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* « In the words of Diadorus Siculos : man in earliest
times struck with the beauty of the universe, with the
splendour and regularity which everywhere were in evi-
dence made, no doubt, that there was some divinity who
therein presided and then presented the sun as cxpressing
the likeness of the deity.

—William Tyler Olcott,

(Sun Lore of All Ages, p. 42)

. 2 Among pastoral peoples wealth naturally consists
in flocks and herds, and wealth is counted by so many
head of cattle. Thus the cattle become a kind of legal
tender. This happened among the Indo-Europeans,
and Indo-European languages have preserved many
traces of this primitive state, in which cattle, a man’s
only wealth, were used as money.

Homer speaks of girls who “bring oxen’ to their
fathers...Irish law ordinarily fixed penalties and prices by
the head of cattle; a female slave was worth three cows.

In many languages, the same word dignifies both
money and cattle. The Latin ¢ pecunia’, for instance,
is merely derived from ‘ pecus’. " In German, the word
¢ Vieh ’ now applies only to cattle, but the corresponding
English “fee * refers to a certain kind of earned wage.
Here the word can be traced to the name for cattle.

—J. Vendryes, Language.
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1% Mahavira, the founder of Jainism, and Buddha
were contemporaries, and both came from the kshatriya
warrior classes. Buddha died at the age of eighty, in
544 B.C., and the Buddhist era begins then ... (It is an
odd coincidence that I am writing this on the Buddhist
New Year’s Day, 2483—the day of full moon—the
Vaisaka Purnima, 3s it is called.)”

—Shri Jawaharlal Nehru.
The Discovery of India.
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! * Our mental pictures of God are as varied as we
are. The Ethiopeans make their Gods black and snub-
nosed ; the Thracians say theirs have blue eyes and red
hair...A triangle, if only it had the power of speech,
would say that God is eminently triangular, and a circle
would say that the Divine Nature is eminently circular,
and in this way each thing would ascribe its own attributes
to God and make itself like unto God, while all else
would appear to it deformed. ”

—Dr. S. Radhakrishnan,
An Idealist View of Life.
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