuously from the early period, ie.,
from 2™ century CE to 14™ century CE is proved from the discovery of
number of artefacts from these countries. The contacts extended to
areas as wide as art, temple architecture, languages and script, religion,
literature, folk arts and mythology. The spread of Buddhism from India
formed the basis for a unified religious link among countries of the
region. The Brahmi script which originated in Asokan kingdom of
Magada became the common linguistic denominator among the various
languages of Southeast Asia. The Ramayana and the Mahabharata
are the shared heritage of all peoples of this area. Many place names
such as Ayodhya, Bali, Singapore and Sumatra are derived from Indian
proper nouns. Garuda as we all know is the national carrier of Indonesia;
it is also the legendary bird which is the Vahana {vehicle) of Lord
Vishnu. Many dance forms and folk arts have a common origin due to
the cultural exchange which occurred over the centuries. Though
racially the people of this region have a Mongoloid mix, culturaily

.they are indian by tradition and practice. This is the reason for such
intimacy and bonding among them.

Further research can be carried out with exchange programs such
as doctoral research, cultural exchanges, archaeological studies and
qutreach programs for shared cultures in a significant way. indian
field study by scholars from Southeast Asian countries and Tamil
Nadu senior scholars, junior researchers in South- East Asian countries
through Universities and other research departments like Tamil Nadu
St‘ate erartment of Archaeology, Archaeological Survey of India,
will definitely throw more light on these lines. It will be useful for
future contacts and will foster good-will among these countries.
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