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RECENT EPIGRAPHICAL DISCOVERIES
IN PANDYA REGION

:
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C. Santhalingam
Archaeological Officer, Madurai

Pandya region has been explored already by the pioneer
scholars of archaeology and many a number of materials have
been published so far. But still some unexplored areas are
left and they are yielding much interesting evidences when-
ever archaeologists pay a visit to such areas. Recently some
villages near Kamuthi area in Ramanathapuram district were
explored and some interesting early Pandya inscriptions and
loose sculptures have been discovered by the archacologists ot
State department of Archaeology.! The significancc of these
discoveries are discussed below:

Inscriptions at Ayyanar Temple near Kamuthi

The temple of «Valivitta Ayyanar” is situated on the
main road from Kamuthi to Aruppukkottai at three Kilometre
distance, Originally there was a Siva temple and in later days
it was ruined and then the Ayyanar temple gains importance
in the same place. This place was already visited by
Epigraphists and one Vatteluthu inscription was noticed and
reported in ARE 1974-75/96 This inscription gives only the
prasasthi portion of a merchant guild datable to 10th Century
A.D.but the main subject matter and the name of this place or
temple are lost. In this same temple pricincts an inscribed
slab stone is found in our recent visit which reveals interesting
informations inconnection with this area. A stone Nandhi
sculpture, the only sculptural remains of a Siva temple which
existed in the early Pandya period is also found here.
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The slab contains inscription on both sides is broken
on the right top and hence atleast four scripts in eleven
lines are lost. Because of this the name of the king and
his regnal year are not able to trace. The inscription on
the obverse side starts with “Koccadaya .. ... Which cnnfirms
this as a Pandyan record. From the existing portions of
this inscription it is learnt that the name of this  place
was Thiruporpunam and the Siva temple existed here was
named as Arikesari Isvarm, A devadasi women Solai
daughter of Nangai had donated 15 Kasu for a perpetual
lamp, The temple preists called Aganalikaiyar accepted
this endowment. The interest for this donated 15 Kasu
was fixed as one Nali measure of ghee per Kasu per
month and by this 15 Nali of ghee was collected per
month. Only by this ghee the lamp was maintained lost
long. This Inscription consists totally 25 lines, the first
20 lines are engraved on the obverse side of the stone,
the rest five lines are engraved on the reverse side.

Below this another inscription is engraved which gives
the name of the King Madurai konda Parakesari (ie)
Parantaka Chola -1 (907 - 953 AD.) Since the stone is
broken as already told the regnal year of this Chola king
also is not able to trace But by the available scripts the
date may be surmised around 930 A.D. In this inscription
it is mentioned that for the merit of Dhandi Srithongan,
an individual Devan Senthan Iraiyan donated 30 gold coin
from the month of Panguni (March-April) The purpose of
the donation is not known because the inscription is left
incomplete. The village name (Thiruporpunam) and the
presiding diety (Arikesari Isvarathu Mahadever) are one and
the same as mentioned in the previous inscription. The
name of a nadu division is mentioned in this inscription
but it is also damaged, still some how it can be identified
as poliyur nadu which represent Kamuthi and Parthibanur
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area.? This village Thiruporpunam was formed part of
poliyur nadu, Now this village was completing ruined.

These two inscriptions could be treated as very important
because of its location and the information they reveal.
Arikesari Isvaram is named after the early Pandya king
Maravarman  Arikesari  (650-700 A.D.) who was  the
contemporary ‘of Saint Thirugnanasampandha, He is well
known from Velvikudi grants and Vaigai bed inscription.
Though the date of the inscription may be assigned to 10th c. A.D.
on its paleographical grounds, we can surmise that the Siva
temaple might have existed from 7th ¢ A.D. and flourished
atleast upto 13th c,A.D. One more [3th ¢,A.D. fragmentary
inscription is also found in this place, '

' The village Thiruporpunam is located in the ancient
trade route between Srilanka to ruiner heartland of Pandya
region  particularly modern Aruppukkottai region.
Aruppukkottai was also a trade centre during 13th c. A.D
where Valanjiyar from Southern Cyloner (G geiralawbion s
awanr@erPuir) were settled and engaged in their trade activities?
The' ancient name of Aruppukkottai is mentioned in the
inscriptiéns as Sengattivukkai Idathuvali.

