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METALLURGY AS REVEALED BY
BRIHADISVARA TEMPLE INSCRIPTIONS

K. Sridaran

Deputy Superintending Archaeologist {Retd.)
State Department of Archaeology

The Chola period in South Indian History is regarded as the
golden epoch of medieval times. It was a period of Political
stability and economic prosperity as also culmination of the
achievement of artistic endeavors in South India

Rajaraja was the son of Sundara Chola alias Parantaka II by

his queen Vanavan Mahadevi ascended in the Chola throne in 985
AD.

The Chola rulers were devotees of Siva and built 2 number of
temples. The greatest ruler of Chola dynasty was RajaRaja I, who
raised the temple at Thanjavur which is known as the great temple
or the Brihadisvara (great lord) in reference to Siva’s greatness.

The temple is dedicated to Lord Siva which the emperor
established here and names the deity Rajarajeshwaram udaiya
Paramaswami. The inscriptions found in the temple record the
Kings personal participation in the affairs of the temple. All the
gifts to the temple were made by himself, his elder sister, his

queens, the royal officers, and other donors are recorded in the
inscriptions in detail.

The earliest reference in this temple occurs in the 19® regnal
year of Rajaraja I. The stupi-kudam (copper pot for the finial) was
handed over to the temple authorities on the 375 day of the 25th

year of his reign and the comsecration of the temple would have
taken place about that time.
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In his inscription (312th day of 25 regnel year) he gave one
gold image of kolhai-devar abd Sribalithalam to be worshipped at
time of Sribali ritual. It indicates that the worship started in this
temple.

The inscriptions found in this temple contain in particular the
most detailed description of the Bronzes gifted by the King and
other donors incorporating such details as height, weight, metal
composition, whether solid or hollow, whether seated or standing,
description of the Pitha and the Prabha, number of hands and other
details, a record again unique in history. They also gifted Gold,
Silver vessels for religious purpose and innumerable jewellery were
gifted to the idols of the temple.

The inscription dated to 319" day of his 26™ regnel year he
gave idol of Kshetrapala made of gold but the Pitha (Pedestal) was
made of silver.

The images or idols gifted were made of Copper, Gold and
Silver. the divine images are referred as Tirumeni and portraits are
generally termed as Pratimai.

Most of the idols were made of solid and some are hollow in
nature.

“fmaig Peaulles sbsmell  wus TS HERERTDITES
saTurs ahSGEbss G6sCsT

Chola Mahadevi one of the queens of RajaRaja gifted
Rishabhavanadevar having four divine arms, on lotus on which the
image stood set with jewels, one solid image of his consort Uma
Paramesvari and one Bull (Rishabha) was hollow.
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One of the officers of Rajaraja I, Aditan Suryan alias Tennavan
Muvendavelan set up number if Bronzes to the temple. One sacred
solid image (Tirmmeni) of Chandrasekaradeva nade if brass ti be
worshipped as Devaradevas for the king. (CoppertZinc=Brass)

Cosury Cgamns sghswEralss - SeTors

Oggmemurs susscmailss eidrbssrt Antuafll gaig”

One of the important officers and generals of RajaRaja I was
Sri Krishnan Raman alias senapathi (general) Mummudichola
Brahmarayan, who constructed the inner wall of enclosure round the
big temple. He had gifted an Ardhanarisvarar image to the temple.
The. deity was half male- half female. The Easwara (Siva) half had
two divine arms. The Uma (Isvari) haif, had one divine arm and
this portion was gifted with Brass. This was probably made to
identify the feminine portion of the Lord Siva.

“urerdl Gssniain pEstGa 8@ s o srdg)
FGUT UTSD Grati® ufemedsud, 2.0m urst
86 ufansigub, 2 ur ursh Qsw atCus
Assmer Qaremi® 1 fssanons TGS MEHelEs
DSsprigeurs Smtusll gmim”

The following are the names of utensils made of Gold and
gified by Rajaraja to the Big temple. ILAITATTU, ILAICEPPU.
ICCOPPIKAL OTTUVATTIL, KALASAM, KALASAPPANAI
KARANTIKAICEPPU, KALLAM, KALANCHI, KIDARAM, KUDAM,
KURUMADAL, KENDI CEPPUKUDAM, TAT TAM, TALIKAIL
TARATALVATTIH, PADIKKAM, PINKALAM, MANDAI, MADAL,
MUKKU VATTAKAL KAIVAYTAKAL and Vattil. In Vattil the name
of the king Sivapathasekaran, (FaurgCaapat)

Srifizjecaja ylsrgyem were inscribed in its outer surface. He
also donated Silver utensils Gousiiefl Hminflanaiask for the temple.
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One lamp called Nilai Vilakku made of Zinc which together
with an iron pin was gifted to the temple. The name of the metal
is specifically mentioned here.

“o mLwni uE@TCnESlrCary Gaauirde - GOES

s Hleow dadée earm Golug mrTres o.CuL o
snodigudler ues, Qurgiurs muss GosmismuLd gsin
®miTey Uevid” )

A stand for sacred ashes was also gifted to the temple. The
inscription mentions that a Venkalamadal weighing four Palams and
gifted to the temple. (Copper+Tin=Bellmetal)

Water pots made of Copper were presented to Chandikeswara
shrine to the temple. All the four were gilted with gold.

*semtCLaouri Camilsde meuss

Qurer s@édler GLD eeim”

Thus the inscriptions reveal the idols were made of metals like
Gold, Silver and Copper. The small objects like lamp, ash stand
were made of Zinc and Bell metal.

Making of alloy of metal was known to those people. All the
evidences from the inscriptions from the Brahadisvara temple show
that the skill attained in the field of Metallurgy during Chola
period.

Reference:
1. S.R. Balasubramaniam, “Middle Chola Temples”
Dr. R. Nagaswamy, Master Pieces of South Indian Bronzes

2.
3. S.LL vol. II, 91-115
4. Natana. Kasinathan, “Tamilar Nagarigam”, Department of Archacology, 1994
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The scale and grandeur of this temple is in the Chola tradition.
An axial and symmetrical geometry rules the temple layout. The
multificated cclumnns with projecting square capitals signal the arrival
of the new Chola style.

It is believed that the temple was the site of the major royal
ceremonies such as anointing the emperor and linking him with its
deity, Shiva, and the daily rituals of the deities were mirrored by those
of the king.

It is evidenced from the inscriptions that found in the compound -
wall of this temple, the temple had always been serving as platform
for the dancers who excelled in the traditional dance form of
Bharatnatyam.

It is an architectural exemplar showcasing the pure from of the
Dravida type of temple architecture and representative of the Chola
Empire ideology and the Tamil civilisation in Southem India. The
temples “testify to the brilliant acheievements of the Chola in
architecture, sculpture, painting and bronze casting”

(8¢ sravadr untmentd sdbasl Qutu Gsntd ubghy &loay)
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