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POONDI AND GUDIYAM CAVE
%ﬂfg Pre Historic Sites of Tamilnadu
. 3‘“‘"’“—

P T. S. Sridhar, 1.As.
Special Commissioner of Archaeology.

The history of Chennai as most of us know started from
the time when the British established their trading company
here, but astonishingly Chenni (Madras) has been a place of
habitation for Prehistoric hominids who had lived here
millions of years ago. The chain of discoveries had started
off when Sir Robert Bruce Foote accidentally discovered
stone tool at Pallavaram in the year 1863 A.D, followed by
the discovery of many number of artefacts in and around
Poondi near Chennai. This tremendous discovery in the field
of Pre historic archaeology pushed back the antiquity of man
in Tamil Nadu to more than half a million years ago and
placed this region on the world map of prehistoric culture.

Interestingly the Poondi reservoir, from where our city
derives its water, turns out to be significantly important for
archaeologists and geologists around the world. The Gudiyum
cave the first of its kind in India, discovered by geologist Sit
Robert Bruce Foote exists near Poondi in Tiruvallgr taluk of
Tiruvallur district. and reaching there takes some adventurous
paths into the silent forests, which can actually turn out to
be a nice expedition for trekkers and even nature lovers.

Millions of years ago, man did not live as we live
today. He lived in jungles like most of the animals. The
animals were stronger than man and so he was afraid of
them. He climbed up the trees or hid himself in caves at
night. He ate fruits, nuts, berries and sweet roots or plants
that were available to him, Whenever he could kill an
animal with his bare hands, he ate the flesh raw. He did
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not know how to grow crops. As he could not find his
food at one place, he had to move frrm one place fo
another in search of fruit and nuts and to kill animals for
food.

It was very difficult to dig out roots or to kill
animals with bare hands. So he needed to tools. He found
that stones and rocks could be shaped to do his job easily.
He picked up heavy stones and rocks, sharpened them and
tied them to sticks with hair or nervous and used them as
spears. These were his first tools. Thus he could dig out
roots with sharp edged stones or kill an animal without
going very near to it. The first tool that man made were
not very good but served his purpose. Some of those tcols
have been discovered from ancient caves and are kept in
museums.

In India, except Sind and Kerala, the remains of early
Palaeolithic Age (Pre historic period) or Stone Age tools have
been found throughout the country. Most of the stone
implements have so far been collected from the surface
of the earth but some from the teiraces of the rivers.
Taking into consideration of distinct Geographical features
and different manufacturing traditions, scholars have divided
the stone tools of this Palaeolithic (Palae-old, lith-stones, cld
stone age; into two groups. 1. Soan (Punjab) Industiies,
2. Madras Industries. Hand axe and cleavers are the main
components of the Madras tools. These early stone implements
have been discovered at Korttalaiyar Valley in and around
Thiruvallur. The most important characterization in the
industry of this region is the presence of the cores. That
is the stone used for making implements.

Gudiyam :

Gudiyam is about 10 km from the Poondi reservoir
and the actual cave can be reached from foothills by walking
at a distance of 3 km. The huge Gudiyam cave is presently
known by the local people as Manachaman Cave and the
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people of the nearby villages visit on Chitrapurnima day to
wotship the Goddess even today. The cave is about 110
feet height and 200 feet breath; about 200 people can stay here
at a time similar rock shelters, sixteen in number were
noticed at Gudiyam. Out of them only 6 were inhabited
by early man. This rock shelter of the Stone Age man was
excavated in the year 1963 by the Archaeological survey of
India. Three trenches were laid cone inside the rock shelter
and other two away from the shelter. The occupational
deposit of this place appears to be incidental and not
regular permanent residence of the early man.

The Department of Archaeology, Government of Tamil
nadu has its museum exclusively for the exhibits of the pre
historic artefacts found in around Poondi and in other parts
of Tamil Nadu. This Museum was established in the year
1985, but it was shifted to the present premises in the year
1993. The museum is open on all working days except on
Friday and it is open to public from 10 am to 5.30 pm. The
entrance fee for adult is Rs. 5/- and for the children are Rs. 3/-
The entrance fee for foreigners adult is Rs. 50/- and for the
children are Rs. 25/-.