More than one land route existed to reacn east coass
from Aruppukkottai, one among them was through Kamuthi,
In between Aruppukkottai to Kamuthi so many historlcal
evidences are noticed which give clues to the existance of
ancient trade route in this region. At many places the
ancient roads are named as Mantapasalai (Mantapam (e
town near Ramanathapuram) and Mangamma Salai (named
after Madurai Nayak queen Mangamma) and so on.

No doubt these roads were the ancient roads Whicﬁ
linked Ramesvaram (Mantapam) and Aruppukkottai throagh
Kamuthi. Even the present day road to Ramanathapuram,
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is laid parelel to ancient one. Not only, that number of
temples had been built on thts ancient road side, They are
traced out and ancient settlements were known by the
inscriptions found in this area.

The existance of a Vishnu temple was known by the
discovery of a stone Vishnu sculpture standing about 6
height at Kallurani village just 10 kms. distance from
Aruppukkottai to Kamudhi, But the temple was cempletely-
ruined. This sculpture may be dated to ¢.AD. Inthis same
village an ancient road loads eastward (To Kamuthi) even
today and it is called as Mangammal Salai.

Another just Skms from here (Kallurani) there was a
Siva temple and a Chaturvedimangalam during 13th c. A.D. but
now it was completely ruined. These evidences were also
discovered in our recent survey at Maravar perungudi village -
which yielded two inscribed sculptures

Within next 10 km. distance there were two- ancient
villages viz. Punakulamangalam and Kalisayamangalam. very
near to modern Neeravi village. Three Vatteluthu inscriptions
are discovered from this place Neeravi* One was a herostone.
inscription dated to 10th ¢.A. D. which gives the name Kalisaya-
mangalam, Another one Vatteluthu inscription was dated to
the 18th regnal year of the king Veera Pandya (965-985)
(who took Chola’s head). From this inscription we came to
know about the existance of a Siva temple in this place. In
our recent Survey an inscribed Nandhi Sculpture was. noticed
in this place. The inscription is engraved in 10th c.A.D.
Vatteluthu script which reveals that this Nandhi was placed
by one Kooththadi Santhan who was awarded with Kavithi
title, Very near to this temple an ancient road leads
towards east (to Kamuthi) named as Mangammal Salai. The
modern village name Neeravi has its ancient connections
with merchantile group Peru Niraviyar. This surmise is
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made only on the basis of similarity in the name. More
over the discovery of a gold coin with the legend <“Uraga™
datable to 11th c,A.D.,, at this place also strengthens the
trade activities existed in this region. The distance between
this village Neeravi and the present day Ayyanarkoil where
Arikesari Isvaram was located is just 7 kms,

By these new discoveries the micro region between
Kamuthi and Aruppukko:ttai brought under new light. The
close accession between each village and the trade links
between Srilanka to this Aruppukkottai region are proved
beyond doubt. At every five kilometres there was a
historical antiquity in this area. Still more evidences remain
unearthed in this dry region. It all of them are properly
surveyed and evidences are taped many missing links will
be brought out,

1. The author of this paper and Mr. P. Rajendran epigra-
phist, Madurai were jointly explored this area.

2. This information was got from Dr. V. Vedachalam,
Epigraphist, Madurai.

3. Avanam 12. Journal of Tamilaka Tholiyal Kazhakam p. 53

4. Avanam Vol. 2.
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TS Martial Arts of Tamilnadu

* 2 M. Chandramoorthy
LAHARAY
o : Registering Officer, Chennai

From time immemorial the Tamils were well known
for their expertise in various martial arts, These descriptions
were devised by our forefathers to enable the youths to
develop strengtn of mind and body. It is regrettable that
by the efflux of time patronage for the arts has dwindled
and only in rural areas the arts are still popular. The
Government and the people would do well to revitalise
them, The following brief descriptions of some of the
important martial arts will be useful to these who are
interested in knowing thew.

Among the various old games of skill and bravery are
still popular in the rural areas Silambam or staff fight
occupies a prominent position. This Martial Art was
originally practised with bamboo sticks and later on steel
swords and shields were also used. Even now several
youths learn this sport from competient teachers and exhibit
their prowess during demonstration before the public.

