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Alur Inscriptions of Rajendrachola |

S. SWAMINATHAN
Asst. Sup. Epigraphist,
A.S.1I. Mysore.

Many Tamil inscriptions in Karnataka were copied and
published in Epigraphia Carnatica series thanks to the
efforts of savants like Lewis Rice, R, Narasimhamachariyar,
M. H. Krishna and others. However, some inscriptions were
not covered and the present inscription is one among them,

Both Tamilnadu and Karnataka have had long tradition
and history. It is obvious the fortunes of each state
depend upon the other. It was the Cholas who made
successful inroads into the Karnataka region and added.
a portion to their empire. In fact the Chsla invasion
and occupation of Karnataka goes back to the reign of
the early Chola ruler, Parantaka I, who invaded this Tegion.
For an inscription' of his dated in his 29th regnal year
(936 A.D.) in Kannada characters is found engraved on a
stone lying to the south of the village Bairakur, Mulabagal
Taluk, Kolar District, It records that a person Garipa
Rama, grandson of Baydakur Maremma died after recove-
ring the cows, To commemorate this event one person,
Permadi Samantappa not only put up an inscription (kalnatu)

but also granted one kanduga of rice.land possibly to the
family of the deceased,

But this invasion did not have any lasting impact.
His rule, however, was recognised only for a shortwhile.
It was left to his grandson Rajaraja I (985-1014 A.D.)
to4bring this area under the Chola hegemony.
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Rajaraja I was the first Chsla ruler who brought a
portion of Karnataka under his sway.? The provenance
of their inscriptions suggest that their actual control of the
area confined itself only to the periphery upto about twenty-
five miles into the eastern district of Karnataka all along
the borders of Tamilnadu, Great rulers like Rajaraja I and
Rajendra 1 not only conquered but also consolidated their
gains, They organised the area under their control into
different territorial units, Parts of Gangavadi, Tadigaipadi,
Nulambapadi and Mardayapadi which came under their control
were named respectively Mudikonia chola-mandalam and
Irattapadikonda chola-mandalam. These divisions were further
divided into sub-divisions named Gangaikondachsla-valanadu,
Rijendrachosla-valanacdu etc., while the imperial cholas had
records dated in their own regnal years engraved in this
area and it seems that they had entrusted the local admini-
stration to Viceroys who were members of royal family, *

In this paper T would like to comment on a Chola
inscription® dated in the third-second regnal year of Rajendra-
chola (I) from Alur, Dsvanahalli Taluk, Bangalore District.
This inscription is found engraved on two granite slabs
fixed into the wall of a dilapidated Siva temple at Alur
It is in Tamil language and script anfortunately the inscription
is damaged in certain places. The letters are big and clumsy
and the stone was not properly dressed before incising the
record. On account of these limitations the subject-matter
cannot be made out satisfactorily.

This inscription has not been properly deciphered at some
places. The aim of this article is to revise the reading and
intrepet the passages in the light of the revised reading.

This inscription begins with the usual prasasti of the king
purvedesamum Gangaiyum konda kop-parakesarivarmarkku of the
king. Normally Rajendrachola I’s inscriptions belonging to
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his later regnal years begin with his usual prasasti
‘tirumanni valara and it includes all the details regarding his
conquest of various regions chronologically, Perhaps due to
the shortage of space the engraver found it feasible to engrave
the short prasasti beginning with purvadesamum. However
such instances are not unknown as another record® of this
same king dated ip his thirty-second regnal year begins with
the same prasasti above is found engraved at a village
Kadagodi, Hosakote Taluk.

Regarding the subject-matter the inscription mentions that
Kadarankonda chsla Brahmarayar who received Vikramachola-
mandalam as his jivita instituted an endowment. Another
person Pallavarayan Nulamba Gamugdan of Alur in Sannai-
nadu in Vikramachola-mandalam who seems to have received.
land as kani from the nattukamundas as he constructed lake
(eri), todukarai (embankment), the sluice (rumbu) and also the
temple (devarkoyil). Further the individual also made a grant
of two kani and one ma of land to the temple,

This is one of the important inscriptions of Chola
Rajendra I in Karnataka, It is dated in his 32nd regnal
year (1044 AD.) i.e. last year of his reign which goes to
prove that the area was under the effective control of the
Chsalas.