L

1560 19 6B & 1o

a6 G @sp 62 (girsd 2004) “HmELengri Cooans Garur
Qwe” sl@orlo  ussb 3, usd 2, wfl 3-Ga < AQus Gegug
sariu@d  WssrroslisCesudy s Qoawsg’”  aarp  @alues,
“OenmdBzaur aariule  elewurgerg Cegudly_ar Gmawig’’  ears

SEsA L Es CauawBin.

&. BurwéspBysr,

&S00 sui I _FKieITeTit



§ » S pmaeT Carulgb@ Geveondui ClerenL
é % | . BiTeBarund

Se0Glu L LT dlenmrert

snEy@yrh Wi b, Gl LB, Oeashenar-Liney
s paoys enmawule GoL ssl ey Qe psaIL@n 20y HH e

Bules T LD aermy G Spmri 2 eerg. pulermi&LiLih
Cumbsl Boss3P805s  Fwii 1/2 ®.18. Lgrameals e_eiar
G gnLideb NG grewfla  sdbar @ 2_ener gi. @38 sn iy

Ao, Cumpbs Bossd JBHD 2 drer Tevemauibosr Banul gisGF
Q& b SLOAG Fi 5TeW [ 29T DS ST SO L erir.  (QB@eer &6 gy e
s 9 oy 2 wgyearg. QuwpugBuUs siff @ULSDS & DU
wmeney o_arorg. Bg Pamy ez TopsBa gemns FPGH
@@ssonh. eTLGSUIS wprpsalsr ST s&Puyib, eun &ew LOTGH
wudgyip GarGuawisls Qunféaiu Gereret . 3 seb Z1p 33 eufisEpseLd
EROPLLE T salleu_BHeiren & SWIT 3 g ceswmenest & D&
saGaliger B0 us® ugQuEssiul L g. aaigd  1OF Geurf gair
@b seowwTsd Iy LILGSulsier b B auflsen Ly QuBss Quaaidae.
grenfer ey midb 28 auflsafiad s@Qa @ Qunisstul® iDL
Qupmeter g, psrEg  OEBlssluL_ Mo Qu® wevern&E 2 &ner
shgram  Bg  sHdulBU QuTAssi @6Ter 1 DS HiHIET
ol P Lghs Queaidme.

srorem @l wHph Frhslsa wargrui Quwd 2_ahen v
@Es0PaC @ 8.9, 1644-60 Sgupsri gLl Qurdsslull gnes
s@maoTb. SQUBSTT  pliuns amwiidd Py ueHeer Guoy e
@il BrTUSST&EETTH prudsdsertd eren p Guwde BicuB&sLd
UL L. BIUGSSSTSHHG (@evemiuns  HOID 6T D Quwifl grb
ApPy usPssr piabléslul ar. Qésabou yan snewh Sgu
pegl Quures wguelphs  WpLYe DD Beawuiss @uxss STWLIGLD.
aar@ey  Sgugasgl GuogSer ST @eveTidws & 6 %11 681 & afl 681
GUP QBESH. AWTsEEEGS B @ovenibwiser swg@gaw Biuns)
sarra QbSO .

saGauc @arar  pulerniElud prearg greyssiseler b ooy
Rrnwwns @@saaong. @erssr GgupbareLn U Pl sreE &Hs
b Aiun®urs QGss GuUsaTngneyssi B 58 (yewenlwwns)



6 poas Carllgse Geovorblur Gera

sularnigUusSd 2 een G gerenss, A, U LOJ &G ﬁm‘mgg
Caniilsmar  (saGla Paror LGE) 6 .8, O greewalsuerer @:&ﬂugrr‘
sigeml GenwWgyéséd erounneTwwiss shETerarr.  ELQeirSenws
Qssla® & IIPR p .

Abs  preng greyssisaler Quuissr. 1. Qmeewn greyd st
2. paever grneysat, 3. ywel gaeyssd, 4. ST goeySHA 6T LIGTAITGLID,
@evundBus glieun o aEsGL Lesaesiiwn s @evenilut [Hrebeult &miser
e Aww&@yawg @ (uwrw) o dar BHwgBewer @5s6 SLeyenTar
Gpasar Gonul ses Qenen.  Qasr@sPrlngy @ GO Ss555
Blspoun@tir.  gue ylGaunit gaisefler &p o _eror wéseflear o_cwriosemer
wBis swwu’ Quimpows Ostovynlug poar i o®sm6
&L 1@,