This sport is called variously as Silambam’ <Kuchi
Vilaiyattu’, and ‘Kambu Vilaiyattu’ The bamboo staff that is
commonly used in this sport measures 5 feet in length.
Before commencement of this sport, the combatants pay
respectful salutations to the teacher and to the four quarters.
Of the various modes of attack, the following namely
<Aiyankal’ <Kalaikkittu’ <Melkattiri’, ‘Kilkattiri’, ‘Panaiyeri
mallw’, ‘Thulukka vanam’ and <‘Padai virattu” are important,

Generally two persons opposing each other swirl their
sticks in this game. On several occasions, one person is
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surrounded by many opponents on all sides, when the
attacked central person deals effectively with the attackers.

This sport is now being given a fillip among the
people of Tamilnadu after efforts made for revitalising it
in the 5th world Tamil Conference held at Madurai,

Kurunthadi

This sport is played by means of short bamboo sticks.
This sport is called by other names as ‘Podi varisai’ Sedi
kuchi’ and <Siramam’. According to the manuscript verses
the length of the stick described as ¢Irandu San Nangu

viral Iru Ottab’,

From the beginning to end every stroke of this sport
is played according to the background musical score of
musicians and drummers. FEach stroke is directed against a
particular part of human body (Varmam) and each stroke
is defended competently by the performers.

One particular locking feature goes by the mname lock
and release. This sport is the forerunner to the sword fight.
Although this sport is spread throughout Tamilnadu - Kanya-
kumari District specialises this sport.

Sarul Veechu

Highly tempered woodz steel sheets was another important
martial weapon of Tamils. It is more than 5 feet length
with breath of 2 to 3 centimetre and will round up as a coil.
This weapon is called ‘Surul’ or ‘Surul Katti’ and the sport
is called ‘Surul Veechu’.

One can keep his foes at a distance by swift action.
That is by using it the fighter can forestall the attempts
of his enemies and keep them 5 to 10 feet away,



Martial Arts of Tamilnadu 9

This is one of the instruments of self defence. Violent
sparks emanate during action. Experts in this sport try to
smear sandal paste from their body to that of the opponent
without inflicting any bodily injuries which itself is an
intricate art. It is a feast to be believed. This sport is
also called as “Urumi’,

Valari Veechu

Valari a native type of Boomarang was very famous in
the the Medieval period. And this was continued in use
upto very late period of 18th century in the southern Districts
of Tamiluadu. This perticular weapon is highly valuable to
resist the onword rushing of cavalry. This valart was usually
made up of wood, Ivory or iron. We have spccimens of
wood, iron and Ivory in Pudukottai and Ramnad Museums.

Adithadai

This sport is an art of defending with bare hands the
onslaught of the adversary who uses various implements like
sickle, sword and battle axe.

On certain occasions the defender snatches the armaments
from the opponent and their reles are reversed which is a
regular feature. In this sport combatants use their skill in
lacks.

Madu

Two horns of the deer joined in opposite direction is used
in this sport. In ancient days the people of ‘Mnllai’ region
patronised this sport. In later days this sport found their
votaries in kings of Sivaganga, Ramnad Sethupathi, Thondaiman
of Pudukkottai and Maratta of Tanjore. This sport is also
called as ‘Maduve’ and ‘Man Kombu’ etc. with this imple-
ment one can tackle effectively am opponent who is wielding
<Silambu’,
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Kaliyal

In this sport small and big bamboo sticks are stroked
by twelve players to the rhythmic musical notes sung by
musicians. Besides the usual bamboo stroke play the partici-
pants strike with their hands with each other and lock and
throw them away.

Theeppandham

Flaming torches are held upright and waved rhythmi-
cally and this sport is called <Theeppandham Vichu’. The
movements are akin to those obtained in ‘Silambam’ This
sport has several divisions as ‘Orrai Kaivichu’ ‘Irattai vichu’,
Theeppandam and Veedhi Varisai.

Kaippandhar

This sport finds favour among the people during festival
time and is anacted during night.

Another intricate feature is that of swirling a set of
bamboo sticks without causing any burnsto the body.