The inscription refers to certain Gangainiyagam Kadi-
rankonda chola brahmaraya. He received Vikramachéla.
mandalam for his maintenance. An inscription of Rajadhi-
raja I" from Kadagodi, Devanahalli taluk dated in his 33rd
regnal year (1047 A.D.) states that the general Rajendra
chola brahmaraya received Tadigaivali alias Vikkiramachsla-
mandalam as his jivita.

The Cholas had to undertake fresh conquest to reassert
their supremacy. They had been constantly waging wars
with the rulers of Karnataka since the time of Rajaraja I,
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and captured Nulambapidi, Gangapadi and Tadigaipadi®
However time and again they had to undertake fresh
conquests to reassert their authority During the last lap of
Rajendra I’s reign the Chalukya ruler Jayasimha I declared
crossed Tungabhadra and annexed parts of the Bellary
district to his dominion. His successor Ahavamalla Ssmes-
vara I renewed the campaign and the Chsla monarch felt
the need for a fresh 1nvasion for supremacy® which they
achieved subsequently,

An inscription!® of Rajadhiraja I from Gangavarpalli
(1047 A.D.) refers to the assignment of taxes oa various
types of land of Sapnai-nadu in Vikkiramachola-mandalam
which was ceded for the maintenance of the general,
Rajendrachola-Brahmaraya. The inscription under study also
mentions that Vikramachola-mandalam as a jivitza for Kada.
rankonia chola-brahmarayar, It is not incorrect to suggest
that both the generals are identical and he was given
Vikramachola-manialam for his maintenance as is also
stated in our record, It is very likely that this general
might have participated in the Ch>la conquest of Karnataka,
precisely Tadigaivali and after victory the areca was renamed
as Vikramachsla-mandalam, after the epithet of RAjsndra-
chola I. This area had been entrusted to the general as his
chief to protect the Chola interest there, maintaining Chila
garrison stationed there to prevent any outbreak of hostili-
ties. It was the avowed policy of the Cholas to colonise the
territories that were under their control by renaming
geographical divisions, lands, canals, streets, wards and rivers
with their names and epithets,

Such instances of ceding territories to their officials and
chieftains are not new as an inscription'' of Rajarija I
from Pattukonampatti, mentions Paichavan Brahmadarayar,
a Peruntaram of the king was ruling from Tagadur-nadu
which was granted to him for his maintenance.
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It was the duty of their generals to collect revenue from
their territories and maintain the troops, and supply them in
times of need to the king, probably a part of feudal
obligation.

The inscription under review states that the official had
commissioned certain Nulamban Kamupndan to construct the
temple and made grants to the temple. This person in all
likelihood might have been an official, subordinate to
Brahmaraya.

Regarding the nature of the grant it may be said that a
temple was constructed and for its maintenance land was
donated To cultivate the land a tank was dug and a sluice
was also set up to regulate the water supply. An inscription
of Rijendrachola I'* dated in his thirty-second regnal year
(1044 AD.) from Kadagodi, states that Rajaraja velan,
son of Permadi Gamundan, the gamunda of Sannai-nadu in
‘Tadigaivali alais Vikkramachola-mandalam caused the Pattandur
tank to be built with three sluices and also donated 750
kuli of land as eripatti i.e. for the maintenance of sluices.
Several instances of providing water supply to the land by
digging tanks may be cited.’® These acts of temples
construction, land grant, water supply and such benevolent
acts are not new to the Chslas, but what is interesting is that
they carried these benevolent acts even to the conquered

countries perhaps to consolidate their conquests  and
annexation

Regarding the geographical djvision the inscription
mentions that Alur is in Sannai-nadu, a division of Vikrama-
cholamandalam. Alur is the present Alur in Devanehalli
Taluk, Sannai-nadu, wherein is located Alur comprised
roughly the present Devanahalli and Hosakote taluks
Probably Sannai-nadu was named after a village, Sannai but
no such village bearing that name exists, It is tem'p'ting to
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identify Sannai with Sannadamanikarai in Devanahalli Taluk.
But there is no historical vestiges in that village to identify
with the Sannai of the historical period.