QaeCunew  @Qsg-@Qmenfluy  sowd Guasspewud G O&GL
s Baeh @Qerend Bev 2_sirarer. @uawprsyrt wiale b 2 ST
Carswvhimsudsr seri PiounPwner @vonlud  guait.,  oferdEssT
Beonss Daound g devsy  geigyr e Canlensss Geig
Qa1® s gieh erevioyib, @LUBHNGRTD =R 6D BwprCacvoirin seof Huley
Qoss, Qs woHHD Deverdu euewllarss gy ybwesr G&muley
afluny psass  se_sellst  amicepws Der@sauenarswssd Do
DO BF Fre mseTAIS G DOTLD.

&V T MAFHD

1. srorewr sum 13. esumiserdu erm

2, egib URG 14, wési £iswwud
3. &l wrg 25 15. & Grop Qs
4. o o wH w 16. vr aphsaress
5. &r wewmiL 17. sWssirreyssit]
6. Gewaur £y 18. yewenflwwrs &
7. ®& grur @ 19. pasenroyreysnh B
8. seou wsTrTw 20. evevair rreyss

9. 1 oeuriser g 21, 7 oeved rreys
10, ¢fwi usir 22, sit arer rreys
1. swiswsuisy 23, g Waiser pr
12, sarlées 6 24, Gumw ...



50006 @5 - 64

25.
26

27,
28,
29.
30.
31.
32

33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39,
40.
41.
42,
43.

o 601
SO 6T
BIG6T o

ré S prwd pud
arri GUuG b
veoddl DG
wrevfl i

558G ....

G5 Gariy @
ST T WF (LPLD
WTWILw Uer
WFb D oh 2
sirer L1sw 6 ey,
ag i Hleoep

b Gsri g
HGsv wdms
£ &y uyb 6

FUIYT & HSEUT

44,
495,
46,
47,
48.
49,
30,

52,
o3.
o4,
55.
06.
oT.
58,
99.
60.
61.

wWwr bh@ smer
WTCGTNTs &b
SrrHss e

MI &G s
soemuf Grm

b @ps s
SIEG YF5T Gor
(houl |G LT
v laTaun & 6T St
S&LUST & (H
silemeTuyb O
Eiens &eny ull
@ @smrymibu
Feney Cl&T

sy Gsrays
S8 Gurs

S UTHTTE

S o



Anthropology-Archaeciogy and the

'gmg“?o Method of Science
gg/mwg Prof;‘sbr. V. Sﬁdarsen &

S. Sumathi
Department of Anthropology
University of Madras, Chennai.

Anthropology as an aeademic discipline is of relatively
recent origin. Its association with colonialism is a definite
part of histotry of anthropology. It is often said that
two most associated people with colonialism are Christian
missionaries and anthropologists. Anthropology has come a
long way and traversed diverse paths and it occupies, today,
a special space within the broad field of social sciences.

Time Space - humanity

The most common definition of anthropology is the
Study of Man (should read Auman being which is woman + man).
But what is a study of human being? This is basically the
studies of human being from its origins to the present on
one hand - which is the temporal dimension and the study of
human being in terms - which is the contemporary or spatial
dimension. Thus, the study includes the time-space under-
standing of humanity. Another dimension needs to be added to
the time-space i.e., the biological or physical and the social
and cultural aspects. Thus there is a sub discipline of
biological anthropology which includes the historical or evolu-
tionary aspects and a contemporary study of genetics and
physical variation. While the social cultural sub-discipline
covers a historical dimension referred to as archaeclogical
anthropology and the study of contemporary societies called
the ethnography.

In this short note an attempt is made to understand
the method of science followed in social - cultural anthro-
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pology but with one differences while dealing with the time
dimension and the space dimension.

Method of Science

J. V. Narlikar the great astro-physicist of India,
explained the method of science in simple terms while dis-
cussing a notorious incident at that time - the Ganesha idols
“drinking” milk.

Narlikar in a very simple, yet very effectively, explains
the method of science. He says that it includes basically four
steps which could be represented as a flow-chart:

!. Identifying the problem/phenomenon/Research Questions L

l
v

| Setting up the experiment/Field l

|
v

’ Observation/Data generation \

¢
A

l Interpretation/derivation of generalization ’

I
v

Keep the four major steps of scientific methodology as the
background, the methodology followed in archaeology
anthropology and ethnography need to be understocd and
assessed.

