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*“The soothing power of poetry is great and its
influence on our mind is vivid and sweet. To hearts
eaten away by sorrow and wordly cares the reading
of poetry comes as a healing balm; to hearts chilled
by the icy hand of cruelty it appears like the warm-
ing rays of the morning sun;and to heartsstained with
the blackest crime and the basest vice it comes as the
washing water of a crystal rill. Ah! How lovely are
the changes wrought by poetry in the mind of man;
and how profound and permanent are the moral

effects it brings into his -inward nature.”"
—Maraimalai Adikal.
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