Sannai-nudu, as per Chola inscriptions was located in
Vikramacholamandalam'*  As already stated that Vikrama
Chola was one of the epithats of Rajendrachola’® and it was
the policy of the Cholas to name geographical divisions,
and territories after their names. Vikramachdla-mandalam
consisted of Sannai-nadu, Kunnigal-nadu's, Kurukundédaéhchi-
nadu'’, Kukkunur-nadu,'s and Mannai-nadu’®. However an
inscription?® of Nandidsva (1283 A.D.) located Sannai-nadu
in Nigarlichola-mandalam, It is very likely that the sub-
sequent reallocation and reorganisation Sannai-nadu might
have been transferred to Nigarilichola-mandalam,

TEXT!
A - Side
Purva dssamun= Gangai
yun = Kadaramun = kon
da kop - parakssaripanmara -
na udaiyar sri Rajen -
drachola - devarkku ya -
ndu 32ndavadu
[Gangai] . . niyagam Kadarin=
konda chola - brahmaraya
¢yvidattu Vikkiramachola -
[mandalattu] Sannai - nattu
Alur sri. ... ka-
mundar magan Pallavaraya
rai Nulamba kamunda
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B - Side

nattu Kamundarkal vangiya

rai . . llidai bhumiyum kaniyum

aka=pperru it=tsvarkku [todujka -

raiyon=kattuvittu tumbum i -

duvifttu] deva - koyilum eduppi-

tta idukku merku periya &ri -

iduvittu deva[r*ikku irandu . ,

. . lumagu iru kapi ma nilamum pi -
. idukku mekkadaiya kolaiyu -

(kandakamu itten Nulamba

kamundanen it=danmattai

alippan [ka]vittiyum va[nara]

13 saiyum alit[ta] pavattu chelva[r<]
14 [majdar ivan sollov=eludinsn
15 . ...
(damaged)
1. E.C., Vol. X, Mulbagal Taluk No. 203
2. K.A. Nilakanta Sastri: The Choles (1955) p. 174
3. K.G. Krishnan, Tamil inscriptions in Karndtaka
4. E,p. Ind., Vol. XI. p 293
5. A.R.E. 1980-81, No. B. 104
6. [E.C. Vol. IX. Hoskote Taluk, No. 142
7. Ibid.. Devanahalli Taluk. No. 76
8. K.A. Nilakanta Sastri, op.cit.
9. Ibid., p. 224
10. E.C. Vol. IX. Hoskote Taluk No. 76
11, S,I.1I. Vol. XXVI, No.
12. E.C. Vol. IX, Hoskote Taluk No. 142
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13.

14,

15.
16.
17.
18.
19,
20.

The Cholas bestowed great attention on the irrigation
system even in the conquered area Karnataka. An ins-
cription of Rajsndrachsla I from Manalurpatna, Chenna-
patna Taluk deserves our attention. Dated in his third
regnal year (1015 A.D.) this record mentions that the
urar of Manalur permitted the flow of water from the
tank of Manalur to the land provided by the sabhaiyar
of Punganur alais Tirayilskkiamadsvichaturvedimangalam
to the Vishnu temple, Jayankonda-chola-vinnagarilar at
Manalur in Kilalai-nadu., E.C. Vol. IX, 1-ISK No. 142,
Hence wherever the Chglas went they tried to improve
the local economy by paying attention to agriculture and
irrigation.

E.C. Vol. IX Devanahalli Taluk. Nos, 14, 76, Hosokote
Taluk, Nos. 142, 143. ‘

S.I.I. Vol. Il p.

E.C. Vol. XII, K.G. No.2

Ibid., Vol. X, Melur Talik. No. 101.

Ibid., C.B. No. 17

Ibid.. Vol. 1X, D.B. No. 11

Ibid., Vol. I1X, D.V. No. 28
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