Paliyattam

The performer is dressed as a tiger and he dances
to the background score of drummers. Another man attacks
the tiger with a bamboo stick. To avoid the bamboo
strokes the tiger man dodges the attacker by tactical with
drawals and pounces at a later time. The tiger man plays
with ‘Maduvu’ and the attacker with Silamboo. This sport
is reminiscent of ancient Tamils fight against the tiger.

Kalai Kuthu

This Is an art of balancing on tight ropes by holding
a bamboo stick. A bamboo stick measuring 15 feet in
length is balanced delicately on ths tip of the fore-finger-
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on the lips, on the stomach, on the chin, on the nosetip,
on the fore head, on head, on teeth and on the palm.

Acrobatic forward and backward somersaults picking up
of coins strewn on the towel by lips. holding the two hands
backward, and somer saulting without falling on the ground,
performing on the rings and flame rings, burying ones
head on the ground remaining upside down for a time of
15 minutes and various tricks using top, form part of this
sport.

Ramfight

Two rams dash against each other. Besides ram, fine
breeds of goat are also trained for this fight This sport
is enacted on select grounds and theresult is arrived. It is
one of the very popular sports among the Tamils. The
rams are selected and paired on the basis of age and of
teeth formation. This sport is judged in the smash counts
and on the withdrawal of the rams.

Cock Fight

This sport (finds mention) in Sangam classics and in
popular from the days of the Sangam till date Cocks are
reared meticulously specially for this fight. The nails are
grown sharp and the fight is carried out with or without
knifes which are tied to their legs. 1In the fight without
knives less of cock’s life is ruled out, Those rearing the
battle cocks are called ‘Seval Katti.

s @it



Rules for Sculpting the Jaina Statues in

m%?z Ancieat Tamil Soil
Wl Dr. S. Soundarapandian
CCARNRIO0

Curator
Government Oriental Manuscript Library and
Research Centre, Chennai-600 005

Manasara, a Sanskrit Silpa treatise, delineates hard and
fast rules to make the idols of Jaina prodigies, both for worship
at sanctum sanctorum and for procession, such as Sukanda,
Jina, Arha, Suparsvan,

Manasara was nothing but a handbook of the Visvakarmas .
who sculpted idols in Tamilnadu, Though this book is in
Sanskrit, the gamut of vocubulary leads us, easily, to think
that these silpa rules had been contemplated only by Tamils,

And in fact, Tamil land was the birthplace for Chiselling
stones into various vigrahas.

Even in 7th Century B.C., the idol making was at its peak;
this can be articulated with evidence that a mother goddess
metal statue had been a discovered at Aticcanallur, in Tirunelveli,
District.

So even before this point of time, Tamils must have
flourished in sculptures, it can be swimmingly surmised.

So, what Manasara describes is the description of the
backdrop of ancient Tamil country,

The fact that Manasara deals with Saiva, Jaina and Buddha
Vigrahas, itself clearly tells us that in those days, during the
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period of Manasara which can be assigned between 9th century
A.D. to 11th Century A.D. on the basis of Tamil technical terms
and customs, all the three religions (Hlindu, Jaina, Buddha)
were in vogue in Tamil land.

Let us now list the technicalities for Jaina ‘murthies’ as put
forth in Manasara :-

1

)
3)

4

(%)
(6)

(7

(8)
)

(10)

The swami possesses two eyes, two hands and one
head without hair,

Swamy can either stand or sit.

The sitting posture should be made erect with an
expression of deep yoga.

The idol should be on the seat which is supported
by two lions.

At the back, a ‘Kalpaka’ tree should be depicted.

At one side, sages like Narada and other gods will be
standing.

Indira, the fanners, the Yakshas and Kubera also
will stand.

No jewel, no dress will be found on statues,

In Chest, a golden mole called <Srivasta’ will be
found.

On either side of the door, Sanda and Maha Sanda
will be guarding.

Following thede tenets, the 24 Thirtangaras, Chittati
Sukanda, Jina, Arha and Suparsvan had been Chiselled in
stones, says Manasara,
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Svasti Sri Sakha Sa 1003 [.-]yava
sandtti Sidharthi samvach.
radha Ba ] lu Srimatu Si.
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Be it well. In the daka year 1003, Sidharti Ba. I,
Sanna Kstaganda son of Ksataganda installed a hero-stone
in memory of Ketagandaat .. ...
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