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SEMINAR ON RECENT EXCAVATIONS

The triple function, Seminar on Recent Excavations
conducted at Andipatti and Modur, Exhibition of the Antiqui-
ties and the Book Releasing function was held on 22-06-2005
at Government Museum Theatre, Chennai-8, by the State
Department of Archaeology in a very grand manner. The
minutes of the seminar are summed up below.

The Technical Session of the seminar was inaugurated
with the traditional lamp lighting ceremony by Dr. A. Sundara,
Professor (Retd), Department of Ancient Indian History
and Epigraphy, Karnataka University, Dharwad,
Dr. S. Krishnamurthy, Director, International Institute of
Tamil Studies, Chennai and Thiru T.S.Sridhar, I.A.S., Special
Commissioner of Archaeology. Then the Special Commissioner
of Archaeology introduced the topic through Power Point
Presentation and honored the guests. He also explained the
aim of this seminar and action taken for excavation work.
Dr.A Sundara in his inaugural address explained the importance
of Neolithic and Megalithic sites in Dharmapuri District. He
appreciated the historical importance of  Alagankulam
antiquities and findings of the excavations at Andipatti
and Modur.

The first Technical Session was presided over by Dr.
R. Chambakalakshmi, Professor(Retd), Jawaharlal Nehru
University.  Thiru. Natana Kasinathan, former Director of
Archaeology, spoke about the early historic culture through
excavations. He dated the Terracotta bull from Andipatti
excavation to 2nd century BC. to first century BC. Dr. P.
Shanmugam, Professor (Retd), Ancient History and Archaeo-
logy, University of Madras, delivered a lectur¢ on the study
of Medieval period through antiquities. In his speech
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Dr. P. Shanmugam stressed that the Medieval period. pottqry
should be studied properly with associate dated finds like coins
and epigraphs. Mrs. S. Vasanthi. Archaeologist of our
department presented a paper on the significance of the
excavation at Andipatti.

The second Session of the seminor was chaired
by Dr. T. Sathyamurthy, Superintending Archaeologist,
Archaeological ~ Survey of 1India, Chennai. The Special
Commissioner of Archaeology introduced the scholars,
Di. B. Narasimaiah, Superintending Archaeologist(Retd),
Archaeological Survey of India, pointed out that the horizontal
excavations of the area and the study of the stratified layers
will yield more evidences for the Neolithic culture of
Modur. Dr.A.Sundara explained in detail about the Iron age
Megalithic sites of South India. Thiru.S.Selvaraj, Archaeological
Officer, Dharmapuri spoke on the significance of the
excavation at Modur with the help of Power Point Presentation.

Valedictory address was delivered by Dr.A.Ekambara
nathan, Prefessor and Head, Department of Ancient History
and Archaeology, University of Madras. ~He complimented
the Special Commissioner for having brought together all
1mportant scholars from related departments to study the
antiquities of the excavations conducted at Andipatti and
Modur. Dr. N. Marxia Gandhi,  Assistant Superintending
Epigraphist of our department delivered vote of thanks.

A large number of students from various city colleges

participated in this seminar. Exhibited antiquities
explained to the visitors.
for everybody.

were
It was a good learning experience
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