Ethﬂogr aphy and Archaeology

In case of ethnography, the four steps are basically
the same. The social-cultural phenomenon are the question
that needs to be answered is clearly the first step. Either
one start with assumption like “women of small/marginal
farming households in Tamilnadu contribute more to the
household economy than the women of larger/medium farming
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houreholds” or “close-kin marriage are more among the
tribal communities (or a particular tribe) than the caste
communities.”” It is also possible to study a social or
cultural phenomena or a simple ethnographic study of a
community. Selecting- the appropriate field study is the
second siep. Determining the specific data and the techni-
ques to be used for date collection, and collection of
data form the third step. An analysis and interpretation forms
the fourth step. There is a loop in the flow-chart. Based on
the analysis and interpretation, if there is need be, the initial
research question can be changed or modified.

Archaeological anthropology has the same goals has
do the contemporary social-cultural anthropology with one
difference-the former studies extinct societies while Ilatter
studies the contemporary societies. But in terms of the four
major steps of scientific method and the order in which
the steps take place after. Often the first step is the chancc
discovery of the evidence which leads to the formulation of
the research question. In fact new research questions (or
often the mocification of earlier question) do not arise often
as a consequence of the last step (shown as a loop of the
flow-chat) but often the product of the second and the third
steps  of the scientific method. For instance, many of
Gordan Childe’s formulations are drawn this way. In fact
Gordon Childe provided, on the basis of the field evidence,
newer insights as well as newer questions. Leakey’s work
in olduvai gorge is a monumental evidence testifying, at the
same time raising several questions, to the broad sub-phases
of evolution within the lower palaeolithic stage. In essence
it answered several questions at the same time raising quite
a few newer research questions. This is the nature of
evidence (or data available) which leads to both a greater
understanding as well as speculation. This process is inbuilg

in to the mecthodology of archaeology but at the same time
1t is scientific.

RILE .
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Visit of Special Commissioner of Archaeology to
Goversment Oriental MManmscripts Library and
Research Centre on 22-6-2004.

It was a pleasure and educative to visit this splendid
Library with its treasure of largest collections in the world of
rare, original palm leaf manuscripts numbering more than
73,000. The Library has so far brought out 457 publications
in Tamil, Sanskrit, Telugu, Malayalam, Kannada, Urdu,
Arabic, Persian and Marathi languages. 1t is a marvellous
Research Centre for scholars from different countries - both
Oriental and occidental. Countless scholars have cobtained Ph.D.
and other Research degrees in this hallowed institution set up
in year 1869 by Mr. Colin Mackenzie. The library is well
maintained; however steps may be taken to improve the Afc
facility. My compliments to The Curator, Dr. Soundarapandian
six Pandits, and the other staff for their dedicated and
courteous service to the public,

My good wishes.

Sd/-
T. S. Sridhar, 1.a.s.

Special Commissioner of Archaeology
Government of Tamil Nadu

Dated 22.6-2004 Chennai-113,
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Ocit‘f’f) ARCHAECLOGY AND TOURISM*

T. S. Sridhar, tas.

Special Commissioner
Department of Archaeology

s

Tourism in today’s world has been developed into a
very important commercial activity in every country. It is
the world’s largest employing industry today. Indian tourism
and travel industry has grown out to be a source of much
interest among domestic as well as international tourist. The
tourists have comprehensive reasons to visit places, for pleasure,
recreation & adventure, cultural, religious, sports, social,
business and educational interest. '

The visit to culturally important places includes places of
art, hereditary treasures, religious shrines, festivals and music,
dance of various civilization. India being a highly populated
country of diversified cultures, promotes cultural tourism as
one of its main trade in the tourist industry. Archaeology
being the study of ancient monuments, artefacts of the unknown
past plays a vital role in defining an importance of a region.
Apart from monuments the other archaeological finds like
inscriptions, coins, sculptures, paintings serve as the important

tool to assess the significance of a site concerning a mnations
archaeological heritage.

