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Status report on the Archaeological
gmgga’ excavations at Andipatti and Modur
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The archaeologists carryout excavation to reveal the
cultural habitaticn of a site.  The antiques collected from
the excavated trenches gives the authentic e¢v:dences for the
history and culture of the sites. In the year 2004-05 excava-
tions were carried out at two sites namely Andipatti in
Tiruvannamalal District and Modur in Dharmapuri Distriet.

Historical importance of the sites:

The village Anadipatti an important historical site
datable to 3rd century BCE onwards, is situated at 5 k.
from Chengam in Chengam Taluk of Tiruvannamalai district.
It lies in the Latitude of 12° [3’N and Longitude of 78%44°E

Chengam was an ancient capital city of chieftain
called Nannap during Sangam Age. In the year 1968, 143
lead coins belonging to the 2nd century CE were found at
Andipatti. The coins bear inscriptions in archaic Tamil
script and mention the name of the King as Cendan
Athinan Ethiran. Presently these coins are in possession of
Government Muoseum, Chennai. This department already
noticed a good number of hero stones in and around
Chengam, and published thera entitled “Chengam Nadukarkal-
1975.

The village Modar (Latitude: 12° 13° Noand Longitud‘e:
780 10° B) is situated at 15 km from Dharmapuri town 1in
Palacode Taluk of Dharmapuri District.

The antiquity of Modur village goes back to the
Neolithic age as number of Neolithic celts gnd 'assocwfted
potteriss and Megalithic appeadages ate found in this locality.
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Besides this, thc occurrences of historical hero stones of
Hoysala period infer the continuous human inhabitation c?f
this place. On account of this, it is ascertained that this
village might have been inhabited since Neolithic through
14th century CE.

On the natural rock in front of the Perumal temple
of Modur, a Hoysala period inscription is mnoticed. In
addition to this, hero stone with vatteluttu inscription, reading
Kovisaya was also found near this temple. Palacographi-
cally, it is datable to 6th century CE. Since the letter
sa is written in Brahmi character this inscription might be
the transitional period from Brahmi to vatteluttu. The half-
relief sculpture depicted on the hero stone has a male and
female figure. The other vatteluttu was noticed on the
mandu near the mandapa (western side of the hillock).

Hence, it is proposed to excavate the respective sites
in the year 2004-2005.

After getting the financial allotment of Rs.5 iakhs for
the excavations of both sites from Government of Tamil-
nadu, permission from the Central Archaeological Survey of
India was obtained. The field officers were appointed and
directed to obtain the prevailing local wages for the labourers.

Before the commencement of the exact excavation
work, preliminary actions were taken by conservation wing
in selecting mounds through contour survey. Familiarizing the
district administration about the excavation work and other
related guidelines were taken up in a systematic manner.

A Lavnch meeting with the District Collectors, Revenue
Officials, Village dignitaries and Village people was arranged.
Thiru T.S. Sridhar, LLA.S., Spccial Cemmissiorer of Arch;eo-
logy briefed the District officers about the importance of
excavation through Power Point presentation. The sites were also

explored and antiquities collected by the Special Commissioner
of Archaeoclogy.
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For the first time a scientific method of <Global
Positioning System” and ¢Total Station” were adopted to
locate the habitation mounds for excavation at respective
sites. The department of Remote Sensing, Anna University
rendered their co-operation in this endeavour.

A PERT chart was prepared for the excavation work
and instruction was given to the Department Officials to
carry out work according to time schedule. The purpose
of this chart was to identify the activities involved in
excavation, determine the time frame in which activities will be
executed and fix inter-se connection and responsibility among
activities and officers. Accordingly, Archaeological excavation
was conducted at Andipatti and Modur village; the work
was commenced in December 2004 and completed in April
2005 in a systematic manner. An exhibition of the excavated
artefacts was held at DPI on 25-4-05 in which the Special
Commissioner Thiru T. S, Sridhar and District Collector Thiru
Sudip Jain participated.

Interestingly, both the sites yielded invaluable
antiquities. Brahmi script potsherds, iron cbjects, black
and red ware potsherds, red slipped ware potsherds,
terracoita beads, carnelian beads were collected from Andipatti
excavation. At Modur for the first time in Tamilnadu, a
Neolithic habitation site was excavated. Large collections of
Neolithic celts, unfinished celt, spheroid rubber, oval rubbers
discoid, hand hammers, cylinderical pestles, grooved hammers
were unearthed. These invaluable antiquities help to fix
the cultural chronology of the sites.
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