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Prevalence of Mother and Child Terracotta
Images and their Significane in
Tamil Nadu

Dr. S. VASANTHI
Registering Officer

ABSTRACT

The exploration and excavation undertaken in Tamil Nadu for the past
three decades by various agencies yielded number of terracotta figurines.
The noteworthy finds were the occurrence of terracotta mother and child
images. This paper tries to enlist the places from where they were collected
and their significance in the historical context.

Tamil Nadu is known for her heritage and culture. There are number of
religious and secular representation of images in stone, bronze and terracotta.
The terracotta figurines consist of Devine, human, animal and other objects
like beads, earlobes, toys etc., The terracotta images found in exploration
and excavation in Tamil Nadu were both made by the royal artists as well as
by the local artisans. The making of the terracotta figurines was a highly
specialized technique employed consisting of use of a double mould; one for
the front and the other for the back in order to have the image in full form.
Most of them are made up of adoptiog this method. There is no hand made
terracotta obtained. The sites that have yielded terracotta objects in the
excavation include Alagarai, Arikamedu, Appukallu, Adiyamankottai,
Alagankulam, Boluvanmapatti, Kanchipuram, Kaveripattinam, Korkai,
Thirukkampuliyur, Uraiyur etc. The note worthy finds in exploration and
excavations were the occurrence of terracotta images with representation
of mother and child.
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The terracotta mother and child images found in the excavations of the
following sites, namely, Thirukkampuliyur, Alagankulam, Kambatti,
Chayavanam and Manmangalam, Aravakkuruchi, Uttamanayakkanpalayam
in the explorations as surface findings.

THIRUKKAMPULIYUR

A seated woman is holding a baby in her left side. It was found in the
trench TKP-5, LAYER {2), The height of the image is 4cms. The baby is
shown clinging to her breast and its face turning away from the breast. it is
a broken figure with the head and the portions below the waist missing. Her
left arm is not broken. She wears a necklace around her neck and bangles in
her hand which are marked by thin and clear incisions. Her right hand is
shown just pressing her left breast. The breasts and beely portions are not
covered. It was ariginally treated with a red chip; and its traces are seen on
the left half of the figure. According to the excavators it is a very interesting
figurine portraying a natural scene of a mother and her child. Similar figurines
are not found in South India and it may be considered to be very unique and
rare specimen.' This terracotta figureine is assigned to the 10t - 11t
Century CE.

ALAGANKULAM

A solid broken portion of a terracotta representation of a female figure
was recovered from the trench AGM 8 at the depth of 2.28 mt from fayer 3
{period llt ie. 100 CE to 500 CE) The left side of the figure from waist to the
knee portion is found and they are covered by the sari frills worn by the lady.
The frills of the sari worn by the lady figurine are alsa shown in an elegant
manner. A single foot with three anklets is noticed near the hip portion”.

KamBATTI

During the excavations at Kambatti in the Toda country, J.W. Breeks
noticed a lid of a pot carrying a similar figure of a female carrying a baby.

This find in the barrow suggests that this is a megalithic cult, which is
surviving to this day.”

CHAYAVANAM

Another site, Chayavanam near the famous Kaveripumpattinam, in
Nagappatinam district, had yielded a terracotta figurine in the excavation. A
seated female holding a child and depicted as if the baby is feeding by way
of clutching its breasts. The excavators have noted mediaeval pottery in
contemporary layers.”
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MANMANGALAM

It is a small village about eight km from Karur to Pugalur on the high
way. Three terracotta figurines were collected in the exploration and they
might have been kept in the Madras museum. All the three terracotta
figurines represent females, seated on circular seats, two showing the
female carrying a child on her hip and the third without one.

The first female seated figurine is shown with her hands placed on her
knees. She is shown with a hair-do with finger nail ornamentation, has
prominent nose, impressive forehead, round eyes and earlobes with
Patrakundalas. The child had shown seated on her hip clutches the breast of
mother. The female is shown with a lower garment extending upto the knee.
The figure is 12 c¢m in height.

The other figure about 10 cm in height and some what damaged
resembles almost the first figure in every respect, though somewhat less
refined than the fist. That it too had a child is clearly visible, though the
figure of the child is lost. The third figurine also resembles the first two
except that it carries no child. It is also 12 ¢cm in height.