Cultural tourism in the statc of Tamilnadu has profoundly
developed due to the fact there are many temples of high
cultural significance. The temples of Tamilnadu are artistic,
sacred and historically eventful. :

Hence, the temple art and architecture constitute the
splendid attraction to the tourist all over the world. There are
various kind of monuments of tourist interest, in Tamilnadu.
The monuments and Museums are the two major sources of
attractions to the tourists in the case of cultural tourism. The
rich heritage of Tamilnadu may be categorised as 1. Temple
towns, like Kancheepuram, Srirangam, Kumbakonam, Madurai,
etc.,, 2. Temple towns along the Tamilnadu coast, like Rames-
waram, Tiruchendur, Kanniyakumari, Velankanni etc.,
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Monuments and rich heritage areas - Mamallapuram, Poom-
puhar., 3. Temple towns on hill - Palani, Tiruttani. 4. Forts:
Gingee, Tranquebar, Udaiyagiri, Kattabomman fort at Kamudi,
Vellore 5. Water falls - courtallam, Hogennakkal, Rich cultural
centres Chetinad, Karakudi, Madurai etc. 6. Hill Stations:
Ooty and Kodaikanal.

Apart from monuments, museums play a vital role in the
promotion of tourism. A visit to the museum gives the visitors
a basic knowledge about the people, their culture, art and
technology etc. of that region.

With a view to preserve the regional history of Tamil-
nadu, the Department of Archaeology is protecting 87
monuments spread all over Tamilnadu. These monuments either
contain historical inscriptions or have high architectural &
artistic value, and they throw light on the ways of our ancestors
and their heritage. They provide a wealth of information for
the reconstruction of the State’s history.

The archaeologically important monuments of tourist
interest of this department includes, Thirumalai Wayak
Palace at Madurai, Danish fort at Tarangambadi, Udaiyagiri
fort at Kanyakumari, Marrata palace at Tanjore, Ramalinga
vilasam palace with its magnificent paintings, at Ramanatha-
puram, Minaret at Manora, Jain temples at Tiruparuthi-
kundram, Kanchipuram and temples of both Saiva and
Vaisnava sects and the archaeological vestiges of chola ruler
Rajendral at Gangaikondacholapurom, Swasthik Shaped

Well-Tiruvellarai, Kattabomman fort at Kamudi are some of
them..

There are thirteen site museum of the regional interest.
The Pre-historic museum exclusively for the exhibits of the
artefacts found in and around Poondi and in other parts
of Tamilnadu, which also serves as the centre for the
archaeological tourism. Other museums includes Dharmapuri
museums with its exhibits of hero stones, Rajaraja Museum
at Tanjore, with the display of antiquites of the Imperial
cholas, Maratta museum at Tanjore, Ramalingavilasa museum
of Sethupathi chieftains of 17th century CE.
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There are laws enacted for the preservation and
conservation of the monuments. The UNESCO has declared
April 18th every year as “World heritage Day”, India also
observes this day every year, as day to create awareness
among the public. The Government of India ciery year
observing Heritage week from November 19-25th, which also
coincides with the birth anniversary of the late Prime
Minister Tmt. Indira Gandhi, as a commemoration of her
love and concern for the historical and cultural monuments
of India. These celebrations also promote tourism and bring
lot of visitors both from India and abroad.

To promote archaeoclogical tourism, it is necessary to
carry out world wide publicity to attract the tourist, by
providing aundiocasseites, CD’s and exploiting completely the
electronic media such as TV, Radio and intcinet etc,, The
posters stating the significance of the monuments and
museums and the special activities carried out in that area,
can be created and pasted in the public places to attract
the people.

Archaeology

Archaeology studies the story of man’s past through
his material remains. The word archaeology comes from
the Greek word Archaios - Ancient and logos - theory or
science,

Archaeology is esseuntially a method of reconstructing
the past from the surviving traces of former societies. Both
archaeology and history are concerned with the study of
human past. Archaeology presents another method of
approach to history, a study of human cultures through the
material remains.

Kind of aectivities

« 4rehaeology” includes the different kinds of activities

like 1. Epigraphical study 2. Archaeclogical exploration
and excavation 3. Conservation of historical smonuments

and 4. Site museums.
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Especialy ‘historical mouuments’ have played an important
role in the field of tourism development. Tourists from
abroad are visiting our country to see and appreciate the
architectural beauty of the monuments.

Historical monuments are being preserved by both
Central and State Archaeology departments. The Archaeological
Survey of India is protecting 3632 monuments all over India
and state departments protecting approximately 3500.

