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(1) ¢ The Siddanta-Sikhamani gives a
fanciful interpretation of the word, ‘Vira®
as being composed of ‘ Vi’ meaning know-
ledge of identity with Brahman, and ©ra--
as meaning someone who takes pleasure in

* such knowledge. But such an etymology

accepting it to be correct would give the-
form ‘Vira’ and not ‘Veera’. No expla--
nation is given as to how Vi’ standing.
for ¢Vidya® would lengthed its vowel into-
Vieet:i.

1 therefore venture to suggest that Veera
-saivas were called Veeras or Heroes for
their heroic attitude in an aggressive Or
defensive manner in support of their faith.

—Surendranath Dasgupta, A History of
Indian Philosophy, Vol V., P. 44-45.
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“There is a divinity that shapes
5 our ends,
Rough-hew them how we will.

—Shakespeare, Hamlet.
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