ARAVAKKURUCHI

Another mother and child terracotta is from Aravakkuruchi in Karur
district, it is red in colour, and full round. It is depicted in sitting posture and
holding a baby on her left side. The blouse worn by the figurine is shown up
to her sleeve. The head less figurine without any ornamentation has the
local artistic style and stylistically dateable to 10™ to 11 Century CE."

UTTAMANAYAKKANPALAYAM

A terracotta image of mother and child is found at
Uttamanayakkanpalayam in Dindukal district. The figurine resembles that
of the local style. The solid image is holding the child on her hip. Her thick
lips slightly protruding chin which can be closely associated with the
local tribal characteristics and long elongated ears, mango designed
necklace around her neck are some of the interesting features noticed.
She wears three bangles on her arms. The head dress of the figurine is
also typical that of the Vijayanagara dynasty style. Hence, it belongs to
13" -14* century CE.



4 sVlleu (B STeVTaRTiy &1p-88

OBSERVATIONS

1) Mr. Abdul Majeed observes that the people belonging to the Karnika
sub caste are living in Manmangalam village claim that they were the
descendents of Chitragupta the cheif scribe of Yama (god of death). He also
states that they live in various parts of Tamil Nadu in places like Madras,
Kanchipuram, Erode, Kangayam and Coimbatore. They are found in large
numbers in Kodunturai which is ta the north of Musiri in Tiruchi district. It is
found that the Karunikas of Kodunturai worship in their houses similar
terracotta figures of female deities carrying children. The people call this
deity “Koppatti Amman”, Pippara deivam and Brahmana deivam,” and he
also suggest that it is difficult to ascertain why they called the terracotta
images with child as Brahmin Goddess.

2) The representation of mother and child images has some
significance. Growth of religious dogmas and ideas had their influence in
every aspect of the life of the people.

3) Jainism and Buddhism were practiced by the people from 3¢
century CE to 6th Century CE in Tamil Nadu. The representation of Yakshi
was very popular in that period. In Jainism Ambika Yakshi of 22™ Tiruthankara
Neminatha is depicted with her sons. In Buddhism also the yakshi Harithi is
shown with her children. The influence of this two yakshi's might have

developed in to the making and worship of the mother and child images in
terracotta.

The worship of this kind of images as in Manmagalam, in community
of the Karnikas might have been due to the influence of the Jain and Buddha

Yakshi's images hence they were called by the worshippers as Pappara deivam
and Brahmana deivam.

4) This mother and child images might have been created as offering or
votive images.

5) Thought the terracotta images made by the local people they had
some outside influence as in the case of terracotta image from Alagankulam
excavation. The drapery of the image resembles that of the Roman way of

drapery. The local religious concepts were represented in the outside art
forms.

6) To some extent it can be suggested that most of the images of

mother and child belongs to 10th to 14th Century CE, except Alagankulam
datable to 500 CE.
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map?®. Among those, he pointed out the site of Virampattinam, which he
discovered by the observation of sherds, semi-pricious stone beads, quartz
and glass fragments, collected by the children of the village. He related
this material to his interpretation of Pondicherry as the poduke mentioned
in the Periplus of the Erythraean Sea and in Ptolemy*, and indicated this
site to Henri Marchal, the director of Angkor excavation, and to Victor
Goloubew, researcher at the French School of Hanoi, who came to visit
in May 1939 and took some objects for Hanoi's museum, including a
carnelian intaglio showing Augustus, now lost.

Seeing that the owner of the field, who was digging to plant
coconut trees in 1940, unearthed a brick wall and the first amphora sherds
that have ever been found in India, he alerted the Governor and invited
the Curator of Madras Museum, A. Aiyappan, to undertake an
excavation, reluctant to do it by himself as his experience was in
Buddhist monuments and not in habitational settlements. It is noteworthy
that he stresses in his correspondance the importance of the stratigraphical
methodology that has been used in the Egean sea and in Mesopotamia
since the beginning of the 20™ century: “the digging until 4 or 5 meters,
until the natural soil, carefully noting the order of the discoveries depending
on their depth”, “the comparative study of those finds, apparently modest,
but significant when compared”, underlying that “the modern archaeologist
can bring back to life a whole period with a simple pottery sherd”®,

Thus, the test-pits that were dug in March 1941 revealed
terracotta figurines, amphora sherds, beads of fine varieties that were
sent to Madras Museum, and on March 15t 1941, the site was
inscribed as a protected monument by a Committee of Historical
Monuments created by the Governor for that purpose.