Generally the monuments include :

1. Rock cut caves

2. Pre-historic paintings

3. Temples of different historical periods
4, Mosques

5. Churches

6. Palaces

7. Forts

8. Water tanks

Especially in Tamil Nadu, the State Archaeology
department is protecting 87 historical monuments and more
than 300 monuments being protected by Archaeological
Survey of India. '

Epigraphy :

Epigraphy is the pride of archaeology and consists
the study of old inscriptions or engravings, The study of
copper plate grants, manuscripts including paper and palm
leaf manuscripts. Epigraphical details are more important
and will throw more light on the history of the monuments.
Some monuments are having famous inscriptions like rtock
edicts of the emperor Ashoka. '

In Tamil Nadu Brahmi inscriptions found in and
around Madurai and Karur, inscription at Uttiramerur and
musical inscription at Kudumianmalai are some of the famous
sites for epigraphy. Tourists are visiting these places for
its historical epigraphical importance.
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Monuments Act :

Bqth State and Central Governments have enacted
Monuments Act’ to protect monuments against any vandalism.

Government of India had enacted ““Ancient Monunients
.a;.zd A‘rchaealogical Sites and Remains Act - 1958 to protect
historical monuments. The Act provides the following powers
to the Central Government.

a. to declare ancient monuments and sites to be of
national importance

b. for the acquisition of rights in a protected monument
for the preservation, acquisition and maintenance of
protected monuments

d. to acquire a protected area
to regulate archaeological excavation

f. to control moving antiquities

The Government of Tamil Nadu had enacted a similar
Act during 1966 called as “Tamil Nadu Ancient and Historical
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act 1966

The Act provides the following poweis to the State
Government.

‘a. to declare ancient monuments and sites to of State
importanee

b. for the acquisition of rights in a protected monu-
ment

c. for the preservation, acquisition and maintenance
of protected monuments

d. to acquire a protected area

e. to regulate archaeological excavation

f. to control moving antiquities

g, for restrictions on enjoyment of property rights in

protccted areas
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World Heritage Sites :

Some of the monuments in India are declared as World
Heritage monuments by 1ICOMOS (International Council of
Monuments and Sites), a wing of UNESCO.

The following monuments are declared as “World
Heritage Monuments” in India.

Ajantha caves

Flicra caves

Agra fort

Taj Mahal - Agra

The Sun Temple, Konark
Mababalipuram l
Goa-Churches and Convents
Khajuraho

Hampi

Fatehpur Sikri

Pattadakal temple

12. Elephanta cave

13. Thanjavur Big temple

14, Gangaikondacheolapuram temple
15. Dharasuram temple
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Some of the sites are also preserved as natural park
and rock shelters of Bhimbetka as cultural landscape site.

“World Heritage Day> is also celebrated in the month
of April 18th to propagate the importance of the monument
and attract more tourists. The Government of India every
year observing “‘Heritage week’’ from November 19-25th, which
also coincides with the birth anniversary of the late Prime
Minister Tmt. Indira Gandhi, as a commemoration of her love
and concern for historical and cultural monumente of India.

Excavation ,

Archeaological excavated sites like Saranath, Nagarjuna
konda and others are attracting tourists for its historical
importance. Chola palace site at Gangaikondacholapuram is
also one of the important excavated palace site being
protected by the State Department of Archaeology.
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Palaces and Forts

Many palaces and forts are also attracting tourists for
its historical importance. Jaipur palace, Padmanabhapuram
palace, Sethupathy palace at Ramanathapuram, Maratta palace
at Thanjavur, Tirumalai Naick palace, Madurai are some of the
few palaces attracting many tourists.

Site Museums

The different kind of valuable artefacts are also kept in
the museums for the public view. Museums are also important
place to propogate our cultural heritage and attract many
tourists. National Museum, New Delhi, Government Museum,
Chennai, Salarjung Museum, Hyderabad are some of the
important museums in India.

Thus Archaeology and Archaeology monuments have
played vital role in promoting tourism in India.

% (Talk delivered at the Institute of Hotel Management, Catering
Technology and Applied Nutrition, on 10.9.04)
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6-9-04 Special Commissioner delivered the inagural
address at the workshop for training the trainers on
«“Preventive conservation of manuscripts” organised byGovt.
Museum, Chennai and National mission for manuscripts,
New Delhi.