Following Jouveau-Dubreuil principles, the excavation went on in
1941, directed by his collaborators Faucheux and Pattabiramin. it shows
the first attempt of a scientific study for that site and that area: each
object is located in a square, maps are drawn, tables a

‘ . nd drawings are
given for ceramics, graffiti,

: walls and noticeable finds. The impulse
has been given for the rivalry in the accuracy of data that will take
place afterwards, with the excavations of Wheeler®, then Casal’
finally V. Begleys?,
Indo-Roman trade.

. and
that will make this site as a reference in the field of
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His survey of the whole Tamil Nadu, since his arrival in india in
1909, led him to several other important discoveries in architecture
and epigraphy. Following the path of his thesis, dealing with Pallava
architecture?, he discovered quite a number of rock-cut temples'®,
whether it be-by chance, questioning the inhabitants of a village as he
was passing by, as for Kilmavilangai between Tindivanam and Desur™",

-or in a more systematic method, like for Singaperumalkoil, found
while exploring the region of Vallam and Pallavaram'?,

-or even relying on a written source, such as his discovery of the
paintings of Armamalai, based on the information given in the
Udayendiram plaques’3.

As far as paintings are concerned , his accurate observation and
good archaelolgical intution made him uncover in January 1931 some
Pallava paintings in Kalaisanatha temple in Kanchipuram, by gently
taping on the lime coating in a place he guessed, and where fresh 7th
century images appeared't. Few years before, in January 3rd 1920,
he had put to light some frescoes in Sittannavasal, at a time when
Pallava painting were pretty much unknown'®.

During those years of survey, the most interesting discovgry may
be the inscription of Mandagappattu, that proved to be of considerable
importance for the understanding of Pallava architecture: .it.showed
that the king Mahendravarman 1% {580-630) was gt the- origin of t1r;e
first rock-cut temples, and that those coexisted with built temples™.
due to his interest for Pallava art

In art history and iconography,
¢ discussion with Victor Goloubew

and Mahabalipuram in particular, his ' .
in 1912, after a first visit in 1909, gave birth to a complete re-interpretation

of the ‘Arjuna’s penance’ relief'?. Indeed, the observation of jfhe
cement renovation on top of the relief in the cen'tral part, clearly v;s:lple
on the picture that Goloubew took by that time, made them rea lz.e
how the water must have been flowing from there before thI.S
alteration work, thus figurating the flow of a river. The whole §cene is
then identified as the coming of Ganga on earth, interpretation that

has not been challenged since. -
st, among his explorations in the Krishna valley

Last but not lea o have discovered the site of

on Buddhist sites, he's claiming t
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Nagarjunakonda in June 1925, and have sent some sculptures to the
Musée Guimet, before the archaeological services, who came there
for the first time in 19268, After the excavations he carried out in
Goli, all the artefacts were sent to the Madras Museum, thus avoiding
to be scattered or weathered. Many of the other sculptures he
coliected are also in the Musée Guimet or the Madras Museum, as he
wished to attract attention on those sites and stimulate research in
that field.

Thus, those few landmarks in Jouveau-Dubreuil’s contribution to
Indian archaeology and art history, that included also a mission to
Afghanistan and research on modern architecture in Pondicherry (18%*
century Fort Louis), draw the portrait of a passionate man, who
devoted his time and energy to South Indian patrimony, so that he
wrote at the end of his life: “Dear India! My life is finished but it
would not have been useless, | did one service to you. Nobody could
have done it, it needed my love™'°.

Foot Notes

1. Archives of the Musée Guimet; archives of the French Overseas Territories; ar-
chives of the Asiatic Society (in A. Fenet, Documents of ‘archeologie militance; ia
mission Foucher en Afghanistan (1922-1825), Paris, 2010).

2. National archives of overseas territories (ANOM), personnal file Jouveau-Dubreuil,
EE 11 3626 (1) et EE Il 3891 (i)

3. Pattabiramin P.Z., Sites archeologiques et prehistoriques des encirons de
Pondichery, Revue Historique de I'Inde francaise, 7, 1948,p. 149-150,pl. A.

4. National archives of overseas territories {ANOM), personnal file Jouveau-Dubreuil,
EE i 3626 (i) et EE Il 3891 ().

5. Jouveau-Dubreuil, Note sur les fouilles du Kapica, Musée Guimet; archives, sd 7:
les fouilles exécutées jusqu’a 4 ou 5 matres de profondeur, et en principe jusqu‘au
roc, en notant soigneusement {’ordre selon la profondeur des trouvailles, | ‘étude
comparee de ces trouvailles, [quil sont généralement tres modestes en apparence,
[...] mais prennent une signification éloquente lorsqu’on les compare. [...] L
;archéologue moderne peut avec un simple débris de vase ressusciter toute une

pogue.
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Ancient India, 2, 1946.
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17.

18.

19.

Jouveau-Dubreuil, G., Les antiquites de !'époque Pallava, Revue historique de
"Inde francaise, 1, 1916.

ibid., p.45: le hasard m'a fait découvrir en 1915, un petit temple creusé dans le
roc: je suivais la route de Tindivanam & Desur, 3 une dizaine de, milles anglais de
Tindivanam j'eus |'idée d'interroger les indigénes d’un petit village que je traversais
dans |'espoir de découvrir un temple creusé dans fe roc.

Ibid., p. 47: en interrogeant les villageois de Vallam et Pallavaram sur les temples
creusés dans e roc qui pouvaient exister dans la régin on m’indiqua le temple de
Singaperumalkoil. Je me suis donc rendu en cet endroit et me suis assuré que le
fait était bien reel.

Ibid., p. 43: je me suis rendu dansce village et j'ai essayé de retrouver les limites
{de cette caverne] a |I' aide des indications données dans le texte des plagues
d‘Udayendiram.

Buhot, J., La découverte recente de peintures murales Pallava par M, Jouveau-
Dubreuil, Bulletin de 1'Association Francaise des Amis de I'Orient, 1931, p. 64:
M. Jouveau-Dubreuil, remarqua que certaines parties de |'édifice, celles-la méme
qui &taient les plus susceptibles d’étre ornées de peintures, se trouvaient
badigeonnées a la chaux. Séance tenante [il] se mit & taper légérement sur cet
enduit, et il vit aussitOt apparaitre des morceaux de fresques d’une fraicheur
parfaite, et d’un beau style qui permettait de les attribuer au Vil®siécle. Une fois
de plus le flair proverbial et le solide bon sens du savant archéologue I'avait mis
sur la piste d'une belie découverte; c’était simple, mais il fallait v penser.
Jouveau-Dubreuil, G., La peinture Pallava, Pondichéry, 1920, p.5.
Jouveau-Dubreuil, G., Inscription de Mahendravarman ler & Conjeevaram,
Pondichéry, 1921.

Jouveau-Dubreuil, G., La descente de la Ganga 3 Mahabalipuram, Etudes
d’orientalisme, Paris, 1932, p. 293-297.

Two letters addressed to the Director of the musée Guimet, dated 10th and 12th
April 1930, to enlighten this episode.

Letter written in 1944.-
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Young one’s Expression of
Know

My name is M.Sundhar. We are going trip for Aarakalur
for educated. At 10 a.m. we were going in van. We are 27 boys and
5 staff were going in van. My friend show Aunty house in
Amambalayam. We were see types of trees in out of station. We
come to temple. Sir guide the Histroy for educated and guide temple
and named the gods the types of gods namely Nandi Devar, Kabala
Bairavi, Sri Periya Ganapathi, Sarvaganapathi, Veerapatthar,
Kejalakshmi, Maanikavasagar, Thirunavakarasu etc., We will helped
Archaeoloical of History.The Guide of sir name is R. Sivanantham.
At 1.30 ate Tomato rice and pickle. The leader of trip were glub
president are Mrs. Shitra Aasaithambi. We will see lord. Shiva statue
in temple. The floar were creative. Mr. R. Sivanantham said old
stone age, Early man and in Thiruvallur district Poondi village had 16
caves see 1 cave and not see 15 caves were history of Rajaraja
vanavovaraya and Geography of sun exploded in 9 pianets. Earth
had cooling in outside. Hot in inside. and go to periyanayaki temple.
Were see types of statue in temple. The sir guide another of 7th,
8th and 6th boys asked lesson of history. Boys tell answer the Sir.
All place had notice of om Namashivaya. Sir see the floor of temple
son Kejalakshmi. We are put corns in temple. We are see pond in
temple. The P.T. sir say go and sit the van. In outside temple is very
beautiful 5 staff were sit the van. We are sit the van. Driver starts
van and come to Attur. We enjayed the trip. [like my school.

M. Sundhar
Student
Govt. Boys Hr.Sec. School, Attur, Salem Dt.
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