8-9-04, 9-9-04 grwyfl vralt 8o Ieprie) Goplardrer 2 srer
Gurgrfled Hpiy oymamurred sor e CopGardrariui g  gyleder
Burg ydu spsre smel sar@lgssiulcg, GCogb GhE sravuuGid
sa@ul.Ges e Qeiwuuar. Gsrulgrr, meembully, Guwmourme,
Gebogri opdu erisale oo CopQsrdrsriulLer. wOREWSITSS60
o grer QupRisHaTes HaTardsmer UTgeTésa)d, STyl JyeDmUILSESMS
CGuibur@® Qedmweyd wrawL HLdS sooamar  Ggrery Oaraw®
Seuer Qe Aply yoerwrred I hleymssiurLg.
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10-9-04 Special Commissioner delivered a talk on
«Archaeology and Tourism” at the Institute of Hotel Manage-
meat Catering Technology and Applied Nutrition, Chennai-113.

11-9.04 A Danish delegation comprising Dr. Carsten
V. Larsen Director General, National Museum of Denmark;
Esther Fihl, Associate Professor of Anthropology, University
of Copenhagen and Dr. Martin Applet, co-ordinator on the
National Museums Tranquebar and Ghana Initiatives met the
Special Commissioner of Archaeology on 11-9-04. The basic
purpose of their visit was to develop public awarness and
knowledge of the Danish cultural heritage in Tarangampadi.

14-9-04, 15-9-04 -2004-200596 oan@ oSsporiass  Gud
Qanstaigy @hss Javdould Qupayb, widu CsraturEs U
sop  vroReUrsde Qhaorie) Gupbstearard  Gurgy  @dgimp
unBsppe GhlSEb: w@Gho 2 erer s ol @lupsmar Gupm ugllAtug
Ehsab; ude Saaaisds uged QsTiisd vHmb F5 EaEEER GHlSad
yEOLwe) wHgu  QareoQurmsr opiied SMPS SMEEUT  IEUF SEHL. 6T
H60nsTEOT FGaslinil L 6.

22-9-04 Qoo paflsd WwaHHurelGulm., sreilsrbursr Gamrule,
sienSasougt Camlle Caamlsrure ssumifll Camleadar gudey Oeslwd
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WOOD FOSSIL - TIRUVAKKARAI

Tiruvakkarai, located at 155 km form Chennai on the
National Highway-45, is one of the important geological areas
where one can find number of out crops (protrusion) of
fossilized trees of varies sizes. These are found embedded in
Cuddalore Sandstone of Mio-pliocene age (20 million years). The
Cuddalore Sandstone formation extent along the Coromandal
Coast from Tuticorin in Tamilnadu to Vishakapatnam in Andhra-
pradesh. Owing to its association with this formation fossilized
tree found at Tiruvakkarai are dated to be 20 million years.
These fossils belong to several rare species of conifers
and palms. Since a piece of fossil wood donated by P. N.
Easshwaar Money of Chennai to this Department is from
Tiruvakkarai, date of the fossil is assigned to same period.

Fossilization of buried trees was due to the process of
petrification in which woody matter was replaced by silica and
the water in it expelled as a result of the compaction of the
superposed sediments. The silica required for the petrification
of the trees is considered to have been derived from ground
water in solution.

In Tamilnadu fossilized tree trunks are recorded at
Tiruvakkarai (Villupuram District) and Sattanur (Trichy
District). The Geological survey of India has set up National
Fossil Park in these two areas to preserve them for posterity and
highlight their importance to the public.

S. Sreekumar, Technical Assistant.



23804 e lune) - 6)snevedusy G YOy AW SGEI5UBS, B.-4.U.
SIUASET SDUDOLY S6.LIMsD 0antswaT, @.9.U. (PWe)) Saisen
2_eBJWN)NY ST IEE.

Special Commissioner Thiru
T.S. Sridhar, IAS delivered a talk on
‘Archaeology and Tourism’ at the
Institute of Hotel Management,
Catering Technology and applied
Nutrition, Chennai-113 on 10-9-2004.
Tmt. D. Grace Gideon, Principal is
seated at left.
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Danish delegations’ visit
A to Commissionerate on 11-9-2004

Megalithic dolmens, Mallasamudram
Krishnagiri District -
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A.ufs5vdr, ufle| gaarTe Qe dQuppg.
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